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4  Meridor 
kicks  off 
election 
campaign 

By  HEM  J.  GLUT 

In  a  speech  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  responsible  and 
credible  government  -  and  the 
current  lack  of  it  -  Dan  Meridor 
yesterday  officially  began  his 
campaign  to  be  the  state’s  next 
'■me  minister. 

^There's  no  responsibility. 
There’s  no  leadership"  he  told 
over  200  supporters  at  Beit 
Hahayai  in  Tel  Aviv  last  night. 

PM  warns  Olmert,  Page  3 


“Israel  deserves  more  than  this. 
We  deserve  better  leaders. 

“Everyone  knows  that  we,  the 
nation,  the  Likud,  have  reached 
tbe  point  of  crisis.  It’s  hard  to 
admit,  but  it’s  true.  It’s  a  crisis  of 
leadership. 

“If  a  man  feels  a  responsibility 
to  the  public,  he  must  do  some- 
;  thing,  even  if  it  is  painful  and  dif- 
"va  ficult,"  he  continued,  referring  to 
r  his  decision  to  leave  the  Likud  in 
which  he  was  raised  and  start  a 
new  centrist  party.  “I  decided  to 
do  this,  to  offer  different  leader¬ 
ship."  .  • 

The  peace  process  is  at  a  criti¬ 
cal  point,  but  the  current  govern¬ 
ment  can’t  negotiate  with  the 
Palestinians,  Meridor  said, 
because  “they  know  that  what  he 
[Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu]  stands  up  for  in  the 
morning  will  collapse  by  the 
evening." 

See  MEMDOR,  Page  6 


Former  chief  of  General  Staff  Amnon  Lipkin-Shaliak  talks  to  reporters  yesterday  at  the  IDF 
Induction  Center  near  Tel  Aviv.  hi.oo«*iiJvwt/i««isw.» 


Shahak  trying  to 
enlist  Mordechai 

Former  CGS  hangs  up  uniform, 
hints  at  plans  for  centrist  party 


By  ELU  WOHLGELERNTER, 
MICHAL  YUDELMAN, 
and  UAT  COLLINS 

Former  chief  of  General  Staff 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak.  who  was 
discharged  from  the  fDF  yesterday 
after  36  years’  service,  is  heavily 
wooing  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Monieehai  to  join  his  new  centrist 
party  as  its  No.  2.  according  to  a 
source  involved  in  the  negotiations. 

“Shahak  wants  him  very  much, 
and  he’s  pressing  and  giving  it  all  he 
has.  to  make  it  possible  for 
Mordechai  to  join  him,”  said  the 
source.  “He  understands  that  this  is 
the  winning  ticket:  if  he  has 
Mordechai  in  second  place,  he  has  a 
powerful  team,  he  has  a  person  who 
can  appeal  directly  to  the  core  of  the 
Likud  voters  -  those  who  are  not 
Ashkenazi.  among  whom 
Mordechai  is  very  popular.” 

Mordechai  Ls  also  being  courted 
by  Labor  Party  leader  Ehud  Barak, 
but  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
Mordechai  will  join  the  party. 

“R)r  him  tn  go  over  to  Labor  is 
very  difficult,  it’s  crossing  the  line.” 
said  the  source.  “But  for  him  to  go 
from  the  Likud  to  a  centrist  party  is 
much  easier." 

Mordechai  has  indicated  in  con¬ 
versations  this  week  that  he  does  not 
trust  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  anymore,  having  already 
been  burned  by  him  several  times. 

The  source  said  thai  Shahak  s 
confidants  have  been  talking  on  the 


phone  daily  with  Mordechai ’s  peo¬ 
ple  over  the  past  week.  Timing  is 
critical  for  Shahak.  because  he  must 
move  fast  to  form  and  register  a  new 
party,  and  announce  where  Likud 
defectors  Ronni  Milo  and  Dan 
Meridor  stand  on  the  patty  lisL  They 


would  probably  be  third  and  fourth, 
respectively,  if  Mordechai  becomes 
No.  2. 


Barak  warns  Shahak, 

Page  2 

Love  aft  first  sight?,  Page  13 


Mordechai ’s  only  reason  for  not 
joining  Shahak  immediately  is 
because  he  Ls  waiting  to  see  whether 
his  close  friend.  Jerusalem  Mayor 
Ehud  Olmert.  will  run  for  the  Likud 
leadership. 

As  for  Mordechai  staying  with 
Netanyahu,  the  only  chance  of  that 
said  the  source,  is  “if  he  plays  his 
cards  wrong  and  announces  his 
intentions  too  late,  when  everything 
will  be  dosed  already.  Shahak  can’t 
wait  too  long:  he  has  to  start  his 
campaign  very  quickly:  it’s  only  two 
or  three  months  before  elections."  . 


Netanyahu’s  campaign  manager. 
Justice  Minister  Tzahi  Hanegbi,  met 
last  night  ,  with  Mordechai  in  an 
attempt  to  persuade  him  not  to  leave 
the  Likud. 

A  senior  coalition  member  yester¬ 
day  proposed  that  Netanyahu  tender 
his  resignation  to  the  Knesset  on 
Monday,  thus  sabotaging  both 
Shahak's  and  Olmert  s  chances  of 
running  for  prime  minister.  If 
Netanyahu  resigns,  according  to  the 
law,  the  new  prime  minister  may 
only  be  elected  from  among  MKs. 

But  a  source  close  to  Netanyahu 
said  this  would  be  an  ugly  trick  and 
Netanyahu  is  not  considering  ll 

Emerging  from  the  IDF  Induction 
Center  at  Tel  Hashomer.  Shahak 
announced  he  is  embarking  on  a 
new  way  which  would  give  people 
hope  and  unite  the  different  parts  of 
the  nation. 

He  spoke  of  the  “tremendous 
sense  of  responsibility  which  brings 
me  today  to  a  difficult  decision, 
together  with  the  feeling  of  people 
who  expect  and  want  something  dif¬ 
ferent  in  this  country.  The  division 
among  us  is  bad  for  everyone...  I 
believe  in  a  new  way.  a  way  which 
join  its  many  sectors  of  society 
together  as  possible  and  gives  hope 
to  all  those  who  feel  they  need  it.  as 
I  do.  We  must  join  hands,  give  up 
everything  to  do  with  ego  as  much 
as  possible...  I  will  contribute  every¬ 
thing  I  can  to  this.” 

See  SHAHAK,  Page  6 
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J’lem  Syndrome  to  surge  in  2000 


By  JUDY  SIEGEL 


Die  number  of  religious  pil¬ 
grims  who  think  they  are  the 
messiah,  Moses,  David,  Elijah, 
or  Jesus  is  likely  to  swell,  as  peo¬ 
ple  suffering  from  the  “Jerusalem 
Syndrome"  are  encouraged  by  a 
large  audience  of  normal 
Christian  visitors  expected  to 
arrive  here  in  2000  and  2001 . 

Prof.  Richard  Landes,  an 
expert  in  medieval  history  at 
Boston  University  and  director 
of  its  Center  for  Millennial 
Studies,  predicted  yesterday  that 
local  psychiatric  facilities  will 
need  to  prepare  themselves  for 
coping  with  tbe  phenomenon 
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when  the  reputed  2,000th 
anniversary  of  Jesus’s  birth  rolls 
around. 

Landes,  an  Orthodox  Jew  who 
has  studied  the  last  1,000  years 
of  relations  between  Jews  and 
Christians,  said  that  in  1033,  the 
1,000th  anniversary  of  Jesus’s 


crucifixion,  hordes  of  people 
came  to  Jerusalem  to  mark  the 
event  -  and  many  refused  to 
leave.  This,  he  suggested,  could 
repeat  itself  now,  at  least  to  some 
extent. 

See  SYNDROME,  Page  6 
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in  brief 


PA:  Arafat  offended  by  Sharon’s  manners 

A  spokesman  for  Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon  said  yesterday 
that  Palestinian  officials,  who  refused  to  meet  with  him  because 
he  would  not  shake  their  hands,  were  "only  hurting  themselves.” 

He  was  reaching  to  media  reports  that  Palestinian  Authority 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  refused  to  meet  with  Sharon  because  he 
did  not  shake  the  chairman's  hand  at  the  US-Israeli-PaJestinian 
summit  at  Enez  checkpoint  12  days  ago. 

“If  representatives  of  the  [Palestinian]  Authority  boycott  joint 
meetings,  they  are  basically  halting  the  process.”  the  spokesman 
said.  Danna  Harman 

Mote  receives  results  of  inqufry 

The  conclusions  of  an  £DF  inquiry  into  the  deaths  of 
SgLNahum  Elah,  Sgt.  Raz  Promovitch,  and  SgL  Yosef  Ben- 
Moha,  and  the  wounding  of  four  other  Golani  Brigade  soldiers 
in  the  security  zone  on  November  16  were  accepted  by  Chief  of 
General  Staff  LL-Gen.  Shaul  Mofaz  yesterday.  The  operational 
and  intelligence  recommendations  mentioned  in  the  inquiry, 
beaded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Yisrael  Ziv,  were  listed  as  highly  classi¬ 
fied.  Marmot  Dudkevitch 

Weizman  invites  PM  for  meeting 

President  Ezer  Weizman  yesterday  invited  Prime  Minister 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  for  a  meeting  on  Monday  to  discuss 
implementation  of  the  Wye  agreement  with  the  Palestinians, 
Israel  Radio  reported  last  night.  It  said  the  prime  minister  had 
accepted  the  president’s  invitation.  Weizman  is  said  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  that  Netanyahu  has  put  the  accord  on  hold  ahead  of 
upcoming  elections.  Jerusalem  Post  Staff 


Pnina  Rosenblum 
miming  for  Knesset 


•  PNINA  Rosenblum  yesterday 
registered  her  party,  Pnina 
Rosenblum.  with  the  party  regis¬ 
trar. 

“I've  registered,  mama,"  she 
told  her  mother  in  a  telephone 
conversation  played  on  Israel 
Radio. 

The  former 
model  who  has 
become  a  role 
model  to  many 
women  would 
only  say  about 
her  party  that  her 
number  2  would 
not  be  a  general. 

Rosenblum, 
plans  were  first 
said  yesterday  ‘She  wou!t| 
the  last  “laugh  all  the 
way  to  the  Knesset" 

•  MK  EITAN  Cabel 
(Labor)  has  asked  that 
election  broadcasts  be 
banned  on  pirate  sta¬ 
tions.  “Pirate  stations, 
and  first  and  foremost 
Arutz  7  are  a  conve¬ 
nient  and  cheap  tool 
for  unrestrained  ex¬ 
tremist  political  pro¬ 
paganda 
without  acceptable 
supervision,"  he  said.  Cabel  sug¬ 
gested  that  parties  which  violate 
such  an  order  be  punished  by 
having  money  allocated  under 
the  Party  Funding  Law  deducted 
from  their  budget  “Public 
money  should  not  be  spent  on 
pirate  stations,"  he  said.  MK 
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Benny  Elon  (Moledet),  who  has 
a  regular  spot  on  Arutz  7, 
accused  Cabel  of  waging  a  sys¬ 
tematic  campaign  against  a  sta¬ 
tion  which  holds  views  he 
opposes.  He  said  the  Arutz  7 
ship  broadcasts  from  outside 
Israeli  territorial 
waters  and  is  try¬ 
ing  to  find  a  solu¬ 
tion  to  legalize 
the  station. 


•  FORMER  La¬ 
bor  MK  Shlomo 
Buhbut  is  trying 
new  party  with  a 


ffcffioaE; 
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P.  Rosenblum 

(Israel  Sun) 


to  establish  a 
SMpctly  giregio 
sorbed  the 
.^“L^have  rSpokepu,with  sweral 
tf&erMjks&pIe.  inaud- 
“  ing  C&raril  heads-and 
business’  people  and 
there  has  been  a  post* 
tive  response."  said 
Buhbut 

Buhbut  stressed  that 
he  would  not  be  seek¬ 
ing  election  and  was 
“more  than  satisfied” 
to  continuing  being 
mayor  of  Ma’alot- 
Tarshiha. 

“The  time  has  come 
for  Galilee,  where 
there  are  500,000  eligible  Jewish 
and  Arab  voters,  to  have  its  own 
party  which  would  be  concerned 
with  the  region  -  not  Judea  and 
Samaria,  not  the  center  of  the 
country,  but  solely  with  helping 
to  promote  and  develop  the 
Galilee,”  said  Buhbut. 
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By  MKHAL  YUDEIMAN 

Labor  leader  Ehud  Barak  yester¬ 
day  warned  former  chief  of  staff 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  not  to 
make  use  of  Yitzhak  Rabin’s  name 
in  bis  campaign  for  prime  minister. 

A  number  of  Labor  leaders, 
including  MKs  Binyamin  Ben- 
Eliezer  and  Efraim  Sneh.  yester¬ 
day  reiterated  Barak’s  recent  call 
on  Lipkin-Shahak  to  join  Labor  to 
defeat  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Asked  why  he  did  not  accept 
Barak's  call,  Lipkin-Shahak  gave 
at  least  four  reasons  yesterday. 

He  did  not  want  to  be  identified 
with  a  party  considered  left  wing, 
Barak  was  less  popular  among 
important  segments  of  society  than 
Shimon  Peres,  the  left  alone  could 
not  win  the  elections  and  Labor  on 
its  own  cannot  achieve  peace  due 
to  the  leftist  image  which  has  stuck 
to  it  However,  a  new  centrist  party 
including  within  it  right-wing  ele¬ 
ments,  will  succeed,  be  said. 

Lipkin-Shahak  was  also  quoted 
in  Ha  'aretz  as  saying  “the  goal  is 
to  topple  Netanyahu  from  power, 
and  the  most  efficient  way  of 
achieving  this  is  with  a  center 
party,  which  will  consist  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  broad  sectors  of 
the  public.”  Lipkin-Shahak  said 
Labor  and  Merely,  don't  enable 
new  forces  to  penetrate  their  ranks. 

Concerning  the  leadership  of  the 
new  party,  he  said  if  polls  indicate 
MK  Dan  Men  dor  is  more  popular 
than  he  is,  he  would  agree  to  step 
down  and  become  Mender's  num¬ 
ber  2. 

At  the  meeting  of  Labor's  leader¬ 
ship  yesterday,  Barak  did  not  refer 
to  Lipkin-Shahak 's  comments 


about  Labor,  but  said,  “I  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning  one  man 
who  is  no  longer  with  us,  Yitzhak 
Rabin,  who  never  confused,  even 
during  the  most  difficult  times,  in 
uniform  and  for  years  afro1  joining 
Labor,  the  leader  for  the  movement 
which  he  led.  Whoever  doesn’t 
understand  this  connection  must 
not  use  Rabin's  name  "  Barak  said. 

MK  Yossi  Beilin  said  Lipkin- 
Shahak  was  hesitant  to  expose  his 
left-wing  views  and  is  trying  to 
dissociate  himself  from  Labor's 
positions.MK  Eli  Goldschmidt 
blasted  Lipkin-Shahak  for  teaming 
up  with  MK'  Dan  Mer^dor,  who 
opposed  the  Oslo  peace  process. 

Among  those  whose  support  will 
seriously  be  canvassed  by  a  new 
center  party  are  Oslo-supporting 
religious  Israelis  who  have  voted 
Labor  or  even  Meretz,  for  want  of 
a  suitable  alternative. 

Aryeh  Dean  Cohen  adds: 

The  spokesman  for  the  Meimad 
Party,  which  sought  but  failed  to 
attract  most  of  the  liberal  religious 
population,  said  yesterday  the 
party  welcomed  Shahak’s  entry 
into  the  political  arena  with  antici¬ 
pation.  Meimad  has  held  meetings 
with  leaders  of  the  proposed  cen¬ 
ter  party,  and  secretariat  chairman 
Rabbi  Michael  Melchior 
expressed  the  hope  that  Shahak 
“will  be  able  to  exploit  the  great 
popularity  he  has  gained  to 
advance  Israel’s  image  as  a  more 
Jewish  and  more  democratic 
state."  Melchior  added  that 
Shahak  would  be  evaluated  ou  his 
ability  to  find  solutions  to  “the 
growing  tribal  behavior  in  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  threat  of  the  deep  split 
in  relations  between  religious  and 
secular  Israelis." 


Ehud  Barak  at  the  Labor  Party  leadership  meeting  yesterday. 
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Porat  seeks  June  1 
as  election  day 


By  UAT  COLLINS 

Knesset  Law  Committee 
Chairman  Hanan  Porat  (National 
Religious  Party)  yesterday  pro¬ 
posed  June  1,  1999  as  the  dine  for 
the  national  elections.  Forat’s  com¬ 
mittee  is  responsible  for  furthering 
thegassqgg  qgjbftbaH  calling  foflhe 
dissblutioft  o£fli(£Kae^ct  and-early 
ele^ons^^bejpqpiJgittce  is  sefied- 
ulecFto  Wad  Amfctmg  on  Mwiday 
to  prepare  thebifi  fof  a  secondhand 
third  reading. 

He.  suggested  the  Julie  1  date  in  a 
letter  he  sent  yesterday  to  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
Labor  Party  leader  Ehud  Barak, 
Likud  whip  Meir  Sheetrit,  and 
Labor  whip  Elie  Goldschmidt  call¬ 
ing  on  the  parties  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  a  date  before  Monday’s 
committee  meeting. 

Sheetrit  told  The  Jerusalem  Post 
the  June  1  date  is  also  the  one 
favored  by  Netanyahu,  although 
Sheetrit  personally  prefers  a  March 
polling  day.  Labor  still  seems  to  be 
pushing  for  an  earlier  date  than 
June. 

Labor's  Haim  Ramon,  who  initi¬ 
ated  the  early  elections  bill  along 
with  Meretz  whip  Haim  Or  on, 
favors  April  27.  At  a  Labor  meeting 
yesterday,  Barak  said  the  party 
wants  elections  between  the  end  of 
April  and  the  third  week  of  May. 

Sheetrit  said  that  neither  the  coali¬ 
tion  nor  the  opposition  had  yet 
agreed  on  a  dare  among  their  own 
members.  Meretz  leader  Yossi  Sarid 
wants  elections  in  March. 


In  the  letter  Porat  mentioned  the 
opinion  of  the  Central  Elections 
Committee,  claiming  that  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  prepare  for  elec¬ 
tions  unless  given  at  least  90  days 
after  the  date  is  announced. 

He  noted  the  date  needs  to  take 
into  account  the  Pessah  vacation: 
the  fctolocaast  Martyrs’  and  Heroes' 
Remembrance  Day;  Remembrance 
Pay.  for  the  Fallen  of  Israel’s  Wars; 
and  Yom  Ha’atzmaut.  Efisctioi&are 
traditionally  held  on  Tuesdays.  - 

Porat  also  said,  “We  have  to  pay 
attention  to  the  sensitive  May  4 
date  on  which  the  Palestinian 
Authority  intends  declaring  a  state 
-  when  it  is  not  appropriate  to  be 
in  the  middle  of  elections  and  per¬ 
haps  even  between  the  first  and 
second  round  of  elections  for 
prime  minister. 

“I  would  add  that  these  elections 
are  particularly  fateful  for  the  future 
of  Israel,  its  security  and  borders.  It 
is  appropriate  that  we  allow  all  par¬ 
ties  -  old  and  new  -  to  ready  them¬ 
selves,"  Porat  said. 

He  said  the  June  1  date  would 
allow  the  Knesset  to  continue  to 
function  properly  up  to  the  Pessah 
recess  which  starts  March  17,  with¬ 
out  requiring  its  dissolution  in  mid¬ 
session. 

Netanyahu  reportedly  would  like 
the  early  June  date,  as  it  gives  the 
government  more  time  to  take  steps 
to  improve  its  image,  while  allow¬ 
ing  time  for  Amnon  Lipkin- 
Shahak’s  popularity  to  wane  once 
his  political  campaign  gets  under 
way. 


Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  at  a  glance 


1944  -  bom  in  Tel  Aviv 

1959  -  enrolled  in  Haifa's  military  academy 

1962  -  drafted  and  joined  the  Parairoop 
Brigade 

1967  -  during  the  Six  Day  War  served  as  a 
company  commander 

1968  -  decorated  for  courage  for  his  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  Karame  Operation,  liquidating  ter¬ 
rorists  inside  Jordan. 

1973  -  during  the  Yom  Kippur  War  served  as 
a  reconnaissance  unit  commander,  -participat¬ 
ing  in  numerous  secret  raids  in  Beirut. 

Decorated  fbF  courage  for  his  participation  in 
the  Aviv  Neurim  raid  on  PLO  headquarters  in 
Beirut  SSS  si¬ 
r-battalion  commander,  deputy 


commander  of  the  35th  Paratroops,  brigade 
commander,  commander  of  an  armored  divi¬ 
sion. 

1983  -  appointed  OC  Central  Command 
1986  -  appointed  OC  Intelligence 
1991  -  appointed  deputy  chief  of  General 
Staff  and  commanded  Operation  Solomon,  the 
airlift  of  Ethiopian  Jewry 
1995  -  appointed  the  15th  IDF  chief  of 
General  Staff  by  then  defense  minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin 

Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  is  married  to  Tali, 
whom  he  met  while  she  was  a  military  corre¬ 
spondent  during  the  Lebanon  war.  He  is  the 
father  of  five  children  and  holds  a  BA  in  histo¬ 
ry  from  Tel  Aviv  University.  Margot  Dudkevitch 
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The  politics  of  conciliation 


Winning  numbers 


In  yesterday's  Payis  Hauk  drawing,  ticket  number  7868 12  won  NIS  1.5  miDion.  while  ticket 
number  587922  won  die  cat  Tickeis  775323.535786,  162401.447422,600163,090869,776518 
and  248184  won  NIS  5.000. 

Tickets  ending  in  67306,  48306,  06263,  59469,  62438.  32491,  59658,  91224.  16876.  90958. 
47193. 66905. 58823.  84587, 00072,  25279.  I9SS2. 67476  nod  26470  won  NIS  l  .000. 

Tickets  ending  m  117, 694. 620  and  659  Mm  NIS  100.  Tickers  ending  in  05. 23, 69  and  55  won  30 
NIS.  Tickets  ending  in  99  and  45  won  20  NIS.  Tickets  ending  m  3  and  9  won  NTS  10. 


The  bumper  stickers  are  not  yet 
printed,  the  campaign  jingles  not 
yet  scored,  the  official  platforms  not 
yet  written,  the  election  date  not  yet 
set. 

One  of  the  leading  candidates  - 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  -  has  not 
even  yet  officially  declared.  But  the 
themes  of  this  campaign  are  crystal 
clear. 

The  weeks  up  to  the  election  will 
just  be  variations  on  motifs  already 
woven. 

No  sooner  had  US  image  guru 
James  Carville  deplaned  last  week, 
than  Ehud  Barak  told  a  press  con¬ 
ference  that  if  elected,  he  will  build 
a  government  “for  all  the  citizens  of 
Israel,  not  just  for  the  extremists." 
This  line  has  found  its  way  into 
numerous  public  statement's  Barak 
has  made  since  then,  including  his 
Knesset  speech  on  Monday.  He  is 
outlining  the  theme  of  his  cam¬ 
paign:  a  completely  untrustworthy 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  is  held 
hostage  by  the  settlers  and  the 
hared im.  It  is  the  politics  of  them 
against  us,  the  levelheaded  versus 
the  extremists.  It  is  a  strain  of  the 
divisive  politics  that  characterized 
the  country  in  the  months  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  Rabin  assassination. 

Netanyahu  has  taken  a  similar 
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approach.  In  the  remarks  he  has 
made  since  Monday’s  Knesset  vote, 
he  has  spoken  of  how  the  Left 
ganged  up  on  him,  how  the  Left 
will  sell  everything  out,  how  the 
Left  is  Yasser  Arafat's  preferred 
choice.  It  is  the  politics  of  them 
against  us.  the  levelheaded  versus 
the  extremists.  It  is  a  strain  of  divi¬ 
sive  politics  that  characterized  the 
country  in  the  months  just  prior  to 
the  Rabin  assassination.  • 

Into  this  breach  is  where  Shahak 
stepped  yesterday,  when  he  formal¬ 
ly  kicked  off  his  army  boots  and 
officially  put  on  his  politician's 
shoes.  He  didn't  say  much  at  his 
impromptu  press  conference,  but 
what  he  said  contrasted  starkly  with 
the  message  the  other  candidates 
are  sending. 

“I  believe  in  a  new  way,  a  way 
that  will  join  as  many  sectors  of 
society  together  as  possible,"  he 
said.  “Everything  we  do  together 
will  succeed." 

Had  either  Barak  or  Netanyahu 
mouthed  these  words,  no  one  would 


have  believed  them.  How  can  Barak 
talk  about  welding  as  many  sectors 
of  society  together  as  possible  when 
he  dismisses  many  of  the  religious 
and  the  settlers  as  extremists.  And 
how  can  Netanyahu  talk  of  doing 
the  same  when  be  rails  constantly 
against  the  Left,  which  in  his  mind  \ 
even  includes  the  likes  of  Dan4l 
Meridor.  f 

It  is  likely  that  many  people  will 
dismiss  what  Shahak  said  about 
domestic  peace  being  a  prerequisite 
to  peace  with  the  country’s  neigh¬ 
bors  as  an  empty  platitude;  one  • 
more  suited  for  a  public  relations 
campaign  on  the  sides  of  lagged 
buses  than  for  serious  political  dis¬ 
course.  But  it  is  a  platitude  that  neir 
ther  Netanyahu  or  Barak  moutii.- 
Shahak,  in  his  deep,  measured 
tones,  yesterday  placed  himself 
squarely  between Barak  apd 
Netanyahu,  and  spoke  words  that 
are  likely  to  carry  enormous  appeal 
to  a  nation  that  poll  after  poll  shows 
is  more  concerned  about  internal 
polarization  than,  the  Palestinian 
problem.  Shahak  has  thrown,  down 
a  challenge  to  Barak  arid 
Netanyahu.  .  If  the  polls  show  that 
his  message  is  effective,  then  Barak 
and  Netanyahu' may  .  be  forced  to 
adjust  their  own  rhetoric.  .■  •  J..  *: 
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The  fiscal  year  is  ending. 
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What 

'happens  to 
Jerusalem 
if  Olmert 
joins  race? 


By  ELU  WOHLGELEJttfTER 


i 


.  'If  Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert 
runs  for  jjnme  minister  and  wins, 
what  happens  to  his  mayoralty? 

During  Tils  campaign  for  prime 
minister;  Olmert  would  remain  as 
mayor.  Upon  his  ejection,  he  would, 
t  of  course,  have  to  step  down,  and 
i^gpjbus  No.  2 would  become  temporary 
,  mayor  until  new  elections  are  held. 
In  the  last  City  Council,  that  posi¬ 
tion  was  held  by  Deputy  Mayor  Uri 
Ltqxrlianski.  Coalition  agreements 
have  not  yet  been  oiganized  for  the 
present  council,  but  should 
Lupolianski  remain  No.  2.  he  would 
then  become,  temporarily,  the  first 
haredi  mayor  of  Jerusalem. 

Once  Olmert  steps  down,  new 
elections  for  mayor  must  take  place 
60  days  later,  or  on  the  last  Tuesday 
before  die  60-day  limit  is  up.  This 
procedure  was  only  made  law  in 
March.  Under  the  old  system,  the 
City  Council  would  elect  a  succes¬ 
sor  among  members  of  the  council. 

‘It  makes  a  great  deal  of  common 
sense,”  said  Li  or  Chorev,  head  of 
dj&fective  Media,  a  political  consult¬ 
ing  firm.  ‘If  the  people  voted  in  a 
direct  election  of  a  mayor,  they  have 
the  right  to  vote  again." 


PM  warns  Olmert 

not  to  contest  him 


me. 


Jerusalem  Mayra  Ehud  Olmert  (1)  chats  with  MK  Dan  Meridor  yesterday  outside  the  Defense 
Ministry  in  Tel  Aviv,  where  they  each  met  with  Defense  Minster  Yitzhak  Mordechai.  (Mad  Manon/israci  son> 


By  D  ANNA  HARMAN 
and  BMCHAL  YUPELMAN 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  indicated  yesterday 
that  he  is  disappointed  by 
Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert’s 
reported  plans  to  run  against  him 
in  the  upcoming  elections.  He 
called  them  “strange"  and 
warned  Olmert  it  would  be  a  mis¬ 
take  to  run  against  him. 

“Up  until  five  weeks  ago.  I 
helped  Olmert  in  his  campaign 
[for  mayor]  and  contributed 
greatly  to  his  success.  There  was¬ 
n't  a  moment  in  which  he  came 
to  me  for  help  in  which  T  didn't 
respond,  and  we  effecred  far 
reaching  changes  in  my  efforts  to 
strengthen  Jerusalem.  Therefore 
it's  [Olmert's  behavior]  certainly 
strange.  But  what's  more  impor¬ 
tant  is,  there  is  no  candidate  who 
can  get  the  overwhelming  sup¬ 
port  of  Likud  members  but  me," 
he  said  at  a  farewell  party  for 
cabinet  secretary  Dan  Naveb  in 
Jerusalem. 

“There  is  no  candidate  who 
will  be  able  to  get  the  support  of 
the  majority  of  Likud  members, 
or  the  sort  of  massive  public  sup¬ 
port  that  I  can...  and  I  think  this  is 
clear  to  most  people."  said 
Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu  said  be  is  disap¬ 
pointed  with  Olmert’s  activity  in 


the  Likud  and  his  reported  plans 
to  run  against  him  for  the  Likud 
leadership,  saying  Olmert  would 
be  making  a  mistake  if  he  does 
so.  Netanyahu  said  he  would  win 
such  a  showdown  and  he  is  the 
only  one  who  can  lead  the  Likud 
to  victory  in  the  general  elec¬ 
tions.  ■ 

Olmert  still  has  not  decided 
whether  to  contest  the  Likud 
leadership  and  continued  meet¬ 
ing  with  party  members  and 
politicians  yesterday  in  an  effort 
to  muster  broad  support. 

“This  is  the  worst  government 
in  the  history  of  the  state." 
Olmert  said  in  an  interview  on 
CNN  on  Wednesday  night. 
Yesterday,  he  expressed  concern 
for  the  situation  in  the  Likud. 

"The  situation  is  not  simple. 
The  internal  crisis,  the  feeling  of 
losing  correct  perspective,  and 
the  feeling  of  breakdown  is 
beginning  ~to  gain  momentum. 
My  best  friends  in  the  party,  like 
Dan  Meridor  and  [Ze’ev]  Benny 
Begin  are  quitting  the  party.  This 
is  extremely  worrying.  I  feel 
deep  sorrow  for  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  party."  Olmert  told 
Israel  Radio. 

In  response  to  Netanyahu’s 
criticism,  Olmert  said.  "I  helped 
Netanyahu  get  elecred  prime 
minister  and  I  won't  be  angry 
with  him  if  he  decides  to  contend 


with  me.  1  don't  think  whatever 
he  did  for  ray  election  is  relevant 
right  now.” 

Netanyahu  was  quoted  saying 
in  private  conversations  that  if 
Olmert  wants  a  fight,  he  will  get 
one.  Netanyahu  yesterday 
appointed  Justice  Minister  Tzahi 
Hanegbi  his  campaign  chairman. 

After  meeting  with  Defense 
Minister  Yitzhak  Mordechai  for 
almost. two  hours,  Olmert  said  he 
has  not  yet  decided  whether  to 
contest  the  party's  leadership,  but 
has  become  more  convinced  of 
the  urgency  of  rehabilitating  the 
Likud  and  putting  together  a 
large  group  for  this  purpose. 

MonJechai  also  met  yesterday 
with  Labor  MK  Shimon  Peres 
and  is  believed  to  be  in  close  con¬ 
tact  with  emerging  candidate 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  as  well. 
Mordechai *s  moves  will  effect 
Olmert's  decision  and  it  is 
assumed  he  will  not  run  against 
Netanyahu  without  Mordechai's 
support. 

Earlier  he  met  with  Begin,  who 
made  it  clear  he  is  leaving  the 
Likud  and  intends  to  run  for 
prime  minister  at  the  head  of  a 
right-wing  party.  Begin  is  still 
withholding  a  public  announce¬ 
ment  due  to  pressures  from  with¬ 
in  the  Likud  and  from  the  right 
wine  that  running  for  prime  min¬ 
ister  would  split  the  Right. 


Netanyahu  blasts  media 


By  DAMMA  HARMAN 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  yesterday  lashed  out  at 
the  media,  accusing  them  of  parti¬ 
sanship  and  claiming  that  most 
people  in  the  press  are  "working 
for  the  Left  in  an  attempt  to  topple 
me." 

“This  has  been  going  on  from  my 
f  very  first  day  in  office.  There  has 
Vj'  not  been  a  moment  of  grace  from 
V  my  political  rivals,  and  the  press 
that  gives  them  their  stage,”  said 
Netanyahu  at  a  farewell  party  for 
pbj qerseeretaiy,  Dan  .Naveh,  whcr: 
has.  decided  to  nm  for  the  Knesset, 
on  the  Likud  list _ _ — 

“There  is  an  attempt  here  to  sys- 


l  union 


Dr.  Retivut 

fixes  it 

TEN  Years  of 
successful  solutions 


Dr.  Retivut:  dealing  with  damp 
i  (knoogb  expertise,  technology  and  care 
■  09-  8624043  -  Netanya,  Dan,  Sharon 
03-9068536  -  Tel  Aviv  &  Jerusalem 


(ematically  slander  me...  bur  it 
makes  no  impression  on  me...  and  I 
have  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  it 
will  not  make  an  impression  on  the 
public  and  that  1  will  win  the  elec¬ 
tions  conclusively  and  convincing¬ 
ly-” 

No  replacement  has  been  named 
for  Naveh,  so  his  deputy.  Aaron 
Ushanski..  will  temporarily  fill  in 
for  him  on  his  cabinet '  duties. 
Tomer  Orani,  an  senior  aide  to 
Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon*  will 
fill  Naveh’s  role  on  the  Palestinian- 
Israeli  steering  committee. 


Seeking  Rabbi 

•for  w©H-estabfehednsodalhL * 
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A  muted  Christmas  Eve  in  Bethlehem  Palestinian  entry 

eased  for  Ramadan, 


HAW  SHAPIRO 


Christmas  Eve  festivities  in 
Bethlehem  were  muted  this  year, 
as  a  result  of  the  dearth  of  tourists, 
frightened  away  by  the  recent  US 
attacks  on  Iraq  and  preparations 
for  2000,  which  have  left  many 
streets  and  much  of  Manger 
Square,  facing  the  ancient  Church 
of  the  Nativity,  in  disarray. 

Eyewitnesses  reported  that 
Palestinian  policemen  beat  a  num¬ 
ber  of  tourists  who  attempted  to 
enter  the  church  while  Suha 
Arafat,  the  wife  of  Palestinian 
Authority  Chairman  Yasser  Arafat, 
was  inside. 

According  to  one  witness,  a 
senior  police  official  subsequently 
apologized  profusely  to  the 
tourists,  and  invited  them  to  enrer 
the  church,  but  they  refused 

The  Palestinian  Police  then 
received  orders  to  allow  all  tourists 
to  enter  the  church. 

George  Samur,  deputy-director 
of  tourism  for  the  PA,  said  yester¬ 
day  afternoon  that  relatively  few 
people  came  to  view  the  tradition¬ 
al  entry  of  Latin  Patriarch  Michel 
Sabbah  into  the  city,  despite  the 
fine  weather.  The  patriarch  was 
accompanied  by  Israeli  officials 
and  police  on  horseback  from  his 
residence  in  the  Latin  Patriarchate 
in  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem  to  the 
checkpoint  at  Rachel's  Tomb  on 
the  outskirts  of  Bethlehem,  where 
he  was  received  by  Palestinian 
officials  and  Palestinian  police¬ 
men,  also  on  horseback. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  patri¬ 
arch  was  preceded  into  Manger 
Square  by  Christian  boy  scouts, 
many  of  them  with  drums  and  bag¬ 
pipes  and  the  banners  of  their  scout 
groups,  as  well  as  Palestinian  flags. 
The  Palestinian  flags  and  pictures 
of  Arafat  also  constituted  a  large 
part  of  the  Christmas  decorations 
around  the  square. 

“We  hope  that  many  people  will 
come  tonight,"  Samur  said  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  celebrations  in  the 
square. 


"v  •  •'  / 


Latin  Patriarch  Michel  Sabbah  blesses  the  crowd  as  the  Christinas  procession  makes  its  way  into  Bethlehem's  Church  of  the  Nativity 
for  a  mass  yesterday,  <Ap> 


The  local  tourism  office  had 
organized  a  concert  of  choirs  for 
the  evening,  including  groups  from 
the  US,  Korea,  France,  Belgium, 
and  Germany,  as  well  as  three  local 
groups.  At  midnight,  Sabbah  was 
scheduled  to  preside  at  a  Pontifical 
High  Mass  in  St.  Catherine’s 
Church,  the  Roman  Catholic 
parish  church  adjoining  the 


Church  of  the  Nativity.  For  those 
not  lucky  enough  to  obtain  the  free 
tickets,  distributed  by  Catholic 
officials  in  advance,  the  mass  was 
shown  on  a  huge  television  screen 
in  the  square. 

In  Nazareth,  the  annual 
Christmas  Eve  parade  took  place 
without  incident,  despite  clashes 
last  week  in  which  supporters  of 


the  Moslem  city  council  list  had 
wrecked  shops  with  Christmas 
decorations.  Moslem  and 
Christian  clergy  representing  a 
wide  range  of  communities 
marched  at  the  bead  of  the  proces¬ 
sion,  in  which  scouts,  school 
groups,  choirs,  and  representatives 
of  many  institutions  took  part. 
Local  observers  said  they  sensed 


that  a  large  number  of  police,  in 
plainclothes  as  well  as  in  uniform, 
were  also  present. 

The  main  Nazareth  mass,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Annunciation,  as 
well  as  masses  in  other  churches, 
were  scheduled  for  7  p.m.,  to 
enable  worshipers  to  get  borne  to 
view  the  mass  from  Bethlehem  on 
television. 


Damage  assessment  begins  in  North 


By  DAVID  RUDGE 

Quiet  returned  to  the  northern 
border  yesterday  as  the  task  contin¬ 
ued  of  assessing  and  repairing  the 
damage  wreaked  by  Hizbullah’s 
Wednesday  morning  Katyusha  bar¬ 
rage. 

t ,  Schools  and  kindergartens,  facto* 
riesl  shops,  and  offices  reopened 
after  being  closed  since  Tuesday 


evening,  when  residents  were 
ordered  to  enter  bomb  shelters  and 
remain  there. 

Of  the  16  people  treated  mainly 
for  shock  and  relatively  tight 
injuries,  four  remained  in  Safed’s 
-•  Rebecca-  Sieff  Hospital,  including 
carpenter  Raft  Amram  who  was  hit 
in  the  chest  by  shrapnel  and  moder¬ 
ately  wounded.  His  condition  was 
reported  to  be  improving. 


Kav  La’Oved 

78  Ailenby  St, Tel  Aviv  Tel:  03-510-2266  Fax  03-517-3081 
Worker’s  Rights 

The  following  rights  some  of  what  Israeli  Labor  Law  demands  that  I 
all  workers  in  Israel,  legal  or  illegal,  Israeli  or  migrant,  receive  from 
their  employers.  j 

Minimum  Wage:  N1S  2622  for  1S6  hours  of  work  a  month  (14.10 
NIS/hour) 

Travel  Allowance:  Workers  who  pay  their  own  transportation 
expenses  to  work  must  be  reimbursed  by  their  employers  for  this 
expense  up  to  17.03  per  day. 

Annual  vacation:  Every  worker  is  entitled  to  12  days  of  paid  holiday 
a  year  (in  addition  to  Shabbat). 

Holidays:  Workers  are  entitled  to  9  paid  religious  holidays  a  year 
(according  to  their  religion)  after  they  have  been  working  three 
months.  If  the  holiday  fells  on  Shabbat,  the  worker  is  not  paid  for 


Ma'alot  Mayor  Shlomo  Buhbut, 
chairman  of  the  forum  of  beads  of 
confrontation  tine  communities, 
said  dozens  of  homes  and  business¬ 
es,  including  a  bank,  were  dam¬ 
aged,  several  badly,  in  Kiryat 
Shmona  and  its  environs  and  in 
parts  of  Western  Galilee. 

“We  estimate  the  cost  of  damage 
to  property  to  be  about  NIS  25  rrul- 
tion  and  about  as  much  again  in 
indirect  damage  -  lost  production 
and  earnings  in  factories,  agricul¬ 
ture,  tourism,  and  all  other  forms  of 
work,"  said  Buhtot 

Members  of  the  forum  met  with 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  when  he  visited  Kiryat 
Shmona  on  Wednesday  to  inspect 
the  damage.  Buhbut  said 
Netanyahu  had  promised  that  addi¬ 
tional  budgets  allocated  to  northern 
towns  3nd  villages  after  Operation 


ued,  as  would  tax  breaks  for  resi¬ 
dents. 

Nevertheless,  Buhbut  said  that  he 
and  some  other  council  heads  com¬ 
plained  that  the  North  is  bring  held 
hostage  by  Hizbullah.  He  called  on 
the  government  to  implement  the 
'  slogan:  “Ifit’s  not  quiet  in  the  north, 
it  won't  be  quiet  in  Beirut" 

Reuven  Weinberg,  owner  of  the 
Alaska  Inn  in  Metuifa.  said  he  along 
with  dozens  of  other  hoteliers  in  the 
North  had  been  inundated  with  can¬ 
cellations. 

“We  had  the  same  in  August  and 
now  this  time.  Instead  of  being  full 
over  the  weekend,  we  have  only  10 
rooms  occupied;  the  rest  will  be 
empty  because  people  have  can¬ 
celled,”  said  Weinberg. 

This  wasn't  the  fust  attack  and  it 
probably  won't  be  the  last.  We  all 
know  that  and  so  does  the  govenv- 


mouths.  If  ft 
that  holiday. 


Ideal 

Ambience 
&  Location  for 
Bar/ Bat  Mitzvah 
Celebrations 
Organizations, 
Special  Events  & 
All  Day  &  Evening 
Dining,  Coffee. 


174  Hagai  St. 
0-bru  Kc!srP;;s7al 

Tel:  02-62  7  7761 
02-627  7565 
Daily:  S;50  a.m.  (o 
10:30  p.m. 
Motza'ai  Shabbat: 
till  1V.30  p.m. 


Recuperation  Pay:  After  one  full  year  of  work  every  worker  is 
entitled  to  five  days  of  recuperation  pay  at  a  rate  of  NIS260  per  day.  Grapes  of  Wrath  would  be  contin-  menu  which  is  why  I  can ’t  under¬ 


payment  of  Wages:  Workers  salaries  must  be  paid  by  no  later  than 
the  10th  of  the  following  month. 

Sick  Pay:  Workers  absent  from  work  due  to  illness  should  be  paid 
75%  of  their  wages  (starting  with  the  third  day)  upon  presenting  a 
doctor’s  note. 

Work  Accidents:  Workers  injured  during  the  course  of  their  work 
or  in  transit  to  their  work  (legally  or  illegally  employed)  are  entitled 
to  compensation  from  the  National  Insurance.  i 

Maternity  Payments:  All  women  workers  are  entitled  to  coverage 
for  hospitalization  when  giving  birth;  a  one  time  birth  grant;  and  | 
three  months  of  paid  maternity  leave  from  the  National  Insurance. 

Severance  pay:  Workers  fired  after  at  least  one  foil  year  of  work 
must  be  paid  severance  pay  at  a  rate  of  one  month's  salary  for  every 
year  worked. 

•  No  employer  of  agency  is  allowed  to  hold  or  confiscate  your 
passport  against  your  will .  It  is  illegal . 

'  No  employer  or  agency  can  deport  you  from  Israel. 

•  Make  sure  that  your  employer  is  not  taking  illegal  deductions 
from  your  salary.  If  you  suspect  this  you  can  bring  your  salary  slip 
to  Kav  La’Oved  or  the  Ministry  of  Labor  to  be  examined. 

•  Every  migrant  worker  (registered  or  not)  can  open  up  a  NIS  bank 
account  at  any  bank  in  Israel  upon  presentation  of  a  passport. 

•  Every  worker  is  entitled  to  receive  emergency  medical  care  at  all 
hospitals  in  Israel  whether  you  have  medical  insurance  or  not  and 
whether  you  have  a  visa  or  not. 

Useful  telephone  numbers:  s 

s 

Hotline  for  Deportees/Arrested  Workers:  03*517  3533  ,s 

Clink  for  Migrant  Workers:  03-687  5695  s 

27  Chelnov  St,  Tel  Aviv 

Open:  Sunday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  17:00-21:00 
Friday  (for  children  only)  9:00-13:00 

Ministry  of  Labor.  03-512  5377 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  believe  that  your  rights  have  been 
violated  call  Kav  La’Oved,  Sunday  -  Thursday  12:00-17:00  and 
Friday  (9:00-13:00).  Telephone  03-510  2266  or  03-510  1366 

In  Jerusalem:  Sunday  16:30-19:00,  Monday  10:00-14:00,  Thursday 
14:00-17:00.  TeL-  02-563  0698,  Eilat  07-632  6968 


i  HOME  AIR  FILTER  SYSTEMS 
i  for  Chemical  &  Biological  Warfare 

®  Recommended  by  the  Israel  Civil  Defense 

ft  OUR  EXPERTS  WILL  EVALUATE  YOUR  SITUATION. 

How  good  is  your  bomb  shelter?  No  bomb  shelter? 

I  LET  US  HELP  YOU  PREPARE!!  J 

|  Reserve  army  personnel  #  Experts  in  MB.C.  defense  | 

|  DON'T  BE  CAUGHT  UNPREPARED  | 

•  Thousands  of  satisfied  customers  *  Group  Inquiries  welcome 

.  A  &  ISI  Personal  Security  Consultants 
04-874-2819,050-399408,053-414964 

*  email:  m920280g@netvision.net.il 


stand  why  more  isn't  done  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  support  tourism  in  Upper 
Galilee. 

“Eilat  for  instance,  doesn’t  have  a 
security  problem.  I  think  that  at 
least  we  should  receive  the  same  as 
the  people  in  Eilat  where  they  don’t 
•have  (iT'pay  VAT.  "ThisT might 
encourage  more  people  to  come 
here  because  it  would  be  cheaper 
for  them,  apart  from  being  a  beauti¬ 
ful  part  of  the  country." 

Weinberg  noted  that  he  had 
changed  the  name  of  the  hotel  from 
Sheleg  Halevanon  to  Alaska  Inn 
because  of  the  bad  connotation  the 
word  Lebanon  conjures  up  in  the 
minds  of  foreign  tour  operators  and 
travel  agents.  "Our  hotel  has  been 
here  for  102  years  with  the  same 
name,  ft  wasn’t  an  easy  decision  to 
change  it  after  so  long,  but  the  name 
was  actually  hurting  the  business." 

Some  damage,  however,  was  even 
less  conspicuous. 

A  woman  in  the  early  stages  of 
pregnancy  who  had  ban  staying 
with  her  family  in  Kiryat  Shmona 
during  the  alert  lost  one  of  the  twins 
she  was  carrying,  apparently 
because  of  the  shock  when  their 
home  suffered  a  direct  hit.  The 
other  fetus  is  said  to  be  in  serious 
condition. 

Anat  Ben-Magi,  28,  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Kiryat  Shmona,  but  she 
has  not  been  able  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  trauma  caused  by  the 
Katyushas. 

“Every  time  there  is  a  boom,  I 
want  to  run  to  the  bomb  shelter,” 
said  Ben-Magi.  “My  son  is  five  and 
he  also  suffers  from  the  Katyusha 
syndrome.  A  lot  of  my  friends  have 
left  because  of  this  and  I  would  too, 
but  I  don't  want  to  move  far  away 
from  my  parents. 

“Something  bas  to  be  done  by  the 
government  about  the  Lebanon 
problem.  Our  soldiers  are  bring 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  security 
zone,  but  their  presence  does  not 
prevent  the  rocket  attacks.  This  is 
the  problem  and  this  has  to  be 
solved." 


Tens  of  thousands  expected  to  attend 
prayers  at  the  Aksa  Mosque  today 


By  MARGOT  DUDKEVITCH 

and  ELU  W0M.GBBWTER 

In  a  Ramadan  gesture  to 
Palestinian  Moslems,  Israel  will 
ease  entry  restrictions  today  to 
allow  people  from  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  to  attend  prayers 
at  the  Aksa  Mosque. 

Civil  Administration  spokes¬ 
man  LL  Peter  Lerner  said 
Palestinians  younger  than  16, 
males  over  35,  and  females  over 
30  will  be  allowed  to  enter  with¬ 
out  permits. 

He  added  buses  will  take  them 
from  the  A-Ram  and  Gilo  check¬ 
points  to  the  mosque  and  they 
will  be  bused  back  to  the  check¬ 
points  at  the  end  of  prayers. 
Gazans  will  be  allowed  to  attend 
after  coordination  with  the 
Palestinian  Authority. 

Security  forces  will  appraise 
the  situation  over  the  next  week 
to  decide  whether  to  continue 
the  policy  on  other  Fridays  dur¬ 
ing  Ramadan,  Lerner  added. 

Jerusalem  police  and  supple¬ 
mentary  security  units  will  be 
out  in  force  today.  Jerusalem 
police  spokesman  Shmuel  Ben- 
Ruby  said  patrols  and  road¬ 
blocks  will  also  be  increased 
and  a  police  helicopter  will 
hover  overhead  to  direct  traffic. 

Beginning  early  this  morning, 
security  forces  will  spread  out  in 


the  eastern  parts  of  die  capital, 
inside  the  Old  City,  and  through¬ 
out  nearby  Arab  villages,  he 
said. 

“Police  intend  to  act  strictly 
and  firmly  to  prevent  anyone 
from  trying  to  cause  any  disrup¬ 
tion  to  the  prayers  or  to  public 
order,  or  who  breaks  the  law 
during  the  holiday  and  the 
prayer  services,”  said  Ben-Ruby. 

Police  are  extra  cautious  this 
year,  following  the  recent 
demonstrations  oyer  the  release 
of  Palestinian  prisoners.  There 
has  also  been  a  rise  in  incident*  i 
of  Palestinians  throwing^ 
Molotov  cocktails. 

Late  Wednesday  night,  near 
Beit  Safafa,  an  incendiary 
device  was  thrown  at  an  empty 
bus.  Two  Palestinian  youths 
were  arrested. 

Last  year  an  estimated  170,000 
worshipers  gathered  outside  the 
Dome  of  the  Rock  and  the  Aksa 
Mosque  on  the  first  Friday  of 
Ramadan. 

The  sermon  that  day  by 
Hamad  Bitawi,  supervisor  of  the 
Moslem  religious  courts  in  the 
West  Bank,  claimed  that  the 
Israeli  government  was  schem¬ 
ing  to  damage  the  masque.  His 
remarks  did  not  trigger  any  dis¬ 
turbances,  as  worshipers  di^ 
persed  without  clashing  witip 
police.  ^ 


Hawatmeh  weighs 
meeting  with  Arafat 


By  BEH  LYHHELD 

In  an  effort  at  conciliation,  offi¬ 
cials  in  the  Palestinian  Authority 
and  leaders  of  the  Democratic 
Front  for  the  Liberation  of 
Palestine  are  trying  to  arrange  a 
meeting  between  PA  Chairman 
Yasser  Arafat  and  DFLP  leader 
Nayef  Hawatmeh. 

It  would  be  the  first  meeting 
between  the  two  leaders  since  the 
signing  of  the  Oslo  Agreement  in 
1993,  which  was  strongly  opposed 
by  the  DFLP. 

'  The  official  PA  radio  station,  the 
Voice  of  Palestine,  reported  yes¬ 
terday  that,  following  up  a 
Wednesday  night  meeting  in 
Ramallah  with  DFLP  leaders, 
Arafat  is  to  meet  with  Hawatmeh 
in  Cairo.  It  did  not  set  a  date. 

DFLP  officials  in  Ramallah  con¬ 
firmed  that  contacts  are  underway, 
but  said  Hawatmeh  and  other  lead¬ 
ers  are  still  deciding  whether  to  go 
ahead  with  the  meeting.  They  are 
apparently  wary  of  having  the 
DFLP  used  as  windew-dressing 
for  pluralism  under  the  Arafat 
dominated  self-rule  system. 

The  DFLP,  once  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  internal 
Palestinian  politics,  carried  out 
deadly  terrorist  attacks  against 
Israel  during  the  1970s  and  1980s. 
including  against  a  school  in 
Ma’alot  in  May  1974,  when  24 
civilians,  mostly  children ,  and  one 
soldier  were  killed  in  an  exchange 
of  fire  with  three  DFLP  gunmen. 

Headed  by  Hawatmeh  since  its 
establishment  in  1969,  the  DFLP 
held  a  seat  on  the  unified  national 
leadership  of  the  intifada.  Over  the 
years  it  was  also  instrumental  in 
the  passage  of  numerous  Palestine 
National  Council  resolutions, 
including  the  one  in  1988  that  rec¬ 
ognized  the  partition  of  Palestine 
and  endorsed  negotiations  emanat¬ 
ing  from  UN  Resolution  242. 

Like  other  left-wing  Palestinian 
factions,  its  influence  has  dwin¬ 
dled  in  recent  years,  white  Hamas 
has  singed  ahead  with  its  message 
of  militant  religious  empower¬ 
ment  The  DFLP  was  also  weak¬ 
ened  by  internal  feuding,  and  the 
breakaway  of  a  faction  led  by 
Hawatmeh ’s  deputy,  Yasser  Abed 
Rabbo,  who  is  now  the  PA  minis¬ 
ter  of  culture. 


During  the  DFLP's  heyday, 
Hawatmeh  was  a  proponent  of 
worldwide  revolution,  of  which 
the  Palestinian  revolution  was  to 
be  a  preliminary  stage. 

Today,  however,  the  DFLP’s 
goal  is  more  modest  to  stay  on  the 
map  and  wield  some  influence  on 
crucial  decisions  ahead. 

“The  main  question  is  what  to* 
do  in  the  final  status  negotiations,  §, 
because  they  will  have  influence  1 
on  Palestinians  for  decades,"  said 
Daoud  Telhami.  a  member  of  the 
DFLP's  political  bureau.  ‘We 
have  to  create  some,  kind  of  leg¬ 
islative-  organ  or  an  elected 
Palestine  National  Council  to 
supervise  these  negotiations.  We 
are  not  dunking  of  playing  a  role 
in  the  cabinet,  tot  mostly  to  have  a 
role  through  influencing 
Palestinian  society."  Arafat,  for  his 
part,  would  like  to  be  able  use 
national  unity  -  or  at  least  the 
appearance  of  it  -  to  boost  the 
drive  towards  statehood. 

The  DFLP  supports  a  two-stale 
solution,  according  to  Telhami, 
but  believes  Arafat  made  a  grave 
mistake  in  agreeing  to  Oslo,  in  V 
part  because  it  did  not  stop  settle#* 
ment  activity.  “We  are  not  in  prin¬ 
ciple  against  negotiations  with 
Israel  but  we  would  have  preferred 
a  process  in  which  we  know  the 
end  of  the  process,"  he  said. 

A  major  challenge  the  group 
faces  in  trying  to  revive  its  influ¬ 
ence  is  that  Hawatmeh  and  other 
top  leaders  are  in  Damascus.  Two 
top  leaders.  Ramzi  Rabah  and 
Qais  Abdel- Karim,  were  recently 
permitted  to  move  to  the 
Palestinian  self-rule  areas  from 
Lebanon. 

Telhami  says  Hawatmeh  has  e 
asked  for  similar  permission,  tot 
that  Israeli  authorities  rejected  the 
application,  saying  that  the  DFLP 
leader,  who  was  born  in  Jordan,  is 
“Jordanian  and  not  Palestinian." 
Shlomo  Dror,  spokesman  for  the 
Coordinator  of  Activities  in  the 
Territories  said  last  night  that  no 
application  has  been  filed  on 
Hawatmeh  *s  behalf.  . 

“If  he  will  change  his  attitude 
and  declare  he  is  against  terrorism 
and  will  try.  the  political  process 
and  negotiation,  I  believe  we  will 
not  have  any  problem  with  allow¬ 
ing  him  to  enter”  he  said. 


PESSAH  mm  FAIR*-  Calling  All  Handicraft 


Over  the  years  The  Jerusalem  Post  Pessah 
Handicrafts  Fair*  has  brought  artists  and 
craftsmen  together  with  our  leaders  and 
friends  for  an  enjoyable  and  profitable  day 
out  This  coming  Pessah,  the  fair  is  going 
to  be  much  bigger  and  even  better.  It  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  April  5th,  at 
Kibbutz  Tzora  near  Beit  Shemesh, 
convenient  to  all,  midway  between 
Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv.  The  extra  large 
area  in  which  the  fair  will  be  held,  means 
that  we  can  accommodate  many  more 
exhibitors  and  have  more  room  for  the 
public  to  move  around. 


If  you  create  top  quality 
handicrafts  or  have  goods  and 
services  that  you  want  to 
present  to  an  interested  public 
and  wish  to  book  a  stand  at 
the  fair,  please  contact 
flly  or  Judy  at  The  Funds, 
02-537-6528  -  Sunday  to 
Thursday  8am  to  3pm. 

All  proceeds  from  the  fair 
will  be  used  to  help  Israel's 
needy  children,  elderly  or 
new  immigrants. 
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New  Holocaust  lawsuit  filed  in  US 
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*  By  MAMLYH  HENRY 

NEW  YORK  -  As  another  law¬ 
suit  was  filed  in  an  American  fed¬ 
eral  court  to  recover  Holocaust- 
era  assets  in  European  banks,  the 
World  Jewish  Restitution 
Organization  appealed  to  the 
court  to  give  it  formal  standing  in 
the  $1.25  billion  case  against  the 
Swiss  banks. 

In  a  suit  filed  Wednesday  in  the 
US  District  Court  in  Brooklyn, 
Chase  Manhattan,  JP  Morgan, 
and  seven  French  banks  were 
accused  of  failing  to  return 
Jewish  accounts  and  safe-deposit 
assets  seized  during  the  German 
occupation  of  France.  The  plain¬ 
tiffs  live  in  Israel.  France. 
Canada,  and  Australia, 
i.  It  was  the  second  suit  filed  by 
..•^iManhattan  attorney  Kenneth  F. 
vMcCaliion  against  French  banks, 
and  the  first  to  name  American 

PA  security 
officer 
released 
on  bail 

ByAMYKUW 

A  Palestinian  Authority  intelli- 
jence  officer  suspected  of  kidnap- 
•fpg  an  Israeli  citizen  was  released 
on  NIS  30,000  bail  yesterday, 
because  of  insufficient  evidence. 

Jerusalem  District  Court  Judge 
Gideon  Ginai  rejected  the  state's 
request  to  remand  Nasser  Fandi 
until  the  end  of  legal  proceedings. 
He  also  said  the  case  should  be 
reviewed,  because  Fandi  was 
arrested  in  Abu  Dis  in  Area  B, 
which  is  under  Palestinian 
Authority  control  in  civil  matters. 
According  to  the  interim  agree¬ 
ments  of  1995,  all  arrests  by  Israeli 
police  in  that  area  must  be  coordi¬ 
nated  beforehand  with  the  PA.  and 
there  had  been  no  such  coordina¬ 
tion,  Ginai  said. 

Judea  and  Samaria  police 
__  spokesman  Ofer  Sivan  said  the 
Israel  Police  has  full  control .  in 
y  matters  of  security  in  Area  B,  and 
does  not  have  to  consult  with  PA 
officials  before  making  arrests 
there.  .  _ 

,  Fandi  was  arrested  three  weeks 
ago  on  suspicion;iq^fa‘driaPpntK 
’Rami  Hamad  from  a  gas  station 
near  the  Abu  Dis  junction  last  July. 
Hamad  complained  that  he  was 
brought  by  Fandi  and  others  to 
RamaDah,  where  he  was  interro¬ 
gated  by  the  Palestinian  Police, 
beaten,  and  released. 

Tawfiq  Tarawi,  director  of 
Palestinian  General  Intelligence  in 
the  West  Bank,  said  the  Israel 
Police  had  no  right  to  arrest  Fandi 
in  the  first  place,  because  he  is  a 
PA  security  official.  “We  have 
.  ..complained  to  the  Israeli  authori¬ 
ses  and  to  the  American  officials 
^n  bilateral  meetings,"  Tarawi  said- 
“They  have  arrested  many  of  our 
officials  -  this  is  jusr  one 
instance." 

Itim  contributed  to  this  report 


banks. 

In  addition,  there  are  competing 
lawsuits  in  separate  American 
federal  courts  against  German 
banks  and  industries,  seeking 
compensation  for  slave  labor 
claims,  as  well  as  suits  against 
European  insurers  for  failure  to 
honor  war-era  policies. 

Last  week,  Barclays  Bank 
agreed  to  a  $3.6  million  settle¬ 
ment  for  the  restitution  of  Jewish 
assets  held  by  its  French  branch, 
McCallion  said. 

That  amount  was  based  on  the 
assets  of  some  335  depositors  in 
1941  who  may  have  been  Jewish. 
The  remainder,  after  claims  are 
paid,  will  be  donated  to  a  French 
institution  that  is  engaged  in 
Holocaust  research,  he  said. 

Chase  Manhattan  called 
McCallion’s  suit  “unnecessary,” 
saying  it  has  been  in  discussions 
with  the  World  Jewish  Congress 


in  an  effort  to  “establish  a  process 
for  facilitating  payment  to  former 
customers  of  the  Chase  Bank  of 
Paris  or  their  heirs  whose 
accounts  were  frozen  and  subse¬ 
quently  seized  by  the  Vichy 
French  or  Nazis."  The  WJC  is  one 
of  the  members  of  the  WJRO, 
which  earlier  this  month  filed  a 
"motion  to  intervene"  in  the 
$1.25  billion  settlement  of  claims 
against  the  Swiss  bonks  UBS  and 
Credit  Suisse.  The  WJC  original¬ 
ly  opposed  the  lawsuit. 

That  settlement,  which  was 
announced  four  months  ago,  is 
ex  pec  Led  to  be  formalized  next 
month,  although  (here  are  not  yet 
plans  to  distribute  the  funds. 

The  WJRO  has  no  formal  stand¬ 
ing  before  the  court  and  is  trying 
to  protect  its  position  and  influ¬ 
ence  the  process.  It  asked  the 
court  to  grant  it  special  status  to 
represent  Holocaust  survivors  in 


the  settlement,  to  be  designated 
as  a  signatory  to  the  agreement, 
and  to  be  appointed  as  an  adviser 
to  the  “special  master,"  who  will 
be  appointed  next  month  to 
administer  the  settlement.  The 
master  will  be  Judah  Gribetz,  for¬ 
mer  chairman  of  the  New  York 
Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council. 

Some  within  the  WJRO  also  are 
trying  to  protect  the  principle  that 
it  is  the  Jewish  community  that 
should  be  responsible  for  decid¬ 
ing  what  happens  to  restored 
Jewish  property. 

Others,  however,  argue  that 
judicial  scrutiny  is  needed  to 
ensure  a  fair  and  orderly  distribu¬ 
tion  in  which  survivors  are  guar¬ 
anteed  to  have  a  voice. 

In  addition,  survivors  have 
expressed  irritation  at  the  slug¬ 
gish,  secretive,  and  contentious 
process  by  which  the  WJRO  alio- 
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Young  Zionist  leaders  meet 

Zionist  youth  leaders  from  Israel  and  the  Diaspora  meet  in  the  capital's  Jerusalem  Gate  Hotel  yesterday  to  discuss  contempo¬ 
rary  issues  and  share  ideas  and  information  at  the  Second  World  Zionist  Congress  for  Youth.  Around  170  delegates  are  attend¬ 
ing  the  four-day  conference,  which,  according  to  chief  Tel  Aviv  delegate  Shirley  Silbersbatz,  aims  to  promote  unity  between 
Jewish  youth  movements  throughout  the  world.  iimoc  Horan » 


Murdered  man’s  wife  protests  escape  of  killer 


By  Margot  Pudkevtjch 

Six  months  pregnant.  Tali  Vargas 
held  a  symbolic  i5-minute  vigil  on 
the  seam  of  Palestinian  and 
Israeli-controlled  Hebron  yester¬ 
day  to  protest  the  escape  from 
Juneid  Prison  of  the  man  who 
murdered  her  husband  Danny. 

The  news  that  terrorist  Jamil 
Jadallah  was  free  was  like  "throw¬ 
ing  salt  on  unhealed  wounds,”  she 
said,  after  returning  home  from 
Kikar  Hashoter,  where  HI  meets 
HX 


But,  she  added.  "I 
don't  believe  his  escape 
is  part  of  whai  is  called 
the  Palestinian  Author¬ 
ity's  revolving  door 
policy  -  I  never  dab¬ 
bled  in  politics  and  nei¬ 
ther  did  Danny.  I  prefer 
to  take  things  at  face 
value,"  she  said. 

Tali's  brother-in-law, 
Kessar,  who  joined  her 


D.  Vargas  fFhsh  90) 


‘1  think  Tali  is  entitled 
to  know  exactly  what 
happened,"  he  said. 
"We  place  our  faith  in 
the  Israeli  security 
forces  and  hope  they 
will  do  everything  to 
capture  him  and  ensure 
justice  is  served," 
Kessar  said,  but  he  was 
upset  that  since  his 
brother's  murder  two 


in  the  vigil,  said  be  first  heard  of  months  ago  no  one  from  the  secu- 
Jadallah's  escape  from  friends  on  rity  forces  had  met  with  him  or 
Wednesday.  Tali  to  inform  them  how  Danny 


was  killed.  His  body  was  found  by 
the  roadside  apparently  shot  from 
a  car.  which  fled  to  Palestinian- 
controlled  HI. 

"As  long  as  Jadallah  is  free. 
Jewish  lives  are  in  danger,"  he 
added. 

Tali  says  she  has  no  intention  of 
leaving  Kiryat  Arba,  where  she 
lives  in  her  apartment  together 
with  her  three-year-old  son  and 
relatives  who  have  come  to  her 
aid.  But  she  hasn't  felt  ready  to 
return  to  work  as  a  secretary  at  a 
local  school. 


Foreign  Ministry  blasts  top  Russian  Communist’s  antisemitism 


ByAKYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

A  Foreign  Ministry  spokesman  yesterday 
strongly  condemned  the  statements  made  by 
Russian  Communist  Party  chief  Gennady 
Zyuganov  on  Wednesday,  in  which  he 
accused  Jews  of  bringing  on  the  "extraction" 
of  the  Russian  people  and  the  conn  try’s  eco¬ 
nomic  woes. 

“Our  people  ore  not  blind.  They  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  the  spread  of  Zionism  in  the  state 
government  in  Russia  is  one  of  the  reasons  for 
the  current  catastrophic  condition  of  the 
country,  the  mass  impoverishment  and  the 
process  of  extinction  of  its  people,"  Zyuganov 
wrote  in  an  open  letter  published  in  Moscow. 

“This  statement  proves  his  utter  boorish¬ 
ness  regarding  the  definition  of  the  term 
Zionism,  its  goals,  and  what  It’s  all  about. 
Israel  strongly  condemns  and  expresses  its 
disgust  with  this  an  rise  mi  tic  declaration 
which  contributes  nothing  to  relations 
between  the  Russian  people  and  the  Jewish 
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people  and  the  State  of  Israel.  Israel  hopes 
that  the  Russian  authorities  will  find  the  prop¬ 
er  ways  to  deal  with  this  serious  phenome¬ 
non,”  a  Foreign  Ministry  spokesman  said  last 
night 

He  said  Zyuganov’s  remarks  “are  taken 
from  the  infamous  tradition  of  The  Protocols 
qf  the  Elders  of  Zion,  and  naturally  do  not  jive 
with  his  claims  that  his  party  is  one  that  seeks 
to  build  a  democratic  society  in  Russia." 

"Using  the  Jews  as  a  scapegoat  is  an  old 
weapon  of  aniisemites  and  the  regime  to 
reduce  the  social  tensions  and  disappointment 
in  what  is  going  on,"  Industry  and  Trade 
Minister  Natan  Sharansky,  who  also  heads 
the  Imerministerial  Committee  on  Diaspora 
Affairs,  said. 

"What  is  happening  today  in  Russia  does 
not  augur  well  for  the  Jews,  Russia  itself  or  a 
democratic  regime.  A  democratic  regime 
must  defend  itself,  and  the  conclusions  must 
be  drawn  in  Russia.  As  regards  Israel,  we 
must  understand  that  in  this  period,  it’s  very 


important  to  step  up  our  ties,  involvement, 
and  activity  among  Russian  Jews  and  in  the 
political  sphere." 

Yisrael  Ba’aliya  MK  Roman  Bronfman 
said  that  Zyuganov’s  remarks  are  "another 
escalation  of  anti-Semitic  remarks”  which  are 
spreading  in  Russia.  “We  learn  from  history 
that  the  worse  the  economic  conditions  in 
Russia  are,  foreigners  and  particularly  Jews 
are  always  blamed." 

While  individual  comments  like 
Zyuganov's  might  not  have  an  influence  on 
Russian  Jews  considering  immigrating  to 
Israel,  “this  recent  wave  in  the  political  arena 
show's  that  antisemitism  is  growing  among 
the  common  folk  as  well,  and  that  worries  me 
much  more  than  any  expression  by  any  par¬ 
ticular  leader. 

“[President  Boris]  Yeltsin  must  react 
because  only  tough  responses  can  stop  these 
statements”  Bronfman  said 

Dr.  Stef  am  Hoffman,  bead  of  the  Mayrock 
Center  for  Rossi  an.  Central  Asian  and  East 


European  Studies  at  the  Hebrew  University, 
said  it  is  significant  that  Zyuganov  had  aimed 
his  criticism  at  "Zionists"  and  not  Jews.  “This 
may  be  a  way  of  trying  to  diminish  some  of 
the  spoken  objections,  by  saying:  ‘Well,  it’s 
not  that  I'm  against  the  Jews  as  a  race.’  sud¬ 
denly  it's  the  Zionists.  But  who  are  the 
Zionists? 

'It’s  surprising  in  a  way  that  he's  back  to 
Zionism,  back  to  the  old  Soviet  routine  where 
it  was  forbidden  to  be  antisemitic  politically, 
and  it  was  the  Zionists  who  were  responsible 
fra:  all  the  problems,"  Hoffman  said 

“The  trend  in  the  post-Soviet  era  has  been 
to  stick  with  the  Jews,  and  not  blame  the 
Zionists  in  their  relationship  to  Israel.  Israel 
kind  of  dropped  out  as  the  problem,  and  the 
problem  was  more  the  Jews  who  were  in 
Russia,  who  were  not  native  and  connected 
more  with  a  US  conspiracy,  which  was  seen 
as  part  of  a  long-term  plan  to  destroy  Russia. 
But  Israel  really  didn't  figure  in  this  so 
much." 
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cated  the  $200  million  Swiss 
humanitarian  fund. 

“I  think  the  WJRO  feels,  quite 
justifiably,  that  it  played  a  major 
role  in  putting  the  issue  on  the 
public  agenda.  It's  true  and  we 
owe  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
it"  said  Burt  Neubome.  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  New  York  University  Law 
School  who  was  appointed  by  the 
court  to  the  plaintiffs’  lawyers 
executive  committee. 

But,  Neubome  said  be  would 
oppose  any  special  formal  role 
for  the  WJRO. 

“We  are  setting  up  an  absolute¬ 
ly  open,  absolutely  fair,  absolute¬ 
ly  transparent  mechanism  for 
making  the  ultimate  distribution," 
Neubome  said.  “They  already 
have  earned  a  very  special  voice, 
but  they  can't  have  more  than  a 
voice.  We  can't  cede  power  to 
them.  It  would  be  unfair  to  every¬ 
one  else.” 


in  brief 

High  Court  asked  to  order  heart’s  return 

James  Sinclair,  brother  of  Alisdair  Sinclair,  the  Scot  who  died 
in  police  custody  earlier  this  year,  yesterday  petitioned  the  High 
Court  for  the  return  of  his  brother’s  missing  internal  organs. 
Sinclair  believes  that  his  brother’s  heart  and  possibly  other  body 
parts  were  harvested  by  the  Forensic  Institute  at  Abu  Kabir 
when  an  autopsy  was  performed- 

Nitzana  Darshan-Leimer,  Sinclair’s  lawyer,  said  yesterday, 

"We  would  like  to  know  by  who’s  permission  they  removed  the 
body  parts  and  kept  them  without  the  family’s  knowledge." 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Health  Ministry  said  the  heart  had  been 
removed  for  further  examination  and  was  supplied  to  the  family 
at  a  later  Hat*  Naomi  Simons 

HU  professor  wins  Israel  Prize  in  Jewish  thought 

Prof.  Moshe  Idel  has  won  this  year’s  Israel 
Prize  in  Jewish  thought  yesterday,  the  Education 
Ministry  announced  yesterday. 

Idel.  51,  who  heads  the  Jewish  Thought 
Department  at  Hebrew  University,  was  cited  for 
his  contribution  to  research  in  KabbaJa,  which 
the  prize  committee  said  had  offered  a  "new  and 
revolutionary"  view  of  the  subject.  He  will 
receive  the  prize  along  with  the  rest  of  the  win-  M  » 

ners  on  Independence  Day.  Aryeh  Dean  Cohen 


Internet  firm  seeks  ‘Israeli  Person  of  the  Year’ 

Netking.  a  local  Internet  megasite,  is  conducting  a  survey  to 
choose  the  Israeli  Person  of  the  Year,  from  among  25  candidates 
both  in  Israel  and  around  the  world.  Netking  is  holding  the  sur¬ 
vey  along  with  the  magazine  Internet  World.  Among  those  in  the 
running  are  Bill  Clinton,  Monica  Lewinsky.  Saddam  Hussein. 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  Bill  Gates,  Jeny  Seinfeld,  and  Rabbi 
Ovadia  Yosef. 

One  can  vote  for  up  to  five  in  the  list  by  entering  the  site  at 
www.netking.com/1998.  The  final  results  will  be  made  public  on 
the  site  on  January  1 .  Judy  Siegel 

New  indictment  against  Hofer-Yishai 

The  State  Attorney's  Office  has  decided  to  resubmit  its  indict¬ 
ment  against  Israel  Bar  Association  chairman  Dror  Hoter- 
Yishai  for  contempt  of  court,  following  his  alleged  attacks  on 
Judge  Ziva  Hadassi-Herman. 

The  State  Attorney's  Office  informed  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  of  its  decision  following  a  petition  by  the  Movement  for 
Quality  Government,  which  declared  its  intention  to  re-petition 
the  court  against  Holer- Ylsbai's  membership  in  the  committee 
for  the  appointment  of  judges.  Itim 


Health  Ministry 
invites  comments  on 
malpractice  proposals  . 


JUDYSEGEL 


A  Health  Ministry  committee 
that  has  been  sitting  for  four  years 
to  make  recommendations  for 
reducing  the  number  of  medical 
negligence  lawsuits  has  now  pro¬ 
duced  a  draft  open  for  comments 
by  the  public. 

The  140-page  Hebrew  document 
has  been  put  on  the  ministry’s 
Internet  site  (at 

wwwJiealth.gov.iJ/dh ). 

The  Rabin"  government  decided 
five  years  ago  to  establish  such  a 
committee;  it  took  a  year  for  the 
chairman.  Jaffa  District  Court 
Judge  Gavriel  Kling,  and  Lhe  other 
21  members  to  be  appointed. 

The  government  decided  to 
appoint  a  committee  out  of  con¬ 
cern  over  a  surge  of  highly  publi¬ 
cized  medical  negligence  suits  that 
triggered  even  more  suits  and  larg¬ 
er  claims.  This  caused  doctors  to 
adopt  so-called  “defensive  medi¬ 
cine."  ordering  unnecessary  tests 
to  protect  themselves  from  law¬ 
suits.  Since  then,  the  situation  has 
only  worsened. 

According  to  a  staffer  in  the 
office  of  the  ministry’s  legal  advis¬ 
er,  the  committee  met  23  times 


over  the  past  four  years,  heard  3.0 
witnesses,  and  examined  position 
papers  from  15  organizations  and 
individuals.  Now  the  committee  is 
ready  to  public  comments  on  its 
recommendations.  These  include: 

•  Limits  would  be  placed  on  the 
sums  that  could  be  won  for  certain 
types  of  negligence  claims. 

•  Practitioners  of  all  types  of  con¬ 
ventional  medicine  and  paramed¬ 
ical  staffers  would  be  required  to 
take  out  insurance  against  negli¬ 
gence. 

•  Retired  practitioners  (or  their 
former  employers)  would  have  to 
continue  paying  for  insurance 
after  going  on  pension. 

•  Risk  would  be  shared  among  a 
number  of  insurers. 

•  The  proceedings  of  investigato¬ 
ry  committees  would  be  kept 
secret  so  that  doctors  would  not  be 
afraid  to  give  evidence. 

Those  who  do  not  have  Internet 
access  may  get  a  Hebrew  copy  of 
the  entire  report,  on  a  disk,  by 
writing  to  the  office  of  the  min¬ 
istry’s  legal  adviser  in  Jerusalem. 

The  official  could  not  predict 
when  the  final  recommendations 
will  be  presented  to  the  heal* 
minister. 
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Winter  Vacation  in  Eilat 


at  the  Holiday  Inn  dome  Plaza  Hotel 


Sim.,  Feb.  14  -  Weds.  Feb  17  (3  nights,  4  days) 


$275  (Sh.  equl.)  P/P  DbL  Rm..  $412  (Sttequl.)  SQL  Rm. 
Indudes  Half  Board,  tons,  j'lem  -  Bias, 
air-conditioned  bus.  Tips,  tfyuHm,  experienced  guide, 
boat  tide,  pool,  sport  faculties,  etc.  Extended  payments  possible. 


Relax  on  Pesach 


at  the  Eden  Inn,  Ztchron  Yaakov 


Wed.  Manb  31  St  >  VVed.  April  7, 1999 17  ri)^  fi  days) 


Rabbi  Dr.  DanleJ  Slndalr,  Scholar  In  Residence 


lut  taom;  flam  no  Gebrodns  or  KtoiM,  Seder  (2nd  possible), 


Sftimtm.  Syn^  Fryufiin,  even,  jxo^ams,  aS  sports,  swbn. 
sep.  taws  possible,  Jaatf,  sauna,  tennis  couris.  etc.  a  nearby  awittiYdiih. 


FuO  Boanfc  5896  INS  equ. +VSUiVpdbL  fine  51344  m  equ.*\W]54Jm. 


Spec,  dtsemm  for  early  payment.  Buended  payments  avaOaMe. 

For  choice  accomodations  reserve  NOW. 


information  &  reserve  Emunah,  26  Ben  Maimon,  Jerusalem 
Marcia  -  02-5619939,  Fax  -  02-5612114, 

Judy -02-5663308,  Eves.  7-9 


Looking  For 


Ms.  Caroline  Rods,  521  Fifth  Avenue,  25th  Fkxs;  New  Yak,  NY  10175; 
E-mail  <CRndaNYC@aoLcom> 
or  in  Israel  -  Shalom  Bronstew,  Hizkiyahn  Hamelekh  47/4, 
Jerusalem  93224; 

\  E-mail  <sygaa@netviaoiLiietjl> 


INTERNATIONAL 


Spirits  of  place 


Even  Bethlehem  is  not 
Christmassy,  and  Israel  is  peev¬ 
ishly  anti-Christmas.  A  forlorn 
tree  in  a  Dizengoff  pizza  parlor  or 
tinsel  flapping  hopefully  in  a 
seedy  central  bis  station  kiosk  do 
not  cut  it  as  gestures  to  tourists. 

For  those  who  haven't  noticed, 
today  is  Christmas,  and  for  those 
who  do  notice,  it's 
one  miserable  day  to 
be  in  the  Middle  East 
We  of  the  Christmas 
culture  have  two 
choices  on  this  day  - 
ignore  it  or  leave. 

Thar  may  sound 
odd,  since  it  all  began 
in  the  Middle  East  in 
Bethlehem  and  in 
Nazareth.  Jesus  was  a 
Jew,  the  most  ancient 
Christians  are  Arab. 

I'm  afraid  none  of 
those  is  Christmassy. 

The  Christinas  we 
grew  up  with  in 
Europe  or  America  is  not  really 
the  Christmas  of  Bethlehem  or 
Israel.  For  us,  the  spirit  of 
Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  place, 
rather  than  the  spirit  of  the  reli¬ 
gion  that  celebrates  it.  It  is  the 
time  of  the  year  when  we  get  the 
uige  to  be  somewhere  ...  well ... 
Christmassy. 

Baby  who? 

Early  Christians  did  not  cele¬ 
brate  the  birth  of  Jesus,  because 
they  considered  the  veneration  of 
anyone's  birthday  to  be  pagan. 
Christmas  did  not  start  being 
accepted  until  the  fifth  century, 
when  it  already  had  adopted 
most  of  the  customs  of  the 
Roman  Saturnalia  (golden  age), 
Sigillaria,  (children's  feast  of 
dolls),  ami  Dies  Natalis  Invicti 
Solis,  the  birthday  of  the  uncon¬ 
quered  sun.  a  solstice  celebra¬ 
tion. 

The  northern  nations*  ancient 
need  for  winter  festivals  to  relieve 
the  seasonal  gloom  was  hijacked 
by  new  do-gooders,  for  religious 
reasons. 

Most  of  the  trappings  of  the 
modem  Christmas  come  not 
from  Bethlehem,  but  from 
Scandinavia,  and  from  my  ances¬ 
tors,  die  Druid  Celts.  Even  Santa 
Claus  was  a  Turk.  Sl  Nicholas  of 
Myra,  whom  early  Dutch  settlers 
brought  (as  Sinterklaas)  to  New 
York.  The  tree,  logs,  holly,  and 
mistletoe  descend  from  Norse 
and  Celtic  Druid  tree  worship. 

Celtic  green 

The  Christinas  candle  and  sub¬ 
sequent  other  lights  came  from 
Ireland;  they  were  not  borrowed 
from  Hanukka,  as  some  ecu¬ 
menical  revisionists  would  have 
us  believe.  The  Yule  log  was 
once  burned  in  the  north] ands  in 
honor  of  the  god  Thor.  The 
mistletoe  is  the  centerpiece  of 
one  of  the  loveliest  of  Norse  leg¬ 
ends  of  Frigga,  their  love  god¬ 
dess.  Enemies  who  met  under  it 
would  honor  a  truce  for  a  day. 
(Let's  send  Bibi  and  Yasser 
some.)  Norway  provided  the 
tree,  and  only  a  nation  as  inept  in 
culinary  matters  as  the  English 


Column  One 


could  have  invented  plum  pud¬ 
ding. 

The  office  party  with  its  otgy  of 
gin-guzzling  and  sex-behind-the- 
filing-cabinet  survived  as  the  last 
due  heir  of  Saturnalia,  until  the 
advent  of  harassment  suits. 

In  the  Ireland  of  my  youth, 
Christmas  was  more  pagan  and 
■  magically  Celtic 
than  Catholic.  It 
was  tramping 
through  damp 

enchanted 
December  woods 
to  gather  red- 
berried  holly,  pun- 
gem  green  ivy, 
$».»-.  i  pagan  mistletoe.  It 
, .*?£•.»  was  Christmas  pud- 

ding  boiled  .  in 
white  linen  cloths 
over  a  roaring  peat 
fire,  the  stone  floor 
buffed  (by  me)  to 
warm  gleams  with 
Cardinal  Red  pol¬ 
ish.  Carols  crackled  in  from 
England  on  a  big  Pye  radio.  Non- 
drinker  Dad  came  home  from 
work  three  hours  late,  with  a  silly 
grin  on  bis  face,  whiskey  on  his 
breath,  a  bedraggled  fir  tree 
strapped  to  his  bicycle,  and  last- 
minute  guilt  gifts  for  his  tight- 
lipped  wife  and  two  giggling 
kids. 

Christinas  was  laying  out  a 
glass  of  sherry  and  a  slice  of 
homemade  cake  for  Santa  Claus, 
then  lying  in  the  chilly  dark 
unable  to  sleep.  Santa  was  no  ho 
ho  ho!  but  a  figure  of  delicious 
and  sinister  terror  who  rewarded 
only  the  good. 

Lose  the  religion 

Christmas  was  Santa’s  train  set 
that  exhausted  its  batteries  run¬ 
ning  circles  under  the  bed  before 
dawn,  and  an  enchanted  little  sis¬ 
ter  endlessly  hugging  a  big  doll 
that  whined  “ma-ma"  without 
pause.  The  obligatory  religious 
part,  the  tramp  to  church,  was  the 
bore.  Wouldn’t  the  priest  ever 
shut  up?  What  had  Christmas  to 
do  with  religion  anyway? 

A  couple  of  years  ago  I  jour¬ 
neyed  to  Celtic  Brittany  for 
Christmas  and  in  a  snow-clad 
French  village  I  watched  my 
daughter,  her  husband  and  the 
new  babies  do  it  all  again.  The 
only  bit  they  have  left  out  since 
the  old  days  is  the  religion,  and 
the  spirit  seems  none  the  worse 
for  it.  In  Europe,  it  remains  a  kind 
and  loving  magical  season,  and  in 
our  culture,  ineffably  Celtic  and 
mysterious. 

When  expatriates  celebrate 
Christmas  on  far-flung  shores, 
the  affair  always  has  the  feeling 
of  tattered  improvisation  and  sup¬ 
port-group  path  os.  Christmas  is 
first  aid  foremost  about  being  "at 
home.” 

If  you're  not  at  home,  it's  not 
Christmas.  A  kibbutz  friend  just 
winsomely  e-mailed  me  about 
how  she  misses  New  York’s 
Christmas-time,  and  the  smell  of 
roasted  chestnuts  crackling  in  the 
frozen  streets.  See?  You  don’t 
have  to  be  Jewish  to  love 
Christmas,  but  it  helps. 


On  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  passing  of  our 
beloved  and  respected 

husband,  father,  father-in-law,  grandfather  and  brother 

LOUIS  GAFSON  n 

(Dublin,  Ireland) 

We  will  gather  at  the  graveside  to  honour  his  memory 
on  Wednesday,  30  December  (11  Tevet)  at  3.30  p.m. 
Eretz  Hachaim  Cemetery,  Derech  Beit  Shemesh 

The  Family 


The  dedication  of  the  matzeva 
for  our  beloved  wife  and  mother 

CLAIRE  GASSEL  ?”T 

will  take  place  on  Sunday,  December  27,  at  10  a.m. 
at  the  Eretz  Hahaim  Cemetery,  Beit  Shemesh 

Her  husband,  Arnold 
and  children 


We  mourn  the  tragic  death  of 

ZELDA  KIRSCH 

npn  n’n  ru 

The  Blasbalg,  Kom,  Patinkin  and  Miro  families 


Two  dead 


W^Ovtetmas 

Six-year-old  Cade  Carlsson  frolics  on  her  front  lawn  in  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  yesterday  after  a  storm  answered  her 
Christinas  wish  by  dropping  11  centimeters  of  snow. 


CAT) 


US  troops  mark  Christmas  in  Kuwaiti  desert 


KUWAIT  (AP)  -  There  was 
not  a  nee  in  sight,  let  alone  one 
with  decorations,  and  instead  of 
snow  they  had  sand,  plenty  of  iL 
But  some  1,000  US  Marines 
tried  to  make  the  best  of 
Christmas  Eve  in  the  Kuwaiti 
desert  yesterday. 

The  chaplain  of  the  31st 
Marine  Expeditionary  Unit  read 
from  the  Bible. 

The  cooks  served  a  hot  dinner 
of  lasagna,  baked  beans  and  rice. 
And  the  troops  contributed  their 


own  sense  of  the  occasion. 

“We  will  light  a  candle,  sing 
Christmas  carols,  and  exchange 
rocks  for  presents."  said  Sgt. 
Tony  Williams  of  Waco,  Texas. 

Lance  Cpl.  Michael  Morris 
recommended  the  dinner's 
crumb  cake.  It  was  extra 
crunchy,  he  said  -  with  sand. 

The  Marines  arrived  in  Kuwait 
earlier  this  week,  after  US  and 
British  forces  carried  out  four 
days  of  airstrikes  against  Iraq 
over  the  UN  weapons  inspec¬ 


tions  impasse. 

The  United  States  stationed 
some  5.000  troops  in  Kuwait  to 
protect  the  oil-rich  state  from 
any  Iraqi  counterattack. 

Cpl.  Robert  Katz  of  New 
Rochelle,  N.Y.,  said  Christmas 
was  about  being  with  tbe  people 
dearest  to  your  heart.  “We're  all 
friends  and  family  here.”  Among 
the  special  events  for  the  occa¬ 
sion:  The  men  held  a  competi¬ 
tion  to  see  who  could  etch  the 
best  Christmas  tree  on  the  sandv 


Desert  Fox  chief:  Saddam  faces  threat  within  Iraq 


ABOARD  E4B  NATIONAL 
AIRBORNE  OPERATIONS 
CENTER  (Reuters)  -  US  intelli¬ 
gence  suggests  Iraqi  President 
Saddam  Hussein  faces  growing 
opposition  at  home  that  could 
undermine  his  power,  the  US 
Marine  Gen.  Anthony  Zinin,  who 
directed  last  week's  military 
pounding  of  Baghdad,  said  yester¬ 
day. 

While  stressing  that  his  informa¬ 
tion  was  tentative,  he  said  there 
are  credible  signs  that  opposition 
is  mounting  within  Iraq,  prompt¬ 
ing  Saddam  to  shake  up  bis  mili¬ 


tary  and  crack  down  on  dissenters 
as  the  United  States  launched  its 
air  attack. 

“We're  seeing  signs  that  he’s 
having  problems  and  signs  that 
he’s  reacting  to  those  problems," 
Zinni  said  on  board  the  US  mili¬ 
tary  plane  carrying  him.  Defense 
Secretary  William  Cohen,  and 
other  top  military  officials  to 
Washington  after  a  two-day  visit 
to  the  Gulf. 

Zinni  cited  changes  by  Saddam 
in  the  structure  of  the  military, 
from  dividing  the  country  into 
four  sectors  and  concentrating 


power  in  the  bands  of  loyalists,  to 
increasing  his  own  internal  securi¬ 
ty- 

Zinni  said  the  bombing  severely 
set  back  Iraq’s  military  operations 
and  that  the  US  is  prepared  to 
strike  again  if  needed.  “We  have 
sufficient  force  to  do  what  we 
need  to  do.”  he  said. 

Zinni  said  UN  weapons  inspec¬ 
tors  could  not  do  their  jobs 
because  of  Saddam's  interference. 
“So  now  we're  relying  on  our  own 
intelligence  sources  for  that” 

He  said  Washington  bad  good 
reason  to  believe  Saddam  is 


“experiencing  more  internal  prob¬ 
lems  then  he  has  in  the  past  We’re 
seeing  things  that  he’s  doing, 
reports  that  we’re  getting,  military 
movements,  security  steps,  reorga¬ 
nizations,  elimination  of  leader¬ 
ship...  that  lead  us  to  believe  there 
is  more  going  on  now  than  we’ve 
seen  in  the  past,”  he  said.  “They’re 
the  kinds  of  things  that  threaten 
his  control  and  could  potentially 
threaten  bis  regime." 

But  Zinni  stressed  that  it  was  too 
soon  to  say  whether  the  opposition 
would  gain  momentum  or  collapse 
under  pressure  from  Saddam. 


SHAHAK 

Contmued  from  Page  1 

Referring  to  the  attacks  by  his 
political  rivals,  he  said  it  is  time  to 
change  the  manner  and  style  of 
conduct  and  political  debate  in  the 
country. 

“We  must  show  respect  even  to 
those  who  think  differently.  If  we 
have  mutual  respect...  then  we  can 
change  not  merely  tbe  political 
debate,  but  also  the  way  we. live 
here,  and  make  high-level  deci¬ 
sions  in  a  better  way,”  be  said. 

Shafaak  then  drove  to  Jerusalem 
to  meet  President  Ezer  Weizman 
for  an  hour’s  tete-a-tete.  Neither 
made  a  statement  following  the 
meeting. 

As  he  was  leaving,  he  stopped  to 
talk  to  a  group  of  bereaved  moth¬ 
ers  which  has  been  demonstrating 
outside  Beit  Hanassi  for  the  past 
four  weeks,  demanding  the  cabi¬ 


net  make  the  Lebanon  issue  the 
top  national  priority.  The  mothers 
complained  that,  despite  their  pro¬ 
longed  strike,  cabinet  ministers 
would  not  meet  with  them.  They 
intend  to  end  their  vigil  today. 

Shahak  then  went  to  his  office 
and  held  several  meetings  with 
MKs  from  various  parties  in  an 
effort  to  put  together  a  party. 
Mordechai  telephoned  Shahak 
yesterday  and  wished  him  all  the 
best. 

Soon  after  officially  hanging  up 
his  uniform,  Shahak  came  under 
criticism  from  both  Left  and 
Right 

The  Likud  issued  a  statement 
saying,  "Shahak  and  Barak  can 
continue  to  try  to  hide  that  they 
are  out  and  out  leftists,  but  denial 
won't  help  them  trick  the  public 
concerning  their  leftist  political 
ways.”  The  statement  also  con¬ 
demned  Shahak  for  having  politi¬ 
cal  contacts  while  still  in  uniform. 


"despite  uying  to  present  himself 
as  being  for  decent,  clean,  politi¬ 
cal  procedure.” 

Deputy  Minister  Michael  Eitan 
(Likud)  compared  Shahak  and 
Barak  to  young  children  arguing 
about  “who  started  it.”  He  called 
on  the  national  and  centrist  public 
interested  in  peace  and  security 
not  to  follow  either  Barak  or 
Shahak,  whom  he  said  would  be 
pulled  left  by  Meretz. 

Labor  Parry  secretary-general 
Ra’anan  Cohen  issued  a  statement 
saying,  “Someone  who  cares 
about  the  unity  of  the  people 
should  join  hands  rather  than  split 
and  divide  the  peace  camp.” 

He  said  the  centrist  party  would 
"provide  an  escape  hatch  for  MKs 
who  prefer  personal  interests  over 
political  interests,  and  the  result  is 
a  supermarket  of  populist  opin¬ 
ions." 

Labor  whip  Elie  Goldschmidt 
used  similar  terms,  describing  the 


centrist  party  as  “a  group  of  — 
albeit  nice  -  people  who  have 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  ide¬ 
ology.  It’s  a  virtual  reality  party.  I 
have  called  it  the  Ego  Trip  Party 
for  those  who  have  not  found  their 
place  in  the  traditional  parties  and 
are  trying  to  group  together  to  get 
some  political  power.” 

He  criticized  Shahak,  who  was 
portrayed  in  a  Ha’ arete  article  as 
trying  to  distance  himself  from 
Labor  because  it  is  perceived  as 
left-wing.  He  noted  that  Shahak  is 
nonetheless  proud  to  count  him¬ 
self  as  having  been  close  to  party 
leader  Yitzhak  Rabin. 

Third  Way  leader  Avigdor 
Kahalani  said  he  respects 
Shahafc’s  decision  to  enter  politics 
and  said  there  is  a  place  there  for 
all  those  who  feel  they  have  some¬ 
thing  to  contribute.  Kahalani 
stressed  that  The  Third  Way 
intends,  continuing  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent  party. 


SYNDROME 

Continued  from  Page  1 

In  a  lecture  at  a  conference  on 
"Tourism  and  Psychopathology: 
Jerusalem  Towards  the  Year 
2000,”  Landes  said  he  and  his 
colleagues  will  be  closely 
watching  the  effect  of  the  new 


On  the  first  anniversary  of  the  tragic  death  of 
our  beloved  and  unforgettable  wife,  mother  and  grandmother 
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CHAYA  SUSSHOLZ 


n  y 


we  will  gather  at  her  graveside  at  the  HarTamir  section 
of  the  Har  Hamenuhot  Cemetery  in  Jerusalem 
on  Wednesday,  December  30, 1998  (11  Tevet  5759),  at  3  p.m. 

This  will  be  followed  by  the  Siyum  of  Mishna  studies  in  her  memory 
at  51  Rehov  Hizkiyahu  Hamelech,  Jerusalem 

The  family. 

For  details  call  02-561-9637, 02-993-2639, 02-993-1117 


millennium  on  pilgrims  to 
Israel. 

The  conference,  organized  by 
the  Israel  Psychiatric  Society 
and  '  the  Israel  Medical 
Association,  brought  over  150 
psychiatrists  and  other  profes¬ 
sionals  to  Jerusalem's  Bible 
Lands  Museum. 

“Jerusalem  Syndrome"  is  the 
condition,  usually  temporary  but 
sometimes  permanent,  in  which 
religious  pilgrims  -  non-Jewish 
or  Jewish,  with  a  history  of  men¬ 
tal  illness  or  not  -  tour  holy  sites 
and  begin  to-  display  strange 
behavior,  sometimes  proclaim¬ 
ing  that  they  are  ancient  reli¬ 
gious  figures  sent  on  a  mission 
to  Jerusalem.  Most  of  them  are 
treated  .at  the  capital’s  Kfar 
Shaul  Mental  Health  Center  and. 
sent  home. 

Landes  suggested  that  within  a 
year  or  two,  Habad  Hassidim 
"who  don't  accept  the  fact  that 
their  . rebbe  has  died  may  try  to 
convert  Christian  pilgrims  who 
show  interest  in  becoming 
Jews.”  He  also  predicted  the  for¬ 
mation  of  “new  Christian  reli¬ 
gious  movements”  as  a  result  of 
tire  mass  pilgrimage,  which  may 
bring  as  many  as  eight  million 


people  here. 

“These  pilgrims  are  coming 
for  a  profound  religious  experi¬ 
ence  and  believe  that  Jesus  will 
return  to  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
Apocalyptic  Christians  will  try 
to  convert  fellow  Christians  to 
their  beliefs,  and  some  will  want 
to  reach  Jews  as  well,”  Landes 
warned.  But  he  added  optimisti¬ 
cally  that  the  pilgrimages  could 
lead  to  new  and  better  relation¬ 
ships  between  Jews  and 
Christians. 

Health  Ministry  associate 
director-general  Dr.  Boaz  Lev, 
who  is  coordinating  ministry 
proposals  for  coping  with  the 
medical  needs  of  the  pilgrims, 
said  later  that  he  is  “not  very 
worried”  about  expanded  effects 
of  the  Jerusalem  Syndrome,  or 
of  providing  acute  medical  treat¬ 
ment  to  pilgrims  while  they’re 
here. 

If  it  begins  to  look  more  seri¬ 
ous,  he  added,  “we  will  ask  the 
Treasury  for  a  special  alloca¬ 
tion” 

Lev  is  a  member  of  the  inter- 
ministerial  committee,  which 
includes  representatives  of  the 
Tourism.  Religious  Affairs, 
Internal  Security.  Interior,  and 


other  ministries,  planning  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  mass  pilgrimage. 

Haim  Shapiro  adds: 

If  Israel  has  anything  to  worry 
about  during  2000.  it  is  that  fer¬ 
vent  religious  believers  will 
come  and  not  want  to  leave, 
according  to  Prof.  Branda 
Basher  of  Mount  Union  College 
Ohio. 

Brasher,  who  spoke  on 
“Jerusalem  and  End  Times 
Beliefs  of  Contemporary 
American  Christian 

Fundamentalists,”  was  one  of 
the  participants  in  an  interna¬ 
tional  conference  on  Jerusalem 
in  the  Eschatological  Thought  of 
Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Islam 
sponsored  by  the  B’nai  B  nth 
World  Center,  the  Konrad 
Adenauer  Foundation,  and  The 
Hebrew  University. 

Brasher  noted  that  although  all 
the  major  branches  0f- 
Christianity  have  some  plans  to 
encourage  people  to  come  to 
Israel  for  the  millennium,  some 
fundamentalists  expect  the 
world  to  end  in  or  around  2000 
She  said  that  many  might  well 
arrive  in  1999  or  2000  and  then 
decide  to  wait,  at  least  until  the 
start  of  2001. 


walls  of  their  trenches. 

As  Sgt.  Williams  put  it,  “We 
were  not  afforded  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  buy  things,  so  we  have  to 
make  do  with  our  surroundings.” 
But  tbe  troops  will  have  a  real 
Christmas  present  today.  They 
are  being  flown  out  of  the  sandy 
wastes  to  USS  Belleau  Wood, 
their  amphibious  assault  ship  in 
the  Persian  Gulf.  On  board  they 
can  expect  a  Christmas  dinner 
with  ail  the  trimmings  that  tbe 
US  Navy  can  provide. 


in  Turkey  $ 
suicide 
bombing 

TURKEY  (Reuters)- A  woman  '  ' 

thought  to  be  a  Kurdish  Rbel  set¬ 
off  a  bomb  outside  an  a-mybar--  . 
racks  in  east  Turkey  yesterdiy, 
killing  herself  and  a  passer-by  m 
the  third  suicide  attack  targeting  . 
security  forces  since  _  mtd-.  ; 
November. 

Security  officials  said  twemy, 
two  people,  including  14  soldiers, 
were  injured  in  the  blast  m  tfaq. 

town  of  Van.  . 

There  was  no  immediate  claim 
of  responsibility,  but  a  Kurdish  v 
television  channel  said  the  sep®*p 
rarist  Kurdistan  Workers  Party^ 
(PKK)  was  behind  the  explosion. 

A  security  official  said  y^ter- 
day’s  bomb  was  set  off  by  a 
woman  as  she  approached  a  mili¬ 
tary  minibus  at  around  7:45  a.m. 

“A  big  disaster  was  avoided 
because  the  military  personnel  had 
not  got  off  the  vehicle  when  the 
explosion  occurred,”  Van  provin¬ 
cial  governor  Abdulkadir  San  was 
quoted  as  saying. 

The  suicide  attack  was  the  third 
of  its  kind  since  PKK  leader 
Or  al  an  was  detained  in  Rome.  On 
November  17.  a  PKK  guerrilla 
killed  herself  and  wounded  six 
people  in  a  bomb  blast  outside  a 
police  station  in  the  southeastern 
town  of  Yuksekova.  Ju 

Two  weeks  later,  another  femstm 
rebel  blew  herself  up  and  injured 
14  people  in  an  explosion  in  the 
southeastern  town  of  Lice. 

PKK  leader  Ocalan  is  wanted  by- 
Turkey  on  treason  charges  but 
Italy  will  not  hand  him  oyer 
because  the  Italian  constitution 
forbids  extradition  if  a  suspect 
may  face  the  death  penalty. 

Ankara  holds  Ocalan  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  deaths  of  more  than 
29,000  people  in  the  PKK's  14- 
year-old  fight  for  self-rule  in  the 
mainly  Kurdish  southeast  of 
Turkey. 

US  weighing 
more  sanctions  M 
against 
Belgrade 

WASHINGTON  (Reuters  i  -  The 
United  States  and  other  UN 
Security  Council  members  are 
weighing  extra  sanctions  againsf 
Yugoslavia  if  it  does  not  send 
three  Yugoslav  officers  to  trial  in 
The  Hague,  the  United  States  said 
yesterday. 

The  officers,  known  as  the 
Vukovar  Three,  are  accused  of  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  murder  of  260 
unarmed  men  near  the  Croatian 
town  of  Vukovar  in  199 1 . 

They  appeared  in  court  ir^i 
Belgrade  last  week  as  witnesses  inf 
an  internal  investigation  of  the 
incident,  in  defiance  of  an  extradi¬ 
tion  order  from  the  International 
Criminal  Tribunal  for  Former 
Yugoslavia  (ICTY)  in  The  Hague. 

Acting  State  Department 
spokesman  Lee  McClenny  said  of 
the  hearing:  "We  strongly  con¬ 
demn  the  newest  move  by  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Yugoslavia 
(FRY)  to  initiate  unilateral,  sham 
proceedings  against  the  men.  This 
latest  act  of  defiance  is  just  anoth¬ 
er  in  a  long  series  of  violations  by  ± 
FRY  authorities,  who  have  failed  f 
to  comply  with  the  Tribunal's 
orders." 

An  “outer  wall”  of  sanctions 
means  that  Belgrade  cannot  join 
international  organizations  or 
receive  assistance  from  interna¬ 
tional  financial  institutions. 

The  tribunal  ruled  on  December 
14  that  Belgrade  must  extradite  the 
three  army  officers  -  Mile  Mrfcsic. 
Veselm  Sljivancanin,  and 
Miroslav  Radic  -  so  they  can  be 
tned. 

MERIDOR 

from  Page  1 

“Dan  Meridor  is  on  a  different 
olher  politicians],”  MK 
David  Magen  (Gesher)  told  ,  the 
crowd.  “It's  no  secret  that  £ 
Menachem  Begin  saw  him  as  his  '  V 
successor.  Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud 
Olmert  has  said  there  is  no  One 
more  worthy  than  Dan  Meridor  to 
oe  me  prime  minister.  [Ze’evl 
Benny  Begin  has  said  s.milar 

*Ev®fy°nie  who  is  familiar  with 
me  political  scene  knows...  that  the 
most  suitable  man  is  Dan  Meridor.” 

wlKD,  asked  which 
omer  MKs  are  joining  forces  wi& 

™ l£or>  onIy  name  Magen 
would  mention  was  that  of  Eliezer 
Zandberg  (Tsoraet). 

Magen  said  he  hopes  to  build  up 
a  network  of  activists  that  will 
enable  the  new  patty  te  gain  the*, 
support  of  new  immigrants  and  ^ 

“  WflU.  «  *e  religious 
”***  states  non-Jewish  Tesi- 

1*5*“*  Satirized  the  current 
leadership  for  “looking  back  at 
opinion  polls  instead  of  looking 
forward  lo  do  what  the  people 
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ICO  Global  Challenger  flies  over  Japan's  JVlurit  Fuji  yesterday.  iapi 

Round-the-world 
balloonists  soar  over  Pacific 


LONDON  (AP)  -  A  trio  of 
balloonists  soared  over  the 
Pacific  Ocean  at  high  speed  yes¬ 
terday.  bound  for  the  halfway 
point  in  their  attempt  at  the  first 
nonstop  balloon  voyage  around 
the  world 

British  tycoon  Richard 
Branson,  American  millionaire 
Steve  Fossett,  and  Per 
Lindsfrabd  of'  Sweden  caught 
the  jet  stream  after  meir  passage 
over  China  on  Wednesday  and 
quickly  ^gathered  speed. 

By  4:15  a.m.  EST,  their  helium 
and  hot-air  ICO  Global  balloon 
was  moving  at  150  mph,  and 
about  1,000  miles  out  over  the 
Pacific,  said  ground  crew  direc¬ 
tor  Mike  Kendrick. 

Kendrick  said  he  was  a  "bit 
nervous"  about  a  weather  pat¬ 
tern  developing  over  the  Pacific. 

“We're  not  panicking  yet.”  he 


told  Sky  TV.  explaining  that  a 
trough  of  high  pressure  was 
about  2.000  miles  from  the  bal¬ 
loonists.  “If  we  can  average 
about  145  mph  over  the  next  12 
hours,  or  maybe  24  hours,  we 
should  be  OK.” 

Kendrick  has  described  the 
Pacific  leg  of  the  journey  as  the 
most  hazardous,  saying  the  fre- 
shippififf.£  ?nS,:very 
htgh.  meaning  a  rescue  would  be 
more  difficult  if  the  balloonists 
had  to  ditch  their  craft. 

He  said  the  ground  crew  was 
tracking  the  position  of  all  ships 
that  would  be  under  the  balloon 
in  the  Pacific. 

.  “If  we  fall  out  of  the  jet  stream 
into  this  trough  over  the  Pacific 
then  there  is  only  one  way.  and 
that  is  back  to  Hawaii  and  they 
are  going  to  go  for  a  swim," 
Kendrick  told  Sky  TV  later. 


He  said  the  crew  had  been  told 
to  ascend  to  30.000  feet  to  try  to 
pick  up  the  speed  needed  to 
avoid  this. 

‘The  situation  is  that  the  high¬ 
er  you  go,  the  more  fuel  is  used. 
So  usually  you  trade  speed  for 
fuel,”  he  said.  “At  the  moment  I 
am  not  interested  in  fuel.  I  need 
speed  because  we  want  to  try 
dry>:^;J  vZ  * 
The  ground  crew  said  that  the 
272-foot-high  balloon  might 
cross  into  North  America  at  the 
coast  of  Washington  state  or  in 
southern  Canada.  They  said  they 
are  hoping  the  balloon  reaches 
North  America  today,  most  like¬ 
ly  in  the  evening. 

The  ground  crew  said  the  craft 
is  Hying  at  27.000  feet  to  30,000 
feet  -  as  jumbo  jets  do  -  and 
might  be  visible  from  the 
ground  if  the  weather  is  clear. 


China  democracy  campaigner  remains  defiant 


By  CHARLES  HUTZLEB 

BELTING  (AP)  -  His  friend  and 
political  mentor  is  jailed,  their  bud¬ 
ding  opposition  political  party 
lacks  its  most  potent  organizer,  but 
Zha  Jianguo  is  not  afraid. 

A  bag  packed  with  toothbrush, 
toothpaste  and  medicine  lies  ready 
at  his  Beijing  home  for  the  day 
Chinese  police  take  him  away.  He 
^  has  told  police  interrogators  he 
®  expects  to  be  jailed,  likely  for  a  few 
years  less  than  the  13  given  China 
Democracy  Party  leader  Xu  Wenli 
on  Monday. 

“Democracy  is  a  process,  and  in 
that  process  a  small  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  sacrificed,”  Zha,  a  47- 
year-old  former  manager  of  a  com¬ 
puter  design  company  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  party’s  Beijing 
branch,  said  in  an  interview  today. 

With  a  mixture  of  defiance  and 
cool  clarity  about  the  chances  for 
success,  Zha  and,  he  says,  other 
China  Democracy  Party  membas 
will  continue  organizing  and  cam¬ 
paigning  for  change. 

His  tenacity  holds,  despite  the 
summary  trials  and  harsh  punish¬ 
ments  for  Xu,  Wang  Youcai  and 
Qin  Yongmin  -  prominent  party 
principals  from  the  provinces  who 
were  sentenced  to  11  and  12  years - 
|  and  despite  portentous  signs  from 
the  ruling:  Communist  Party. 

Chinese  President  Jiang  Zemin 
called  Tuesday  for  a  yearlong 
nationwide  police  clampdown  on. 
any  acts  that  threatened  “Social  sta¬ 
bility.” 

“Whenever  any  element  that 
undermines  stability  raises  its  head, 
it  must  be  resolutely  nipped  in  die 
bud,”  Jiang  said. 

'Zha  maintains  that  such  tactics 
^unnecessary.  In  its  manifestos, 
the  Deihocracy  Party  espoused 
peaceful  means  to  target  “the  unde¬ 
mocratic  system,  not  the  political 
power  of  the  Communist  Party.” 
“We  believe  elections  held  after  the 
^.establishment  of  a  democratic  sys- 
*’  ton  should  decide  who  has  the 
power”  said  Zha. 

What  many  the  world  over  con¬ 
sider  democracy  is  legally  subver¬ 
sive  in  China  for  threatening  foe 
Communist  Party-led  system. 

In  the  past  month,  authorities 
have  arrested  and  convicted  Xu, 
Qin,  and  Wang  and  detained  or 


UK  gov’t 
reels  over 
loan  scandal 


WORLD 


LONDON  ( Reuters)  -  Britain’s  Things 
Labor  government,  reeling  from  the  Maude 
resignation  of  two  ministers,  scram-  Corner 
bled  yesterday  to  prove  it  is  not  the  me 
tainted  with  the  sleaze 
that  brought  down  its 
Conservative  predeces¬ 
sor. 

“It  worries  me  that  the 
government's  integrity 
seems  to  be  under 
attack.  But  J  don’t 
believe  our  integrity  is 
affected  by  this,” 

Deputy  Prime  Minister 
John  Prescott  told  BBC 
radio.  ‘1  think  it’s  an  ! 
honest  government.” 

Peter  Mande /son.  archi-  Mandelson  iapi 

tect  of  the  Labor  Party's 
makeover  and  landslide  election  the  loai 
victory,  was  forced  to  quit  the  cabi-  tion. 
net  Wednesday  over  a  home-loan  The  C 
scandal  -  by  far  the  biggest  blow  to  the  govt 
the  administration  since  it  took  was  an 
power  in  May  1997.  cronies* 

Mandelson,  45,  the  trade  secre-  “It's  a 
tary  as  well  as  Prime 
Minister  Tony  Blair's 
closest  political  strate¬ 
gist.  stepped  down  after 
it  was  disclosed  he  had 
borrowed  373,000 
pounds  ($625,000)  from 
Treasury  minister 
Geoffrey  Robinson. 

Robinson,  60,  a  multi¬ 
millionaire  business¬ 
man,  resigned  just  hours 
Jater. 

The  two  resignations 

were  preceded,  in  lare  Robinson  <api 
October,  by  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Welsh  Secretary  Ron  imposed 
Davies,  who  stepped  down  after  Despit 
saying  be  had  been  robbed  at  knife-  cism,  M 
point  at  night  in  a  London  park  may  not 
notorious  for  being  frequented  by  Mandeb 
homosexuals.  Blair  tall 

The  problem  for  Blair  is  that  future  yc 
Labor’s  election  victory  19  months  more  w 
ago  was  due  in  large  part  to  its  sue-  speculate 
cess  in  painting  the  previous  gov-  product 
eminent  as  sleazy.  Once  in  power,  between 
Blair  promised  his  administration  Excheqi 
would  be  “whiter  than  white.”  GonJon  i 


'Hungs  could  yet  get  worse  for 
Mandelson  with  the  opposition 
Conservatives  demanding  details  of 
the  mortgage  deal  on  his  swanky 
house  in  London’s  fash¬ 
ionable  Notting  HilL 
He  also  borrowed 
money  from  the 
Britannia  Building 
Society.  The  society 
says  borrowers  must  say 
if  they  have  any  other 
loans  on  a  house. 
Failure  to  do  so  is 
potentially  a  criminal 
offense. 

A  spokesman  for 
Mandelson  said  he 
on  iapi  admitted  be  “may  not 
have  included”  details  of 
the  loan  on  his  mortgage  applica¬ 
tion. 

The  Conservatives,  keen  to  keep 
the  government  on  the  hook,  said  it 
was  another  example  of  “Tony’s 
cronies"  in  action. 

“It's  a  public  matter...  and  I  think 
it  is  important  that  all 
the  facts  relating  to  this 
are  made  public" 
Conservative  Party 
Chairman  Michael 
Ancram  said. 

For  a  government  high¬ 
ly  attuned  to  the  media, 
the  front  pages  of 
Christmas  Eve  newspa¬ 
pers  made  horrific  read¬ 
ing.  “STUFFED." 
Britain's  tabled  Sun 
screamed  above  a  pic- 
i  -APi  ture  of  a  turkey  with 
Mandelson ’s  head  super¬ 
imposed  on  top. 

Despite  the  avalanche  of  criti¬ 
cism,  Mandelson ‘s  political  career 
may  not  be  over.  In  his  response  to 
Mandelson's  resignation  letter. 
Blair  talked  of  “my  belief  that  in  tbe 
future  you  will  achieve  much,  much 
more  with  us.”  There  was  media 
speculation  that  tbe  scandal  was  the 
product  of  longstanding  bad  blood 
between  him  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (finance  minister) 
Gonion  Brown. 
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ential  members.  All  had  proven 
track  records.  Xu  and  Qin  as  dissi¬ 
dent  editors  in  tbe  Democracy  Wall 
era  movement  20  years  ago,  Wang 
as  a  student  leader  of  the 
Tiananmen  Square  democracy 
demonstrations  in  1989. 

Zha  got  interested  in  politics  as  a 
radical  youth,  following  Mao  Tse- 
tung's  appeals  to  go  to  the  country¬ 
side  in  1968.  When  he  returned  to 
Beijing  in  1989.  be  marched  in  the 
Tiananmen  protests  and  continued 
his  activism. 


decision  to  fly 
Rushdie  ‘a 
great  risk’ 

TEHERAN  (AP)  -  British 
Airways  is  taking  “a  great  risk”  by 
allow Dg  author  Salman  Rushdie 
to  fly  on  its  aircraft  after  a  nine- 
year  ban.  an  Iranian  newspaper 
said  yesterday. 

The  airline  announced 
Wednesday  that  it  was  lifting  the 
ban  on  the  Indian-bom  British 
author  after  receiving  assurances 
from  the  British  Foreign  Office 
that  there  is  no  risk  in  flying  him. 

The  Teheran  Times,  a  conserva¬ 
tive  English-language  paper,  ques¬ 
tioned  that  judgment. 

‘The  Foreign  Office  should  not 
give  assurances  and  should  respect 
the  beliefs  of  over  one  billion 
Moslems,"  it  quoted  unidentified 
experts  as  saying. 

Rushdie  was  condemned  to 
death  in  1989  after  the  late 
Ayatollah  Ruhollah  Khomeini, 
ruled  that  his  book.  The  Satanic 
Verses ,  was  blasphemous  to  Islam. 


in  brief 


Erez  to  avoid  feuds  in  Tukish  gov’t  talks 

ANKARA  (Reuters)  -  Turkish  Prime  Minister-designate  Yalim 
Erez  said  yesterday  he  would  try  to  steer  clear  of  political  feuds 
in  his  attempt  to  form  a  new  government  from  a  fragmented  par¬ 
liament 

Erez,  an  independent  member  of  Parliament  and  former  trade 
and  industry  minister,  was  appointed  Wednesday  to  form  an 
administration  and  pledged  to  end  three  weeks  of  political  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

He’  now  faces  tough  bargaining  with  a  handful  of  party  chiefs 
split  by  deep  personal  animosity.  Party  leaders  have  failed  to 
agree  on  a  coalition  since  the  collapse  of  conservative  Mesut 
Yi  I  mar’s  government  over  corruption  charges  last  month. 

Ambush  kills  eight  soldiers  in  Algeria 

ALGIERS  ( AP)  -  Moslem  militants  ambushed  an  army  patrol 
in  a  mountainous  region  west  of  Algiers,  killing  eight  soldiers, 
wounding  15,  and  fleeing  with  a  cache  of  weapons,  independent 
newspapers  reported  yesterday. 

Tbe  attack  came  during  the  holy  month  of  Ramadan,  when  mil¬ 
itant  activity  usually  intensifies. 

It  is  part  of  a  nearly  seven-year-old  insurgency  that  has  left 
75.000  people  dead.  The  insurgency  began- after  the  military- 
backed  government  scrapped  a  1992  parliamentary  runoff  the 
Islamic  Salvation  Front  was  expected  to  win. 


Cold  destroys  California’s  citrus  industry 

SANTA  PAULA,  California  (AP)  -  Three  straight  nights  of 
freezing  temperatures  have  caused  at  least  S591  million  in  dam¬ 
age  to  California's  citrus  industry. 

Supermarket  prices  for  oranges  could  triple  in  foe  next  few 
days,  wholesalers  said. 

While  fanners  scrambled  to  save  their  crops,  the  cold  air  that 
has  spilled  out  of  Canada  spread  a  deadly  sheet  of  ice  from  Texas 
through  foe  Tennessee  Valley. 

“Based  on  preliminary  damage  surveys,  our  growers  will  be 
lucky  to  salvage  more  than  15  percent  of  the  county's  citrus 
crop.”  said  Leonard  Craft,  Tulare  County's  agricultural  commis¬ 
sioner. 


Ukrainian  candy  named  after  Monica  Lewinsky 

KIEV.  Ukraine  (AP)  -  President  Bill  Clinton  sent  a  letter  of 
praise  a  few  years  back  to  a  Ukrainian  candy  factory  sifter  tasting 
its  sweets.  But  here's  one  he  probably  won’t  have  a  taste  for.  The 
factory  in  Khmelnytsky,  about  300  kms  southwest  of  foe  capital 
of  Kiev,  yesterday  named  its  newest  chocolate  confection  after 
Monica  Lewinsky,  a  local  newspaper  reported. 

The  candy  is  dedicated  to  a  “sad  story  of  love  between  Bill  and 
Monica,”  foe  chocolate's  designer.  Oksana  Kaduk  said.  The  plant 
is  hoping  its  Monica  chocolates  will  find  a  huge  market.  Its 
Israeli  partner  has  already  ordered  a  large  batch,  the  paper  went 
on  to  say. 


Chinese 

Jianguo 


dissident 


interrogated  at  least  29  other  party 
members.  Police  took  Zha  from  bis 
home  Sunday  afternoon  and  held 
him  for  nearly  24  hours  to  keep 
him  from  Xu’s  trial. 

Labor  rights  campaigner  Zhang 
Shanguang  will  be  put  on  trial 
Sunday  for  -  like  Xu,  Qin  and 
Wang  -  endangering  state  securi¬ 
ty,  the  Hong  Kong-based 

Information  Center  of  Human 
Rights  and  Democratic 

Movement  reported  today.  Zhang 
tried  to  organize  an  unemployed 
workers  group. 

Until  foe  crackdown,  foe  China 
Democracy  Party  distinguished 
itself  from  past  attempts  at  opposi¬ 
tion  by  its  openness.  Organizers 
publicly  announced  their  intention 
to  set  up  the  party.  They  tried  to 
register  with  authorities. 

Statements  were  foxed  to  foreign 
media  and  human  rights  groups  to 
circumvent  China's  state-con¬ 
trolled  media.  ' 

.  The  party  never  managed  to 
establish  a  nationwide  organization 
or  leadership.  Its  separate  branches 
m  at  least  II  provinces  and  cities, 
by  Zha's  count,  were  only  loosely 
affiliated.  He  does  not  know  how 
many  members  there  are,  but 
guesses  about  500. 

Now,  the  democracy  campaign¬ 
ers  are  being  driven  underground. 

Party'  members  will  concentrate 
on  increasing  ranks  and  will  be 
more  guarded  in  tbe  use  of  tele¬ 
phones  and  faxes  and  their  occa¬ 
sional  meetings,  Zha  said. 

The  arrests  of  Xu.  Wang  and  Qin 
deprive  the  party  of  its  more  influ- 
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Ben-Gurion  University  of  the  Negev 

The  Distinguished  visitors  Program 


MV  Invites  foe  public  to  a  series  of  lectures  by 
Professor  Bernard  Wasserstein 
President  of  foe  Oxford  Centre  for  Hebrew  and  Jewish  Studies 

Tuesday,  December  29  10:00 

World  War  n  Collaborators:  Comparative  Perspectives 
Ben-Gurion  Research  Center,  Sede  Boker 
Chain  Dr,  Tuvia  Filling,  Director,  Ben-Gurion  Research  Carter 
Co-qwoaredby  the  Department^ History  &  the  BenGman  Research  Center 

Tuesday,  January  5 16:00 

The  Question  of  Jerusalem  in  Historical  Perspective 
Chaim  Herzog  Center,  3rf  floor.  Humanities  Building 
Chain  Dr.  Dior  Zee  vi.  Director,  Chaim  Herzog  Center 
Cosponsored by  the  Departwaattf History  A  the  Department  af Middle  Eastern  Studies 

Tuesday,  December  29 16:00 

Vanishing  Diaspora:  End  of  the  Road  for  European  Jewry? 
Department  of  History,  Seminar  Room,  6th  floor,  Humanities  Building 
Chair  Professor  flan  Troen,  Chair  of  foe  Department  of  History 

Sponsored  by  the  Department  of  History 


GRAPHICS  STUDIO 
QUALITY  PRINTING  HOUSE 
BOOK  PRODUCTION 

Specializing  in  invitations  and  functions 
Personalized  benchers  and  sidurim 
Wide  range  of  give-aways  for  smahot , 


University  of  East  London  -  The  Branch  in  Israel 

School  of  Law 

Registration  is  closing  for  the 
February  1999  Semester 


All  the  degrees  are  taught  in  English 


LL.B  (HONS)  DEGREE  (BACHELOR  OF  LAW) 

The  course  prepares  the  students  for  a  legal  career  and  opens  employment 
opportunities  in  Israel,  Europe,  England  and  the  US  (NY  and  Cal.) 

The  programme  of  legal  studies  is  identical  to  that  of  the  University  in  London. 

Excellent  academic  staff  from  Israel  and  abroad. 

LL.M  DEGREE  (MASTER  OF  LAW) 

This  prestigious  post  graduate  degree  is  parallel  to  the  UEL  course  of  studies. 
The  theme  of  the  Legal  programme  is  the  changing  boundaries  of 
International  law  in  a  time  of  globalisation. 

•  The  degree  is  recognized  in  Israel  and  internationally. 

*  Modular  scheduling  of  classes  allows  students  to  combine  work  with  studies 

(moming/evening  pathways) 

The  University  of  East  London  -  the  branch  in  Israel  -  operates  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations  of  the  'Board  of  Higher  Education’. 
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RAPIDOGRAPH 
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Seizing  the  center 


Pplitically  speaking.  Lt-Gen.  (res.;  Am  non 
Lipkin-Shahak  is  doubly  blessed.  As  a  top 
military  figure,  he  automatically  exudes  a 
form  of  leadership  that  is  above  politics.  Though 
Israel  is  thought  of  as  particularly  prone  to  the 
admixture  of  military  and  political  leadership,  the 
popular  attraction  to  Shahak  recalls  the  American 
tradition  of  George  Washington,  Ulysses  Grant,  or 
Dwight  Eisenhower.  In  addition,  Shahak  has  a 
form  of  charisma  that  contributed  to  his  charmed 
military  career,  and  may  be  even  more  useful  as  he 
enters  the  dangerous  waters  of  politics. 

Shahak  has  twice  received  the  Medal  of  Valor, 
Israel's  highest  military  honor,  for  bravery  in  battle 
and  is  among  those  officers  who  have  developed  a 
loyal  following  among  the  many  who  have  served 
under  him  over  the  years.  At  the  same  time,  Shahak 
has  made  his  share  of  enemies  on  his  way  to  the 
top.  What  his  critics  call  cynicism  and  disloyalty, 
his  supporters  regard  as  an  ability  to  separate 
friendship  from  professional  judgment  Yet  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  anyone  who  can  point  to  a  significant 
mark  left  by  Shahak  after  nearly  four  years  as  chief 
of  staff,  for  better  or  for  worse. 

As  Shahak  shifts  over  to  the  political  realm,  this 
tendency  to  be  a  competent  steward  rather  than  a 
policy  reformer  could  be  both  a  hindrance  and  an 
asset.  On  the  one  hand,  the  public  may  well  be  in 
the  mood  -  after  Netanyahu’s  ideologically 
charged  style  -  for  calm  competence.  On  the  other, 
simple  stewardship  will  not  be  enough  to  push 
through  the  politically  tough  decisions  and  reforms 
necessary  in  the  times  ahead. 

The  lack  of  a  reformer  s  penchant  for  initiative 
during  his  military  years,  for  example,  may  not 
augur  well  for  Shahak  as  a  political  leader.  Even 
before  he  became  chief  of  General  Staff,  the  adap¬ 
tation  of  the  IDF  to  changing  strategic  threats,  the 
challenge  of  becoming  “smaller  and  smarter.”  and 
the  restructuring  of  the  reserve  system  were  all 
overdue.  Perhaps  it  is  true  that  such  changes  must 
ultimately  come  from  above,  rather  than  within, 
but  Shahak  showed  little  inclination  to  initiate 
major  reforms. 

If  anything,  the  acumen  that  Shahak  is  now 
demonstrating  is  more  of  a  political  than  military 
nature.  In  an  interview  this  week  in  Ha'aretz.  he 
made  a  possibly  astute  political  judgment:  the 
Labor-Meretz  combination  has  branded  itself  too 
far  to  the  Left  to  be  elected  by  the  public,  while  a 
large  element  of  the  Right  is  ready  to  negotiate 
peace  agreements  and  is  willing  to  pay  the  price  for 
them.  In  other  words,  creating  a  force  that  com¬ 
bines  the  moderate  Left  and  Right  is  both  the  way 
to  win  an  election  and  the  key  to  governing  suc¬ 
cessfully.  Accordingly.  Shahak  has  reportedly 
decided  to  join  forces  with  Dan  Meridor,  despite 
the  withering  criticism  from  Labor  and  Meretz  that 


be  is  splitting  the  Left  and  reducing  the  chances 
that  Netanyahu  will  be  replaced 

At  this  stage,  political  calculations  are  still  based 
on  shifting  ground,  and  much  can  happen  between 
now  and  election  day.  But  it  is  not  too  early  to  start 
applying  some  of  the  few  principles  that  Shahak 
himself  put  forth  on  his  first  day  as  a  civilian. 
Shahak,  for  example,  said  it  is  important  not  to  get 
caught  up  in  battles  over  ego  that  detract  from  the 
objective  of  “change,”  his  euphemism  for  unseat¬ 
ing  Netanyahu.  Yet  it  is  clear  that  Shahak  sees  him¬ 
self  as  heading  a  centrist  party,  rather  than  Dan 
Meridor.  At  the  moment,  before  his  real  entrance 
into  politics,  the  polls  indicate  that  Shahak  is  the 
more  attractive  candidate.  The  real  test  will  come, 
however,  if  Shahak  will  be  able  to  apply  his  own 
logic  if  it  indicates  that  Meridor  should  lead  the 
party. 

Those  seeking  to  displace  the  Netanyahu  govern¬ 
ment  tend  to  be  focused  on  who  has  the  best  shot 
of  doing  so  at  the  polls.  But  it  is  also  worth  con¬ 
sidering  the  pros  and  cons  of  backing  a  politically 
untested  candidate,  regardless  of  how  lofty  his 
popularity  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  race. 

The  record  of  generals  going  directly  into  poli¬ 
tics  is  a  mixed  one.  Yitzhak  Rabin  did  not  have 
extensive  political  experience  before  his  first  term 
as  prime  minister,  which  ended  in  his  resignation. 
Ehud  Barak  was  considered  a  great  electoral  asset 
for  the  Labor  Party,  and  remained  popular  when  he 
served  as  a  minister  under  Rabin  and  Peres,  but  his 
star  quickly  tarnished  after  he  assumed  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  party  in  opposition.  Yitzhak  Mordechai 
has  made  a  successful  transition  from  military  to 
civilian  political  life,  and  remains  the  Likud’s  most 
popular  minister.  Shahak  would  be  the  first  gener¬ 
al  to  shoot  for  the  top  spot  directly,  without  serving 
in  any  other  political  post 

Even  Netanyahu  himself,  considered  the  con¬ 
summate  politician,  had  little  executive  experience 
before  taking  office.  He  had  never  even  been  a 
minister,  and  the  sense  that  he  was  going  through 
on-the-jqb..  training  jwas .  palpable ,  throughout  his 
first  year  or  so  in  office.  Meridor,  by  contrast,  has 
held  senior  posts  under  four  prime  ministers:  cabi¬ 
net  secretary  under  Begin,  justice  minister  under 
Peres  and  Shamir,  and  finance  minister  under 
Netanyahu. 

Regardless  of  who  ultimately  leads  the  centrist 
party  ticket  Shahak  is  right  in  stating  that  a  com¬ 
bination  of  leaders  from  both  sides  of  the  center 
can  make  the  greatest  contribution  to  bringing  the 
country  together.  As  he  said  yesterday  upon  leav¬ 
ing  the  IDF  after  36  years'  service.  “The  separation 
among  us  is  bad  for  everyone...  I  believe  in  a  new 
way  which  will  bring  together  as  many  parts  of 
society  as  possible  and  give  hope  to  all  those  who 
feel  they  need  it,  as  I  do.” 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Sir,-  Jerusalem  Post  columnist 
Daoud  Kuttab  writes  like  a  pro¬ 
pagandist  for  the  Palestinian 
Authority.  His  transparent  aim  is 
to  demonize  Israel  while  pro¬ 
jecting  an  image  of  persecuted 
Arabs  in  Judea.  Samaria  and 
Gaza,  in  the  hope  of  building 
sympathy  for  the  creation  of  an 
Arab  state. 

The  result  has  been  a  series  of 
articles,  which  often  contain  dis¬ 
tortions,  omissions  and  falsifica¬ 
tions. 

Take,  for  example.  Kuttab's 
September  24  effort.  Describing 
the  results  of  the  UN  partition  of 
western  Palestine  in  1947.  he 
recalls  that  only  the  Jewish  state 
was  created. 

Surely,  no  lapse  of  memory 
caused  Kuttab  not  to  inform  his 
readers  that  the  Arab  state  failed 


PA  PROPAGANDIST 

to  come  into  existence  because 
the  Palestinian  Arabs  not  only 
rejected  the  UN  compromise  but 
attacked  the  Jews.  As  this  fact 
would  not  enhance  the  propa¬ 
gandist's  position  on  Arab  state¬ 
hood.  better  to  just  leave  it  out. 

Kuttab's  attempt  at  deception 
reached  a  new  low  in  his 
November  26  column 

The  demand  to  “Let  my  people 
go."  first  heard  in  the  biblical 
story  of  freedom  for  an  enslaved 
people,  became  a  slogan  for  the 
Soviet  Jewry  movement.  By 
appropriating  this  cry  for  the 
oppressed  for  the  title  of  a  col¬ 
umn  dedicated  to  the  release  of 
Arab  terrorists  from  Israeli  pris¬ 
ons.  Kuttab  equates  those  who 
indiscriminately  murder  and 
maim  with  the  victims  of  slavery 
and  Soviet  persecution. 


Kuttab  does  not  see  it  that 
way.  For  him.  the  vile  practi¬ 
tioners  of  the  abomination  of 
terrorism,  whose  declared  "mil¬ 
itary”  targets  include  school 
children,  infants  and  mothers, 
are  “proud  fighters.”  (December 
10)  “guerrillas"  and  “ Freedom 
fighters"  (November  26).  This 
despicable  commentary  calls 
into  question  the  man's  discern¬ 
ment,  sense  of  morality  or  bis 
honesty. 

Kuttab's  propaganda,  which 
would  not  be  oufof  place  in  a 
PA-sponsored  newspaper,  does 
seem  inappropriate  on  the  edito¬ 
rial  page  of  The  Jerusalem  Post. 

BERNARD  SMITH. 
The  Jerusalem  Institute  of 
Western  Defense 
Jerusalem. 


HAREDIM:  SHARE  THE  BURDEM! 


Sir,-  Jonathan  Rosenbium 
(Dec.  14)  refers  to  haredi  par¬ 
ents  "guarding  their  children’s 
souls  like  a  Ming  vase  for  18 
years."  going  on  to  whine  that 
“they  cannot  be  expected  to 
expose  them  at  the  most  vulnera¬ 
ble  age  in  their  lives  io  an  envi¬ 
ronment  of  casual  sexual  mixing 
and  standards  of  modesty  so  at 
odds  with  their  own.” 

Mr  Rosenbium.  who  gave  you 
the  right  to  demand  special  treat¬ 
ment  for  your  18-year-old  son 
and  the  thousands  of  his  fellow 
yeshiva  students  who  avoid  their 
national  duty?  Does  it  not  occur 
to  you  that  we  all  cry  our  besr  to 
guard  our  children's  souls  and  we 


ail  share  a  sense  of  trepidation 
when  they  go  off  to  serve  their 
country? 

All  we  are  asking  is  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  welfare  of 
this  country  be  shared  equally 
by  all  its  Jewish  citizens  and 
maybe,  someday,  by  its  non- 
Jewish  citizens  too. 

You  see,  Mr  Rosenbium.  we  do 
not  buy  your  argument  that  this 
country  needs  thousands  of 
young  men  to  “protect-  it  by 
studying  Torah  full-time  until 
they  are  too  old  to  serve  in  the 
army. 

We  also  refuse  to  accept  the 
facr  that  an  inevitable  result  of 
this  anomaly  is  that  so  many  of 


these  men  go  on  to  become  eco¬ 
nomic  parasites,  living  off  the 
earnings  of  their  wives  and  the 
hand-outs  of  a  corrupt  political 
system 

Let  us  ail  rejoice  at  the  recent 
High  Court  decision,  and  let  us 
pray  thar  our  legislators  will  have 
the  good  sense  to  draw  up  a  viable 
set  of  regulations,  which  will 
take  into  account  the  special  needs 
of  haredi  Jews,  whilst  assuring 
that  the  heavy  burden  of  nation¬ 
al  service  will  be  shared  in  a 
more  equitable  manner  then  has 
been  the  case  hitherto. 

ASHER  CAI UNGOLD 
Jerusalem. 


FROM  OUR  ARCHIVES 


65  years  ago:  On  December  25, 
1933,  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
that  the  Arab  Executive  had 
decided  to  call  another  general 
strike  and  demonstration  on 
January  16.  1934.  and  was  incit¬ 
ing  the  public  to  support  this 
protest  against  land  sales  and 


Jewish  immigration.  The 
Executive  had  also  paid  fines  of 
Arabs  sentenced  for  their  recent 
rioting  and  illegal  demonstra¬ 
tions. 

25  years  ago:  On  December  25. 
1973,  The  Jerusalem  Post  report¬ 


ed  from  Geneva  that  the  lsrael- 
Egyptian  military  disengagement 
talks  had  revived  the  scheme  for 
the  reopening  of  the  Suez  Canal 
and  that  Egypt  had  agreed  to  seek 
an  overall  solution  of  the  Middle 
East  conflict. 

Alexander  Zvielli 


Patriots,  Scuds  and  Katyushas* 


The  inhabitants  of  Kiiyat 
Shmona  and  other  Galilee  set¬ 
tlements  received  advance 
warning  on  Tuesday  of  the 
Katyushas  that  the  Hizbullah  was 
about  to  fire.  They  were  requested  to 
go  into  their  shelters  hours  before 
they  landed.  However,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Tel  Aviv  and  Ramat  Gan 
weren’t  told  to  get  into  shelters  or  to 
crowd  into  sealed  rooms  when  there 
was  concern  that  Saddam  Hussein 
was  liable  to  fire  Scuds  on  their 
homes  as  an  act  of  desperation. 

The  government  knew  in 
advance  of  the  LTS  plans  for 
Desert  Fox.  President  Bill  Clinton 
had  briefed  Prime  Minister 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  during  his 
visit.  Even  earlier,  the  Americans 
had  notified  Ambassador  Zalman 
Shoval  of  their  imention  to  send 
Patriot  batteries  manned  by 
Americans  to  Israel.  The  missile 
unit  arrived  a  week  before 
Clinton,  and  Washington  tried  to 
camouflage  the  delivery  under  the 
guise  of  an  American  maneuver  in 
tiie  Negev.  Nevertheless.  Israeli 
intelligence  estimated  the  danger 
of  Scuds  being  fired  at  Israel  as 
“minimal.’' 

Eight  years  ago.  before  Desert 
Storm.  Israel  wanted  to  buy 
Patriot  missiles  from  tire  US.  but 
the  US  was  in  no  hurry  to  sell 
them.  It  made  their  stationing  here 
conditional  on  their  being  manned 
by  Americans.  Moshe  Arens,  then 
defense  minister,  was  opposed  to 
the  stationing  of  American  sol¬ 
diers  here,  and  requested  that  the 
batteries  be  manned  by  Israelis. 

But  after  the  first  Scuds  hit 
Ramat  Gan.  Israel  agreed  to 
accept  the  Patriots  with  American 
teams,  on  condition  that  they  be 
stationed  here  only  temporarily 
and  that  we  could  later  buy  them 
and  man  them  ourselves. 

The  Patriot  didn't  live  up  to 


MOSHE  ZAK 


expectations;  the  results  of  its  use 
were  disappointing.  It  turned  out 
to  be  a  good  anti-aircraft  missile 
but  no  good  against  missiles.  It 
didn't  shoot  down  any  Scuds  and 
in  one  or  two  cases  even  caused 
damage  within  Israel. 

Before  returning  to  America,  the 
commander  of  the  unit.  Col.  David 


mission  of  inquiry  to  check  on  a 
list  of  citizens  that  had  visited  the 
American '  batteries  ;  including' 
members  of  Jewish  delegations 
that  Had  come  from  the  US  to 
show  solidarity  with  Israel  during 
the  crisis,  and  were  photographed 
at  the  American  batteries.  This 
time  the  administration  won’t 


Israel  needs  American  tools  and  not 
American  boys  in  deterring  missiles  and 
rockets  from  distance 


Hibner,  admitted  that  the  Israelis 
had  rapidly  learnt  how  to  handle 
the  Patriot,  and  had  even  suggest¬ 
ed  various  improvements  that 
were  adopted  by  the  Americans 
commanding  the  Patriot  batteries 
in  Saudi  Arabia.  These  improve¬ 
ments  and  others  are  included  in 
the  upgraded  model  of  the  Patriot 
bought  by  Israel. 

But  when  the  Americans  began 
to  plan  Operation  Desert  Fox,  they 
suggested  on  their  own  that  Patriot 
batteries  be  sent  here.  We  have  no 
unambiguous  proof,  but  it’s  more 
than  likely  the  US  used  this  as  a 
demonstration  of  good  will  toward 
Israel  during  the  post- Wye  period. 
And  Israel  welcomed  the  gesture 
without  stopping  to  consider  its 
long-range  implications. 

WE  MAY- hope  thai  this  time  we 
won’t  have  to  put  up  with  the 
insults  of  1991  when,  after  the 
failure  of  the  Patriots,  their  manu¬ 
facturers.  supported  by  the 
Department  of  Defense,  accused 
Israel  of  passing  secret  informa¬ 
tion  about  them  to  China.  Die 
administration  even  sent  a  com- 


have  to  apologize  for  their  false 
accusations,  because  this  time  the 
shipment  of  Patriots  missiles  was 
an  American  initiative. 

The  American  operation  only 
lasted  a  few  days,  but  we  can 
assess  its  diplomatic  significance. 
The  American  soldiers  empha¬ 
sized  to  the  Arab  countries  that 
the  US  will  help  Israel  defend 
itself  against  aggression  by  Iraq 
or  any  other  country.  In  the  face 
of  rearmament  by  Iraq.  Iran,  and 
other  countries  in  the  region  with 
w  eapons  of  mass  destruction  and 
long-range  missiles,  the  US 
removed  any  doubt  that  it  would 
stand  by  Israel.  Whatever,  the 
practical  benefit  of  the  Patriots, 
they  serve  as  a  deterrent  to  our 
enemies.  ...  . . 

Button  the  othef' hand,' : tpe  pic¬ 
tures  of , the  American  tedhis' in 
change  of rthie  batteries  near  Tel 
Aviv  unintentionally  trade 
Israel's  diplomatic  position  in  the 
face  of  demands  for  concessions, 
and  the  degree  of  the  American 
public’s  support  against  these 
demands. 

Israel  has  always  carefully 


'  avoided  the  involvement  of 
American  soldiers  in  its  defense, 
s  We  have  always  said  “Give  us 
the  tools  and  we’ll  finish  the  job 
on  our  own.”  Die  American  peo- 
-  pie  always  respected  this  stance. 
And  when  ;Israel  agreed  to  the 
temporary  stationing  of 
American  soldiers  in  Tel  Aviv 
during  Desert  Storm,  secretary  of 
state  James  Baker  exploited  this 
to  boast  to  Israel,  “Our  boys  are 
fighting  for  you  against  Iraq,  and 
you  are  coming  to  me  to  ask  for 
compensation  for  the  damage 
caused  in  the  war.”  J* 

'Baker  later  apologized  for  rtfs 
remark,  but  there  was  no  shortage 
of  statements  by  American  gener¬ 
als  trying  to  describe  the  war  as 
intended  to  defend  Israel.  More 
serious  was  the  influence  on  the 
Israeli  public,  which  inferred 
from  the  presence  of  American 
soldiers  that  the  IDF  was  unable 
to  face  its  enemies  alone.  This 
was  a  blow  to  morale. 

It's  true  that  the  European 
members  of  NATO  have  agreed 
to  an  extensive  presence  of  the 
US  Army  on  their  soil,  but  the  US 
doesn't  suggest  to  them  where 
they  should  draw  their  borders, 
and  doesn't  mediate  between 
them  and  their  neighbors.  For 
,  Israel  to  freely  debate  a  diplomats 
He  settlement  with  its  neighbors  Vi 
it  mustn’t  appear  to  its  own  ciri- “ 
zens  as  a  client  state,  dependent 
on  the  US  Army.  We  are  an  ally- 
assisted  by  generous  US  aid* but 
African- 'iieed‘*ofi|hf 
a; V-  ■' '4,rre  £ 
Tffe^c^^from  Iraq  weffflpt 
'  fired'  and  'the  ' Patridt  batteries 
weren’t  activated  this  time. 
Instead  Katyushas  hit  northern 
Israel.  The  Patriot  missiles  aren’t 
for  Katyusha  rockets  and  thus  we 
most  certainly  have  to  deal  with 


A  bizarre  situation 


The  minute  it  became  clear 
that  a  Lebanese  mother  and 
six  of  her  children  had  been 
killed  by  a  stray  Israel  Air  Force 
bomb,  the  media  began  trotting 
out  experts  to  explain  how  this 
kind  of  tragedy,  which  the  sterile 
language  of  military  analysis 
terms  “collateral  damage.”  is 
unavoidable  in  a  situation  of 
ongoing  combat.  That’s  not  much 
comfort  to  the  Lebanese  victims 
or  their  families. 

It  would  be  slightly  more  con¬ 
soling  to  those  Israelis  with  a 
troubled  conscience  -  and  the 
word  can  still  be  used,  even  by 
those  who  do  care  about  Israeli 
security  -  if  they  were  truly  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  situation  in 
Lebanon  is  unavoidable.  But  the 
sequence  of  events  quickly 
exposed  the  absurdity  of  this  argu¬ 
ment. 

Almost  immediately  after  the 
IDF  admitted  and  apologized  for 
its  mistake,  Hizbullah  unleashed  a 
huge  volley  of  Katyusha  rockets 
against  northern  Galilee.  Amid  all 
the  reportage  of  physical  damage 
and  psychological  disruption  and 
threats  and  counter-threats,  the 
meaning  of  this  event  somehow 
escaped  most  people's  attention.  It 
is  this:  After  13  years  of  presence 
in  the  security  zone,  two  large- 
scale  military  operations,  and 
hundreds  of  Israeli  dead  and 
wounded  (in  addition  to  countless 
Lebanese),  Hizbullah  can  still 
attack  Israel,  and  specifically  the 
northern  Galilee,  any  time  it  feels 
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the  desire  or  need  to  do  so.  In  fact, 
it  rarely  does  so,  but  when  it  does, 
it  is  almost  always  in  response  to 
some  Israeli  military  action. 

This  leads  to  a  conclusion  that  is 
bizarre  only  because  the  situation 
is  bizarre:  Israel's  presence  in 
southern  Lebanon  not  only  does 


the  face  of  elementary  common 
sense.  When  Hizbullah  refrains 
from  attacking  Israel  proper,  it 
does  so  not  because  it  is  unable  to. 
but  from  a  complex  set  of  consid¬ 
erations,  most  of  which  have  to  do 
with  its  political  agenda  in 
Lebanon  as  protector  of  the 


Our  presence  in  southern  Lebanon  not  only 
does  not  protect  the  residents  of  the 
North,  it  actually  endangers  them 


not  protect  the  residents  of  the 
North,  it  actually  endangers  them. 
The  reason  is  that  the  IDF,  in 
order  to  protect  itself  against 
Hizbullah  attacks,  is  obliged  to 
undertake  actions  with  results, 
intentional  or  otherwise,  that  stim¬ 
ulate  the  Hizbullah  actions  that 
send  the  residents  of  Kiryat 
Shmona  and  Nahariya  scurrying, 
first  to  the  shelters  (if  not  further 
south),  and  then  to  the  psycholo¬ 
gists. 

Well,  concede  the  experts,  per¬ 
haps  the  security  zone  doesn't 
actually  prevent  the  attacks  on 
Israel  that  do  take  place,  but  it  at 
least  prevents  the  ones  that  don't, 
and  without  the  security  zone,  the 
situation  would  be  worse. 

THIS  KIND  of  argument  is  tech¬ 
nically  irrefutable,  but  it  flies  in 


underprivileged  and  champion  of 
the  national  resistance  to  Israeli 
occupation.  Gratuitous  attacks 
against  Israel  invite  retaliation 
that  would  not  serve  this  agenda. 
In  other  words,  Hizbullah,  "to  the 
extent  thar  it  has  any  motivation  to 
attack  Israel,  is  sometimes 
deterred  from  acting  on  that  moti¬ 
vation. 

But  the  threats  behind  this  puta¬ 
tive  deterrence  have  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  the  IDF's  pres¬ 
ence  in  southern  Lebanon:  they 
have  everything  to  do  with  long- 
range  firepower  and  airpower  that 
already  operate  from  behind  the 
international  border  and  could 
continue  to  do  so  after  a  with¬ 
drawal.  even  if  Hizbullah  were 
serious  about  its  declarations  of 
intent  to  liberate  Jerusalem  and 
the  rest  of^occupied  Palestine." 


/ 

Of  course,  there  are  those  wl-ir 
argue  that  Hizbullah  for  tire 
Lebanese  government,  or  Syria j 
could  be  deterred  even  now  from 
attacking  the  IDF  in  the  security 
zone,,  if  only  Israel  took  off  the 
gloves  and  finally  got  serious,  not 
as  in  Operation  Accountability  or 
Operation  Grapes  of  Wrath,  but 
really  serious.  Perhaps  they  have 
some  original  ideas  that  haven't 
been  tried  before  (expanding  the 
security  zone,  expelling  the  popu¬ 
lation,  bombing  Lebanon  longer 
than  the  US  could  bomb  Iraq?), 
but  without  more  persuasive  argu- 
ments,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  * 
people  who  talk  as  if  Operation 
Peace  for  Galilee"  for  the  intifada, 
or  the  War  of  Attrition)  never  hap¬ 
pened  truly  have  more  promising 
options.  And  without  such 
options,  what's  left  is  withdrawal 
or  more  of  the  same. 


put  ai  nsx.  it  also  implies  the  r 
to  acknowledge  that  a  13-year 
policy  is  bankrupt  and  no  loi 
serves  any  useful  purpose, 
second  challenge  is  more  diffi< 
But  unless  it  is  met  head 
Israeli  soldiers  will  continue 
die,  Lebanese  civilians  will  t 
tinue  to  be  the  victims  of  “co 
era!  damage”  and  Israeli  civUi 
will  remain  suspended  berwef 
normal  life  and  the  next  Katyi 
alert  and  mad  rush  for  shelter. 

That  is  the  price  of  intellec 
inertia  -  and  it  is  far  too  high. 


POSTSCRIPTS 


G.I.  (Blank):  Believe  it  or  not  the 
popular  G.I.  Joe  doll  is  becoming  a 
pregnant  woman. 

No  joke.  Hasbro  recently  spon¬ 
sored  an  online  auction  in  which  the 
top  bidder  would  receive  a  G.L  Joe 
custom-made  in  his  or  her  likeness. 

The  winning  bid  -  $2,951  -  came 
from  a  Maryland  woman.  Sherry 
Piuche,  who  is  in  the  Navy.  She  told 
Hasbro  the  doll  would  make  a  “cool 
memento”  for  her  unborn  child. 

A  BRIDSH  researcher  claims  he 
can  restore  long-lost  memories  in 
the  elderly  by  treating  them  with 
smells  from  World  War  II. 

According  to  the  Week  magazine, 
when  psychiatrist  John  Kinge  re¬ 
created  die  aromas  of  wartime  - 
including  bombed-out  buildings 


and  the  scent  of  a  Royal  Women’s 
Auxiliary  Service  tea  wagon  -  the 
odors  triggered  a  burst  of  memories 
in  patients  in  their  80s  and  90s, 

One  man  suddenly  recited  his  old 
rifle  number  after  whiffing  a  scent 
called  “hospital.”  But  Kinge  isn't 
sure  the  method  will  work  on 
future  generations. 

"Food  is  cooked  in  the 
microwave."  he  said.  “We  live  in 
such  a  sterile  environment  there 
are  virtually  no  smells  to  reamem- 
ber  us  by." 

LANGUAGE  BARRIER  Bureau: 
To  paraphrase  Steve  Martin,  “It’s 
like  those  British  have  a  different 
word  for  everything." 

Just  compare  the  reactions  to  a 
recent  launch  of  a  US  Tomahawk 


missile  by  a  British  submarine 
Representing  the  English,  Adm.  Sir 
Michael  Boyce,  first  sea  lord  and 
chief  of  staff  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
said:  "Good  show,  very  vivid.” 

The  quote  from  the  American  mis¬ 
sile  test  chief,  Ll  Cmdr.  Len 
Hamilton,  was:  'Totally  awesome!” 

THE  LIBRARY  of  Congress 
spends  more  than  $60,000  each 
year  to  print  a  Braille  version  of 
Playboy  magazine  that  is  read  by 
fewer  than  1,000  blind  people. 

BEST  SUPERMARKET  Tabloid 
Headline:  “2.2  Million  Will 
Lose  Their  Jobs  This  Year  -  For 
Acting  Stupid  at  Office 
Christmas  Parties!"  (Weekly 
World  News) 


from  Duke  University:  "Do 
swallow  pennies  made  after  19S 
According  to  Dr.  Sara  O’Hara 
pediatric  radiologist  at  the  schr 
coins  minted  after  1982  contain 
of  zinc,  which  can  react  with  stc 
ach  md  to  cause  ulceis.  ^ 
and  kidney  damage. 

Don’t  you  think  there  should 

warning  labels  on  all  new 

AN  ICE  CREAM  parlor 

Tucson.  Ariz,.  has  begun  seL 

laxative  ice  cream  called  MrJn 
Persuasion.” The  concoctions 
tains  oatmeal  and  Coarf 
chopped  prunes.  (LA  DmesJ 
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OPINION 


Boom  time 
for  amulets 


MICHAEL  MARMUR 


QfC  w ho 

UV  '^booking 

'  linn  as  r 


't's  election  time,  and  the  amulet 
industry  is  moving  into  full 
.swing.  Many  political  parries 
win  be  issuing  them  wholesale  in 
the  coming  months  to  encourage 

dtizens  to  vote  the  way  God  intend¬ 
ed.  All  over  the  country,  extra  staff 
is  being  employed  to  meet  the 
expected  upstage  in  imprecations 
and  incantations. 

Judging  from  precedent,  some 
parties  will  benefit  from  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  sages  assuring  that  a  well- 
placed  vote  guarantees  eternal  life. 
Officials  responsible  for  reserva¬ 
tions  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  report  a 
boom  for  this  coming  springtime, 
although  it  is  by  no  means  dear 
"  are  pencilled  in  for  a  group 
;  actually  reach  the  destina- 
'  tion  as  promised. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the 
coming  election  will  be  the  most 
superstitious  and  least  religious  in 
Israel’s  history.  Politicians  with  a 


didates  offering  long  life,  good 
health,  powers  of  virility  or  fertility 
(or  both),  eternal  salvation,  or  even 
just  a  weekend  in  Tiberias  if  you 
promise  to  vote  for  them. 

I  suggest  a  well-respected  Jewish 
expert  in  the  field  be  called  in  to 
moderate  -  perhaps  David 
Copperfield  the  magician,  or  maybe 
TJri  Geller.  If  Gdler  comes,  1  might 
get  my  broken  clock  fixed  at  the 
same  time.  Each  candidate  should 
be  given  five  full  nrimnes  in  order  to 
demonstrate  that  the  gates  of  heav¬ 
en  open  when  their  particular  voting 
card  is  selected. 

Mysticism,  said  Cardinal  John 
Newman,  begins  in  mist  and  ends  in 
schism.  The  truth  is  that  the  Jewish 
mystical  tradition  is  profound  and 
rich,  and  deserves  our  awe  and 
respect  But  those  who  speak  in  its 
name  and  become  linked  to  one  polit- 
ical  party  or  another  do  indeed  spread 
mist  and  schism  in  equal  parts. 
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I  do  not  seek  to  remove  religion  from 
polities,  but  rather  to  find  a  worthy  place 
for  it,  far  away  from  partisan  horse-trading 


taste  for  lobster  will  carp  on  Jewish 
themes;  others,  having  grown  tired 
of  promising  the  world,  will 
promise  the  vwrld  to  come.  Public 
figures  will  make  of  tradition  a 
mule,  on  whose  back  they  will  load 
Aptty  self-interest  and  internecine, 
spite.  Rich  ethnic  heritage  will 
save  as  battle  dress  in  the  usual  sor¬ 
did  exchange  of  slogans  and  calum¬ 
nies. 

Readers  unacquainted  with  con¬ 
temporary  Israeli  political  culture 
may  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  a 
nation  which  gave  the  world  Isaiah 
and  Isaiah  Berlin,  Karl  Marx  and 
Leo  Strauss,  Leon  Blum  and 
Benjamin  Disraeli,  will  tins  year 
most  likely  play  host  to  a  political 
debate  on  the  level  of  Donald  Duck 
and  Mickey  Mouse. 

My  own  modest  proposal  is  that 
alongside  the  inevitable  prime  min¬ 
isterial  televised  debate,  we  bold  a 
miracle  spell-off  among  those  can- 


1  AM  NOT  suggesting  that  we  ban 
the  misuse  of  Jewish  religion  and 
culture  in  the  upcoming  elections, 
nor  that  we  legislate  against  charla¬ 
tans  and  hucksters.  But  it  behooves 
us  to  expose  the  phenomenon, 
mock  it  a  little,  and  then  argue  vig¬ 
orously  against  it  at  every  opportu¬ 
nity.  Each  citizen  of  this  country 
should  cast  his  or  her  vote  for  that 
party  which  best  approximates  his 
or  her  own  vision  of  how  Israeli 
society  should  look  in  this  world, 
and  at  this  time.  Those  who  replace 
sociology  with  eschatology  damagp 
our  democracy,  and  they  do  little  to 
honor  the  great  traditions  of  reh- 
gioos  thought  and  practice. 

I  am  a  Reform  Jew.  and  as  such 
the  object  of  scam  and  vilification 
by  many  of  my  fellow  Jews  in  this 
country.  In  the  last  election  cam¬ 
paign,  one  party  even  dedicated,  air 
time  to  Reform-bashing,  apparently 
in  the  belief  that  this  is  almost  as 


efficacious  as  holy  water  and  col¬ 
lectible  laminated  cards  of  sages  as 
a  means  of  bringing  out  voters. 

There  are  many  strong  reasons  to 
vote  for  parties  which  represent 
world  views  far  removed  from  my 
own.  1  have  no  argument  with  a 
voter  who  in  good  conscience  casts 
a  vote  for  a  party  representing  opin¬ 
ions  I  do  not  share.  Let  them  be  per¬ 
suaded  by  argument  and  by  charis¬ 
ma,  Jet  them  hear  about  education 
and  economic  policy.  Oslo  and 
Wye,  Sabbath  observance  and  spe¬ 
cial  funding  of  religious  institu¬ 
tions,  unemployment  and  missile 
deployment. 

Ail  of  this  is  fair  and  legitimate. 
But  until  the  Holy  One.  blessed  be 
He,  makes  an  official  .statement  of 
voting  preference,  why  speak  on 
His  behalf? 

Until  the  Torah  yields  the 
secret  of  electoral  bliss,  why 


pretend  it  does? 

And  until  the  messiah  appears  on 
a  donkey  bearing  the  insignia  of  one 
party  or  another,  why  should  we 
preempt  the  great  day? 

Undoubtedly,  the  politics  of 
divine  endorsement  are  effective. 
Those  who  make  use  of  these  tac¬ 
tics  do  well  at  the  polls,  which  they 
interpret,  no  doubt,  as  ultimate 
proof  of  the  rightness  of  their  cause. 
The  major  victim  of  this  kind  of 
behavior  is  the  tradition  whose 
name  is  invoked  by  the  perpetrators. 

The  call  to  remove  religion  from 
political  discourse  is  disingenuous 
and  impossible  by  definition.  L  for 
one.  do  not  seek  to  remove  religion 
from  politics,  but  rather  to  find  a 
worthy  place  for  it,  far  away  from 
partisan  horse-trading. 

I.  for  one.  need  Judaism  this  week 
to  help  me  confront  the  horror  of  a 
mother  and  six  of  her  children 


killed  inadvertently  in  Lebanon, 
and  the  tenor  of  houses  destroyed 
and  lives  threatened  deliberately  in 
Upper  Galilee.  1  need  Judaism  to 
help  consider  the  difference 
between  real  national  unity  and  its 
corrupted  expressions. 

All  the  indications  are  that  those 
who  promise  everything  in  the 
name  of  Judaism  will  do  better  in 
the  coming  months  than  those  who 
respect  Judaism  too  much  to  trans¬ 
form  it  into  a  gimmick.  So  rather 
than  trying  to  beat  my  opponents.  I 
will  join  them  in  assuring  you  that 
anyone  who  votes  in  the  upcoming 
elections  through  conviction  rather 
than  inquisition  will  live  long,  win 
the  lottery,  avoid  all  dental  troubles, 
and  represent  Israel  in  the 
Eurovision  Song  Contest 

I  may  be  wrong,  but  we’ l  only 
know  that  after  the  elections,  so 
what  do  I  care? 


Netanyahu’s  bleak  record 


Touring  t 
I  Jpaign, 
JL^wasan 


kuring  the  1996  election  cam- 
Binyamm  Netanyahu 
'  was  an  outsider  and  leader  of 
(he  opposition,  challenging  Shimon 
Peres  and  the  Labor  Party,  and  high¬ 
lighting  their  failures.  The  elections 
took  place  in  the  shadow  of  murder¬ 
ous  Palestinian  suicide  bombings 
that  exposed  the  failure  of  the  Oslo 
process,  after  another  round  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  Lebanon,  and  amid  deep 
fissures  within  Israeli  society. 

This  time,  Netanyahu  is  the  mcum- 
bent  with  a  record  to  defend,  and  the 
long  list  of  potential  challengers  is 
evidence  that  in  30  months,  his  gov- 
Vjnnnent  accomplished  very  fittie. 

T  Given  the  very  narrow  margin  of 
'victory  in  1996.  it  was  vital  that 
Netanyahu  broaden  his  support,  par¬ 
ticularly  among  the  centrist  “swing 
voters”  who  have  determined  the 
outcome  of  every  election  over  the 
past  15  years.  His  failures  in  this 
regard  are  likely  to  lead  to  tris  defeat 
in  the  forthcoming  elections.  - 
Even  with  the  bat  public  relations 
team  money  can  buy,  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  for  Netanyahu  to  show  many 
successes  in  foreign  and  defense 
policy,  or  in  social  policy. 

His  victory  in  1996  was  based  on 
the  promise  of  pragmatism,  giving 
equal  weight  to  “peace  and  securi¬ 
ty”  (in  contrast  to  the  overly  idealis¬ 
tic  approach  of  the  Rabin/Peres  gov- 


emments).  The  Oslo  agreements 
would  be  honored,  but  in  a  context 
of  reciprocity  and  an  end  to  tenor. 

The  level  of  Palestinian  violence 
has  declined,  but  terrorism  contin¬ 
ues,  and  the  ideological  and  phys¬ 
ical  foundations  have  not  been  dis¬ 
mantled. 

Over  the  past  two-and-arhalf  years, 
Netanyahu  has  tailed  to  present  a 
consistent  policy  with  respect  to  die 
Palestinians.  While  condemning  the 
weaknesses  of  the  Oslo  framework, 
the  meetings  with  Yasser  Arafat  and 
the  military  withdrawals  have  contin¬ 
ued,  albert  at  a  slower  pace. 

Although  Netanyahu  has  not  reject- 
ed  die  ftxmal  goal  of  a  permanent- 
status  agreement,  as  specified  in  (be 
1993  Declaration  of  Pnjorijples,  he  has 
not  established  Israeli  objectives  or 
ted  hoes  in  this  process.  At  the  same 
lime,  Ins  government  has  also  failed 
to  present  alternatives,  such  as  con¬ 
federation  or  umlalexal  options  for 
coexistence  with  minimal  violence. 

In  this  vacuum,  the  process  initiat¬ 
ed  in  Oslo  continues. 

Netanyahu's  one  proven  talent  is 
in  public  relations,  but  during  his 
tenure  as  prime  minister,  the  image 
of  Israel  abroad  has  declined  steadi¬ 
ly.  The  Palestinians  have  taken 
advantage  of  this,  creating  a  founda¬ 
tion  of  international  support  for  the 
unilateral  declaration  of  their  state. 


GERALD  M.  STEINBERG 

OUTSIDE  Israel's  borders,  the 
expectations  for  progress  were  min¬ 
imal,  given  the  Egyptian  policy  of 
“cold  peace."  However,  Netanyahu 
bad  a  Jordanian  option,  and  a  series 
of  highly  publicized  visits  to  Jordan 
during  the  election  campaign  helped 


Many  Israelis  who 
supported  him  last 
time  will  conclude 
that  he  has  failed 


to  create  an  image  (if  not  the  sub¬ 
stance)  of  pragmatism. 

Yet,  his  lack  of  subtlety,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  Hashemite  leaders,  and 
incidents  such  as  the  failed  assassi¬ 
nation  attempt  against  Hamas  leader 
Khaled  Mashaal  in  Amman,  led  the 
Jordanians  to  despair,  to  the  point  of 
preferring  Ariel  Sharon. 

The  immediate  cost  of  inaction 
and  the  triumph  of  rhetoric  over 
substance  can  be  seen  in  the  contin¬ 
uing  tragedy  in  Lebanon.  Although 
the  government  announced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  initiatives  to  alter  the  stale¬ 
mate  and  the  war  of  attrition,  noth¬ 


ing  has  changed,  either  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  or  military  arenas. 

This  week's"  violence  serves  to 
highlight  the  absence  of  real  policies 
in  this  area  as  well. 

Beyond  the  regional  issues,  the 
policies  of  the  Netanyahu  govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  its  confrontation¬ 
al  style,  have  alienated  the  US, 
including  much  of  the  American 
Jewish  community. 

The  negative  image  of  Israel  in  die 
media,  the  lack  of  consistency  and 
goals,  and  the  controversies  over 
issues  such  as  religious  status  have 
all  undermined  the  vital  links 
between  Israel  and  (he  American 
Jewish  community.  If  not  reversed, 
the  long-term  costs  of  these  tensions 
in  terms  of  our  strategic  situation 
will  be  very  high. 

Indeed,  for  Israelis,  Netanyahu’s 
personal  style,  the  confrontations, 
and  most  importantly,  his  inability 
to  forge  a  team  to  deal  with  the 
critical  problems  are  his  most  glar¬ 
ing  weaknesses.  Netanyahu's 
allies  are  few  in  number,  and  even 
smaller  in  stature.  (The  more  com¬ 
petent  appointees,  such  as  former 
finance  minister  Yaakov  Neeman, 
did  not  last  long.) 

Once  in  office,  to  be  successful,  a 
political  leader  must  do  more  than 
criticize  his  predecessors  and  con¬ 
spire  against  his  (or  her)  enemies.  A 


Yossi  Sand,  hypocrite 


One  of  the  many  charming 
aspects  of  life  in  Israel  that 
never  ceases  to  amaze  is  the 
alacrity  with  which  the  self-styled 
def raiders  of  civil  liberties  move  to 
suppress  speakers  of  whom  they  do 
not  approve.  Typical  was  the  reac¬ 
tion  to  a  recent  column  by  Yisrael 
Heftier  charging  that  many  of  the 
stereotypes  used  by  the  Nazis 
against  Jews  have  been  translated 
into  Hebrew  and  employed  to  dele- 
gitimize  the  haredi  pubhe. 

"Yossi  Sand  and  Anat  Maor  of 
W  Meretz  immediately  demanded  that 
*  the  attorney-general  prosecute  him 

for  his  words.  MK  Ophir  Pmes-Paz 
(Labor)  filed  a  police  complaint 
against  Ektitier  and  urged  That  he  be 
-barred  from  journalism  and  the 
media.  Even  with  the  move  into 
.  yuppiedom,  the  Israeli  Left  seems 
unable  to  shake  its  Bolshevik  roots. 
For  them,  all  is  permitted;  for  their 
opponents  nothing. 

“Edder  is  not  a  Jew.  No  Jew  in. 
the  warid  would  tar  a  fellow  Jew. 
with  the  label  of  Nazi,"  Sarid 
..  solemnly  assured  us. 

Beany;  Yossi? 

When  David  Ben-Gurion  wrote 
to  '.Haim  Guri  in  1963, 

.  “IMenachemJ  Begin  is  clearly  a 
v  Hitler  type,  [who  would]  rule  as 
Hitler nded  Germany”  did  be  cease 
toteaTew?...- 

Wheti  Prof.  Yeshayahu 
Leibowxtz  labelled  Israeli  sol¬ 
diers  in  the  territories  “Judeo- 
Nastia,”  did  Yossi  Sarid  howl  with 
aiigmsh? .  Did  he.  lead  those 
JHUtestigg  the  subsequent  award 


.  of  the  Israel  Prize  to  Leibowitz? 

When  Haim  Cohn,  former  justice 
of  the  High  Court,  commented  at 
an  international  legal  conference 
that  “the  Nazis'  Nuremberg  racial 
principles  have  become  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Israel,"  did  Sarid 
scream  for  his  scalp? 

When  Maj.-Gen-  (res.)  Shlomo 
Gazit  said  in  a  public  speech  that 
the  knitted  kippot  on  the  heads  of 
IDF  soldiers  remind  him  of  the 
swastika  wore  by  Nazi  soldiers,  did 
Sarid  protest  or  call  for  his  prose¬ 
cution? 

When.  Meretz  founder  Shulantit 
Aloni  described  the  haredi  popula¬ 
tion  as  41suck{iiig]  from  the  same 
sinister  passions  which  nurtured 
the  Nazis,"  did  Sarid  demand  that 
she  resign  from  the  party?  . 

Could  it  be  that  what  enraged 
Sarid  about  Eichter’s  remarks  was 
not  so  much  the  metaphors  he 
chose  as  his  long  peyot  and  die  use. 
of  those  metaphors  to  defend  a 
populace  that  Sarid  despises? 

And  if  the  great  champion  of 
“free  speech"  and  “artistic  expres¬ 
sion™  is  so  selective  about  which 
speech  and  speakers  should  be 
protected,  has  he  not  provided  one 
more  example  of  a  process  of 
ddegitnmzation  of  haredim  in  this 
country,  not  unlike  that  waged 
against  Jews  in  Germany  from 
1933  on? 

Interviewed  by  Yediot  Aharonot 
after  Eichkx’s  accusations,  Moshe 
Zimmerman,  professor  of  German 
history  at  the  Hebrew  University, 
admitted -that  Eichler’s  charges 
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were  not  unfounded  and  that 
“many  of  the  images  of  haredim 
found  in  the  secular  press  are 
drawn  from  classical  antisemitic 
sources,  including  the  Nazis.” 

Fantasies  of  violence  against 
haredim  abound.  Not  just  anony¬ 
mous  wall  postern  in  Kfar  Sava  pro¬ 
claiming,  “Exterminate  the  haredim 

The  great  champion 
of  *free  speech’  and 
’artistic  expression’ 

Is  rather  selective 
about  which  speech 
and  speakers  should 
be  protected 


at  birth,”  in  response  to  the  opening 
of  a  religious  kindergarten,  but  arti¬ 
cles  by  leading  journalists  and  acad¬ 
emics  in  the  mainstream  media. 

“We  have  to  storm  Mea 
She’arim  wife  machine  guns  and 
mow  them  down,”  recommends 
left-wing  darling  Uri  Avneri.  *T 
would  take  all  those  weird  people 
from  Shas,  Aguda,  and  Degel 
Hatorah  and  fie  all  their  beards 
together  and  light  a  match,”  says 
Popolinka's  Amnon  Danker. 

Yonatan  Gefen  announces  his 
willingness  to  cast  the  first  stone  in 
the  intifada  against  haredim,  and 


Prof.  Uzi  Amon  tells  a  Kol  Ha'ir 
interviewer,  “Haredim  should  be 
suspended  on  an  electricity  pole.” 

YOSSI  SARID  regularly  hurls 
the  term  “inciter"  like  a  thunder¬ 
bolt  at  bis  enemies,  lectures  us 
that  words  kill,  and  accuses  the 
entire  Right  of  complicity  in  the 
murder  of  Yitzhak  Rabin.  Surely, 
then,  he  forcefully  decried  these 
examples  of  respected  public  fig¬ 
ures  savoring  the  thought  of 
waging  war  on  haredim. 
Perhaps,  but  we  must  not  have 
heard  the  news  that  day. 

Haredim  are  dehumanized  every 
day,  portrayed  as  an  undifferentiat¬ 
ed  mass  of  black.  In  Josef 
Goebbeis’  propaganda  films 
images  of  hasitfim  dissolved  into 
images  of  running  rats,  and  today, 
in  Israel,  haredim  are  once  again 
portrayed  as  subhuman  beasts, 
breeding  like  insects.  They  are 
“black  ants,”  “humming  locusts,” 
“crass  baboons,”  “backward  bar¬ 
barians,”  “forces  of  darkness.” 

Once  Jews  were  accused  of 
killing  Christian  children  and 
drinking  their  blood  And  today 
“bloodsucker"  is  a  favored  term  for 
haredim.  In  place  of  body-snatch¬ 
ers,  Ha'aretz's  Yoel  Marcus  accus¬ 
es  them  of  being  “so  uJ-snatchers'’ 
and  Gideon  Samet  calls  the  ba'al 
teslunn  movement  the  “most  dis¬ 
gusting  phenomenon  of  our  time.” 

~  Hitler,  in  1943,  explained  to 
Hungarian  head  of  state  A  dm. 
Miklos  Hardiy  that  the  Jews  had  to 
be  destroyed  because  they  are  tike 


prime  minister  is  expected  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  clear  vision  and  direction, 
and  to  pursue  these  goals  consis¬ 
tently,  even  if  tins  means  saying  no 
to  some  supporters. 

If  Netanyahu  had  challenged  his 
critics  on  the  Right,  explaining  why 
it  was  necessary  to  agree  to  further 
territorial  withdrawals,  and  to  delay 
construction  in  places  such  as  Har 
Homa,  to  avoid  a  clash  with  the 
US,  be  might  have  earned  their 
respect  Ironically,  when  the  Land 
of  Israel  Front  realized  that 
Netanyahu  was  its  best  option, 
despite  their  disagreements,  it  was 
too  late  to  reverse  the  momentum. 

Netanyahu  would  also  have  suf¬ 
fered  some  short-term  losses  if  he 
had  faced  down  his  haredi  and  reli¬ 
gious  supporters  over  the  conversion 
bill  and  related  topics,  bat  he  would 
have  emerged  with  increased 
respect  among  many  other  groups. 

In  his  reelection  campaign, 
Netanyahu  can  be  expected  to  repeat 
the  slogans  that  succeeded  in  1996, 
inducting  the  attacks  on  the  secular 
Labor-Left  establishment  and  on  the 
failures  of  the  Oslo  process. 

This  time,  however,  such  slogans 
will  not  be  sufficient  Netanyahu  has 
had  almost  three  years  to  develop 
alternatives,  and  many  Israelis  who 
supported  him  last  time  mil  con¬ 
clude  that  he  has  failed. 


viruses  that  spread  contagious  dis¬ 
eases  and  destroy  the  body's 
immunological  system.  And  Kol 
Ha’ir  solemnly  interviews  an 
“expen  on  contagious  diseases"  to 
explain  how  haredim  spread  and 
threaten  all  around  them.  “Parasite” 
has  become  used  so  frequently  in 
connection  with  haredim  that  the 
two  terms  have  become  virtually 
synonymous. 

Some  have  even  found  in  the 
haredim  retrospective  understand¬ 
ing  for  the  Nazis.  “When  I  see  the 
haredim  surrounded  by  their  large 
families,  I  understand  the  Nazis,” 
wrote  sculptor  Yigal  Tumarkin  -  a 
statement  that  did  not  prevent  him 
from  being  honored  by  Yad 
Vashem.  Ami  Tommy  Lapid  sees 
the  haredim  as  having  usurped  the 
traditional  Jewish  role  of  “taking 
advantage  of  the  gentile,  trading  in 
his  blood,  and  laughing  at  htm” 
only  this  time  with  the  secular  pub¬ 
lic  in  the  role  of  the  gentile. 

One  wonders  whether  he  also 
sees  the  secular  public  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  gentile  rote  of  “avenger”  of 
these  outrages. 

If  Sarid  and  company  had  not 
been  so  eager  to  seize  upon 
Eichler’s  column  as  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  score  more  points  against  a 
prominent  haredi  spokesman, 
they  might  have  seen  it  for  what  it 
was  -  a  desperate  plea  to  take 
note  of  the  direction  we  are  head¬ 
ed  and  how  far  we  have  already 
gone.  But  that  would  have 
required  taking  a  long  look  in 
some  north  Tel  Aviv  mirrors. 
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dmiring  Bill  Clinton’s 
embrace  of  Ebud  Barak, 
,ig  Hd’orcK’s  most 
recent  Netanyahu  eulogy,  or  gulping 
pollster  Mina  Tzemah’s  latest  study 
of  flower  collectors’  political  lean¬ 
ings  can  at!  be  interesting,  telling  and 
even  mind-boggling,  but  in  terms  of 
detecting  Bibi’s  electoral  prospect s 
they  are  useless. 

Last  Saturday,  when  the  rest  of  the 
official,  unofficial,  trad  semi-official 
prime  ministerial  candidates  were  at 
the  drawing  boards  searching  for 
election  strategies,  tactics,  and  part¬ 
ners,  Bibi  lost  no  time  and  went  to 

Jerusalem's  Teddy  Stadium. 

As  he  lit  the  seventh  Hanukka  can¬ 
dle  at  half  time  —  characteristically 

ranging  a  delay  in  the  second  half’s 
start  -  the  hero  of  the  Bar-On  affair, 
Levy  scandal,  Mashaal  debacle,  Wye 
sellout,  an<i  the  Likud's  dismember¬ 
ment  got  a  deafening  ovation  from 
15,000  sweating  Betar  fans.  Judging 
by  the  Betar  Index,  Bibi  is  clearly 
alive,  well,  and  kicking. 

Four  days  laier,  Bibi  showed  up  in 
shrapnel-poked,  working-class 
Kiryat  Shmona,  where,  back  in  *96, 
then  premier  Shimon  Peres,  under 
very  similar  circumstances,  avoided 
going  into  the  streets. 

Bui  Bibi  is  no  Peres:  for  him,  any 
combination  of  ballots  and  bullets  is 
a  win-win  situation,  by  the  very 
same  token  that  for  anyone  left  of  the 
Likud  it  is  a  hopeless  non-starter. 
Never  mind,  then,  that  Bibi’s  record 
on  Lebanon  is  identical  to  his  prede¬ 
cessors’;  foe  locals  greeted  him  with 
a  kind  of  detericrusness  ordinarily 
saved  for  Rabbi  Yitzhak  Kadourie 
and  the  messiah. 

What  all  this  means,  then,  is  three 
things: 

•  Bibi's  grassroots  support  makes 
his  political  obits  premature. 

•  While  habitually  angering 
Middle  Israelis  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
he  somehow  wins  the  support  of 
their  low-brow  neighbors. 

•As  the  candidate  pack  coalesces, 
the  struggle  boils  down  to  a  host  of 
socially  aloof  elitists  taking  on  a 
politically  isolated  champion  of  the 
disenfranchised. 

To  be  sure,  what  often  attracts  the 
working  class  to  Bibi  is  an  inferiori¬ 
ty  complex  and  a  fascination  with 
belligerent  rhetoric.  Once  those  are 
addressed,  all  die  rest  is  forgiven. 

Never  mind  that  behind  such 
catchy  slogans  as  “the  Palestinian 
Authority  will  get  as  much  as  it 
gives”  lurks  a  land-for-peace  policy 
hardly  distinguishable  from  Barak’s. 

If  you're  a  Betar  fan,  you  have  no 
problem  with  Bibi  having  tried  to 
place  the  attorney-general's  heavy 
robe  on  the  slim  shoulders  of  a  tinier 
known  pally  back:  Roni  Bar-On,  a 
central  Betar  Jerusalem  macher,  is 
one  of  outs.  The  media  demonized 
him  because  be  isn't  one  of  theirs. 
Just  what  that  attorney-whatever 
tiring  is  actually  about  doesn’t  really 
matter,  if  Bibi  thought  Roni  was 
right  for  it,  he  must  have  known  why. 

If  you're  a  Betar  fan.  you  also  for¬ 
give  Bibi  for  failing  to  decisively 
smack,  disgrace,  and  divorce  a 
pompous  ass  like  David  Levy.  He 
may  have  strayed  a  bit,  but  be  is,  at 
the  end  of  the  day,  one  of  ours. 

If  you're  a  Betar  fan,  you  also  have 
no  problem  with  Bibi  sending 
Mossadniks  to  kill  people  in  Jordan. 
We  all  want  all  terrorists  dead,  and 
all  the  rest  is  commentary. 

If  you’re  a  Betar  fan,  you  certainly 
don’t  mind  the  Wye  deal 
For  erne  thing,  neither  you  nor  your 
friends  live  in  Hebron,  and  the  clos¬ 
est  you  ever  came  to  Jericho’s 
ancient  synagogue  was  when  you 
last  went  gambling  in  Arafat’s  casi¬ 
no.  Besides,  doing  business  with  the 
Arabs  is  OK;  Begin  also  (fid  that. 
The  difference  is  that  Barak,  Shahak, 
Milo,  Meridor,  and  the  rest  of  those 
rich,  well  bom,  sophisticated  dudes 
give  them  land  willingly;  Bibi. 
though  he  ends  up  doing  the  very 


same  thing,  does  it  grudgingly. 

And  if  you’re  a  Betar  fan  reading 
an  t be  headlines  about  the  Likud 
decomposing  under  Bibi's  tutelage, 
you  tell  yourself:  I  don't  get  it,  the 
Likud  is  Bibi  and  me,  and  we're  both 
happy,  particularly  with  each  other. 
Yes,  all  those  journalists,  pundits, 
and  traitors  who  are  dedicated  to 
destroying  us  are  shedding  crocodile 
teats  over  our  passing.  But  I  am  here. 
Bibi  is  here,  Sara  is  here,  this  whole 
damn  stadium  is  here,  and  as  long  as 
we  stick  around,  so  does  the  Likud  - 
tight,  wrong,  good  or  bad. 

WHY  MERIDOR,  Shahak.  Barak, 
and  even  super-hawks  Limor  Livnat. 
Benny  Begin,  or  Uzi  Landau  are 
lumped  together  by  Betar  fans  as 
anti-Christs  is  also  clear  Not  one  of 
them  is  an  emotional-blackmailer, 
and  they  all  challenge  Bibi's  author¬ 
ity,  while  lacking  his  ability  to  con¬ 
ceal  Iris  own  upscale  origins. 

In  fact,  Bibi  grew  up  in  well-to-do 
Rehavia,  where  be  went  to  the  same 
snobby  school  (the  Gymnasia)  as 
Dan  Meridor,  then  went  to  the  same 
elite  IDF  unit  (Sayeret  Matkai)  as 
Shahak  and  Barak,  and  then  studied 
at  the  same  MIT  where  Uzi  Landau 
became  an  engineer. 

Apparently,  Bibi  is  shrewdly  fol¬ 
lowing  a  pattern  set  in  the  1950s  by 
Argentina's  Juan  Peron.  That  pop¬ 
ulist  whose  role  was  also  checkered 
with  court  scandals,  a  controversial 
wife  and  clashes  with  the  elite, 
including  the  veteran  military  brass, 
sought  to  dialogue  directly  with  a 
rapidly  expanding  urban  working 
class  -  also  in  soccer  stadiums  - 
while  sidelining  the  traditional  elites. 

Surely,  if  the  powerful,  affluent, 
and  educated  are  bad  guys,  pinching 
them  might  not  be  wrong  to  do  for  a 
while.  Tie  problems  begin  when  the 
elites’  only  sin  is  their  success  and 
the  working  classes'  only  virtue  is 
their  disproportionate  shore  of  die 
losers’  population.  Making  the  lower 
classes  a  centerpiece  of  a  political 
strategy  can  lead  to  electoral  victory, 
bat  ultimately  it  tends  to  generate 
populism  of  the  worst  son. 

In  Peron ’s  case,  his  astronomic 
public-sector  pay  hikes  resulted  in 
legendary  deficits  and  runaway  infla¬ 
tion  that  nearly  destroyed  an  essen¬ 
tially  rich  country’s  economy,  and 
culminated  in  his  successors'  derelict 
invasion  of  British  territory. 

In  the  Likud's  case,  this  sce¬ 
nario  has  already  taken  place 
once,  when  Menachem  Begin 
backed  supply-side  economics 
while  storming  Lebanon. 

Netanyahu,  in  his  first  two  years  in 
office,  shunned  this  kind  of  pop¬ 
ulism,  keeping  the  budget  trimmed, 
the  shekel  solid,  and  the  peace 
process  running,  albeit  in  first  gear. 

Now,  however,  there  are  alarming 
signs  of  retreat  from  that  economi¬ 
cally  conservative  inclination.  Bibi's 
declared  desire  to  raise  next  year’s 
inflation  target  and  his  talk  this  week 
of  launching  a  “partial”  tax  reform 
are  such  beginning. 

A  higher  inflation  target  means 
more  public  spending,  which  in  turn 
is  likely  to  translate  into  so-called 
election  bribery.  A  partial  tax  reform 
means  cutting  wage-earners’  taxes, 
but  failing  to  abolish  a  host  of  tax 
exemptions  elsewhere  in  the  econo¬ 
my,  so  as  to  avoid  clashing  with 
assorted  pressure  groups.  Sounds 
ideal,  but  someone  is  going  to  have 
to  foot  the  bill  eventually,  and  that 
will  obviously  be  you  and  me,  the 
morning  after  election  day. 

Unless  of  course  a  reelected  Bibi 
chooses  not  only  to  expand  the  bud¬ 
get,  but  also  to  deepen  the  deficit 
Fortunately,  such  a  Peronist  horror 
show  is  -  for  now  -  a  remote  possi¬ 
bility.  And  yet  combining  the  Betar 
Index  with  the  effective  dismissal  of 
a  conservative  finance  minister  like 
Yaakov  Neeman  leaves  us  a  lot  clos¬ 
er  to  Peron 's  legacy  today  than  we 
were  last  week. 
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November  indicators  index  up  0.2% 

The  Bank  of  Israel's  migrated  index  of  economic  indicators 
rose  0.2  percent  in  November,  following  an  updated  0.2% 
increase  in  October,  the  central  bank  said  yesterday.  The  index 
showed  a  0.9%  fall  in  retail  chain  store  sales,  compared  to  a 
2.1%  rise  in  October,  while  the  imports  index  also  fell  0.4%, 
after  a  1 5%  increase  a  month  earlier.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
industrial  production  component  rose  1.4%  in  October,  follow¬ 
ing  a  0.5%  reduction  in  September.  This  part  of  the  index  is 
always  published  one  month  later  than  the  other  elements. 

David  Zev  Harris 

Super-Sol  to  buy  back  shares 

Retail  chain  Super-Sol  yesterday  said  it  intends  to  buy  up  to 
5%  of  its  outstanding  shares  traded  on  the  Tel  Aviv  Stock 
Exchange  through  a  wholly-owned  subsidiary.  The  chain  said 
that  such  purchases  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  at  the  com¬ 
pany's  discretion,  taking  into  consideration  price  and  market 
conditions. 

The  announcement  is  the  latest  in  series  of  similar  declara¬ 
tions  made  by  local  companies,  which  consider  current  stock 
prices  very  attractive.  Super-Sol’s  shares  lost  more  than  20  per¬ 
cent  since  August  as  the  economic  slowdown  affected  the 
chain's  profitability.  Dan  Gersienfeld 

Frenkel:  Now  is  not  the  time  to  alter  targets 

The  best  way  to  reduce  unemployment  is  by  working  to 
increase  economic  growth,  Bank  of  Israel  Governor  Jacob 
Frenkel  said  yesterday. 

Speaking  at  a  Histadrut  conference,  be  said  that  lo  achieve 
these  aims,  there  must  be  a  sense  of  stability  in  the  economy, 
which  means  “this  is  not  the  time  to  change  targets.”  Frenkel 
said  he  was  referring  to  the  government  budget  deficit  and  infla¬ 
tion  targets  for  1999.  David  Zev  Harris 

Jordan  weavers  protest  Syrian  competition 

Jordanian  weavers  have  written  to  the  government  to  complain 
about  the  competition  they  are  facing  from  Syrian  and  Southeast 
Asian  goods,  an  official  sad  yesterday. 

In  a  protest  letter  to  the  Industry  Ministry,  the  General 
Association  of  Owners  of  Weaving  Industries  requested  govern¬ 
ment  help  in  rectifying  trade  imbalances. 

The  association  said  Syrian  products  pose  major  competition 
to  the  kingdom's  1 .000  weaving  industries,  which  have  a  total 
capital  of  over  100  million  Jordanian  dinars  and  employ  more 
than  30,000  workers,  the  letter  said.  AP 

buzu  to  cut  4,000  jobs 

Japanese  carmaker  Isuzu  Motors  Ltd.  announced  yesterday  it 
wifi  slash  4,000 jobs  and  reduce  interest-bearing  debt  as  part  of 
a  restructuring  drive  to  shore  up  profitability. 

Isuzu,  an  affiliate  of  US-based  General  Motors  Corp.,  said 
the  plan  will  help  it  achieve  its  goal  of  7 10  billion  yen  in 
domestic  auto  sales  and  a  pretax  profit  of  10  billion  yen  in  fis¬ 
cal  2000.  AP 


Likud,  Labor  mull  separate 
passage  of  defense  budget 


By  DAW)  ZEV  HARMS 

Coalition  and  opposition  MKs  are  explor¬ 
ing  a  separation  of  the  defense  budget  from 
the  remainder  of  the  1999.state  budget,  so  as 
to  ensure  defense  spending  is  not  restricted 
-  even  if  the  rest  of  the  budget  is  not 
approved  -  whole  the  government  functions 
as  an  interim  cabinet. 

“We  think  this  is  a  good  idea,”  Avraham 
Shohat  (Labor)  said,  following  a  meeting  of 
the  committee. 

The  MKs  spoke  as  Chief  of  General  Staff 
Lu-Gen.  Shaul  Mofaz  and  Defense  Ministry 
Director-General  Dan  Biran  presented  the 
defense  budget  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Russia 
passes 
budget 

By  NATALIA  01YHEC 

Moscow  (Bloomberg) 

Russia's  parliament  approved  in 
the  first  of  four  votes  the  1999 
state  budget,  which  slashes 
spending  while  lowering  taxes, 
after  the  government  offered  last- 
minute  concessions  to  governors 
of  the  country's  regions. 

The  parliament  approved  the 
budget  by  303  votes  to  65  with  9 
abstentions  after  the  government 
agreed  to  divide  tax  revenues 
evenly  between  federal  and 
regional  coffers.  The  parliament 
will  decide  on  specific  division  of 
taxes  when  it  debates  the  budget 
in  the  second  reading  in  January. 

“Not  one  task  can  be  solved 
without  the  unison  of  efforts  of 
everyone  working  on  the  federal 
and  regional  levels”  said  Prime 
Minister  Yevgeny  Primakov. 
“Revenues  will  be  divided  fifty- 
fifty.  There  can  be  no  backtrack¬ 
ing  on  that  issue  " 


Shohat  said  there  is  no  problem  for  the 
opposition  to  back  the  coalition  on  this  issue 
for  a  variety  of  reasons; 

•  The  defense  budget  is  entirely  non-polit¬ 
ical  and  can  therefore  receive  cross-Knesset 
support. 

•  If  its  budget  is  not  approved,  the  ministry 
will  only  receive  its  1998  allocation,  split 
into  equal  monthly  payments.  That  places 
any  debt  repayments,  including  those  for 
arms  procurement,  at  risk. 

•  The  1999  defense  budget  was  to  bave 
included  several  changes  on  its  1998  com¬ 
position.  If  it  is  not  approved,  these  alter¬ 
ations  cannot  be  implemented. 

The  defense  budget,  which  is  set  to  rise 


NIS  2  billion  from  its  present  NIS  34b., 
passed  its  first  reading  in  the  Knesset  and  is 
making  its  way  through  the  committee 
stage. 

However,  the  key  budgetary  arrangements 
bill,  which  details  the  budget,  has  so  for 
foiled  to  rear*  the  first  reading  stage.  On 
several  occasions  the  government  has 
attempted  to  introduce  tire  biD  —  but  given 
the  ongoing  political  chaos  has,  felt  foe  leg¬ 
islation  would  be  defeated. 

Yesterday,  however,  coalition  MKs  on  foe 
Finance  Committee  were  speaking  far  more 
positively  about  the  budget  and  arrange¬ 
ments  bifis. 

Committee  Chairman  Avraham  Ravilz 


(United  Tocah  Judaism)  and 
(National  Religions  Party)  have  spent  the 
last  48  hours  attempting  to  gam  support  for 

Yemenis  bill  will  be  .ntrodoc*!  oo 

Monday-  “Having  spoken  10  .f 
MKs,  1 1 reckon  the  coalition  will  succeed  in 
passing  foe  bill.**  he  said.  .  • 

til  normal  circumstances,  both  bills  have 
their  second  and  third  readings  on 
December  31.  If  this  does  not  happen,  then 
the  country  has  to  operate  on  the  basts  df  foe 
1998  budget,  with  a  variety  of  restrictions 
that  foe  Treasury’s  budget  department  main¬ 
tains  will  strangle  the  economy.  ~  " 


For  a  better  year 

Tokyo  department  store  employees  yesterday  pack  up  fnkn  bakuro,’  or  ‘lucky  bags,*  featuring  the  illustration  of  a  rabbit,  the 
animat  of  the  coming  Year  of  the  Hare  in  the  Chinese  zodiac,  for  the  store's  first  sales  in  1999.  Amid  the  worst  recession  in  at 
least  five  decades,  retailers  throughout  Japan  are  hoping  these  grab  bags  will  jump  start  their  sales  in  the  new  year.  (AP) 


Bank Hapoalim report: 

Weaker  shekel  to  have  mixed  impact  on  4th-qtnieaniings 


By  PAH  OEBSTEHFEID 

The  shekel's  depreciation  last 
October  will  have  mixed  impact  on 
forth-quarter  earnings  reports, 
according  to  a  report  published  by 
Bank  Hapoalim. 

The  depreciation  will  bave  a  pos¬ 
itive  affect  on  sales  of  export-ori¬ 
ented  companies,  as  they  receive 
more  money  when  converting  for¬ 
eign  currency  into  shekels  and  as 
they  become  more  competitive. 

Local  manufacturers  that  com¬ 
pete  in  the  domestic  market  with 
imported  goods  also  stand  to  gain 
from  foe  rise  in  price  of  imported 
products.  At  the  same  time, 
importers  are  expected  to  present 
lower  profitability. 

The  bank  economists  note,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  affects  of  currency 
fluctuations  are  usually  limited  to 
the  short  term  and  in  foe  long  run 


results  reflect  the  business  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  foe  firm  operates 
and  the  management  skills  of  the 
company's  executives. 

The  companies  that  will  be  most 
affected  by  foe  decline  of  foe 
shekel  are  those  who  borrowed 
money  in  foreign  currency.  These 
companies  will  present  a  sharp 
increase  in  financing  costs  umess 
they  have  also  a  foreign  source  of 
income  which  may  compensate  for 
the  rise  in  borrowing  costs. 

According  to  the  report,  foe  sec¬ 


tor  which  is  expected  to  suffer 
from  high  exposure  to  foreign  cur¬ 
rency-fin ked  loans  is  the  bousing 
industry.  The  report  notes  that 
although  housing  prices  are  dollar- 
denorainated.  the  rise  in  prices  did 
not  reflect  foe  whole  depreciation- 
The  report  also  notes  thar  at  foe 
end  of  1997  total  credit  given  to 
property  companies  by  foe  five 
largest  banks  amounted  m  some 
NIS  55  billion,  of  which  some 
30%  were  in  foreign  currency.  The 
amount  further  increased  in  foe 


first  half  of  1998  as  many  contrac¬ 
tors  expected  the  shekel  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen.  At  the  same  time, 
sales  rose  sharply  as  buyers  rushed 
to  buy  new  apartments  on  fears 
that  foe  shekel’s  fell  would  eventu¬ 
ally  be  translated  into  a  higher 
prices. 

rood  retail  chains  are  also 
expected  to  suffer  from  foe  depre¬ 
ciation  <n  the  short  term  as  a  rise  in 
foe  price  of  imported  products  will 
lead  to  lower  sales.  Hapoalim  pre¬ 
dicts,  however,  that  consumers  will 


get  used  to  higher  prices  and  will 
increase  their  buying  as  soon  as  foe 
first  quarter  of  1999. 

Chemical  manufacturers  such  as 
Makhteshim-Agan  Industries  and 
Israel  Chemicals  stand  to  benefit  in 
the  long  run  from  foe  depreciation. 
Textile  and  electronics  companies 
which  export  most  of  their  prod¬ 
ucts  are  also  expected  to  show 
higher  profitability,  while  metal 
and  paper  manufacturers  are 
expected  to  report  a  decrease  in 
earnings. 


The  skill  that’s  changing  the  face  of  investing  1 
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Treasury:  Too  many  ministries 
dealing  with  foreign  workers 


ByDAVB)  ZEV  HARMS 

With  five  ministries  dealing  with 
the  issue  of  foreign  workers,  mini¬ 
mal  progress  is  being  made  in 
reducing  their  number.  Treasury 
State  Revenues  Administration 
head  Tsipi  Galyam  said  yesterday. 

“Despite,  or  maybe  because,  five 
government  ministries  are  presently 
dealing  with  this  issue,  it  seems  that 
little  progress  is  being  made,” 
Galyam  told  a  Tel  Aviv  conference 
on  unemplqymenL  “Minimal,  but  it 
does  exist” 

Galyam  was  referring  to  foe 
Internal  Security,  Interior;  Justice,  - 
Labor  and  Social  Affairs,  and 
Finance  ministries,  explained  her 
spokesman. 

The  man  charged  with  coordina¬ 
tion  between  all  government  min¬ 
istries  on  foe  subject  yesterday  dis¬ 


missed  Galyam's  claims.  ‘If  foot's 
what  she  said,  she  simply  not  updat¬ 
ed,”  said  Ephraim  Cohen,  of  foe 
Labor  and  Social  Affairs  Ministry. 
“We’ve  got  one  body  that  coordi¬ 
nates  between  all  foe  ministries, 
principally  foe  Internal  Security 
Miniary,  Employment  Service, 
Interior  Ministry  and  Foreign 
Ministry,  the  Justice  Ministry  and 
foe  Labor  Ministry,  with  any  other 
ministries  participating  if  foe  issue 
has  a  bearing  on  their  work.” 

The  most  recent  Central  Bureau 
of  Statistics  data  pointed  to  81,400 
foreign  workers,  whose  employ¬ 
ment  bad  been  reported  to  foe 
National  Insurance  Institute.  This  is 
the  most  accurate  official  estimate 
of  legal  foreign  workers,  with  the 
assumption  that  foe  number  of 
workers  here  without  a  permit  is  at 
least  as  large. 


Cohen  said  the  number  of  illegal 
foreign  workers  has  been  cut  to 
some  90,000  during  foe  last  year, 
with  6,200  having  been  deported. 

“We  want  that  to  increase  to 
1 ,000-2,000  a  month  next  year,*’  be 
said,  adding  that  700  workers  were 
deported  during  November.  The 
number  of  beds  available  in  the 
bolding  enclosures  ahead  of  depor¬ 
tation  has  recently  been  increased 
from  180  to  260,  allowing  for  foe 
speeding  up  of  the  process,  Cohen 
added. 

The  Interior  Ministry  would  not 
discuss  foe  issue,  saying  the  Labor 
Ministry  is  in  overall  charge  and  is 
foe  relevant  body  for  all  questions. 

The  Internal  Security  Ministry, 
meanwhile,  said  that  it  gives  foe 
matter  appropriate  importance 
through  the  operations  of  both  foe 
police  and  Prisons  Service. 


Fed  leaves  rates  unchanged 


NEW  YORK  (Reuters)  -  The 
US  Federal  Reserve's  Open 
Market  Committee  yesterday  kept 
foe  key  federal  funds  rate,  which 
banks  charge  each  other  for 
overnight  loans,  unchanged  at 
4.75  percent.  The  rate  has  been 
cut  three  quarters  of  a  percentage 
point  between  September  29  and 
November  17. 

The  discount  rate,  charged  on 
emergency  loans  to  banks,  stayed 
at  4.50%. 

Phillip  Orlando,  chief  invest¬ 
ment  officer  of  Value  Line's  Asset 
Management  division,  said  the 


central  bank  is  calling  time  out, 
looking  for  clues  on  foe  health  of 
the  economy,  which  was  still 
holding  up  well. 

‘‘It  means  foe  Fed  is  taking  a 
breather  based  on  foe  aggressive 
easing  from  September  through 
November  and  I  would  expect  the 
Fed  would  revisit  their  easing  bias 
next  spring,”  he  said. 

Analysts  reckoned  that  foe 
FOMC  has  done  enough  with 
three  interest  rate  cuts  to  keep  foe 
nation's  7-year-old  economic 
expansion  rolling  despite  the 
global  financial  markets  turmoil. 
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^■'saya oh  the  spread! 


Stop  being  frustrated  by  stock  swings  -  learn  how  to  profit  from  buying  and  selling  on  the  same  day!  CommStoek 
Trading/I nvestscape- Israel  are  pleased  to  offer  you  an  outstanding  opportunity  to  take  charge  of  your  portfolio 
with  Standard  &  Poor's  Comstock  Software,  the  most  sophisticated  internet  equity  trading  and  quote  service 
available  today. 

Here's  your  opportunity  to  learn  from  the  hading  experts  in  t*u- fteMl  Attend  a 
fascinating,  five-dan  hivetscape  Payfearfiwg  Seminar  in  the  U.S.  -  with  a  special 
travel  package  offered  only  by  CommStoek-  (Kosher  food  available.] 

! - 


•7,  1993 

WestBloonifleld,  Michigan 

S2500  includes  flight,  accommodations  and  seminar  tuition, 
subject  to  availability 

For  further  information,  please  call  Allen  at  (02)  6244963. 


Curriculum 

SOPS  &  Stock  Market  History,  Components,  Purpose  &  Mechanics 
Role  of  Market  Makers$Rofe  of  ECN's  4  Researching  &  Analyzing 
the  Markets  *  Trading  as  a  Business  ^Fundamental  Analysis  o 
Psychology  of  Day  Trading  ^Software  Applications  o 
Communications  &  Technology*  Order  Entry  &  Hat  Keys  o 
Money  Management  *MACD*Stochastics& Moving  Avtfrrzgrv  O 
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_ 34912S 

....713125 
.  -103963 

- . 71.75 

- 21125 

- 75975 

. — 879375 

- 7.625 

—140913 
— 36925 
—719125 

_ 9295 

—141.75 
— 27.375 

- 67.5 

- 739 

- 1075 

- 8075 


- - 20125 

- 10375 

- 45875 

- - .1® 

- 249675 

- .999375 

- 339625 

- 96975 

- 206675 

- 15 

- 729125 

- 149625 

- 31125 

- 116563 

- 27.1875 

— ....98B875 

- 48 

- 26 

—..'..359125 

- 17.5 

- 159375 

- 42.4375 

- 41.3125 

- 14975 

- 93.0625 

- 121625 

- 911875 

- 308375 

- 15975 

- 81 

- 17.1875 

- 28.1675 

- .70  12S 


Deluxe  Cap _ 

DstroiEdsai _ 

Dial  Cap  Dei _ 

Diahold  he _ 

DtgbdEqiip - 

DNartDapGt  — 

Dtenay  (Vfa#) _ 

Dominion  Res  — 


Dow  Cop 
Dow  Charts*  — 

Dow  Jones _ _ 

Dresser _ 

DSC  Comm - - 

Duke  Power _ 


EGSGCap- 

EastemEitte _ 

Eastman  Kodak. 
ErtonCoip — . 

Ed*i  Inc _ 

Egghead  CDm_ 
Emeraon  Ehc — 
Engahatd  Cop. 
Enron  Cop _ 


Amdnra  .  ifffll?*?  +0 

ausSotera  - - 1095  +0 

DOF  CammicBlane - ,14.75  0.1075 

Bsdm - 12.125  09625 

HrthrasiFmd - - - 12975  +0 

PEC  IsraaS  Economic  Cap  —28.4375  +0 

^0Q‘— - 179  +09125 

arabhc  — — - - 59075  -00025 

SrterSal  Lta  - - —194375  +0195 


Tcfa»  Ud  - -  +OQ025 

SOURCE:  S4P  COI4STOCK(DATS  24-DEC-96) 


LONDON 


Balm  Advanced _ 1715  *1 

Prate*!  m  .<»«;  +g 

PBal— — - 119  +0 

SJEAMuttmada _ _ .  - 

SOURCE  SIP  COMSTOCKPWE  W-tffiC-96) 


aca*- — 

tsoaauxp  . ... 
Exxon  . 

BICCap - 

PPL  Gran - 

PaddeaCap _ 

Federal  Expras _ 

Federal  Mo^J _ 

FsdNtllykga _ 

fiat  Chicago _ 

fttaUnlan - 

FhJt  al  (he  Loom— 

Fra  Union  F«y _ 

HBBtFiniGip _ 

FhetwdEntorp — , 
Ftemhglfiui  Ok  — 
FlajdaProg— 
Rum  Coro  . 

Food  Lion  Inc _ 

Fort  Motet — _ _ 

Fortune  Brands _ 

Foster  Whaetar _ 

FdtitKure  Brands— 


- 27A375 

- 41625 

- 71125 

- 899 

->>■"2175 

- 919125 

- 19925 

- 513125 

- 91975 

- 10975 

- 811875 

- 215625 

- 1125 

- 114375 

- 74925 


OwBaa6SrtL— „ 
Owns  Caning 

PNCRnanaal _ 

PPG  industries  - 

..•Padcarlnc— _ 

,  Paafcwp— - 

•P6d  EAutpn&s - 

•itaGartEJaa  — 

PBI  Coro _ 

talker  Drffing., _ 

Rartar  Hetman _ _ 

taytessShtra _ 

PanneyfJC) - - 

tannsylPwrLl _ 

tanrtmi _ _ - 

Paophta  Enetgy - 

tapstco _ 

tartOn  Elmer  - 

Pfizer _ 

Pharmacia  &Upj—__ 
Phelps  Dodge7__. . . 

PlrtidelBacL _ 

PhapMoms _ 

Ph®ps  Hoc——, 

Phflpstai _ 

Phyoxlnc _ _ 

PioneorHrBrad _ _ 

Phnay  Bowes - 

sa"* — 

PotashCorp _ _ 

taiomacEIPwr _ _ 

Procters  Gamble _ 

Promus  HoW  Ca — 
Pub  Src  Enterpr  — 
Pug  SndPwr _ 

Qtalisr  Oats  - 

Quafcom _ _ 

OuanaxCop _ _ _ 


- 179625 

- J42S 

. . -11623 

- . .42.125 

— — 27.125 

- —5125 

- 35 125 

- 41  1675 

- 19  0505 

- —  21 

- 14975 

..—.—97 

-...514375 
...  -SS6375. 

- :99;. 

r_ j.yr& 

ZZ^Sm- 

- 24975 

- 30625 

- 31.8125 

- <15 


..  416675 

0125 

—  9695 

•0  0=9= 

-909275 

■ores 

-ffl  3125 

♦0135 

— 4Q.4375 

♦DICE 

—  91375 

+OCwi 

-119975 

-1 

— 54  KS 

- -51.0625 

+fl1c75 

.  41.M75 

0163 

.94  9375 

.025 

—67  5 

+0  :i: 

— 42.C35 

-3 

>.5o87i 

1.; 

-27  4375 

■C'95 

. 54 

+  i 

....-51.75 

-0.0115 

■0-c.z: 

-61.9375 

•3  3!i; 

-— Z5L75 

♦  395 

-  .83  75 

+i.’2‘5 

-31057: 

-U-tari 

99  9375 

-DOT.  5 

- 511675 

- 51  0625 

- 905 


GATXQup _ 

GTE  Cap. _ 

Gennett— — 

Gap  he  Dei _ 

Gencorp _ _ _ 

Gen  Am  Invest  — 

Gai  Dynamics _ 

GenEteewie. _ 

Gen  Mb _ 

Gen  Moure—— 

Gan  Motets  H _ 

Gen  PttaScUl _ 

Gen  Rektsumce  _ 

Got  Signal _ 

Gen  DafaCotran  _ 

Gamine  Pans _ 

Georgia  tac _ 

GemwiyFund  — 


LAST  CHANGE* 


NEW  YORK 


ASA _ 

Abbot)  Labs _ 

AdwneedUcn. 

Aetna  Lie _ 

AffihMPuU. 

Aflac _ 

Ahmanson  (HF)_ 

Air  Prods _ 

AfcratvCiiv  B„„ 
Abanaaft— 
AkxuiAtartun . 

ANed  Signal _ 

Alcoa _ 

Antra _ 

Anaam _ 

Amenta  Hess  _ 

Amar  Bands _ 

AmerStawer  _ 
Amar&prass  — 
AmerGofCop. 

Amar  Gasbag _ , 

AmarHansta  „ 


to*  ton  to- - — 80975 

to*  Caw - — 44.12S 

AtwaotB>. - 3175 

AmarTST.^ - 7X9C5 

AwWaat  Hdg  _ 14975 

Antasch— _ StjK 


Saxo  ADR _ 

GofctenWFH— 
GootkichBFl_ 
Goodiwr  Tim 

Grace  (WSR) _ 

Grak»er{WW)  _ 
GrtAatacto  „ 
Gri  Certata  line . 
Grt  Canaria  Rac. 

HMburUI _ 

Harma  (UA],„ _ 

Haroout _ 

Hariay  Dawbon . 


totaMEnt  — 

Harris  Corp _ 

Hants  Corp  — 

Hartmax _ _ 

Hasbro...  .  . . , 

FfiOiCc— 
Haattt  Cara  PpL. 

Hflda  lining _ 

HakizOifl _ 

Hefe  Technol _ 

Hndi&Pqme.. 

Ftetojira _ 

HereheyRxtas  _ 
HbwtatPadaatf . 

titan  Hotels _ 

tiradifnt _ 


- 129125 

- -9975 

- 439125 


- 58975 

- 31975 

- ,111875 

- 24925 


- 51925 

- 31125 

- 66.0625 

- 679125 

—54.125 


- 100938 

- 77 

- 714375 

- 311675 

- 439375 


- 87  975 

— 869825 
— 33.1875 


- 2&J25 

- 20625 

- 2975 


- 109875 

- 51925 

- 440125 


- 250125 

- 29975 

- 175 

- 579125 

- 129 

- 189625 

- 20025 

- 6495 

■  .57975 
- 20.125 


RJR  Natan _ 

Ralston  Purina. _ 

Rank  Otgnsn  ADR 

RaychomCop _ 

RaythaonA _ 

Raytheon  B _ 

nflKXJR  on - 

R^ubbcNY _ 

RaynoUs  Rayn  A  _ 
Reynold*  Metate 

Rto  Aid  corn- _ 

RodaralMI _ 

Rohm  A  Haas _ _ 

Roues _ _ 


RrtdUt _ 

Ruxsefl  Carp  — - 
Ryder  System _ 

SPS  Technology 

Safeco  Cap _ 

Safety-Khan _ 

SttaufsCba - 

Sara  Lae  Corp _ 

Schstflng  Ptough. 
SctikarbergBr— . 
SdantUAdanta  ._ 

Serippe  - - 

Seagate  Thdi  — 

Seagram ... _ 

Sears  Roebuck ... 


Sequent  Cateafler  _ 

Savice  Coral _ 

Service  Masts _ 

She!  Trans _ 

Sheiwln  WBns _ 

Stands  he _ _ _ 

SjnaAldneh _ 

Sicon  Graphics  _ _ 

Skyina  Cop _ _ 

BtrtdlW.. _ _ _ 

SmKSne  Bchm  A„— 
Soap-Qn-Tooh  — 

Sonal _ _ _ 

SOnocco  Prods _ 

Sony  Corp  ADR _ 

Southdown . 

Southern  Co _ 

StfiMEngTel _ 

SouflwArtrae _ 

fflCShwanBefl _ _ 

Spring  bids _ 


Srantey  Vterts _ 

Stone  Comaowr  — 
Storage  Technol  _. 


- 98.1875 

- 32.4375 

- 7.625 

- 310625 

- 50.1675 

- — 90.®75 

- 14.1875 

- 459 

- 21.125 

- 51.75 

- 46.125 

- 47075 

- 314375 

- 21 875 

- 9  9375 

- 41375 

- 30.6875 

- 90625 

- 16975 

- 25375 


- - - 92.5075 

. . —42.125 

- 12625 

- 35875 

- 1'35 

- 54.3375 

- AS 

- 225625 

- 418125 

- 303125 

- 360125 

- .41.75 

- 25.5 

— ' I"iIiB75 

- - 37.6S75 

- 22 

- 37  875 

- 3  ££25 

— — 1.73 

- —28.3135 

- 12.4375 

- 92.375 

- 24.3115 

- 639 

- 34  5525 

- 27.875 

- 263125 

- -72.4  j'5 

- 539375 

- 

— — -915375 

- 52.675 

- 39.75 

- HOSES 

. . -Ti 

- 27  375 


tala  Computer 


^■1  y rauM  —  i.  t  .... - 0-0 f  5 

Afflifldtotatas - 430375 

Archer  Dsntefe. - 174375 

Annco—  - - —4375 

AntatronqWorki . 

Asarco — - - 15.4375 

Ascend1—  ea 

MhedCtti  1*7 

AkrttitaBdOi  — - 4125 

Atanbc  Energy - 24.1Bra 


Home  Depot _ 

Homeatete  — 

Hanewal _ 

Homtai(Ged)  __ 
Household  W— 

Houston  Inds _ 

Humana. _ — 

BU _ _ 

■new  Corp—  _ 

■nofeTbd _ 

lien 

MComBart . 
Ingarcoltand— 

rand  Steel _ 

Intel  Corp _ — 

Intergrapti  — _ 

fetotata _ _ 

MflFfev&ft _ 

MlUfibota  — 
Mi  Paper— 
Intopiita— _ 

JataaonWi— . 
Johnson  JJ _ 


- 187038 

- 049625 

- 8095 

- 1025 

- 15975 

- 440675 

- 111875 

- 125 

- 55625 

- 60125 

- 44075 

- 240625 

- - 43375 

- 75625 


Sun  Amenta _ _ _ Z  1.4373 

Sunbeam  Corp _ S£25 

Sun  Company - 33.687? 

Sundstrand _ 47.62 

Sun  Ifcmaams _ _ 83312 

SoEhfna  lining - - - C  5 

_ _ _  77  X 

Supatvate  —I - - - 979625 

SytiHrtac - 21.4375 

Sysco  Cap - sg  125 


TJX  Cos  ho _ 

TRW  Inc _ 

"Grit  Products  _ 

Tandy  Cap _ I 

Telecom  Cap _ 

TeWones  da  Mn  __ 

fitaiDaEspana _ 

Temple  Intend 

TenracQ„ _ _ 

fctaHaaflh  _ _ 

Tetadyne _ _ 

ThsoroPrt— 
Texaco  _ 

Toct3lnsmnms _ 

Traas  Uffiees _ _ 

Tratron— _ _ _ 

Thwtai _ _ _ 

Thomas  a  Bans___ 

ThreeCom _ _ 

TflheWam® _ 


- 27,e;5 

- SE912 

- 59«S 

- .409375 

- 5S0525 

_ __43ES 

- 13T9S3 

- 5495 

- 324375 

- 91375 

- 95  8125 

- 1152;. 

- 51912 

- 95075 

- 459125 

- 729125 

— IHaiTa 


N- 


Tracr-Ms.^r _ -  .  wait; 

T*njn.. _ 

- 1825 

“v-coCaia  ... 

- 3SS5S 

7)  1S5 

.... 

Tmsmj-ra.. 

Trtw? . 

_ .£5£25 

Ttf  ;n  Ercrjy 

7"iiA 

_  7.6375 

T,V _ _ 

.  ...  CBS 

UnLCo?  __ 

J&37S 

USTinc.  .... 
USX  Marafan.  _ 

_ 35*63 

USX-US  Steal 

_.  _ 235 

Lftfanra  Dion _ 

UnecmCoTD- 

- 22.4375 

_....  _ 38.625 

Urniauei  Pi.c_.__ 

UmtawrMV _ 

UnwnCan^s _ 

Unian  Cartisfa _ 

6875 

_ 85S62S 

_ BM625 

-  ^35 

Urosys  Carp. ... _ 

U3AID  GiT.jp _ 

UCFiGCop _ 

USKjrsj.. . 

-.  »  .3&68T5 

_. — 51.1B75 

T  T"  31375 

[•Social. _ 

U5Trur- - 

US  . . 

.07.125 

_«.W75 

Urjirt  Tsf.fi _ _ 

_ 106688 

29325 

VFCqtb-  ...  ..  - 47/1375 

VVrtt  PnjmMutc _ 1.03(25 

V»dA(t.<K _ 

..  ..  .J731S 

Vt!:  7, .  _. — 

..  .13.125 

Wi’Jtc-v _ 

v.'jtrre^n _ _ 

..  _ _ 88.623 

-.60.1675 

... 

Vfa4i  C-ii  Lv* . .. 
VV  j'jinr!  Wjtu 
V.'iiiimi.ci  Fw.. 

'.Vise  ttpiw  i.*c 
HV.-'j  ■r*-.i:hr.5C'i_ 

_ 713125 

_ 265 

_  -554.168 

_  44.75 

_ 19373 

I*;?  .  . 

_  -26.6875 

_ 224375 

_  ..  46175 

lA’o  .■'’asnn _ 

_ 6  125 

. . 70.125 

...  .  .  .12 

Van*  FtegN 

.  ..  145 

1  LONDON 

Afed  Zurich _ 

BAT  Ms ...  . 

- .JB83 

..  -342 

0T _ 

...  -.  .9025 

_  ..  123 

Barilos  _ 

1299 

Boob  - - 

— — - £693 

_ 1040 

Brush  Airways _ 

_ 38225 

_  928 

DujflO.  .  - . 

_  ..  ..ms 

_ 2026 

hjrvi’jpjhs)— 

. — .  -Ic'48 

.  ..  .530 

sf  _ 

. . .403 

f.i  v.'.-r  k 

. 909 

— . 

_ 6345 

_  365  75 

7.^  (r-d  - . 

. 3950 

..._ . 667 

. .  2603 

I  PARIS 

. -  ...6* 

S.:-.£Y.-SV . -  ...  ..725 

•.■iNii-.E  ...  . 

PrLs 

_  .  -3585 

. . 476.9 

Fel  - - - £44 

Mm-  FRANKFURT 

[  —  '•’.‘■fr/iZ  •  ... 

_ 154.5 

Lr  . . 

. —352 

- 23 1 

Tel  frt'.v  shares  data 
supplied  by  Pacific 
Mediterranean  Investments, 
Tel.  09-958-5873.  All  other 
data  supplied  by 
Commstock  Trading  Ltd., 
Tel.  02-624-4963.  Due  to 
technical  failures  data  may 
be  inaccurate.  The 
Jerusalem  Post  will  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  any 
transaction  made  on  the 
basis  of  these  data. 

Readers  who  wish  to  report 
missing  or  misquoted  data 
should  do  so  on  postcards 
only,  addressed  to 
Jerusalem  Post  Business 
Desk,  P.O.B.  81,  Jerusalem 
91000 


LAST  CHANGE* 

Vbfcsitagen - - - - — 1318  0 

sounces&pcQusroawwE  m-dembj 


FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  RATES 


last  Cham 
,-4.5788  0 


Saf  (Baste!)  (Ij - 4.5788  0 

US- Defer  _ _ 0 

Brf&i  Pound  (1) - MOW  0 

Dodsch  lifark  (1) - i4aB  0 

Raich  Fane  (1) - —0.7434  0 

j^BnB£8YBfi(100) _ _ 1538  Q 

Stas  Franc  (1} - 3.0581  0 

Canadian  Doflaj'fl  I - MBaB  0 

Utan  Lira  (10001  - 15172  0 

Jontanfan  Dinar  (1) - 5®5B  0 


NEW  YORK  MARKET  INDEXES 


□J  Mustafa - 

DJ  Tampon _ _ 

DJ  litis - 

DJCcmp - 

NYSE  Must! _ 

WYSEHanspori. - 

NYSE  Comp - 

SJP 100 - 

SSP  Spot  Index _ — 

Israel  Sntex - — 


las 

_ Kira 

_ 3044JB 

_ 3145* 

_ 288154 

_  _  732.77 

_ -46149 

_ -589-07 

_ _ 60851 

_ 1226.27 

_ _ 287.74 


OTHER  MARKET  INDEXES 


FISE 100 _ 58872 

TMqofatei - . - ^13708.7 

Smg^nrs  afi-stiara  fadex - 38101 

tang  Kong  Hang  Seng  index  -102922 

Israel  Me* ._  -  - 287.14 

PartsCA£40 . ....3872.42 

CSX _ _ _ _ _ _ 4981.77 

MuM _ 86181 

Swss  Mans  Index - - — 71605 

Sydngy - —2764 

Mfen _ W41.1 


DOLLAR  CROSSRATES  (US) 


ftxnfcspjl - 

Uatfoura  (CME) _ 

Omartcspci _ 

Mar.ftiura  (CUE) _ 

S-ftane  spot - 

Mar.tuttn  |C1£) _ 

Yerrspot - - 

Mar.tan  l  CUE} _ 

CanDtcspcl - 

MasJttura  (CME) - 

AasDtapa - ... 

Mar.iutm  (DAE} - 

Wrgncrspot _ - 

KUxspot . . 

%$p«  — . . 

AixShAg.  spat - 

Randspot _ 

ECU:  spot - 


Las 

- 1.6716 

- 157 

_ 15825 

_ 05957 

- 12767 

- 0.7319 

- 115^ 

_ 0506897 

- 15507 

_ ...  0£4fi 

- 0.61 

- 55116 

_ 5.646 

- 1667 

- -15973 

- 115027 

- 551 

- 1.1873 


US  COMMODITIES 


Uta 

Chongs 

Cocoa  (Mv)  (CEO - 

- 1391 

-2 

Coftoe  (Mai)  (CEO - 

_ 114.1 

-3.65 

Wheal  (Mai)  iCBOTI  — 

- 283 

4525 

SoyWan  (Jan)  (C80T)— 

- 548 

♦45 

Orange  pee  (Jan)fCECI.. 

.1053 

*03 

Ciwfa  Ql  IMaiJfNW®) 

_ 11.44 

-an 

BondsMaUuwe — - 

S  ami  PMarJaura  ___. 

_ 12802 

_ 12393 

-19 

■2.1 

LONDON  COMMODITIES 


Lost 

Change 

Coma  fftaRLCE) - 

_ 302 

•7 

CjflM(Mar1|LCEj _ 

- 1800 

*10 

Sugar  (Mart  (LCEj _ 

_ 2355 

*1.7 

Brant  crude  c»(  (MarJflPE) 

_ 1015 

-14 

SPOT  MARKET  METALS  (US) 


Last  Change 

Slwrapa _ 459  *0.03 


NEW  YORK  METAL  FUTURES 


Last  Change 
_ 207.4  -05 


Gold  (Fab) - 207.4  -06 

Star  (Hart - .453  *0.027 

Platinum  (Jan) _ .3*3.7  a 

PaftKfcm  (Mar) - 50955  0 

Kgb^jWdB  copper  (MB).— - Offil  -0  * 


LONDON  METAL  FIXES 


Las!  Change 

GottAMKx - 28656  -1.05 

Gold  PM  (hi - 285.8  *0 

S8wr  fa. - - .4905  *15 

Month  in  parentheses  dpisb  contract  exp.  dais 
(Spat  market  tongs  are  tan  apras'matety 
2350  faraai  Hma.  Al  txhara  are  dosng  ouKss.) 
SOURCE:  S8P  COMSTOCWDinE  2HJEM8) 


Foreign  financed  data  courtesy  ol 

CommStock  Trading  Ltd. 

VB  Futures,  Options, 
Stocks,  Bonds 
and  Mutual  Funds 


34  Ben  Yehuda  St,  Jerusalem 


http^/www^oTnmstociccoJI 


Pacific  Mediterranean 
Capital  Markets  Group 


Tel. 

Telefax 

E-Mail 

Contact 


Stock  broking 
Equity  research 
Money  management 
Corporate  finance 

972-9-9585877 
972-9-9585896 
me  iras®' crendline.co.il 
Elan  Levi 


ISRAEL  MONEY  MARKETS 


Fatah  (foreign  currency  deposit  rates) 


Currency  (deposit  for:) 
U.S.  dollar  (S250.000) 
Pound  sterling  (£100.000) 
German  mark  (DM  200,000) 
Swiss  tranc  (SF  200,000) 
Yen  (TO  million  yen) 


3  MONTHS 

4.770 

5.550 

2.T80 

0.060 


6  MONTHS 
4.800 
5.540 
2.280 
0.130 


12  MONTHS 
5.090 
5.620 
2.700 
0.560 


(Rates  vary  higher  or  lower  than  indicated  according  to  deposit) 
Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Rates*  (24.1238) 


CHECKS  AND 
TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rep. 

Buy 

SeU 

Buy 

Sell 

Rates” 

Currency  basket 

45446 

4.6180 

_ 

_ 

46788 

U.S.  dollar 

4.1505 

4£175 

4.07 

4.28 

4.1810 

Gorman  mark 

2.4728 

25127 

Z43 

255 

24923 

Pound  sterling 

6.9511 

7.0633 

6.83 

7.17 

7.0074 

French  franc 

0.7372 

0.7491 

0.72 

0.76 

0.7434 

Japanese  yen  (100) 

35755 

3.6332 

351 

369 

35989 

Dutch  florin 

2.1937 

2^291 

2.15 

227 

22119 

Swiss  franc 

3.0296 

3.0785 

2.97 

3.13 

3-0581 

Swedish  krona 

0.5153 

05237 

050 

054 

05202 

Norwegian  krone 

0.5401 

05489 

053 

056 

0.5517 

Danish  krone 

0.6499 

05604 

0.63 

067 

0.6550 

Finnish  mark 

06130 

0-8262 

0.79 

0.84 

0.8200 

Canadian  dollar 

2.6758 

2.7190 

2.62 

276 

25948 

Australian  doUar 

2.5318 

2-5727 

2.48 

2.61 

25567 

s.  African  rand 

0.7023 

0.7137 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7068 

Etfjian  tranc  (10) 

1.1985 

1-2179 

1.17 

124 

12080 

Ausman  schilling  (10) 

35143 

3.5710 

3.45 

3.63 

35434 

Italian  lira  (1000) 

2.4967 

2.5370 

2.46 

258 

25172 

Jordanian  dinar 

5.6335 

55276 

5.73 

6.15 

55952 

Egyptian  pound 

— 

— 

1.18 

128 

15648 

ECU 

4.8550 

4.3334 

— 

— 

4.8962 

Irish  punt 

6.1401 

6-2392 

6.03 

6.33 

6.1921 

Spanish  peseta  (100) 

23045 

2.6514 

265 

3.00 

25281 

•These  rates  vary  according  to  bank.  "Bank  of  Israel. 
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TASE  rises  led  by  Clal  Electronics 


Tel  Aviv 


Tel  Aviv  Israeli  stocks  rose  yes¬ 
terday,  led  by  Clal  Electronic 
industries  whose  earnings  are  like¬ 
ly  to  rise  next  year  after  it’s  ECI 
Telecommunications  bought 
Tadirau  Telecommunications. 

The  Maof  Index  of  die  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange's  25  largest  com¬ 
panies  rose  0.52  percent  to  3 1 4. 1 2, 
it’s  highest  since  August  25,  after 
dropping  0.03%  on  Wednesday. 

Clal  Electronic  Industries  rose 
3.41%  to  NIS  637.  The  company 
owns  a  20%  stake  in  ECI  Telecom, 
whose  chief  executive  said  the 
TadTel  acquisition  would  boost 
profit  by  the  end  of  1999  as  the 
companies  integrate  their  market¬ 
ing  networks  and  save  on  research 
costs.  The  two  companies  reached 
a  definitive  agreement  on  a  stock 
swap  valued  at  about  $460  mil¬ 
lion. 

Dead  Sea  Works  rose  1.13%  to 
9.84.  The  Spanish  government 
approved  Dead  Sea  Works’  $113 
million  offer  to  buy  a  60%  stake  in 
Grupo  Potasas,  a  competitor  that 
manufactured  1  million  tons  of 
potash  a  year  for  use  in  chemical 
fertilizers. 

Nice  Systems  rose  2.02%  to 
90.90.  The  maker  of  digital 
recording  systems  for  telephone 
call  centers  said  it  was  adding  staff 
overseas  and  changing  some  of  its 
products  in  an  effort  to  boost  sales. 

Super-Sol  rose  1.48  %  to  10.26. 
Israel's  biggest  supermarket  chain 
said  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary, 
Hevrar  Hanechasim  She!  Supersol 
B.M.,  may  purchase  up  to  5%  of 
Super-Sol's  outstanding  shares 


Teva  Pharmaceutical  Industries 
fell  1.27%  to  170  after  its 
American  depositary  receipts, 
which  trade  on  the  US  Nasdaq 
Composite  Index,  fell  1/2  to  40 
11/16. 


STOCKS 


■11  Jaoan’s  17  biggest  banks  had 
that  US  antitrust  regulators  win  yen  in  trading  profits 

order  BP  to  seU  many  pets  m  porribUos  in  the  half  year 

order  to  get  approval,  analysts  and  o  30,  according  to 

traders  said.  Yushiro  Ikuyo,  an  analyst  at 


Euroi 


European  stocks  were  mixed  as 
Vodafone  Pic  led  telecommunica¬ 
tions  stocks  down  on  concern 
slowing  growth  will  crimp  earn¬ 
ings.  Solvay  SA  helped  slow 
declines  on  reports  it  may  buy  a 
stake  in  a  Thai  resin  maker. 

Markets  in  the  U.K.,  Belgium 
and  the  Netherlands  were  open  for 
a  half  day  of  trading  before  clos¬ 
ing  for  the  Christinas  holiday.  All 
other  major  European  markets 
were  closed  yesterday. 

The  Bloomberg  Europe  500 
Index  dropped  0.19  points,  or 
0.10%.  to  198.84  as  10  stocks  fell 
for  every  nine  that  rose. 

Among  phone  companies, 
Vodafone  feU  23  pence  to  970, 
Cable  &  Wireless  Pic  shed  10.5p 
to  740.5  and  British 
Telecommunications  Pic  dropped 
4p  to  902.5. 

“The  telecoms  sector  won’t 
deliver  quite  as  spectacular  returns 
as  we've  seen  in  the  last  12 
months,**  said  Michael  Collins, 
who  helps  oversee  about  45  billion 
pounds  at  Henderson  Investors. 

The  Bloomberg  Europe 
Telecommunications  Equipment 
Index  has  gained  67.9%  so  for  tins 
year,  and  the  Telecommunications 
Service  Index  65.8%.  That's  the 
two  biggest  gaining  indexes  in 
Europe. 


Asia 


Mabf  314.12  i  052%  : 
Dow  Jones  32i8  A 

Nikkei firm:?* 


Solvay  helped  slow  the  decline, 
gaining  100  Belgian  francs  to 
2,650.  Charoen  Pokphand  Group, 
Thailand’s  largest  agricultural 
conglomerate,  is  in  talks  to  sell  its 
35%  stake  in  Vinythai  Pci  to 
Solvay.  The  Nation  reported,  cit¬ 
ing  Vinythai 's  managing  director. 

Vinythai  is  the  country’s  leading 
maker  of  polyvinyl  chloride 
(PVC)  resin. 

British  Petroleum  Co.  rose  14.5p 
to  93  6_5  on  optimism  its  pending 
$63  billion  acquisition  of  Amoco 
Corp.  will  soon  be  approved  by 
the  US  Federal  Trade 
Commission.  Spokesmen  for  both 
companies  said  they  hope  the 
acquisition  will  get  FTC  approval 
by  next  week. 

BP,  the  world’s  third-iargest  oil 
company,  said  in  August  it  would 
buy  No.  10  Amoco  for  stock  and 
assumed  debt,  in  a  transaction  now 
valued  at  about  S63  billion. 
Investors  are  less  concerned  now 


Japan’s  key  stock  index  fell  to  a 
seven-week  low  as  a  drop  in  bond 
prices  and  Standard  &  Poor  s 
Corp.’s  downgrade  of  seven 
lenders  threatened  to  undermine 
banks'  efforts  to  write  off  non-per¬ 
forming  loans. 

The  Nikkei  225  stock  average 
fell  72.72,  or  0.5  %,  to  13,706.73, 
the  lowest  since  November  2. 
San  wa  Bank  Ltd.,  Sumitomo  Bank 
Ltd ,  Sakora  Bank  Ltd.  and  Bank 
of  TokycnMitsubishi  Ltd.  together 
accounted  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
the  decline.  Banks  this  year  used 
profits  from,  bond  trading  to 
counter  losses  from  bad-loan 
write-offs  amid  a  recession. 

“This  will  brutalize  banks'  and 
insurers'  balance  sheets,"  said 
Ntshichi  Omori,  equities  manager 
at  Sanwa  Asset  Management  Co., 
which  has  1  trillion  yen  ($8.62  bil¬ 
lion)  in  assets  under  management. 
Omori  said  he  won’t  buy  bank 
shares  until  clear  survivors 
emerge.  “The  downgrade  only 
adds  to  the  pain."  Elsewhere, 
Hoag  Kong’s  Hang  Seng  Index 
rose  13%  on  expectations  Li  Ka- 
shing,  chairman  of  Cheung  Kong 
(Holdings)  Ltd. 

and  Hutchison  Whampoa  LtdL, 
won’t  follow  through  on  threats  to 
scale  back  his  investments. 
Australia’s  All  Ordinaries  Index 
rose  03%  amid  hopes  of  econom¬ 
ic  strength  in  the  coming  yean 


Conxrnerz  Securities  (JapanjCo. 

Those  gains  began  to  evaporate 
after  the  government  said  it  will 
stop  buying  bonds  in  the  sec¬ 
ondary  market,  sending  prices 
plummeting.  The  yield  on  the 
benchmark  10-year  bond  is  up 
more  than  half  a  percentage  point 

in  just  two  days  and  more  to  one 

percentage  point 


Wall  Street 


Blue-chip  stocks  rose  yesterday, 
but  the  technology  group  saggeg# 
as  holiday-bound  investors  nib¬ 
bled  at  some  of  their  gains  from 
Tuesday’s  record-setting  rally. 

The  Dow  has  risen  five  sessions 
in  a  row,  gaining  more  than  400 
points  and  closing  in  on  Xbe 
November  23  record  of  93/4.27. 

Broader  stock  indicators  were 
mixed  in  thin  trading*  with  many 
traders  skipping  the  shortened 
Christmas  Eve  session  altogether. 

Analysts  have  again  attributed 
much  of  the  past  week’s  gains  to 
seasonal  factors:  weak  volume, 
year-end  portfolio  polishing,  and 
heavy  flows  of  money  from  holi¬ 
day  bonuses  and  contributions  to 
retirement  plans.  With  just  five 
sessions  left  in  1998,  tbe  Dow  is 
up  more  than  16  percent,  the  Sf 
and-P  500  is  up  more  than  26  pfr* 
cent  and  the  Nasdaq  composite 
index  is  up  more  than  38  percent. 

(AP) 


Mark  declines  as  Fed  signals  rates  on  hold 


The  dollar  rose  against  the  mark 
for  the  first  day  in  three,  as  the 
minutes  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve's  November  rate  meeting 
suggested  interest  rates  won’t  fall 
in  the  coming  months. 

The  minutes  “are  helping  dollar 
sentiment  to  the  end  of  the  year," 
said  Dan  Katzive.  a  currency  ana¬ 
lyst  at  Standard  &  Poor’s  MMS 
International.  “It  shows  tbe  Fed  is 
very  much  on  hold  for  now.” 
Unchanged  rates  mean  the  return 
on  dollar  deposits  stays  intact,  bol¬ 
stering  the  currency.  Fed  policy- 
makers  left  the  federal  funds  larger 
rate  unchanged  at  4.75  percent  at 
their,,  "most  recent  meeting 
Tuesday,  following  three  quarter- 
point  rate  cuts  since  September. 

The  dollar  rose  to  1 .6787  marks, 
a  one- week  high,  from  1.6734  late 
Wednesday  in  London.  It's  down 


6%  against  the  German  currency 
so  far  this  year.  It  rose  to  1 16.1 1 
yen  from  1 15.97  Wednesday. 

To  be  sure,  exchange  rate  moves 
were  exaggerated  because  of 
lower-th an-average  trading  as 
investors  are  reluctant  to  place 
large  buy  or  sell  orders  as  they 
wind  up  their  books  at  the  year 
end,  traders  said. 

The  minutes  of  the  Fed’s  policy 
meeting,  released  Wednesday, 
showed  the  policy-makers 
returned  to  a  “neutral  bias”  at  the 
November  meeting,  a  sign  offi¬ 
cials  weren't  leaning  toward  rais-  - 
mg  or  cutting  interest  rates  in  the  - 
future.  Tbe  Fed  next  meets  to  set  - 
rates  on  February  3. 

Borrowing  costs  could  fall  later 
in  the  year  though,  the  interest  rate 
futures  market  shows.  The  implied 
yield  on  the  June  contract  stands  at 


CURRENCIES 


Dollar  4.810  T  0.05% 
Basket  4.5789  ▼  0.1  %. 
Mark  2^923  ▼  0.26%  . 
Sterling  7.007  ▼  0.05% 


5.0%.  far  renough  below  current 
three-month :  borrowing  rates-  -  of 
5.28%  to  suggest  traders  and 
investors  expect  one  quarter-point 
rate  cut  by  June. 

In  Europe,  the  Bank  of  Italy  on 
Wednesday  cut  its  benchmark  rate 


to  3.0%,  bringing  it  in  line  with 
the  other  10  countries  adopting  the 
Europe’s  single  currency,  the  euro, 
on  January  1.  The  European 
Central  Bank  said  Tuesday  the 
starting  rate  for  tbe  euro  countries 
would  be  3.0%,  as  expected. 

The  dollar  also  rose  against  the 
European  currency  unit,  pushing 
the  Ecu's  value  down  to  $1.1696 
from  SI. 1734. 

The  Ecu  will  be  exchanged  one- 
for-one  with  foe  euro  on  January 
1. 

Elsewhere,  falling  Japanese 
bonds,  faded  concern  rising  inter¬ 
est  rates  will  undermine- govern¬ 
ment  efforts  to  revive  foe  economy 
which  is  suffering  its  worst  reces¬ 
sion  in  50  years. 

“There  is  a  strong  danger  of  a 
further  fall-out  in  Japanese  mar¬ 
kets  and  this  could  feed  upon 


Itself^  leading  to  further  negative 
sentiment  about  Japanese  assets.” 
said  Gerard  Lyons,  chief  econo¬ 
mist  at  DKB  International.  He 
expects  the  dollar  to  rise  to  120 
yen  in  the  coining  days. 

Japanese  stocks  fell,  with  the 
benchmark  Nikkei  225  dropping 
0-5%  as  a  plunge  in  bond  prices 
threatened  to  cut  foe  value  of 
banks*  investments  and  raise  bor-  ^ 
rowing  costs  for  companies  antiv 
consumers. 

The  benchmark  Japanese  10- 
year  government  bond  foil  for  a 
third  day,-  poshing  the  yield  up  as 
high' as  h  =•  .  L.CJPJicjg 

The  moves 'Came  after  foe  gov¬ 
ernment  said  it  plans  to  buy  back 
fewer  bonds  next  year,  in  a  bid  to 
raise  cash  to  fund  tax  cuts  and 
increase  spending  to  belp  lift  the 
ailing  economy.  (Bloomberg) 


Gold  little  changed  from  Wednesday’s  three-month  low 


Precious  metals 


Enei 


COMMODITIES 


Gold  for  immediate  delivery  was 
little  changed,  up  40  cents  at 
$286.75  an  ounce,  just  above  the 
three-month  low  of  S285J5  an 
ounce  it  fell  to  ou  Wednesday. 
Gold  has  fallen  2.9  percent  this 
month  as  benchmark  equity  index¬ 
es  rose  in  foe  US,  easing  the  desire 
among  investors  to  hold  gold  as  a 
store  of  value.  A  gaining  US  dollar 
also  made  gold  more  expensive  to 
industrial  users  using  other  curren¬ 
cies  at  a  time  of  year  when 
demand  from  the  jewelry  industry 
begins  to  wane. 

Platinum  for  immediate  delivery 
rose  $2  to  $347  an  ounce  as  a 
strike  by  miners  at  Anglo 
American  Platinum  Corp.,  foe 
world's  largest  platinum  producer, 
entered  its  second  day.  Though  the 
company  said  production  disrup¬ 
tions  are  "minimal.”  traders  are 
watching  for  any  sign  of  a  pro¬ 
longed  dispute  because  it  comes  at 
a  time  when  traders  expect 
bureaucratic  wrangling  to  bring  a 
halt  to  shipments  from  Russia,  the 
only  other  major  platinum  produc¬ 
ing  nation. 


Crude  oil  for  February  delivery 
was  little  changed  $11.25  a  bar¬ 
rel,  down  8  cents,  on  the  New 
York  Mercantile  Exchange. 
January  heating  oil  futures  were 
also  little  changed,  at  32.35  cents 
a  gallon,  down  0.19  cent.  Cold 
weather  in  the  US  Northeast  isn’t 
expected  to  last  long  enough  to 
consume  very  much  of  foe  mil¬ 
lions  of  gallons  in  excess  heating 
oil  supplies  in  storage,  traders 
said. 

Natural  gas  for  January  delivery 
at  the  Henry  hub  in  Louisiana 
was  little  changed  at  $1,905  per 
million  British  thermal  units  on 
the  New  York  Mercantile 
Exchange,  down  0.1  cent.  After 
trading  yesterday,  the  American 
Gas  Association  reported  a  larg¬ 
er- than  -ex pected  drop  in  US  gas 
supplies.  Inventories  fell  85  bil¬ 
lion  cubic  feet  last  week  to  2.97 
trillion  cubic  feeL  Traders  and 
analysts  surveyed  by  Bloomberg 
News  had,  on  average,  expected  a 
drop  of  about  69  billion  cubic 
feet.  Still,  the  drop  wasn’t  large 
enough  to  convince  traders  that 


Gold  $287.15  A  0.2%  • 

Crate  Oil  $10.11  ▼  0.06% 
CRB  189.33  a  0.06%:': 


high  inventories  will  be  drawn 
down  any  time  soon. 


Others 


Frozen  concentrated  orange 
juice  for  January  delivery  rose  1.1 
cents,  or  1  percent,  to  $1,061  a 
pound  on  the  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange.  Freezing  temperatures 
in  California  could  harm  the 
state’s  orange  crop,  foe  second 
largest  in  the  US,  after  Florida. 
California  is  projected  to  harvest 
62  million  boxes,  each  weighing 
90  pounds,  this  year,  though  only 


20  percent,  or  about  12  million 
boxes,  is  sold  as  juice  or  concen¬ 
trate.  The  bulk  of  Florida's  crop, 
estimated  at  190  million  boxes,  is 
used  for  orange  juice. 

Copper  for  March  delivery  was 
little  changed  at  65  cents  a  pound, 
up  0.35  cent  on  the  Comex  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  New  York  Mercantile 
exchange.  Ample  stockpiles  of 
copper  are  offsetting  any  signs  of 
demand  from  manufacturers  or 
builders.  Copper  inventories  held 
in  London  Metals  Exchange  ware¬ 
houses  have  climbed  74  percent  in 
foe  past  year  to  576,825  metric 
tons,  the  highest  level  since 
February  1994.  Copper  for  deliv¬ 
ery  in  three  months  on  the  London 
Metal  Exchange  rose  as  much  as 
$9,  or  0.6  percent,  to  $1,476  a 
metric  ton.  after  a  report  showed 
that  manufacturing  in  foe  US 
remains  strong.  Orders  for  copper- 
containing  durable  goods  such  as 
autos,  machine  tools  and  comput¬ 
ers  rose  \  .0  percent  in  November, 
the  fifth  increase  in  six  months. 
Contracting  demand  in  Asia  and 
Europe  has  driven  copper  prices 
down  30  percent  during  foe  past 
1 8  months,  to  reach  an  11  1/2  year 
low  of  $1,467  a  ton  Wednesday. 


Coffee  for  March  delivery  rose 
$10  to  $1,800  a  metric  ton  on  foe 
London  International  Financial 
Futures  and  Options  Exchange  oro 
concern  freezing  weather  may 
damage  Central  American  crops  in 
the  coming  days.  While  reports  of 
a  frost  in  coffee-growing  regions 
of  Guatemala  proved  unfounded, 
colder  weather  may  hit  Mexico 
during  the  weekend.  GNI  Ltd.,  a 
London-  based  commodities  bro¬ 
kerage,  said,  in  its  daily  report. 
Harvests  in  the  region  were  devas¬ 
tated  by  Hurricane  Mitch  which 
struck  late  October. 

While  Central  American  beans 
aren't  deliverable  against  futures 
contracts  in  London,  a  frost  would 
cut  future  production  and  reduce 
overall  supplies. 

Dutch  potatoes  for  April  deliv¬ 
ery  gained  05  guilders  to  85.3 
guilders  per  100  kilograms  on  the 
Agrarische  Termijnmarkt  because 
of  concern  over  lean  supplies  after 
adverse  weather  hurt  crops  earlier 
this  year.  Disruption  to  European 
potato  planting  from  heavy  rain  in 
foe  Spring  was  followed  by  more 
showers  in  October  and  November 
which  delayed  foe  harvest. 

(Bloomberg) 


US  bonds  fall  after  reports  dash  hopes  for  rate  cut 


US  bonds  fell  for  a  fourth  day, 
driving  yields  to  one-month 
highs,  after  economic  reports 
pointed  to  a  buoyant  economy, 
dousing  expectations  for  another 
Federal  Reserve  interest  rate  cut 
soon. 

“There’s  disappointment  rela¬ 
tive  to  thoughts  of  further  Fed 
easings,”  and  that’s  weighing  on 
Treasuries,  said  Ned  Riley,  chief 
investment  officer  at  BankBoston 
Corp.,  which  oversees  about  $25 
billion  of  assets. 

Tbe  benchmark  30-year 
Treasury  fell  9/32  to  100  21/32, 


pushing  its  yield  2  basis  points 
higher  to  5.21.  the  highest  in  a 
month.  The  yield  on  two-year 
notes,  the  most  actively  traded 
Treasuries  and  among  those  most 
sensitive  to  expectations  about 
Fed  policy,  rose  5  basis  points  to 
4.74  percent 

The  government  yesterday  said 
personal  income  rose  0.5  percent 
last  month,  bigger  than  the  0.4 
percent  increase  expected  by  ana¬ 
lysis.  A  separate  report  showing 
first-time  jobless  claims  fell  to  the 
lowest  level  in  almost  18  months 
last  week. 


US  30  -yearT-bill  yield 
521a  D.02 


Taken  together,  foe  reports  sug¬ 
gested  strength  in  the  economy 


that  may  spur  spending  and  keep 
the  economy’s  eight-year  expan¬ 
sion  on  track,  leaving  little  reason 
for  a  fourth  Fed  rate  cut  any  time 
soon.  That  may  leave  little  gains 
for  bonds,  traders  said.  **- 

“The  data  we’ve  received  have 
shown  more  buoyancy  and 
resiliency  and  that’s  causing  a 
reconsideration  of  the  interest  rate 
outlook,”  said  William  Sullivan, 
economist  at  Morgan  Stanley 
Dean  Witter  &  Co. 

Wednesday,  bonds  fell  after  foe 
Fed  suggested  it’s  not  leaning 
toward  a  cut  in  interest  rates,  and 


as  reports  on  growth  and  orders 
for  big  ticket  goods  pointed  to 
strength  in  the  tSonomy 
The  minutes  of  the  Fed’s 
November  17  policy  meeting 
Wednesday  showed 
policymakers  returned  to  a  “neu- 
^1  b»as,”  a  sign  officials  weren’t 
JSJJS  loward  raising  or  cutting 
nr SSira,eS  in  ftWre.  Ai 

Pr?f  toy  meant  il«  Fed  policy¬ 
makers  left  foe  federal  funds  tar- 

wil316  ;ncha*|ged  at  4.75  percent 
Wednesday  after  ordering  force 

m^;r"pomt  ***** in  **  last  force 
n,onihs-  (Bloomberg) 
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Can  this  love  at  first  sight  last? 


Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  has  been  described  as 
someone  people  just  want  to  hug.  Is  that  enough 
to  elect  him  to  political  office?  Herb  Keinon  reports 


‘B 


i  hold 


lonth  1»» 


etter  to  keep  your 
mouth  shut  and  let  peo¬ 
ple  think  you’re  a  fool," 
goes  the  old  adage,  “than  to  open 
it  and  remove  all  doubt" 

Nobody,  bat  nobody,  thinks 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  is  a  fool. 
Far  from  it.  Yet  Shahak’s  care  in 
keeping  his  worldview  a  mystery, 
even  as  he  publicly  contemplates 
a  run  for  the  country’s  highest 
political  office,  shows  an  internal¬ 
ization  of  the  above  message, 
though  with  a  radically  different 
twist 

‘'Better  to  keep  your  mouth  shut 
and  let  people  think  you're  the 
answer  to  their  prayers,"  Shahak 
seems  to  be  telling  himself,  “than 
to  open  it  and  plant  the  seeds,  of 
doubt." 

Inevitably,  Shahak  will  have  to 
open  his  mouth.  Once  he  does,  his 
popularity  will  tumble.  Right  now 
he  is  the  country's  Rorschach  test 

-  everyone  sees  in  him  what  they 
want. 

But  as  he  begins  to  express  his 
views,  the  Rorschach  inkblots 
twill  meld  into  a  true  portrait  of  the 
former  general  that  may  very  well 
still  appeal  to  many,  but  certainly 
not  as  many  as  now. 

Political  life  does  not  generally 
echo  that  popular  song  of  a  gener¬ 
ation  ago,  “To  know,  know,  know 
him,  is  to  love,  love,  love  him." 
Shahak’s  astounding  popularity 

-  various  polls  indicate  he  would 
receive  more  than  50  percent  of 
the  vote  if  he  went  head  to  head 
with  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  -  probably  says  more 
about  the  nation  and  what  it  thinks 
of  its  current  leaders  than  it  does 
about  the  former  chief  of  general 
staff. 

The  Shahak  phenomenon,  said 
Daniel  Bar-Thl,  a  professor  of 
political  psychology  at  lb)  Aviv 
University,  indicates  a  society 
very  much  in  crisis. 

“It  is  a  society  in  true  distress," 
he  said.  ‘It  Is  concerned  about  the 
» «* peace'- .  process,  .about- .'  internal  - 
polarization,  abouDthe  state*  of-its 
-■/democratic  institutions;.”  .  rr 
In  a  situation  like  this,,  there  is 
deep  yearning  For  someone  from 
the  outside  who  can  magically  . 
make  tilings  right. 

“A  phenomenon  like  this  could 
not  have  happened  10  years  ago," 
said  Bar-Tal.  “It  is  happening  now 
because  of  all  the  uncertainty, 
because  of  all  the  various  con¬ 
cerns.  Shahak  has  come  at  the 
right  time." 

Shahak’s  popularity,  according 
to  Shulamith  Kreitler.  a  Tel  Aviv 
iiY University  psychology  professor 
y  who  studies  political  trends,  is 
f  indicative  of  a  nation  waiting  for  a 
savior  to  come  and  solve  all  the 
problems. 

This  inclination  is  not  healthy, 
she  said,  “but  possibly  a  reaction 
to  a  situation  where  many  people 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  the 
problems  are  just  getting  loo  big, 
and  covering  too  many  different 
spheres  -  social,  political,  eco¬ 
nomic  -  all  at  once.  When  the  sit¬ 
uation  declines,  people  want 
someone  larger  than  life.” 

Kreitler  presented  two  different 
paradigms  of  leadership:  leaders 
who  gain  their  positions  because 
of  the  strength  of  their  characters 
and  personalities,  and  those  who 
rise  because  of  a  specific  situa¬ 
tion. 

Shahak,  she  maintained,  falls 
into  the  latter  category. 

‘Israel  is  facing  a  very  compli¬ 
cated  situation”  she  said-  "This 
can  explain  why  a  person  whose 


positions  are  unknown  is  so  popu¬ 
lar.  He  ts  perceived,  as  different 
from  the  rest,  new.  Someone  who 
listens." 

DANIEL  Elazor,  director  of  the 
Jerusalem  Institute  for  Public 
Policy  and  the  opening  lecturer  at 
an  upcoming  Bar-Ilan  University 
conference  entitled  “Jewish 
Politics  and  Political  Leadership 
in  Historical  Perspective."  said 
there  is  nothing  inherently  Jewish, 
or  even  Israeli,  in  what  appears  to 
be  the  country’s  embrace  of 
Shahak  without  knowing  where 
he  stands. 

A  yearning  for  a  political  savior 
to  ride  in  on  a  white  horse  and 
solve  all  of  a  troubled  nation's 
myriad  problems  is  not  a  Jewish 
phenomenon,  Elazar  said  but  a 
human  one. 

“We  are  in  a  position  -  and  by 
no  means  the  only  ones  in  the 
world  in  this  position  -  where  the 
recognized,  competing  leaders  on 
either  side  have  not  satisfied  the 
public  with  their  performance, 
ability  or  probity.  So  when  a  fig- 

‘There*s  nothing 
wrong  with  using 
intuition  to  choose 
political  leaders.... 
The  danger  is  when 


ety.  Shahak  is  not  coming  from 
Mars.  He  is  coming  from  the 
office  of  the  chief  of  general  staff. 
That  still  says  something  to  peo¬ 
ple." 

In  the  great  slaying  of  the 
Zionist  myths  that  has  taken  place 
in  this  society  over  the  last 
decade,  one  myth  remains  -  that 
of  the  primacy  of  the  military 
man. 

“We  have  not  killed  that  myth," 
Bar-Tal  said  “even  if  we  do  talk 
about  it  a  lot." 

Shahak's  popularity,  Bar-Tal 
agreed  is  independent  even  of  the 
job  he  did  as  chief  of  staff,  a  job 
most  say  he  performed  capably, 
though  few  claim  he  carried  it  out 
exceptionally. 

‘Teople  don’t  know  whether  or 
not  he  was  a  great  chief  of  staff" 
Bar-Tal  said.  “There  have  not 
been  in-depth  analyses  of  this." 

Rather.  Bar-Tal  said  Shahak's 
popularity  stems  from  his  image 
of  being  balanced  serious  and 
decisive. 

“He  projects  reasonableness. 
People  are  able  to  relay  informa¬ 
tion  through  nonverbal  behavior, 
through  their  tones,  their  move¬ 
ments."  be  said 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  on  these 
channels  Shahak  excels.  He  pro¬ 
jects  trust,  confidence,  security, 
quietude.  He  connects  with  peo¬ 
ple  at  their  basic  instinctive  level 
-  they  see  him  and  warn  to  hug 
him." 


emotion  becomes 
the  exclusive  tool  of 
judgment’ 

-  Aaron  Ben-Ze’ev, 
philosophy  professor 


ure  comes  along  and  on  the  basis 
of  previous  performance  in  anoth¬ 
er  high  position,  looks  very  good, 
.competent. , and:  straightforward, 
rpeojd&j  naturally  tend  to :  look- to 

•that. *  \ry 

“J  don’t  see  this  support  as  very 
deep,  however.  When  Shahak 
opens  his  mouth  and  people  hear 
what  he  has  to  say,  support  will 
start  to  zigzag  as  people  begin 
forming  an  opinion  based  on  more 
than  just  an  image  from  afar.” 

Yesterday  Shahak  began  to  open 
his  mouth  -  at  least  a  tittle  bit. 

In  an  interview  with  Ha’aretz, 
he  explained  that  he  would  prefer 
to  join  a  centrist  party  rather  than 
Labor,  because  he  does  not  want 
to  be  identified  with  a  party  per¬ 
ceived  to  be  left-wing.  He  added 
that  he  did  not  think  the  Left  - 
meaning  Labor  and  Meretz  - 
could  win  the  election  for  prime 
minister. 

He  also  said  that  if  polls  showed 
that  Dan  Meridor  -  who 
announced  this  week  that  he  plans 
to  form  a  centrist  party  -  is  more 
popular  than  he  is,  be  would  agree 
to  run  as  Meridor’s  No.  2. 

At  a  press  conference  yesterday, 
held  immediately  after  he  was 
officially  discharged  from  the 
IDF,  he  answered  few  questions. 
While  Shahak  did  say  “We  cannot 
abandon  the  way  of  peace,”  he 
also  stressed  that  “peace  begins  at 
home.” 

BUT  people’s  image  of  Shahak 
has  not  been  formed  entirely  out 
of  the  blue,  said  Bar-Tal. 

“Don’t  forget  that  this  society 
values  military  leaders,  probably 
more  than  any  other  Western  soci- 


ALTHOUGH  there  may  be  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  downplay  these  instinc¬ 
tive  feelings,  even  look  down  on 
those  who  would  choose  a  prime 
minister  because  of  the  way  he 
stands  or  the  manner  in  which  he 
speaks,  Aaron  Ben-Ze’ev.  a  Haifa 
University  philosophy  professor 
and  dean  of  the  university's 
Center  for  Interdisciplinary 
Research  on  Emotions,  said  that 
intuition  is  often  a  good  guide  in 
making  choices. 

The  role  basic  instinctive  feel- 
:-rags  and  emotions  ^play  in  deci- 
' 1  sions  isahe  subject  of-  a  just-pub- 
lished  book  Ben-Ze’ev  wrote, 
entitled  Yoshar  Mehalev : 
Regashot  Behayei  Yom  Yom.  An 
English  version  of  the  book,  enti¬ 
tled  The  Subtiety  of  Emotion,  is  to 
be  published  in  the  US  next  year. 

Ben-Ze’ev  said  that  gut  feelings 
should  not  be  dismissed  out  of 
hand  when  making  decisions. 

“We  have  many  choices  in  life,” 
be  said.  “We  are  flooded  with 
choices.  One  of  the  jobs  of  our 
emotions  is  to  filter  the  choices 
and  point  us  in  the  right  direction. 

“If  there  are  100  possibilities, 
emotions  help  us  toss  90  to  95  of 
them  away.  The  other  five  we  look 
into." 

The  same  is  true  of  political 
choices,  Ben-Ze’ev  said. 

“We  can’L  in  an  in-depth  man¬ 
ner.  check  into  eveiy  candidate,  so 
we  rely  on  our  initial,  emotional 
impression  of  candidates.  Then 
begins  the  process  of  knowing 
them,  experiencing  them,  and 
adjusting  our  positions.” 

Ben-Ze'ev  said  it  is  positive  if 
an  emotional,  intuitive  feeling 
comes  info  play  when  choosing 
political  leaders,  just  as  it  is  posi¬ 
tive  when  these  feelings  come 
into  play  when  choosing  a  mate. 
The  danger  is  when  emotion 
becomes  the  exclusive  tool  of 
jadgment- 

“There  is  definitely  a  place  for 
intuitive  judgments,  but  not  exclu¬ 
sively,"  he  said.  “You  also  have  to 
use  your  intellect.  Someone  may 
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The  qualities  Shahak  projects  are  precisely  those  perceived  as  lacking  in  Netanyahu  -  bat  is  be  the  political  savior  Israelis  yearn  for? 

(Israel  Sun) 


be  very  nice,  project  confidence 
and  trustworthiness,  but  you  also 
have  to  look  at  what  he  did  in  the 
past,  how  successful  he  was.  who 
his  friends  are." 

ACCORDING  to  Ben-Ze’ev,  the 
characteristics  that  Shahak  pro¬ 
jects  in  a  nonverbal  manner  are 
precisely  those  people  see  lacking 
in  Netanyahu  -  which  partly 
explains  Shahak's  popularity. 

Netanyahu  is  a  perfect  foil  to 
Shahak,  be  said. 

“The  image  we  have  of  Shahak 


plays  well  against  Netanyahu’s 
weaknesses,"  said  Ben-Ze'ev. 
“Netanyahu  has  some  advantages 
over  Shahak,  but  his  problem  is 
that  so  many  people  around  him 
have  said  they  don't  trust  him. 
Shahak  projects  trust,  someone 
who  will  stand  by  his  word.” 

Dan  Meridor,  according  to  Ben- 
Ze’ev,  also  projects  the  same 
quality,  but  is  hindered  because  he 
has  been  around  politics  too  long, 
and  is  “not  something  completely 
new.  We  know  him.  Shahak  is 
new.” 


Because  of  the  country’s  present 
dilemmas,  people  may  be  more 
willing  now  than  in  the  past  to 
trust  their  emotions  in  making  a 
political  decision,  Ben-Ze’ev  said. 

“The  more  the  decision  is  based 
on  emotion,  and  the  less  on  intel¬ 
lect,  the  higher  the  risk  is.  People 
may  be  more  willing  to  take  these 
risks  now  because  they  may  look 
out  at  the  alternatives  and  think 
that  matters  can't  get  much 
worse." 

Choosing  a  politician  is  much 
like  falling  in  love,  the  philoso¬ 


pher  said. 

“Haven’t  you  fallen  in  love 
with  someone  before  she  opened 
her  mouth?  This  is  not  stupid. 
But  afterwards  you  must  see  if 
there  is  anything  beyond  the 
physical  attraction.  If  the  initial 
attraction  exists,  you  will  give 
the  relationship  more  of  a 
chance." 

Shahak  has  already  turned  the 
country’s  collective  head.  The 
question  now  is  whether  his  polit¬ 
ical  beauty  is  more  than  just  skin 
deep. 
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The  bold  and  the  beautiful 


IE 


ChieTof  staff  Shahak  in  1996,  observing  an  exercise  by  paratroopers  of  the  Central  Command: 
He  has  received  the  Medal  of  Valor,  Israel’s  highest  decoration  -  for  his  leadership  of  a 
fisdtie  m-Jordan  in  1968,  and  of  a  commando  raid  in  Beirut  in  1973.  (TDF  Spokesman  j 


medals  tell  part  of  the 
story.  IBs  lack  of  swagger 
ay  tell  even  more. 

Despite  die  Sphinx-like  image 
thrust  upon  him  by  the  enforced 
discretion  of  his  military  status, 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  is  not  an 
altogether  unknown  quantity.  He 
has  left  tracks  m  places  like  Beirut 
and  Sinai,  Addis  Ababa  and  Taba, 
and  his  style  -  affable  and  low-key 
-  was  apparent  in  media  appear¬ 
ances  as  chief  of  general  staff.  His 
politics  may  still  be  a  mystery,  but 
it  is  already  clear  that  as  a  political 
personality  he  will  be  a  polar 
opposite  to  Binyamin  Netanyahu. 

Shahak  won  the  Medal  of  Valor, 
the  highest  Israel  can  bestow,  for 
his  leadership  in  a  commando  raid 
in  Beirut  in  the  spring  of  1973.  It 
was  one  of  the  boldest  operations 
Israel  has  ever  undertaken  -  an 
attack  by  a  small  group  of  men  in 
the  heart  of  an  Arab  city  from 
which  they  could  not  be  extricated 
if  things  went  wrong. 

Shahak  commanded  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  teams  dropped  off  dose  to 
midnight  by  rubber  boats  on 
Beirut's  sborefront  One  group, 
headed  by  Ehud  Barak,  drove  in 
vehicles  left  near  the  shore  by 


Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  has  proved 
his  courage  and  integrity  time 
and  again,  but  does  he  have  a 
politician’s  thick  skin? 
Abraham  Rabinovich 
profiles  the  man  who  catapulted 
into  politics  this  week 


Mossad  agents  to  a  residential 
neighborhood  where  they  killed 
three  Fatah  leaders  in  their  apart¬ 
ments. 

The  target  of  Shahak's  team  was 
an  apartment  building  housing 
about  100  fighters  of  the  Popular 
Front  for  the  Liberation  of 
Palestine  in  another  part  of  Beirut. 
The  team  arrived  five  minutes 
early  and  Shahak  waited  for  zero 
hour  before  starting  the  first  two 
men  on  foot  toward  their  target  at 
the  far  end  of  the  street  Twenty 
meters  behind  strolled  another 
pair,  followed  by  Shahak  and  then 
two  pairs  of  sappers.  The  Israelis 


had  their  weapons  under  their 
civilian  clothing.  A  doctor  and  the 
drivers  remained  with  the  vehi¬ 
cles. 

Two  aimed  Palestinians  stood 
guard  outside  the  target  building. 

When  the  lead  pair  reached  die 
building,  they  shot  the  guards  dead 
at  point-blank  range  and  were 
themselves  immediately  cut  down 
by  unseen  guards  firing  from  a 
nearby  vehicle.  The  second  pair  of 
Israelis  opened  fire  on  the  vehicle 
-  one  of  them  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  exchange. 
Wakened  by  the  shots,  Palestinian 
fighters  in  the  building  began  fir¬ 


ing  from  windows. 

With  surprise  gone  and  a  third  of 
the  attack  force  already  hit, 
Shahak  decided  to  press  on  instead 
of  trying  to  cut  his  losses  and 
make  it  back  to  the  beach  with  the 
wounded.  Two  of  the  commandos 
dashed  into  the  building  and  shot 
Palestinian  fighters  racing  down 
the  stairs. 

Lights  indicated  a  descending 
elevator.  As  it  reached  the  ground 
floor  the  Israelis  in  the  lobby 
killed  all  the  gunmen  inside. 
Commandos  outside  exchanged 
fire  with  Palestinians  fixing  from 
the  windows.  Meanwhile,  one  of . 
the  Israeli  vehicles  drew  up  with  - 
explosives  and  the  sappers  set 
charges  against  the  building.  The 
wounded  men  were  carried  back 
to  the  vehicles  which  began  a  mad 
race  for  the  beach  as  the  building 
exploded  behind  them.  Two  of  the 
wounded  died,  but  the  doctor  man¬ 
aged  to  save  the  third. 

The  Medal  of  Valor  Shahak  was 
awarded  for  pressing  home  the 
attack  in  such  adverse  circum¬ 
stances  was  the  second  such  medal 
he  had  won. 

See  BOLD,  Page  14 
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The  first  came  for  his  perfor¬ 
mance  in  extricating  the  trapped 
force  under  his  command  at  the 
battle  of  Karameh  in  Jordan  in 
1968. 

A  few  months  later,  the  Yom 
Kippur  War  broke  oul  Shahak 
served  in  Sinai  as  deputy  com¬ 
mander  of  a  para  troop  brigade 
engaged  in  a  desperate  battle  at 
the  so-called  “Chinese  Farm”  to 
keep  open  a  corridor  for  the  force 
counterattacking  across  the  Suez 
Canal.  The  commander  of  the 
paratroop  battalion  which  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  fighting  was  Yitzhak 
Mordechai.  The  commander  of 
the  division  making  the  crossing 
was  Ariel  Sharon. 

Shahak  will  encounter  both 
these  figures  nest  week  when  he 
sets  foot  onto  the  political  battle¬ 
field. 

A  retired  senior  officer  who 
worked  closely  with  Shahak  said 
in  an  interview  this  week  that 
relations  between  Shahak  and 
Mordechai  were  very  warm  until 
Shahak,  upon  being  named  chief 
of  general  staff,  chose  Matan 
Vflna’i  as  his  deputy  and  heir 
apparent-  Mordechai.  who  bad 
wanted  the  post,  was  deeply  hurt. . 

When  Mordechai  became 
defense  minister,  there  were 
reports  that  Shahak  would  resign 
rather  than  serve  under  his  former 
subordinate.  In  an  uncharacteris¬ 
tic  outburst,  Shahak  lashed  out  at 
a  radio  interviewer  who  asked 
whether  that  was  true.  “Do  you 
think  this  is  a  legitimate  question? 
In  my  professional  opinion  it's  not 
legitimate  at  all." 

According  to  the  former  senior 
officer,  Shahak  and  Mordechai 
worked  together  after 
Mordechai ’s  ministerial  appoint¬ 
ment  without  visible  tension,  and 
something  of  their  old  closeness 
seemed  to  have  returned.  By  con¬ 
trast.  said  the  officer,  relations 
between  Barak  and  Shahak. 
despite  their  many  years  together, 
were  professional  rather  than 
warm. 

“They’re  two  very  different 
types,”  he  said.  “Ehud  is  cerebral. 
Amnon  is  emotional."  (Another 
reflection  of  the  tangled,  relation¬ 
ships  among  many  in  the  political- 
military  hierarchy  in  Israel  was  die 
presence  in  Barak's  team  in  the 
Beirut  raid  of  Yonatan  Netanyahu, 
older  brother  of  Binyamin  and  a 
close  friend  of  Barak.) 

SHAHAK.  who  transferred  to  the 
hard-hit  Armored  Corps  following 
the  Yom  Kippur  War,  returned  to 
the  Beirut  area  after  Israel's  inva¬ 
sion  of  that  country  in  1982  as 
commander  of  an  armored  divi¬ 
sion. 

In  1991.  as  deputy  chief  of  staff 


under  Barak,  Shahak  took  field 
command  of  Operation  Solomon, 
the  airlift  of  15,000  Ethiopian 
Jews  from  Addis  Ababa.  It  was 
the  logistical  equivalent  of  a  com¬ 
plex  military  campaign  and  filled 
with  risks  of  disaster  even  greater 
than  the  Beirut  raid. 

A  besieging  rebel  army  -was 
about  to  break  into  the  city,  and 
Addis  itself  was  awash  with  army 
deserters  and  bandits  who  might 
seek  easy  prey  in  the  convoys 
shuttling  between  the  Israeli 
Embassy  -  where  the  immigrants 
had  gathered  -  and  the  airport.' 
Nor  could  it  be  certain  that  rogue 
elements .  within  the  Ethiopian 
army  itself  might  not  try  their 
band  at  banditry. 

In  a  reconnaissance,  Shahak 
studied  the  lie  of  the  land  and 
determined  that  there  could  no: 
Entebbe-like  rescue  operation.  He 
recommended  strongly  that  the; 

Those  who  know . 
Shahak  say  he  had 
not  expected  to 
jump  into  politics 
so  quickly: 

‘He’s  a  sensitive 
man.  Politics  won’t 
be  easy  for  him’ 

-  retired  senior  officer 


evacuation  be  earned  out  only  if 
the  Ethiopian  government  gave  its 
consent.  There  was  no  way  of  get¬ 
ting  15,000  civilians  out  safely 
with  guns  blazing,  he  said.  There 
was  no  guarantee  that  they  would 
not  have  to  fight  their  way  out  in 
the  end,  but  it  would  be  madness, 
he  saidi,  to  begin  the  operation 
with  that  intention.  ’ 

Diplomat  Uri  Lubrani  duly 
came  to  an  understanding  with  the 
Ethiopian  authorities  based  on  a 
S35  million  payoff.  But  Shahak 
had  to  plan  for  a  worst-case  sce¬ 
nario.  The  security  force  he 
brought  to  protect  the  evacuation 
consisted  of  200  men  from  an 
elite  unit  in  civilian  clothing. 

They  were  ostensibly  unarmed 
but  carried  bulging  backpacks. 
The  airport  itself  became  an 
Israeli  encampment  that  included 
air-control  links  to  the  dozens  of 
planes  participating  in  the  evacua¬ 
tion.  The  operation  was  complet¬ 
ed  in  little  more  than  a  day  with¬ 
out  a  significant  hitch. 

Shahak’^  role  in  Qpc&tigtf 
Sbhhnotf'Uffl!1  W  higE/HpM'bt 
WHB'gain^jJpP 
nence  two  years  lata-  when  he 
was  named  by  prime  minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  to  head  the  team 


negotiating  Israel’s  withdrawal 
from  Gaza  and  Jericho.  He 
appeared  frequently  in  newspaper 
photographs  that  showed  him  in 
affable  discourse  with  Palestinian 
counterparts  under  Taba’s  palm 
trees. 

Right-wing  suspicions  of 
Shahak’s  political  inclinations 
were  aroused  by  a  1993  report  that 
he  had  indicated  in  a  briefing  to 
American  journalists  that  Israel 
could  make  do  without  the  Golan. 
Following  is  the  reported 
exchange: 

Q.  “Can  you  imaging  a  situation 
in  which  Israel  will  feel  secure 
with  total  withdrawal  from  the 
Golan,  with  some  other  lands  of 
security  guarantees  provided  by 
the  US?” 

A.  “Otherwise,  there  is  no  hope 
of  a  peace  agreement  I  think  the 
real  answer  is  a  peace  agreement" 

If  no  security  threat  to  Israel 
existed,  said  Shahak,  “anything  is 
possible” 

Shahak  succeeded  Barak  as 
chief  of  general  staff  on  January 
1.  1995.  and  stepped  down  last 
July.  He  formally  left  the  army 
only  yesterday. 

IN  an  interview  several  years  ago 
with  this  reporter  about  Operation 
Solomon.  Shahak  came  across  as 
a  warm  and  amiable  man,  perhaps 
even  self-effacing.  There  was 
nothing  of  the  brusque  military 
man  about  him  and  no  airs  or  dis¬ 
tance.  His  eyes  lingered  on  his 
interlocutor  as  he  told  his  story,  as 
if  to  ensure  connection. 

Shahak,  54.  was  born  in  Tel 
Aviv.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
CDF’s  Command  and  Staff 
College,  the  National  Defense 
College  and  the  US  Marine  Corps 
Command  and  Staff  College  and 
holds  a  history  degree  from  Tel 
Aviv  University.  The  father  of 
five,  he  is  married  for  the  second 
time. 

Those  who  know  him  say^hat  he 
had  not  expected  to  jump  into  pol¬ 
itics  so  quickly,  that  he  would  have 
preferred  to  have  at- least  an  inter¬ 
im  period  in  the  business  world. 

But  Netanyahu  had  spotted 
Shahak’s  potential  as  a  political 
rival  while  the  latter  was  still  chief 
of  staff,  reportedly  on  the  basis  of 
secret  polls,  and  attempted  to  tar 
his  judgment  publicly.  Re¬ 
sentment  at  this  treatment,  togeth¬ 
er  with  his  close-up  view  of 
Netanyahu’s  leadership  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  have  fueled  Shahak’s 
decision  to  plunge  head-first  into 
the  murky  waters. 

There  is  no  certainty  that  he  can 
swim.  “He’s  a  sensitive  man."  said 
icer. 


Calling  for  healing  in  the  House,  Richard  Gephardt  went  from  being  ‘respected  to  being  respected  and  loved  by  the  Democratic  can- 


cus,’  said  colleague  Rep.  Edward  Marfcey. 


(APj 


Gephardt  rises  to  the  occasion? 


rrthe 

11  abc 
X  Rei 


•  Democratic  president  was 
about  to  be  impeached.  The 
Republican  speaker-desig¬ 
nate  had  suddenly  resigned 
because  of  past  marital  infidelities. 
The  House  was  adrift,  and  last 
Saturday’s  crisis  demanded  some¬ 
one  to  explain  its  anguish  in  terms 
that  all  members  could  understand. 

After  junking  his  prepared 
speech  and  hastily  writing  another. 
Minority  Leader  Richard 

Gephardt,  D-Mo..  stepped  to  the 
microphone  and  spoke  directly 
about  what  he  called  “the  politics 
of  personal  destruction.” 

He  decried  the  decision  of  speak¬ 
er-designate  Bob  Livingston.  R- 
that  this 


One  Democrat  emerged  as 
a  national  figure  last  week  - 
minority  leader  Richard 
Gephardt.  Guy  Gugliotta 
looks  at  a  rising  star 


For  Gephardt,  the  speech  was  an 
eloquent  capstone  to  a  year  in 
which  he  guided  beleaguered 
House  Democrats  through  the 
thickets  of  the  White  House  sex 
scandal  to  surprising  sains  in 
midterm  elections  and  a  carefully 


articulate  the  country’s  deepest 
agonies. 

“This  weekend  about  a  dozen 
people  came  up  to  me,  both 
Democrats  and  Republicans,  and 
told  me  how  impressed  they  were 
with  his  statement  on  the  floor.” 


Shahak  promises  at  least  to  raise 
the  civility  level  of  the  political 
dialogue. 


■.  “Politics  won’t  .  La.,  to  resign  and  prayed  i 
ts-""  -.  «aid  JMpT'Rfcjfc.  Boucher,  D-Va- 

ffc  view  that  he 

larks,  hbwem;  --on  calleagneSvT(j':“end  this  debstte.^r^i-  :£**/*/  :-;f-  ivf.;‘ri&Wered  a  real  feteLof  statesman-* 
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KEPT  IN  TIP-TOP  SHAPE 
BECAUSE  THEY'RE 
OWNED  &  SERVICED  BY 
ELDAN  RENT-A-CAR 

Eldan's  Used  Car  Sale:  A  Time  & 
Money  Saver  that  gives  you 
peace  of  mind 


ward  spiral”  and  closed  with  a 
prayer  “May  God  have  mercy  on 
this  Congress,  and  may  Congress 
have  the  wisdom  and  the  courage 
and  the  goodness  to  save  itself 
today.” 


It  v.’as  also  a  moment  when  he 
grew  in  stature  from  a  fresh-faced 
but  bland  politician  v.ith  perennial 
presidential  ambitions  to  become, 
at  least  for  a  day.  an  authentic 
national  figure  suddenly  able  to 


ship.’ 

WHAT  all  this  means  for  Gephardt 
personally  remains  to  be  seen;  he 
is  stiH  weighing  whether  to  stay  in 
the  House  -  and  perhaps  become 
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The  Avraham  Hannan  Institute  of  Contemporary  Jewry 
The  Cherrick  Center  for  the  History  of  Zionism,  The  Yishuv 
and  the  State  of  Israel 

The  Inter-University  Forum  for  the  Study  of  Zionism  and  Israel 
50  Years  of  Statehood 

invite  the  public  to  attend  the  conference 

Israel,  World  Jewry  and  the  International  Arena 

December  28-31, 1998 

The  Conference  will  be  held  at  Beit  Maiecsdorf,  The  Hebrew  University,  Mount  Scopus 
and  at  TheVan  Leer  Jerusalem  Institute 


Mi>ndu\.  December  2S.  19l>8  -  the  Van  Leer  Jerusalem  Institute: 


19:00-21:00  -  Hie  Jews  After  50  Years  of  Statehood  -  A  Reappraisal 
Chair  Ezra  Mendelsohn 

Greetings:  Menahem  Ben  Sasson,  Yair  Zakovitch,  Yosef  Gomi 
Lectures:  David  Vital,  Charles  Liebman 


Thursday.  December  29.  199B-  Beit  MaiersdmT: 


09:00-1 1:00  -  Israel  m  the  World  System.  Chair  Jacob  Metzer 
Arie  Shachar,  Sergio  CteUaPergoia,  Aaron  Beoavot 
1 1 :30- 1 3:30  -  Israel,  the  Jews  and  the  World  Powers.  Chain  Uri  Bialer 

.  Steven  Spiegel,  Galia  Golan,  David  Cesarani,  Yaacov  Bar-Siman-Tov 
15:00-17:30  -  Israel  in  the  Middle  East.  Qiair  Mordechai  Bar-On 

Matti  Steinberg  Avraham  Sela,  Moshe  Ma’az,  Arie  Anton 


Wednesday.  December  30.  199<S  -  Beil  Maicrsdoi  f: 


09:00-11:00-  Israel  in  the  Mediterranean  -  Panel 

Michel  Abitbol  (Chair),  Jacob  M.  Landau.  Itzhak  Mineibi,  David  Ohana 
11:30-13:30  -  brad  in  the  Context  of  World  Culture  (A).  Chair.  Eyal  Bcn-Ari 
Yaron  Ezrahi,  Daphna  Birenbarnn-Camtelj,  Zeev  Rosenhek 
15:00-17:00  -  Israel  in  the  Context  of  World  Culture  (B).  Chair  Hedva  Ben-lsrael 
Gershon  Shaked,  Alan  Mintz,  Shaul  Katz 

19:00-21 :00  -  Israel  in  the  Context  of  World  Culture  (C).  The  Van  Leer  Jerusalem  institute 
Chair.  Yom-TovAssis 
Motti  Regev,  HilteJ  Tryster 


Thursday .  December  31. 1998  -  Beil  Maiersdor 


09:00-1 1:00  -  Israel  and  the  Jewish  World  in  the  Post-Holocaust  Era.Chair  Hagit  Lavsky 
Ron  Zweig,  Yaron  Tzur,  Daiia  Ofer,  Yehuda  Bauer,  Moshe  Lissak 
1 1 :30-1 3:00  -  The  Memory  of  the  Holocaust  in  Contemporary  Jewish  and  Israeli 
Identity  -  Panel 

Sidra  Ezrahi  (Chair),  Jackie  Feldman,  Gulie  Ne'eman  Arad, 

Ben  Ami  Feingold 

15:00-17:00  -  brad's  Impact  and  Significance  in  Jewish  Diaspora  Communities  -  Panel 
Gideon  Shimoni  (Qiair),  Michael  Rosenak,  Steven  Cohen, 

Mordechai  Altshuler,  Judh  Liwerant 

17:30-19:30  -  The  Politics  of  Zionism  and  the  Politics  of  Judaism:  Toward  the  21** 
Century  -  Panel 

Jonathan  Frankel  (Chair),  Yehezkel  Dror,  Shlomo  Avineri,  Peter  Medding, 
Gabriel  Sbeffer 

_ University  Wtebsite:  wwwJiujLacJI 
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speaker  —  to  mount  another  bid  for 
the  White  House.  His  relations 
with  Clinton,  frequently  rocky, 
have  never  been  better. 

But  for  his  colleagues,  his 
actions  through  the  year  and  his 
words  Saturday  brought  his  party  - 
and  perhaps  the  entire  House  - 
together  for  a  moment  when  they 
appeared  to  be  drowning. 

“He  went  from  being  respected 
to  being  respected  and  loved  by  the 
Democratic  caucus.”  said  Rep. 
Edward  Markey,  D-Mass.  “He  said 
eloquently  the  words  that  were  it  *. 
every  member's  heart,  and  that’s 
why  so  many  Republicans 
applauded  him.” 

University  of  Virginia  political 
scientist  Larry  Sabato  said  the 
speech  -was  a  -watershed  fdr 
Gephardt-  highly  intelligent. 
He’s  a  shrewd  tactician.  He’s  good 
at  touching  all  the  bases,”  he  said. 
“Where  I  think  he’s  been  inade¬ 
quate  is  in  connecting  emotionally 
either  with  his  troops  or  with  the 
American  people  generally.  He 
nose  above  that  Saturday.” 

Gephardt,  57,  took  over  the 
House  Democrats  in  1995,  after 
they  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
majority  for  the  first  time  in  40 
years. 

Since  then  be  has  brought  them 
within  six  seats  of  retaking  control^' 
using  a  combination  of  patierift' 
consensus-building  and  an  uncan¬ 
ny  ability  to  find  opponents'  weak¬ 
nesses  early  and  exploit  them  mer¬ 
cilessly. 

“When  I  first  came  here  (before 
Gephardt),  we  never  had  caucus 
meetings,  and  we  lost  the  House,” 
said  Rep.  Jerrold  Nadler,  D-N.Y. 
“Now  we  have  weekly  caucus 
meetings  and  issue  task  forces  that 
cross  factional  and  ideological 
lines.  If  you  have  a  strong  view,  he 
puts  you  on  the  task  force.” 

MARKEY,  who  frequently  confers  C 
with  Gephardt  as  a  member  of  the 
Democrats’  Steering  and  Policy 
Committee,  said  Gephardt  “had  a 
clear  vision,”  as  early  as  August, 
that  there  was  little  likelihood  that 
the  Republican  leadership  would 
compromise  on  the  president’s 
transgressions. 

'  Ffc  asked  the  Democratic 
Caucus  to  stand  up  and  fight,  and  if 
we  did  that,  the  public  would  rally 
behind  us”  Markey  said. 
“Throughout  the  whole  process. 
Dick  has  kept  pressing  the 
Republicans  relentlessly  for  proce¬ 
dural  and  substantive  fairness  He 
was  convinced  from  the  begmnine 
they  would  be  unfair.” 

This  was  the  theme  the 
Democrats  carried  into  the 
impeachment  debate!  There'  were 
few  if  any  caucus  members  who 
condoned  the  president’s  actions,  J 
Markey  said,  but  the  caucus  for  » 
several  weeks  had  begun  to  come  . 
together  around  censure  as  an 
alternative  to  impeachment. 

Gephardt  told  the  caucus  last 
Wednesday  night  that,  while 
Democrats  should  emphasize  the 
Republicans  refusal  to  counte¬ 
nance  censure,  they  should  also 
understand  that  the  debate  ‘w 
gomg  to  turn  on  the  idea 

*l?ethir.  Republican.,  ”f 
being  fair,  Markey  said. 

"if  we  won  that  debate,  the  pub¬ 
ic  would  not  urge  the  preside^ 
resign,  but  would  tell  * 


Republicans  to  stop,”  Markev 

^ling  Gephardt  woSrySa,d’ 

He  said  it  was  critical  fnr 
country,  for  the  Constitution 
forthe  president  that  we  Win-  d 
this  was  Gephardt  thp  tW.7-  . 
developing  a  K 
stand  ideas  driven 

and  so  often  that  eventually  thfd 
become  part  of  the  cn„„iy.they 
wisdom.  (Tbe  Washington  p^j 
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Starting  from  zero  again 


It  used  to  be  Bibi  against  the 
Left  Now  it  looks  like  it’s 
Bibt  against  the  world. 

Since  Monday's  Knesset  vote 
to  hold  early  elections,  rightists 
and  centrists  have  jumped  ahead 
of  leftists  in  leading  the  charge 
against  him.  Just  about  every 
national  figure  in  the  Likud  - 
Dan  Meridor,  Ebud  Olmert, 
Yitzhak  Mordechai,  Ze'ev 
(Benny)  Begin,  Limor  Livnat, 
Uzi  Landau  -  has  either  quit  the 
party,  is  about  to  quit,  or  is  plot¬ 
ting  to  topple  Netanyahu  from 
within. 

Meridor  attacked  him  for  intro¬ 
ducing  a  “system  of  lies”  to 
Israeli  public  life.  Olmert,  quot¬ 
ing  President  Clinton,  in  a  differ- 
\jsnt  context,  demanded  that  he 
N^pstop  the  politics  of  personal 
destruction."  Begin  accused  him 
of  “trying  to  wipe  out  the  nation¬ 
al  camp  in  cold  blood."  For  good 
measure.  Yitzhak  Shamir  called 
him  an  “angel  of  destruction 
These  are  all  people  who  cam¬ 
paigned  for  Netanyahu  in  1996, 
and  who  cheered  his  victory. 
Now  there's  hardly  anyone  of 
major  stature  in  the  Likud  who 
wDl  say  a  good  word  for  him. 

Furthermore,  he*s  trailing 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  by  10  or 
more  points  in  the  polls,  and  he’s 
behind  Barak  by  three  or  four 
points. 

So  is  this  the  beginning  of  the 
end  for  Netanyahu,  arguably  the 
most  cunning  political  animal 
^jfcael  has  ever  seen,  a  politician 
who  went  from  freshman  MK  to 
prime  minister  in  eight  years? 

Not  necessarily,  not  at  all. 

“If  he  runs  a  macho  campaign 
he  can  win,  because  macho  is 
what  wins  in  this  country.  If  he 
runs  a  Iqf-laf  [namby-pamby] 
campaign,  he’ll  lose.  And  so  far, 
Netanyahu's  running  a  macho 
campaign"  said  Motti  Morrell, 
one  of  Israel’s  top  political  cam¬ 
paign  advisers,  who  worked  on 
the  winning  side  of  the  last  three 
national  races. 

AT  Tel  Aviv’s  Carmel  Market,  a 
traditional  Likud  stronghold,  a 
couple  of  vendors  who  supported 
Netanyahu  in  1996  said  they 
.  jvere  through  with  him  because 
‘^te’d  proven  untrustworthy  and 
disloyal. 

“Look  at  what  he  did  to 
Meridor.  Livnat,  Mordechai, 
David  .Levy.  Bibi  sells  out  his 
friends,  too  .  fast,"  said  Yossi 
Madar  behind  his  mushroom  and 
garlic  stand. 

But  wbat  some  call  duplicity,  a 
couple  of  Netanyahu’s  still-loyal 
supporters  in  the  souk  call 
shrewdness. 

“He  knows  the  political  map  of 
Israel  better  than  any  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  against  him.  He's  going  to  eat 
them  all  alive,"  said  Ofer  Ezra, 
running  a  dried  fruit  stand. 

Interestingly,  nobody  blamed 
Netanyahu  for  the  depressing 
state  of  the  economy, 
w  »“He  inherited  a  bad  economy," 
Myid  Rafi  Mizrahi,  working  with 
Madar.  This  is  an  argument 
Netanyahu  has  made  over  and 
over,  and  it  seems  to  have  had  an 
impact. 

The  prime  minister's  claims 
that  he  and  his  family  have  been 
the  victims  of  character  assassi¬ 
nation  by  the  Left  and  the  media 
have  also  succeeded  in  winning 
him  sympathy  in  the  souk. 

“When  Yediot  Aharonot  ran 
that  filthy  article  on  Sara,  I  can¬ 
celed  my  subscription,"  said  a 
shopper  who  identified  himself 
only  as  Yossi.  “Nobody  ever  gave 
him  a  single  day  of  grace.” 

A  few  blocks  away  at  Metzudat 
Ze'ev,  Likud  headquarters, 
Tzipora  Ben-David,  an  employee 
in  the  legal  affairs  department  for 
the  last  six  years,  said  all  she  was 
hearing  in  the  building  was  sup-  j 
port  for  Netanyahu.  j 

The  attack  by  Meridor,  she  i 
said,  “has  only  strengthened  our  < 


Almost  every  major  Likud  figure  is  against  him.  He’s  trailing 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  and  Ehud  Barak  in  the  polls. 

Is  it  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  Binyamin  Netanyahu? 
Not  necessarily,  writes  Larry  Derfner 


Some  of  the  advertise¬ 
ments  appearing  in  our 
paper  are  typeset  outside 
The  Jerusalem  Post 
graphics  department. 
When  such  advertise¬ 
ments  arrive  just  before 
die  publication  deadline, 
especially  when  they  are 
given  to  us  in  the  form 
.of  a  film  or  via  e-mail,  it 
is  difficult  for  us  to 
correct  any  spelling 
mistakes  that  may  appear. 
While  we  make  every 
effort  to  correct  such 
errors,  we  must  ask  our 
readers'  indulgence  for 
those  occasions  when 
this  js  hot  possible. 


Pushed  to  the  wall?  It  seems  so  -  but  what  erstwhile  Netanyahu  supporters  call  duplicity,  many  still-loyal  supporters  call  shrewdness. 


feeling.  People  are  very  angry  at 
Meridor.  He  spat  in  the  well  he 
drank  from.” 

Old-time  Likud  activist  Yehuda 
Bareli  had  this  argument  in 
Netanyahu’s  favor.  He  is  a 
proven  winner,  and  as  such  has 
earned  his  rightful  place  as  leader 
of  the  party. 

“He  raised  the  Likud  from  the 
ashes  after  we  lost  in  1992,  and 
he  beat  Peres  in  1996,”  Bareli 
said.  “He's  the  only  one  who  can 
lead  the  Likud  to  victory  this 
time.” 

NETANYAHU’S  central  cam¬ 
paign  message  is  that  he  can  best 
protect  Israel's  interests  in  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  Palestinians 
over  borders,  settlements. 


Jerusalem,  water  and  other  vital 
issues. 

In  his  Knesset  speech  before 
the  vote  on  Monday  night.  be 
previewed  his  tactic  for  tainting 
the  opposition:  “l  can  promise 
you  that  [Palestinian  Authority 
Chairman  Yasser]  Arafat  is  the 
first  person  who  thinks  any  alter¬ 
native  is  better  than  Netanyahu." 

Having  revealed  in  his  past,  in 
whispered  comments  to  Shas 
spiritual  mentor  Rabbi  Yitzhak 
Kadourie,  what  he  thinks  of  left¬ 
ists  l,  “The  Left  has  forgotten 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Jew”). 
Netanyahu’s  approach  to  Shahak 
has  been  to  brand  him  a  leftist; 
and  he  did  the  same  to  Meridor. 

This  may  have  offended 
Meridor’s  friends  and  fellow 


Likud  “princes”  like  Olmert,  but 
Netanyahu’s  hardcore  supporters 
don’t  think  he  said  anything 
wrong. 

“When  Meridor  resigned  from 
the  government,  he  abandoned 
the  Likud,  which  means  be  aban¬ 
doned  the  policy  of  peace  with 
security,  and  began  moving  over 
to  the  Left,”  said  MK  Yisrael 
Katz,  a  leading  force  in  the  Likud 
Central  Committee  -  the  Likud 
“street”  that  sides  with  the  "out¬ 
sider"  Netanyahu  against  the 
aristocratic  princes. 

“Meridor  now  actually  leads 
the  Left  in  spreading  slander, 
incitement  and  hatred  against 
Netanyahu,"  Katz  continued. 
“Considering  what  Meridor  said 
about  him,  Netanyahu  deserves  a 


prize  for  courtesy." 

Yet,  while  Netanyahu  is  trying 
to  run  against  the  Left,  he’s  being 
accused  by  traditionalists  in  his 
own  party  -  Shamir,  Begin, 
Landau,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent, 
Livnat  -  of  implementing  the 
Left’s  policies. 

NETANYAHU'S  political  godfa¬ 
ther.  Mosbe  Arens,  said  the  prime 
minister  “had  abandoned  the 
small  Jewish  community  in 


Meridor:  Silent  prayer  for  a  good  lead  on  Netanyahu  in  the  next 

polls?  (Ariel  Jetozolimsltit 

Hebron;  he  endangered  their 
security"  Arens  also  blamed 
Netanyahu  for  alienating 
Meridor,  Begin  and  other  Likud 
stalwarts. 

“No  prime  minister  has  ever 
kicked  a  senior  member  of  his 
party  out  of  the  cabinet  like 
Netanyahu  did  to  Meridor”  he 
noted. 

Asked  to  list  his  ex-prot£g£’s 
accomplishments  as  prime  minis¬ 
ter,  Arens  replied:  “There  is  con¬ 
siderably  more  privatization  in 
the  economy  than  there  was 
before.”  The  list  ended  there. 

Arens  said  be  would  wait  until 
the  field  of  candidates  in  the 
Likud  primaries  filled  out  before 
deciding  whom  to  support;  in  the 

general  election,  he  noted,  be  Begirt,  who  accused  Netanyahu 
would  back  whichever  candidate  of  ‘trying  to  wipe  out  the 
the  Likud  nominated.  national  camp  In  cold  blood,' 

The  assaults  on  Netanyahu  could  cat  into  his  strength  on 
from  the  Likud  royalty  didn't  the  Right.  lArieiJenaoiinufcjj 
seem  to  shake  the  prime  minis¬ 
ter’s  dedicated  supporters.  “All 

that's  happened  is  that  three  peo-  economy  would  once  again  be  a 

Sle  have  left  the  Likud  -  Begin,  “marginal"  campaign  issue. 

ieridor  and  Ronni  Milo,"  said  Netanyahu's  main  vulnerability. 
Katz.  he  suggested,  could  be  on  the 

Netanyahu's  critics  within  the  issue  of  “integrity." 
party  were  badly  out  of  line,  he  Yet  many  Israelis  don't  expect 
continued.  "Olmert  is  the  mayor  integrity  from  their  politicians.  A 
of  Jerusalem,  and  he  should  stick  number  of  vendors  in  the  souk 
to  thaL  What  he  said  will  damage  who  declined  to  be  interviewed 
his  chances  in  the  Likud,”  Katz  said  they  didn't  trust  any  candi- 
wamed.  date.  “They  can  all  go  screw 

In  the  souk,  Ezra  mocked  themselves  -  Bibi.  Barak  and  all 
Netanyahu's  internal  opponents.  theresL 
saying  they  have  no  chance  to  “They’re  all  liars.  What  do  they 
unseat  him.  “In  the  end,  they’ll  do  for  us?  All  they  care  about  is 
all  come  running  back  to  Bibi,”  their  jobs,”  said  one  vendor, 
be  said.  repeating  the  most  popular  semi - 

Metzudat  Ze’ev  employee  Ben-  ment  there  is  about  Israeli  poli- 
David  tried  to  minimize  die  inter-  tics. 

nal  criticism  of  Netanyahu,  say-  “What  do  they  mean  ‘he  lies”? 
ing  most  of  it  had  been  heard  That's  not  lies,  that’s  politics," 
before.  “We  are  totally,  absolute-  explained  Bareli, 
ly  behind  Netanyahu,”  she  Morrell  said  Begin  could  cut 
declared.  into  Netanyahu's  strength  on  the 

Repeatedly,  Netanyahu's  sup-  Right,  while  Katz  dismissed 
porters  said  Begin,  Shamir  and  Begin  as  “an  extreme  right- 
tbe  rest  of  the  Likud  Right  were  winger,  which  means  he’s  in  the 
fighting  a  losing  battle  for  Eretz  same  boat  as  Gandhi  [MK 
Yisrael.  Netanyahu,  they  main-  Rehavam  Ze’evi,  head  of 
tained,  was  the  realist  battling  Moledet],  who  has  less  than  2% 
huge  obstacles  to  make  the  best  of  the  vote."  The  real  split  in  the 
of  a  bad  situation  -  just  like  he  ranks  would  come  on  the  Left, 
said  he  was.  between  Labor  and  Shahak, 

Katz  said,  predicting  a  “bloodlet- 
CLEARLY,  to  a  substantial  sec-  ting"  among  Netanyahu's  oppo- 
tor  of  the  population,  Netanyahu  sition. 

has  that  all-important  quality  in  a  The  1996  campaign  was  rough, 
prime  ministerial  election:  He's  a  to  say  the  least,  and  unbelievably 
leader.  No  matter  what  he's  said,  close  -  Netanyahu  won  by  0.98% 
done,  or  not  done,  many  Israelis  out  of  some  3  million  votes, 
want  to  follow  him.  “This  election  is  also  going  to 

His  weak  spot  in  the  campaign,  be  very  rough  and  very  dose," 
Katz  said,  will  be  the  economy.  said  Katz,  picking  Netanyahu, 
“Bibi  has  been  good  for  (be  naturally,  as  the  winner, 
state,  but  bad  for  the  citizens,”  Morrell  predicted  that  Barak 
said  the  MK,  a  moshavnik.  “It’s  and  Shahak  together  will  outpoll 
not  just  the  unemployed,  it's  the  Netanyahu  in  the  first  round,  then 
contractors,  the  moshavim.  one  of  them  will  face  Netanyahu 
Everybody's  feeling  the  reces-  in  the  runoff.  And  the  winner? 
sion.”  “God  knows,”  was  all  he  could 

Morrell,  however,  predicted  the  say. 


economy  would  once  again  be  a 
“marginal”  campaign  issue. 
Netanyahu's  main  vulnerability, 
he  suggested,  could  be  on  the 
issue  of  “integrity." 

Yet  many  Israelis  don’t  expect 
integrity  from  their  politicians.  A 
number  of  vendors  in  the  souk 
who  declined  to  be  interviewed 
said  they  didn't  trust  any  candi¬ 
date.  “They  can  all  go  screw 
themselves  -  Bibi,  Barak  and  all 
the  resL 

“They’re  all  liars.  What  do  they 
do  for  us?  All  they  care  about  is 
their  jobs,”  said  one  vendor, 
repeating  the  most  popular  senti¬ 
ment  there  is  about  Israeli  poli¬ 
tics.  . 

“What  do  they  mean  ‘he  lies”? 
Thai's  not  lies,  that’s  politics," 
explained  Bareli. 

Morrell  said  Begin  could  cut 
into  Netanyahu's  strength  on  the 
Right,  while  Katz  dismissed 
Begin  as  “an  extreme  right¬ 
winger,  which  means  he’s  in  the 
same  boat  as  Gandhi  [MK 
Rehavam  Ze’evi,  head  of 
Moledet],  who  has  less  than  2% 
of  the  vote."  The  real  split  in  the 
ranks  would  come  on  the  Left, 
between  Labor  and  Shahak, 
Katz  said,  predicting  a  “bloodlet¬ 
ting"  among  Netanyahu's  oppo¬ 
sition. 

The  1996  campaign  was  rough, 
to  say  the  least,  and  unbelievably 
close  -  Netanyahu  won  by  0.98% 
out  of  some  3  million  votes. 

“This  election  is  also  going  to 
be  very  rough  and  very  dose,” 
said  Katz,  picking  Netanyahu, 
naturally,  as  the  winner. 

Morrell  predicted  that  Barak 
and  Shahak  together  will  outpoll 
Netanyahu  in  the  first  round,  then 
one  of  them  will  face  Netanyahu 
in  the  runoff.  And  the  winner? 
“God  knows,”  was  all  he  could 
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The  euro : 
What’s  in  it  for  us 


Israel’s  business,  govern¬ 
ment  and  retail  sectors,  as 
well  as  simple  households, 
all  stand  to  be  affected  by  the 
euro’s  introduction,  according 
to  Pincbas  Landau,  CEO  of 
Tel  Aviv -based  consultancy 
Euro  Strategies. 

The  traditional  Israeli  incli¬ 
nation  to  think  in  dollars  will 
now  be  tempered  with  a  euro 
currency,  says  Landau. 

Housing  prices,  currently  de¬ 
nominated  in  greenbacks,  will 
ultimately  either  revert  to 
shekels  or  else  be  considered 
in  euros;  furthermore,  when 
people  ask  how  the  shekel 
fared  on  a  particular  trading 
day,  they  will  no  longer  mean 
only  against  the  dollar. 

Europe  is  already  Israel’s 
major  trading  partner,  and  its 
shift  to  a  unified  currency  will 
force  its  firms  into  an  effi¬ 
ciency  drive  re- 

suiting  in  re-  _  _ 

duced  prices.  Israelis* 

win  further  ac-  tendency 

celerate  Israel’s  *_  «_=— ■_ 

European  im-  ™nk 

P  Meanwhile,  as  f"  d0"arS 

Israel  s  curren-  wM  change 

cy  regime  rapid- 
ly  liberalizes.  __________ 

investors  will 
dedicate  sizable  portions  of 
their  portfolios  to  euro- 
denominated  investments.  In 
the  business  sector,  importers 
and  exporters  will  find  that 
their  European  interlocutors 
insist  on  euro  payments  rather 
than  dollars,  so  as  to  save  the 
exchange  costs. 

The  euro's  deepest  impact 
in  Israel,  according  to 
Landau,  will  be  on  exporters 
and  the  tourism  industry,  who 
will  have  to  strengthen  their 
presence  in  Europe,  in  order 
to  benefit  from  the  euro’s 
introduction. 

European  companies  are 
embarking  on  a  new  era  of 
reduced  exposure  to  risks 
emanating  from  currency  and 
interest-rate  fluctuations. 

Set  against  this  backdrop, 
companies  must  think  in 
terms  of  a  much  larger  mar¬ 
ket,  says  Landau.  Con¬ 
sequently,  size  offers  new 
advantages,  which  explains 
why  Europe  is  awash  with  a 
wave  of  mergers  and  acquisi¬ 
tions.  Israeli  companies,  he 
says,  will  also  have  to  grow, 
whether  by  acquiring,  merg¬ 
ing,  expanding  or  entering 


into  strategic  agreements  with 
other  companies. 

The  euro  can  also  hold 
promise  for  Israeli  firms, 
according  to  Landau. 

Companies  currently  deal¬ 
ing  simultaneously  with  sev¬ 
eral  European  countries  will 
see  their  accounting  simpli¬ 
fied,  while  benefiting  from  a 
more  competitive  and  effi¬ 
cient  European  banking  sys¬ 
tem. 

In  financial  markets,  the 
formation  of  a  uni  tied  Euro¬ 
pean  capital  market  will  make 
Europe  a  lucrative,  and  some¬ 
times  more  liquid,  alternative 
to  Israeli  share  offerings  in 
Wall  Street. 

At  the  same  time,  foreign 
investors  may  funnel  in  Tel 
Aviv’s  direction  some  previ¬ 
ously  Europe-bound  capital, 
since  the  continent's  choices 
will  have  be- 
_  .  come  much  less 

5  diverse,  while 

Israel's  tradi- 
lcy  tionally  infla- 

^  cion-haunted 

*  debt  market 

>r-  may  continue 

m  to  offer  rela- 

anqe  tivdy  high  in- 

terest  rates.  On 

_  the  other  hand. 

the  local  finan¬ 
cial  sector  is  expected  to  suf¬ 
fer  from  accelerated  foreign 
competition. 

Still,  Israeli  business  has  yet 
to  wake  up  to  the  new  reality, 
according  to  Landau.  Apart 
from  the  chemical  sector, 
most  firms  have  so  far  pretty 
much  ignored  the  dawn  of  the 
euro.  The  good  news  in  this 
respect  is  that  many  European 
firms  are  also  slow  to  inter¬ 
nalize  the  changes  ahead  of 
them.  However,  the  Israeli 
high-tech  sector  will  not  be 
able  to  ignore  the  euro  much 
longer. 

On  the  macro-economic 
level,  Landau  believes  the 
new  era  will  also  have  a  pro¬ 
found  effect  on  Jerusalem, 
since  the  euro-enforced  EU 
will  evolve  into  a  much  more 
assertive  diplomatic  force  to 
reckon  with. 

Not  coincidentally,  the  only 
Israeli  institution  fully  aware 
of,  and  prepared  for,  the 
euro’s  arrival  is  the  Bank  of 
Israel,  which  has  adopted  a 
euro-orienled,  long-term  view 
of  the  shekel’s  place  among 
(he  nations. 

-  Dan  Gerstenfeld 
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January  1:  Dawn  of  the  euro 


The  Chinese  invented  bills  and 
coins,  die  Italians  fathered 
commercial  banking,  the 
British  perfected  central  banking. 
the  Americans  devised  plastic  cards 
and  cybercash,  and  nest  week  die 
European  Union  will  denationalize 
money,  by  introducing  the  euro. 

While  die  events  on  January  1  are 
intentionally  designed  not  to  be  too 
dramatic,  both  euro-fans  and  skep¬ 
tics  agree  that  the  new  currency’s 
advent  represents  no  less  than  a 
revolution,  one  clearly  bound  to 
spill  beyond  its  newly  named 
Euroland  confines,  and  impact  on 
America,  Asia,  and  Israel  too  (see 
box). 

When  they  return  in  10  days  from 
their  New  Year  vacations.  West 
Europeans  will  find  that  the  70  bil¬ 
lion  coins  and  12  billion  bills  they 
currently  circulate  have  not  been 
replaced  with  the  euro's  planned 
bills  and  coins  (a  total  of  15  differ¬ 
ent  types)  -  that  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  only  in  January  2002.  six 
months  before  the  old  money  offi¬ 
cially  ceases  to  circulate. 

What  is  to  happen  this  January, 
however,  is  that  the  euro  will 
become  an  official  currency  for  all 
non-cash  intents  and  purposes.  In 
other  words,  stock  prices,  company 
balances  and  national  accounts 
among  the  currency’s  11  founding 
member  stales  will  be  quoted  in 
euros. 

Behind  this  seemingly  technical 
change  lurks  a  remarkable  experi¬ 
ment  in  voluntary  relinquishment 
of  national  sovereignly. 

In  premodem  times,  money  was 
pretty  much  just  another  consumer 
product,  often  minted  by  private 
entrepreneurs  who  then  sold  it  to 
governments  and  individuals.  What 
passed  for  money,  how  much  of  it 
would  be  in  circulation,  and  at  whar 
interest  or  exchange  rates,  was 
effectively  abandoned  to  the  mar¬ 
kets'  devices. 

Only  in  the  17th  century,  when 
someDutch  notables  figured  that 
too  many  disparate  and  often  coun¬ 
terfeit  coins  were  circulating,  did 
they  begin  to  regulate  the  produc¬ 
tion  and  distribution  of  money. 

Shortly  after  that,  the  Bank  of 
England  perfected  that  creation  and 
became  history’s  first  powerful 
central  bank;  namely,  the  agency 
responsible  for  creating,  supplying 
and  upholding  the  value  of  money. 

Since  central  banking  came  in 
tandem  with  the  rise  of  the  modem 
nation  state,  it  haphazardly  evolved 
as  a  national  institution  -  because 
the  capacity  to  create  money  has 
been  considered,  since  antiquity,  a 
basic  and  indispensable  sign  of 
sovereign  power. 

Ultimately,  central  banks  became 
part  and  parcel  of  the  nationalist 
experience,  playing  major  roles  in 
both  disciplining  and  derailing 
nation-state  economies. 

Thus,  for  instance,  when  the 
French  franc  tumbled  in  currency 
markets  in  July  1993,  the  Banque 
de  France  hiked  interest  rates  - 
much  like  the  Bank  of  Israel  did 
this  fall  under  similar  circum¬ 
stances.  Conversely,  when  a  newly 
reunited  Germany  realized  that 
unemployment  in  its  post-commu¬ 
nist  eastern  regions  was  rampant, 
the  Bundesbank  lowered  interest 
rates  lest  the  depressed  labor  mar¬ 
kets  result  in  deflation. 

The  newly  established  European 
Central  Bank  (ECB)  will  be 
assigned  to  do  these  sorts  of  things, 
but  while  simultaneously  catering 
for  the  needs  of  11  countries  rather 
than  one. 


IN  other  words,  suppose,  say, 
Ireland  faces  a  labor  crisis,  Dublin 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  react  by 
lowering  interest  rates  or  raising 
exchange  rates,  since  it  will  no 
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Bar-Han  University:  Forging  Jewish  Identity  in  the  Modem  World 


It  will  cement  Europe  and  likely  be  a  very  solid  curr®^!l 
euro’s  take-off  next  week  is  fraught  with  risk,  writes  Am 


Buying  tickets  for  the  first-ever  Euro  Lata  in  France  this  week,  worth  seven  million  euros,  or  $8.19  million. 


longer  have  a  currency  exclusively 
its  own:  instead,  the  euro's  interest 
rates  will  be  set  by  a  sterile  ECB  in 
faraway  Frankfurt,  where  Ireland’s 
governor  will  be  but  one  of  11  cen¬ 
tral  bankers  who  collectively  form 
the  ECB’s  board  of  governors. 

Now,  suppose  the  Irish  governor 
tells  that  forum  that  he  wants  the 
euro  to  be  cheaper  for  a  while,  so  as 
to  address  a  job  crisis  in  his  coun¬ 
try,  but  the  other  governors,  whose 
countries  have  no  such  crisis,  are 
fearful  that  a  weaker  euro  would 
accelerate  inflation  in  their  coun¬ 
tries.  What  then? 

That  is  die  crux  of  die  unknown 
into  which  the  EU  will  be  ventur¬ 
ing  next  month.  Not  to  forget  the 
euro-skepticism  that  contributed  to 
Margaret  Thatcher’s  downfall,  led 
Britain.  Denmark  and  Sweden  to 
shun  die  euro  project,  and  even 
made  one  Harvard  scholar,  Martin 
Feldstein,  predict  that  the  new  inor¬ 
ganic  currency  will  not  only  fail  as 
an  exercise  in  political  re-engineer¬ 
ing  but  also  generate  a  European 
war. 


semi-sovereign  governments  orbit 
a  federal  sun,  can  work,  and  the 
obvious  model  -  which  Napoleon 
thought  of  emulating  in  Europe — is 
the  US. 

Economically,  however,  the  £lTs 
disparate  members  are  still  light 
years  away  from  US-style  federal 
synchronism,  state-level  agility, 
and  social  mobility. 

European  governments,  unlike 
US  swes,  will  continue  to  shoulder 
multi-biilion-euro  defense  burdens, 
while  their  taxation  systems  remain 
extremely  diverse.  On  the  social 
level,  besides  the  fact  that  behind 
die  euro  stand  no  fewer  than  nine 
different  languages,  jobless 
Europeans  -  unlike  Americans  - 


handling  its  currency  as  if  it  were 
the  mighiy  US  Federal  Reserve, 
while  in  reality  it  will  be  presiding 
over  a  highly  disjointed  and  scle¬ 
rotic  structure  -  which  might 
indeed  foil  apart  if  not  handled  with 
extreme  care. 


FUSING  together  11  currencies  is  a 
riinmrino  prospect  by  any  measure, 
but  now,  set  against  a  very  pooriy 
timed  backdrop  of  global  financial 
turmoil,  sharply  contracting  world 
trade  and  stubborn  post-Cold  War 
East-West  tensions,  the  euro’s  take¬ 
off  seems  fought  with  even  more 
dangers  than  its  inventors  took  into 
consideration. 

And  yet  the  euro  project  is  being 


Behind  a  ‘technical9  change  lurks  a 
remarkable  experiment  in  relinquishment 
of  national  sovereignly 


STILL,  the  voluntary  replacement 
of  national  institutions  with  a  con¬ 
tinental  framework  is  the  happiest 
aspect  of  the  drama  about  to  unfold 
in' Europe.  It  is  no  coincidence  that 
the  driving  forces  behind  the  mon¬ 
etary  union  saga  were  France  and 
Germany. 

Haunted  by  the  traumas  of  three 
blood-soaked  conflicts  over  the  last 
12  decades,  leaders  from  both 
countries,  particularly  the  late 
French  president  Francois 
Mitterrand,  former  German  chan¬ 
cellor  Helmut  Kohl,  and  former 
European  Union  commissioner 
Jacques  Delors,  crusaded  for  the 
cause  even  when  the  odds  were 
steeply  against  iL  They  wanted  to 
shackle  their  countries  to  a  com¬ 
mon  future,  precisely  in  order  to 
make  an  economic  crisis  in  one  EU 
comer  the  business  of  Europeans 
elsewhere  in  the  union. 

Such  a  political  universe,  where 


aren’t  keen  on  relocating  geograph¬ 
ically  in  order  to  work. 

During  the  Bush-era  recession, 
for  instance,  the  states  of  Florida 
and  Washington  were  faring  better 
than  others:  the  former,  thanks  to 
its  retirement  industry;  the  latter 
because  of  its  veteran  aerospace 
and  burgeoning  software  indus¬ 
tries.  Consequently,  Americans 
from  hard-hit  places  as  for  afield  as 
Massachusetts  migrated  there. 

Chances  that  such  dynamics  will 
evolve  in  Euroland  are  very  low, 
since  Europeans  ore  loath  to  move 
even  within  their  own  countries,  let 
alone  across  the  border  -  not  to 
mention  to  a  destination  where  a 
different  language  is  spoken. 

Moreover,  Europe’s  labor  mar¬ 
kets  are  not  only  less  mobile,  but 
also  less  flexible,  since  they  are.  on 
the  whole,  burdened  by  social  leg¬ 
islation  that  makes  hiring  and  firing 
much  more  difficult  than  it  is  in  the 
US. 

In  other  words,  the  ECB  will  be 


launched  with  a  great  deal  of  wis¬ 
dom,  caution  and  gradualness  -  its 
first  phase,  the  complete  unleash¬ 
ing  of  intra-EU  capital  traffic,  was 
introduced  in  1990, 13  years  before 
its  scheduled  completion  -  and 
holds  a  great  deal  of  promise. 

First,  analysis,  economists  and 
business  leaders  universally 
expect  the  euro  to  be  an  excep¬ 
tionally  solid  currency  -  a  fitting 
successor  to  the  mighty 
Deutschmark.  Consequently,  it 
may  not  only  mechanically 
cement  European  governments 
together  but  also  mentally  inter¬ 
weave  their  subjects,  giving  them 
a  shared  sense  of  accomplishment 
in  having  collectively  built  a 
durable  economic  landmark  - 
much  like  the  former  West 
Germans  prided  themselves  on 
their  hard-earned  Deutschmark. 

Meanwhile,  the  tough  constitu¬ 
tion  on  which  the  euro  has  been 
established,  including  a  public- 
sector  debt  cap  of  3  percent  of 


GDP,  maximum  inflation  of 
2.7%,  and  interest  rates  no  higher 
rhan  7.8%  (conditions  which  left 
EU  member  Greece  out  of 
Euroland,  for  now)  have  had  a 
profound  impact  on  hitherto  bud- 
getarily  derelict  countries  like 
Italy. 

The  long-term  effect  of  this 
newly  achieved  discipline  already 
looms  large  as  a  healthy  economic 
sphere  -  sharply  contrasting  with 
Southeast  Asia's  degenerate  eco¬ 
nomic  norms,  which  in  recent 
months  have  become  glaringly 
apparent. 

On  the  micro-economic  level,  the  f 
European  Union  expects  the  disap- 
pearance  of  currency-exchange 
costs  for  most  intra-EU  transac¬ 
tions  to  save  some  $40  billion,  or 
0.5%  of  Euroland's  GDP  annually. 

Similarly,  ihe  ease  with  which 
wages  and  prices  will  now  be  com¬ 
pared  between  places  as  for-flung 
as  Lisbon  and  Helsinki  should 
accelerate  cross-border  trade,  much 
like  that  which  takes  place  among 
US  states. 

Moreover,  just  as  most  US  firms 
care  little  about  the  dollar's  travails 
abroad  since  a  good  80%  of  US 
business  is  domestic,  EU  business¬ 
es  are  also  bound  to  care  -  and  pay 
-  a  lot  less  for  exchange-rate  fluc¬ 
tuations. 

In  such  a  landscape  business  con-  \ 
fidence  rises  and  efficiency  sharp  ^ 
ens.  Euroland  might  be  less  homo-- 
geneous  than  the  US,  but  in  terms 
of  population  and  GDP,  its  clout 
easily  surpasses  Japan's  and  can 
only  be  rivaled  by  America's. 

Some  even  contend  that  the  euro 
will  ultimately  replace  the  dollar  as 
the  world’s  major  currency.  Maybe, 
but  before  flat  it  will  hopefully 
shine  as  proof  that  politicians  and 
bureaucrats,  better  known  for  wag¬ 
ing  wars  and  piling  up  red  tape  can 
also  generate  an  ambitious,  inven¬ 
tive  and  daring  scheme,  transform¬ 
ing  former  enemies  into  bedfellows.  - 

With  reporting  by  David  Zev  * 
Harris 
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EveryJewish  kid  who’s  grown 
up  in  America  knows  the 
feeling  of  being  left  out  at 
Christmastime.  The  Santas,  ifte  car- 
si  ols,  the  Christmas  tree  blazing  with 
*  lights  they’re  not  for  you. 
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— ’•s'Kl  Lighting  the  hanukkia  and  maybe 
, O' — .  ’  playing  a  little  dreidej  pales  in  com- 
.  .*  pansoQ  to  what  has  become  a  six- 

O.,  O  week,  all-out  holiday  blitz  for  the 

majority.  aon-Jewisb  population, 
''••■•v.r  -  Today,  the  Jewish  Museum  of 

O  ^  C  530  Prancisco  strikes  back  when  it 

0{Kns  “Altemativitv:  The  Other 
Side  of  Christmas,"  featuring  15 
artists’  interpretations  of  feeling 
.marginalized  on  Jesus’s  birthday. 

•  “Every  year,  the  museum  is  open 
^n  Christmas,  with  strolling 
Idezmer  musicians  and  our  regular 
'  ^  •  *  'd&ixSm  exhibit,  but  usually  our  focus  is 

i'J  helping  people  escape  Christmas" 

.  .  y--,  says  Barbara  Gar  Reichman,  who 

V;  .  ;  •  ^  curated  “Aitemanvity." 

f-Vi;r>. -.J."  O i.n^\  “This  is  the  first  year  we’re  hav- 

.  V-!  Ci|  mg  a  show  that  directly  addresses 
;t,;  '\J\ ..  the  issue.  Dealing  with  Christmas  is 

-  .v  1  I  -  .^V  P3^  of  the  reality  of  being  Jewish  in 

Cc'-'-V^iv^ "7  America.” 

.tC-  .l  -’i'- J :  n  Most,  but  not  all,  of  the  artists 

featured  m  the  show  are  Jewish. 
fU-  .  *'V\-44  Several  are  non-Jews  who  fed 

rjr:  alienated  by  the  crass  materialism 

-■  that  has  overtaken  the  holiday’s 

-.V  %  :»jj=7.  spiritual  essence. 

r-.\  i&jSj  "The  Jewish  ouisidedness  Lsobvi- 

j  /  V;v: "  , .  ?.?%%  *3  ousT  Reichman  say  s.  "But  for  non- 

z  V'VX;^  Jews  family  issues,  commercialism, 

•  r.i.  'f  x.  'l/lt’  f  and  other  things  can  make  people 

4‘C*r  f'  feel  lonely  at  Christmas." 

f-  v  7S?  Still,  it  is  the  Jewish  artists’  works 

iy-j-4  ’  that  hit  home  with  greater  poignan- 

cy,  perhaps  because  their  maiginal- 
\»J  ization  is  more  distinct,  or  peihaps 

:  ^  v  v  because  so  much  of  what  they  show 

. deals  with  hurtful  memories  from. 

-  *■  C 

<t* - M  “It’s  much  harder  when  you’re  a 

’Bad."  says  San  Francisco  artist 
'Barbara  Mann,  who  has  one  piece 
in  the  exhibition.  Mann,  who  grew 
up  in  a  predominantly  Catholic 
neighborhood  in  South  Orange. 

'  -  New  Jersey,  in  the  late  ’60s  Md 

’  70s,  remembers  making  Christmas 
ornaments  and  singing  carols  in  her 
- '  -  elementary  school. 

"On  one  hand,  I  felt  excluded,” 
she  recalls.  “On  the  other  hand, 
while  1  envied  them  their  joyous 
celebration,  I  resenred  having  to 
participate  in  Christmas  at  school. 
Having  them  throw  in  the  dreidel 
song  was  no  compensation." 

.  Mann  says  her  parents  were 
always  “very  01631"  that  Christmas 
. .-.  was  not  their  holiday.  On 
.  December  25,  they’d  plan  a  family 
■  -  day  -  going  to  the  movies  and  play- 

_■  y  ing  games  to  lessen  the  impart.  But 
- .  j.  Mann  still  has  vivid  memories  of 
.  walking  past  department-store  win¬ 

dows  in  New  York  City  as  a  child  - 
JV^cy’s,  Saks,  Lord,  and  Taylor  - 
:  •  ,a>pd  feeling  awkward,  even 

incensed,  at  the  opulent  holiday 
window  displays. 

That’s  the  memory  she  chose  to 
recreate  in  “Looking  In,”  a  triptych 


‘Babes  in  Goyland’ 

Dealing  with  Christmas  is  part  of  the  reality  of  being 
Jewish  in  America.  Sue  Fishkoff  views  an  unusual 
exhibit  at  San  Francisco’s  Jewish  Museum 
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ACROSS 

1  Californian  banker 
makes  entreaty  after 
Eucharist  (101 
6  Crack  shot  (4) 

- 10  Carol  may  not  embrace 
Henry  (5) 

11  Apply  oneself  anew  to 
study  costume  (9) 

12  Quickly  produced  two 
slices  of  meat  t4-4) 

13  A  multitude  returning 
from  Indian  state  (5; 

15  Works  to  disclose 
division  of  unknown 
quantity  (7) 

17  A  famous  writer?  The 
devil  it  is!  (7) 

19  Essay  about  ancient 
drama  (7) 

21  Left-wing  video  exposes 
excessive  formality  (3.4) 
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An  ‘anti-Christmas’  card  Alison  Kaiser  made  features  a  cutout  photograph  of  herself  and  a  young 
cousin  as  children,  sitting  on  Santa’s  lap,  looking  decidedly  grumpy. 


featuring  three  photomontages  of  margin. 

Mann  peering  into  the  festively-  “My  concept 
decorated  windows  of  Saks  and  my  image  refla 
Macy’s  in  San  Francisco  this  holi-  to’  show  there' 
day  season.  *  t^roeqiiiinysel 

In  one  photo,  her  sad  reflection  ence,”  she  says. 

k.„ins>Af -Vi(¥  4  uilli-  Cant.  Pfm,.  Air-  r ■ 


margin.  tographed  myself." 

“My  concept  was  a  self-portrait. 

my  image  reflected  in  the  window.  SEVERAL  of  the  works  in  this 
to  show  there's  always  a  barrier  exhibit  are  playful,  treating  the 
t*Qmve^nts jflyself  -  aad  iJjfef.eagHgi-  iheme'afmaiginali^on>ithz«sty 


Kokin,  said:  “Now,  what  is  it  I  just 
heard  about  Jews?  Oh  yeah.  1  was 
watching  a  TV  series  on  Jews.  It 
was  about  a  Jew  who  killed  a  lot  of 
people.  Wait  a  minute,  now  that  I 
think  about  it,  he  was  really  a  Nazi 
pretending  io  be  a  Jew.  Anyway,  it 
was  about  Jews.” 

The  deck  waves  Kokin  happily 
on  her  way  with  a  “Merry  I  mean. 
Happy  New  Year!” 

“Being  a  Jew  in  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son  is  like  having  PMS  for  two 
months  straight,”  Kokin  grumbles 
in  the  artist’s  statement  that  hangs 
next  to  her  work.  “Usually  my 
stomach  tightens  up  die  first  time  1 
hear  the  Musak  version  of  ‘Joy  to 
the  World' m  Walgreen's.  I  plod 
around  with  a  scowl  on  my  face, 
just  waiting  for  the  first  innocent 
unsuspecting  Christian  to  wish  me 
a  ‘Merry  Christmas.’  ” 

The  centeipiece  of 
“AJtemativity”  is  “Talking  Tents,” 
an  interactive  video  installation  by 
Jeffrey  Winter  and  Jose  Jose  G.  of 
Please  Louise  Productions/Museo 
Contempo.  The  pair  interviewed 
San  Francisco-area  Jews  about  their 
memories  of  and  feelings  about 
Christmas.  TTie  edited  interviews 
will  be  shown  continuously  on  a 
large  white  wall  in  the  center  of  the 
exhibition. 

In  addition,  at  the  show's  opening 
on  Christmas  Day,  Winter  and  G. 
will  conduct  on-the-spot  interviews 
with  visitors  about  their  Christmas 
experiences  for  a  live  feed  that  will 
be  broadcast  onto  the  central  wall 
and  on  several  TV  screens. 

WINTER  says  he  was  most 
intrigued  by  the  interviews  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  kids  in  Temple 
Emmanuel's  fifth-grade  Hebrew 
Sunday  school  class.  He  was 
shocked  to  find  that  nearly  all  the 
children  were  from  intermarried 
families. 

*T  knew  when  I  moved  to  the  Bay 
Area  from  New  York  that  the 
Jewish  community  here  was  very 
assimilated  -  but  80  to  90  percent?” 
he  says.  “But  all  these  kids  were 
sent  to  Hebrew  school." 

And  rather  than  feeling  left  out  at 
Christmas,  as  Winter  did  when  he 
was  a  bciy,  these  kids  feel  they  have 
the  best  of  both  worlds:  They  get  to 
celebrate  Christinas  and  Hanukka. 
“They  don't  feel  it  as  a  conflict,”  he 
says. 

Both  Mann  and  Winter  say  this  is 
the  first  time  they've  worked  with  a 
Jewish  theme  in  their  ait  They  both 
foil  the  impact  strongly. 

“I  found  it  a  very  cathartic  pro¬ 
ject  It  gave  me  a  focal  point  for  the 
emotions  I  feel  at  this  time  of  year” 
Maim  says. 

Tm  not  religious,  bur  my  Jewish 


bounces  'off  a  jolly  Santa  Claus  dis¬ 
play.  while  a  small  green  carton 
labeled  “Gucci  Envy”  is  captured 
fortuitously  in  the  frame’s  lower 


22  Urge  to  see  one’s  break¬ 
fast  cooking?  (3,2) 

24  Use  a  filter  again  to 
check  (8) 

27  How  to  apply  cosmetic 
varnish  pronto  (2.3,4) 

28  A  couple  need  support  (5) 

29  Some  pupils  work  in¬ 
dustriously  in  class  (4J 

30  One-metre  gable  causes 
an  obstruction  (10) 

DOWN 

1  Fire  and  plunder  (4) 

2  Take  steps  to  provide 
tea  for  three  (3-3-3) 

3  Make  trouble  after 
current  set-back  (3,2) 

4  Secular  novice  in  crude 
accommodation  (7) 

5  Tory  leader  criticised  for 
being  outmanoeuvred  (7) 

7  Seen  to  be  upset  about 


pait'dfSOiflg'tffiS  pro¬ 
ject  was  standing  outside  Macy’s 
and  Saks  and  having  them  pipe 
Christmas  music  out  at  me  as  I  pho- 


many  basic 
meats  (n> 


require- 
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8  Expert  ex-teacher  (4.6) 

9  Given  credit  for  having 
made  headway  (8) 

14  Out  of  trouble  whilst 
sailing  past  south  west 
Holland  (3.3.4) 

16  A  bloomer  no  dealer 
made  (8) 

18  I  created  a  disturbance 
to  cause  destruction  (9) 

20  CID  to  carry  weapons 
on  board  ship  (4-3) 

21  Determination  to  find 
another  answer  (7) 

23  Managed  to  travel  over 
lOOmph  (3,2) 

25  Butler  and  bishop 
meet  one  religious 
leader  (5) 

26  Beat  the  unbeatable  (4) 
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Yesterday’s  Quick  Solution 
ACROSS:  1  Cannibal  7  Aisle.  S 
Boomerang.  9  Ilk,  10  Troy.  31  Bi¬ 
onic.  IS  Doj  iey.  14  Astnte.  17 
Pallor.  IS  Acid,  20  Emu,  20  Ostra¬ 
cise,  S3  Union.  34  Tribunal 
DOWN:  1  Cabot,  2  Neology,  3 
Item.  4  Adagio,  $  Aspic,  6  Leak¬ 
age,  7  Agonise,  12  Sea  lion,  13 
Doleful,  15  Unction,  16  Pouter,  17 
Punic,  19  DweE.  21  Barb. 


theme of  marginaEzaiion.witlrzesiy  "feelings  really"  come  heirpe  once  a 
.humor.  In  "“Oy-'to  the  .'World  y'ear.'There'srny  ah^sr'at  the  cbm- 
YSeasonal  Stockings'  Tor  ’  Jews),”  merciafism,  arid  my  realization  that 
Rhonda  Liebennan.  stuffs  four  red,  I  always  come  back  to  my  Jewish 
ermine-trimmed  Christmas  stock-  roots." 

iogs  with  chocolate  Hanukka  gelt.  Last  year.  Winter  participated  in  a 
The  names  of  each  member  of  this  similar  project  about  feelings  of 
typical  Jewisb-American  family  are  marginalization  at  Christmas,  titled 
emblazoned  in  glitter  on  his  or  her  “Homo  for  the  Holidays,”  about 
stocking:  Shlomo.  Rivka,  Chaim  being  homosexual  and  single  at  a 
and  Tiffany.  time  of  year  devoted  to  family 

AJison  Kaiser  displays  some  of  togetherness, 
the  “anti-Christmas"  cards  she's  “A  lot  of  the  issues  are  the  same," 
made  and  sent  to  he  insists, 

her  friends  over  TBoth  are  about 

the  past  15  years.  ‘Being  a  Jew  alienation  at  a 

One  features  a  _  time  of  year 

cutout  photo-  in  the  holiday  when  you’re 

graph  of  herself  .  not  supposed  to 

and  a  young  Season  IS  feel  that  way." 

cousin  as  did-  ...  .  .  He  learned 

chen,  sitting  on  *,K©  naving  raorc  fTOm  ftjs 

Santa's  lap.  look-  Mae  year’s  exhibit, 

ing  decidedly  PMo  TOT  TWO  he  says. 

T^abei  in  months  straight’  ^ 

Goyland,”  artist  _  artist  °^ten  a^out 

Lisa  Kokin  identity  as  a 

chronicles  in  a  Lisa  ivoKin  Jew  than  as  a 

series  of  ironic  -  homosexual. 

collages  the  day  But,  he  notes, 

she  was  asked  to  repair  a  broken  he’s  never  feh  as  Jewish  as  in  the 

creche  scene  by  the  nun  who  head-  seven  years  since  he  moved  to 
ed  the  retirement  home  where  she  California  from  New  York, 
taught  art  “In  New  York,  you’re  surrounded 

Calling  herself  a  “Shabbes  goy  in  by  Jews,  so  you  don’t  feel  it  as 
reverse,”  she  recalls  that  “the  irony  much.”  he  says.  “In  California,  with 
of  the  situation  was  more  than  I  the  conspicuous  lack  of  Jews,  I  feel 
could  bear.  The  sister  offered  me  more  Jewish.” 
money  for  my  efforts,  but  1  refused.  Mann  contrasts  the  alienation  she 
hoping  to  chalk  up  some  mitzva  continues  to  feel  as  an  adult,  sub¬ 
points  that  might  come  in  bandy  in  jected  to  the  relentless  commerrial- 
the  future."  ism  and  forced  gaiety  of  the 

In  a  second  piece,  Kokin's  humor  American  Christmas  season,  with 
becomes  darker.  In  words  scrawled  the  complete  absence  of  Christmas 
on  a  roll  of  paper  banging  down  she  experienced  one  year  when  she 
from  an  old-fashioned  laundry  visited  her  brother,  who  lives  in 
wringer,  she  relates  the  story  of  a  Nahariya. 

well-meaning  but  ignorant  store  “It  was  very  strange,  not  having  it 
clerk  who,  trying  to  recover  from  a  all  around  you”  she  says.  “Kind  of 
botched  Christmas  greeting  to  nice." 


her  friends  over 

the  past  15  years.  ‘Being 

One  features  a 

cutout  photo-  in  the  1 

graph  of  herself 
and  a  young  season 

cousin  as  chti-  ...  _ 

chren,  sitting  on  IlKe  nai 

Santa's  lap,  look-  Mae  f#. 

ing  decidedly  TO 

T'Lbes  in  m0n*»« 

Goyland,”  artist 
Lisa  Kokin 
chronicles  in  a 

series  of  ironic  - 

collages  the  day 
she  was  asked  to  repair  a  broken 
creche  scene  by  the  nun  who  head¬ 
ed  the  retirement  home  where  she 
taught  art 

Calling  herself  a  “Shabbes  goy  in 
reverse,”  she  recalls  that  “the  irony 
of  the  situation  was  more  than  I 
could  bear.  The  sister  offered  me 
money  for  my  efforts,  but  1  refused, 
hoping  to  chalk  up  some  mitzva 
points  that  might  come  in  bandy  in 
the  future." 

In  a  second  piece,  Kokin's  humor 
becomes  darker.  In  words  scrawled 
on  a  roll  of  paper  banging  down 
from  an  old-fashioned  laundry 
wringer,  she  relates  the  story  of  a 
well-meaning  but  ignorant  store 
clerk  who,  trying  to  recover  from  a 
botched  Christmas  greeting  to 


‘Being  a  Jew 
in  the  holiday 
season  is 
like  having 
PMS  for  two 
months  straight9 

-  artist 
Lisa  Kokin 
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QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1  Male  title  (6) 

4  Harsh  noise  (5) 

8  Diving  bird  f5) 

9  Unvarying  (7) 

10  Dressed  (7) 

II. .Nimble  (4) 

12  Tree  f3) 

14  Dry  (of  wine)  (4) 

15  Muslim  prayer- 
leader  (4J 

18  Flow  back  (3) 

21  Spot  (4) 

23  Speech  (7) 

25  Deadlock  (7) 

26  0ftheear(5) 

27  Stockpile  (5) 

28  Catapults  (6) 


DOWN 

1  Hungarian  (6) 

2  Refuge  (7) 

3  Curse  (8) 

4  Enticement  (4) 

5  Dwelling-place  (5) 

6  Hostiliry  (6) 

7  Rubicund  (5) 

13  Unexpected 

gain  (8) 

16  Vitamin  Bi  (7) 

17  Acme  (6) 

19  Jewish  bread 
roll  (5) 

20  Sacred  songs  (6) 

22 - New  Guinea 

(5) 

24  Exploited  (4) 


*©  Telegraph  Group  Limited,  Loadon  1998* 


.  fgi  Ministry  of  Health 

Spokesperson’s^ pffice’ 

The  Committee  for  the  Determination 
of  Responsibility  for  Injuries  Sustained 
from  Medical  Treatment 

Further  to  a  decision  reached  by  the  Committee,  headed  by  Judge 
Dr.  Gabriel  Wing,  a  working  paper  will  be  published,  consisting  of 
a  draft  of  the  report  to  be  submitted  by  the  Committee.  The  Committee 
win  summarize  the  report  submitted,  once  response  from  the  public 1 
has  been  received.  ! 

Responses  may  be  submitted  in  writing  no  later  than  Sunday, 
March  18, 1999-Nisan  1, 5759  to  the  Committee  Coordinator, 

M.  Hibner-Harel,  Att,  Legal  Adviser  tor  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

2  Ben  Tabai  St,  Jerusalem. 

The  working  paper  can  be  obtained  from  the  Legal  Adviser's  Office 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  2  Ben  Tabai  St,  Jerusalem. 

Tel:  02-670-5885.  £ 

i 

The  working  paper  also  appears  on  our  web  site:  ,J 

www.health.gov.il/dh/  s 
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At  his  annual  reception  to 
celebrate  Hanukka, 

Ramadan  and  Christmas. 
Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehod  Otmert 
went  in  search  of  a  modern-day 
miracle  as  he  urged  Jewish. 
Moslem  and  Christian  spiritual 
leaders  to  make  enormous  efforts 
to  create  the  psychological  and 
emotional  environment  that 
w  o  u  I  d 
make  the 
city  a  more 
friendly 
place  for 
residents 
and  visi¬ 
tors.  Olmert 
called  for  a 
greater 
understand¬ 
ing  and  tol¬ 
erance  “that 
will  allow 

all  of  us  to  SMIon:  smoke  wil 
dream  our  Tichon:  didn't  spi 
own  dreams 
in  mutual  respect.” 


Shilon:  smoke  without  fire 
Tichon:  didn't  speak J  • 


WHEN  Raya  Jaglom.  president 
of  the  Israeli  Friends  of  Tel  Aviv 
University,  planned  a  Hanukka 
party  in  honor  of  TAU's 
International  Forum,  she  had  no 
idea  it  would  coincide  with  what 
might  have  accelerated  into  Gulf 
Warll. 

Among  those  in  attendance 
were  former  prime  minister 
Yitzhak  Shamir,  who  was  in 
office  during  the  Gulf  War.  for¬ 
mer  Israel  ambassador  to  the  UN 
Gad  Ya’acobi.  and  Shamir’s  for¬ 
mer  bureau  chief,  Avi  Pazner, 
who  recently  completed  his  tour 
of  duty  as  Israel’s  ambassador  to 
France  to  take  up  the  position  of 
world  chairman  of  Keren 
Hayesod.  While  other  guests 
adjourned  to  partake  of  the 
smoked  salmon  and  other  delica¬ 
cies,  the  three  huddled  on  a  couch 
in  Jaglom's  elegant  living  room  to 
shmooze  about  past  crises. 

ONE  could  hardly  ask  one’s  neigh¬ 
bors  to  stop  smoking,  since  the  big 
smoke  was  precisely  the  reason 
they  were  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Hilton  - 
for  the 

fourth  fes-  _ _ 

tive  dinner  •. 

of  the  Cigar  .£■-  * 

Smokers  /?£"■' . 

Club,  spon-  yum .  ’~iUf 

«>ref1!  .by 

Devidasctg-  las-'- •  .-.jSSL 
ars.  There  : 


Peres:  'chosen, 
not  frozen’ 


were  more 

women  V  'jm  '  \ 

guests  than 

on  previous 

occasions, 

among  them 

television  Peres:  ’chosen, 
personality  not  frozen’ 

M  e  r  a  v 

Michaeli  and  international  fash¬ 
ion-show  organizer  Shalva  Ben- 
Gal.  Candid  Camera  host  Yigal 
Shilon,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
club,  put  in  a  late  appearance,  as 
did  Dr.  Ahmed  Tibi,  adviser  to 
Palestinian  Authority  chief  Yasser 
ArafaL  Attorney  Moshe  Ritberg 
got  more  than  a  pocketful  of  free 
cigars.  He  also  won  the  free  trip  to 
Cuba  donated  by  Fabian  Swirsky 
of  GSA  Airlines. 

WHAT  do  politics  have  to  do 
with  culture?  Plenty,  it  seems,  if 
you're  a  Knesset  Speaker  with 
Likud  membership.  Home  from 
their  visit  to  Poland.  Knesset 
Speaker  Dan  Tichon  and  his 
wife,  Ludmilla,  were  among  the 
guests  u'ho  runted  up  to  the  Israel 
Museum’s  high-voltage  NIS 
1 ,000-a-pIate  dinner  at  the 
Reading  Power  Station  near  Sde 
Dov  in  Tel  Aviv.  Tichon  was  slat¬ 
ed  to  deliver  greetings  -  but  when 
he  saw  that  former  chief  of  staff 
and  budding  politician  Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak  and  his  wife. 
Tali,  were  there  too,  he  wanted  un 


3  assurance  that  Shahak  would  not 
.,  be  asked  to  speak  as  well. 

Organizers  said  Shahak  was  not 
t  scheduled  to  speak,  but  they 
i  could  not  guarantee  that  emcee 
.  Dan  Shilon  would  not  invite  him 
J  on  stage.  That  wasn’t  good 
s  enough  for  Tichon,  who  left  with- 
1  out  taking  his  turn  at  the  micro- 
t  phone. 

Among 
those  who 
were  called 
upon  were 
Israel 
Electric 
Corporation 
z  president 
|  Rafi  Peled, 
3  who  had 
“  donated  the 
i  use  of  the 
_ -  premises. 

Israel 

rthout  fire  Museum 

peak"  director 

James 
Snyder  and  Yehuda  Raveh, 
chairman  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Israel  Museum,  who  was  accom¬ 
panied  to  the  affair  not  only  by 
i  his  wife,  Tami,  but  by  iheir 
daughters  Shlrli,  Tali  and  Gili. 
i  Despite  his  absence,  museum 
founder  and  former  Jerusalem 
mayor  Teddy  Kollek  was  given  a 
loud  and  lengthy  round  of 
applause.  Tel  Aviv  Mayor  Ron 
Huldai  lit  the  Hanukka  candles 
and  pronounced  the  blessings. 

HULDAI  later  moved  on  to  the 
home  of  journalist  and  socialite 
Mira  Avrech.  where,  for  the  10th 
consecutive  year,  the  Hanukka 
candles  were  lit  by  Ashkenazi 
Chief  Rabbi  Yisrael  Meir  Lau. 
The  numerous  diplomats  who  had 
gathered  for  the  occasion  laughed 
heartily  when  former  prime  minis¬ 
ter  Shimon  Peres  recounted  that 
during  a  visit  to  Iceland,  the  prime 
minister  of  that  country  had  said  to 
him:  “You  are  the  chosen  people, 
but  we  are  ihe  frozen  people.”  In  a 
slightly  more  somber  mood.  Peres 
observed  that  Israel  has  now  taken 
on  the  frozen  identity:  “We  have  a 
frozen  economy,  a  frozen 
budget,  a  frozen  peace  process,  u 
frozen  Wye  Plantation  agreement 
and  a  frozen  government,”  he  said. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
evening  was  the  rendering  of 
“Maoz  Tzur"  by  Bank  of  Israel 
governor  Jacob  Frenkel. 

I  KNOWN  far  and  wide  for  his  bar 
\4  mitzva  ceremonies  at  the 
|  Western  Wall  -  primarily  for 
■2  Americans  celebrating  this  spe- 
~  cial  occasion  in  their  lives  in 
-  Israel  -  Rabbi  Jay  Karzen  and 
his  wife.  Ruby,  this  week  had  a 
bar  mitzva  celebration  of  their 
own  -  the  13th  anniversary  of 
their  aliya.  Gazina  out  at  some 
170  of  their  relatives  and  friends, 
most  of  whom  they  met  only 
after  coming  to  live  here.  Ruby 
Karzen.  a  former  president  of  the 
Jerusalem  branch  of  the 
Association  of  Americans  and 
Canadians  in  Israel,  said;  "From 
here,  this  looks  like  an  AACI 
convention” 

“Everyone  celebrates  birthdays 
and  almost  everyone  celebrates 
anniversaries,”  added  her  hus¬ 
band.  “so  why  not  celebrate  aliya 
day?” 

When  the  Karzens  left  Chicago 
in  December  19S5.  they  had  nei¬ 
ther  pensions  nor  jobs.  But  they 
have  not  been  idle  since  they  got 
here.  Aside  from  numerous  vol¬ 
unteer  activities,  she  has  been 
working  as  an  interior  decorator 
while  he,  when  not  conducting 
bar  mitzva  ceremonies,  sells  bur¬ 
ial  plots. 

It's  a  happy  period  altogether 
for  the  couple,  who  are  also  cele¬ 
brating  their  42nd  wedding 
anniversary,  his  birthday  and  the 
publication  of  his  book  Off  the 
Wall. 
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GALILEE 


HES  AMMN  Kibbutz  Hotel  -This  uniquely  European  wBage  In  foe  Gaflee,  offers  Hostel, 
Hotel  and  apartment  sftuated  in  beaidful  botanical  gardens.  Delicious  kosher  food.  Book 
one  of  our  "Classical  weekend  musical  packages'!  Teh  04-995  0099,  Fax:  04-995  0098. 


GAULEE -UPPER 


KIBBUTZ  HOTEL  KFAR  GJLADJ  - 180  atoconditianed  rooms,  a9  with  shower,  bath, 
telephone,  radio,  and  TV,  kosher  cuisine,  outdoor  &  indoor  heated  swhuning  pools, 
sport  &  health  dub.  Tet  06-690  0000,  Fax:  06690  0069. 


AlR-CCTCmONH)  ROOMS,  near  the  sources  of  the  Jordan,  and  the  Golan  Heights. 
Tel:  06-694  3012,  Fax:  052-828  400.  Tel:  06-694  1274,  Fax:  052-825  84. 
Tel:  06-694  4767.  Fax;  052-817  719. 


GOLAN  HEIGHTS 


MOTEL  GOLSHE  HAHERMON  -  Sagron  Family  Neve  Athr  -  06-698  1531, 
050-246  54a  The  closest  place  to  foe  ski  resort,  with  aD  conveniences,  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  fufl  Israeli  breakfast  Special  package  deal  during  foe  ski  season. 


JERUSALEM 


ADDAR  SUITE  HOTEL  -  New  faxurious  sidta  hotel,  located  in  foe  heart  of  Jerusalem. 
Each  suite  has  its  own  balcony,  satellite  television,  two  telephone  extensions, 
equipped  kitchenette,  Jacuzzi  bathroom.  Tel:  02-6263111  Fax:  02-6260791 


ALON  HOLIDAY  APARTMENTS  -  new  5  star  studios,  In  the  very  center  of 
Jerusalem,  air  conditioned,  kitchenette,  private  telephone,  top  design,  completely 
refurbished.  Tel:  Q262S6002,  Fax:  02-625-000&  E-maifc  aton«o-nivxom 


LEV  YERUSHAUYIM  HOTEL-  centraHy  located  on  King  George  Street  suites 
available  one  or  2  bedrooms  plus  Dvtng  room,  kitchenette,  dining  area  sleeps  up  to 
six  very  competitive  rates  Glatt  Kosher  restaurants  health  dub  sauna  &  Jacuzzi  Tet 
026861891  or  571-1866,  Far  02-5084372,  e-maft  kapfanyoOmtemetzahavL  net 


MOUNT  ZION  HOTEL -next  to  Old  City;  famiy  plan;  Restaixants,  Coffeeshop,  Bar. 
HeaRhdub;  al  large  Citadel  rms  face  Old  City  - WOVW  Internet  wwwmouitdarLCoJ 
Tel:  02-568  9555,  Fax:  02-673 1425,  e-mail:  hotefOmountzioiLcaJ 


TIMES  SQUARE  RESIDENCE  -  On  Jabotinsky  Street,  near  foe  major  hotels. 
Luxurious  apartments,  2  and  5  rooms,  fully  eqiipped,  kosher  kitchens. 

Tet  02-561-1236,  Far  02-561-1235 


RAMOT  2.  PRIVATE.  Pleasant  fatty  famished  2-roam  apatment  w/garden.  (Linens 
provided).  Country  setting.  Magnificent  forest  view.  Convenient  transportation. 
Affordable  daily Aveekty  price.  Tet  02-586  5573,  e-maifc  rosieOshanLnet 


JORDAN  VALLEY 


AHKEI NOFESH  KIBBUTZ  AF1NM  -  Vacation  apartments  &  rooms.  Kosher  cuisine. 
3  minutes  from  the  Khmeret  Special  offer  for  November  Sun-Thurs:  95  NIS. 
Weekend;  120  NIS.  Prices  per  person  per  room  Tel:  06-6754150/1  Fax:  06-6754151 


NETANYA 


MBZPE  YAM  HOTEL  -  situated  on  foe  Medtaranean.  35  rooms  all  with  baths,  toilets,  alr- 
condripned,  telephone,  TV,  video  &  radio m  everyrribm,  d&firg^dom,  ko^rer,  mtinfateT 
bar,  elevator,  sun  terrace  on  foe  roof,  paridng.Tamily  atmosphere.' Tel/Farc  09-862  3730. 


SDOT  YAM -CAESAREA 


KEF  YAM  -  Mediterranean  Tourism  offers  a  dream  vacation  which  includes:  Hofiday 
apts.,  private  beach,  glass  bottom  boat  archaeology,  tornado  boat  Call  for 
reservations:  06-6364444/70,  Far  06-6362211.  wwwJcef-yamxoJ 


TEL  AVIV 


LAGUR  BA’IR  luxurious  apartments  in  foe  cents’ of  Tel  Aviv  near  Dizengoff  Center. 
Studio  apartments  for  2-3  people  including  a  kitchenette,  air-conditioning  &  cable 
TV.  138  Dizengoff  St,  Tel  Aviv  Tet  03-527  2586  Fax:03-5247033 


TIBERIAS 


SCOTTISH  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Centre  of  Tiberias.  Historic  and  beautiful  buildings 
in  lovely  gardens.  All  rooms  private  faculties  and  air  conditioning.  Special  rates 
during  December  &  January.  Tel:  06-6723769,  Fax:  06-6790145 


ZICHRON  YA'ACOV 


BEIT  MAI  MON -A  small  famBy-nm  hotel.  All  rooms  air-conditioned  with  telephone 
&  TV.  Its  famous  Casa  Barone  restaurant  serves  home-cooked  meals  on  the 
picaresque  terTace.  Roc 06-839  6547, Ttefc  06-629  0390,  e-mai:  mairnonCpobaxxom 
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DEAD  SEA 


NIRVANA  -  Ml  rooms  overlooking  the  Dead  Sea.  Private  beach,  stylish  and  intimate 
hearth  dub.  Spa  treatments  include  Mud  Wraps.  Massages,  Thalassotherapy,  Beauty 
treatments.  TbU  G7-658  4626. 


Whufu  iy  Bui 


JERUSALEM 


DARNA- Authentic  Moroccan  Restairant,  KOSHER.  Our  home  is  your  home.  Business 
lunch;  salads,  couscous,  dessert,  traditional  mint  lea.  Only  NtS  69  with  this  ad.  Open  12.-00 
-3:00  pin.,  630-11:30  pjn.  3  Horkanos  SL  Teh  02-624  5406. 


NORMAN'S  STEAK1  N  BURGBt  -  Freshest  burgers,  steaks,  rfos.  chicken,  fish,  salads  and 
more,  grilled  to  perfection.  American  styte  food  and  service.  Kosher  Jerusalem  Rabbinate. 
27EmekRefaim,  German  Colony.  Teh  02-566  6603. 


THE  PIE  SHOP  -TEA  &  PIE,  DONT  PASS  ME  by,  kosher,  sweet  &  savotxy  pies,  dairy 
menu;  soups,  salads,  toasts,  spedafty  dinks.  Open  1130  aja-12  midnight  9  ’feel  Solomon 
(back  yard).  Tet  02-624  8712 


RESTAURANT  MISHKENOT  SHAANANIM  -  Superb  French  cuisine  for  lurch  &  dinner,  7 
days  a  week.  Outstanding  wine  cellar,  elegant  setting  -  spectacular  view  -  private  room. 
Located  in  Yfemin  Moshe  (below  the  Guest  House).  Ttefc  02-625 1042. 


RIENZ1-  Candle  fight  dtolng  in  an  elegant  decor.  Fresh  fish  and  home-made  pasta.  Kosher 
Umehadrin  -  Dairy.  Business  fanch  from  NIS  39. 10  King  David  St  (Opp  New  Hilton  Hotel). 
Open  SaL  Nites.  Tel:  02622  2312. 


WHERETO  STAY 


WFRn?RFNTACARm  WHERE  IU  RENT  A  CAR  J 


f  Eilat 

RED  MOUNTAIN  HOTEL 

Nisl30per  peon  per  agfaacL  taetiast 

*  Luxurious  rooms 

*  T.V  and  video 

*  Personal  safes 

*  Mini  bar 

*  Heated  swimming  pool 

*  Exercise  room 


AVIS  -life  try  harder 

Tel  Aviv  03-527 1752 
Ben  Gurion  Airport  03-977  3200 
Jerusalem  02-6249001 
USA  201-816-8157 

London  44-181-8486733 


ARROWWOOD  NTERNATIONAL- world  footers  in  timeshare  resales,  1999  specials 
now  released,  red  gold  crown  week  for  less  than  2000  dollars  (US). 
Phone  Sotty  or  Sharon  at  09-7415356, 053672111. 


CLUB  SALE -  for  puchasafeate/rental  of  hofiday  WBeks  in  all  time-shalng  cfab/hotete 
-  Israel  and  woridwfdel  Tfefc  09682  8064, 052-991 645. 


COMPETITIVELY  PRICED  APARTMENTS  in  EBat,  Tiberias  &  Jerusalem!  If  you 
wait  to  sett,  pixchase,  or  rent  your  one  stop  address  is  MAZTRAP  Center  -  tthudft. 
Tel:  08-934  9601,  Fax:  08-934  9602. 


Bud  '& 


AU.  OVER  THE  COUNTRY _ ^ 

-RoomsinJeru8dem,TBl  Aviv,  Hat +30  KfobutzB/B-Oir  selection: 

[  Yron,  Massada,  Afamot,  War  Rrfoin,  Megiddo  (North),  Bachan,  Negba  (Coast),  Kferamm, 
l  Gvulot  Bn  Ybhav,  Blot  (Negev)  Tel:  07-656  5422, 052-713  630;  Far  07-656  5135. 


GALILEE 


GAUL  B  &  B  -  Couitry  lodgings  with  kitchenette,  beautiful,  comfortable  and  spacious. 
Suitable  also  for  large  families.  Great  location  in  heart  of  natural  oak  forest  Near 
tourist  attractions.  Open  year  around.  Ttal/Fax:  04-906  6412, 051-556  880. 


GAULEE- KFAR  YUVAL 


ORNA’S  CORNER  B  &  B  -  In  a  delightful  moshav  dose  to  natural  springs,  Golan 
Heights  aid  Mount  Heimon.  Lovely  cabin  suites.  Completely  finished,  very  peaceful, 
warm  hospitality.  Tel:  06-694  0007. 


JERUSALEM 


ARCADIA  HOTEL  -  Small  family  hotel,  located  in  the  heart  of  Jerusalem.  Minutes 
away  from  old  city.  Clean  and  tidy  rooms.  Reasonable  rates.  Tel:  02-622 1998, 
Fax:  02-622 1858. 


LITTLE  HOUSE  IN  THE  COLONY  -The  smallest  hotel  In  Jerusalem!  16  ax-conditioned 
rooms,  in  foe  heart  of  the  German  Colony,  peaceful  street  Double  rooms  $5SYB9.  Singles 
$38/59: Tfet  02463 7641,  Fmc 02488  7646,  e-mail:  mafanMnatHWon  net! 


TEL  AVIV 


THE  GORDON  MN  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Near  Tet  Aviv  beachfront  A  clean,  comfortable 
alternative  to  expensive  hotels.  Fully  air-conditioned.  Stogie  rooms  from  USS41 .00.  Tel: 
03-5238239;  Rare  03-523  7419;  wwvtpsLcoJ/gonton-ton,  E-mat  MeepjnMntKneU 


jJuliihiy-  xteJJiiite  fri  frfrfrsj 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY 


GOOD  MORNMG  JERUSALB4  Shortterm  rooms  and  apartments,  famished,  al  sizes. 
Low  prices.  Tel:  02-623  3459,  Fax:  02-625  9330,  e-mail:  gmjerOnetvbiofuieLil 
Mtp^/wwwjccoiwnodationxoJ 


BEST  QUALITY  AND  CHEAPEST  short  term  holiday  rentals  to  Netanya,  Ra’anana, 
Kfar  Saba,  Herzliya,  Tel  Aviv,  Jerusalem,  etc.  Tel/Fax:  09-8352116  e-mail: 
gaffianSnetvisiofUietj 


JERUSALEM 


NEWLY  RENOVATED  short-term  suites  &  apartment  Mly  famished  prime  locations 
up  to  7  beds.  Tefc  03-523  0080;  Faoc  03622  8129;  e-maifc  on  iegattvOtoteftnetn 


NETANYA 


QUALITY  APARTMENTS  &  HOUSES  -  For  holiday  rentals  in  NETANYA  and 
CAESAREA.  Fufly  fumisfred  and  equipped  homes  for  short/long  term.  Netanya  Real 
Estate  Tel/Fax:  09684  6544,  e-mail:  netre©nter.natil 


ANGELO  RISTORANTE ITALIANO  -  Frommeris  1998  Guide  says,  "The  most  superb  pasta 
in  foe  country..."  Also  fresh  fish  &  Roman  specialties.  Kosher  [fairy.  Outstanding  business 
lunch  12-5  pm.  NIS  35. 9  Horkanos.  Closed  Friday.  For  reservations.  Tel:  02-623  6095. 


A  Jerusalem  landmark -RIMON  RESTAURANT  Gried  Meats  and  Mdcfle  Eastern  cuisine. 
CAFE  RIMON  Dairy  and  Fish.  Superb  pastry.  Indoor-outdoor  seating.  Glatt  Kosher 
Umehadrin.  4  Luntz  SL  (off  Midrachov).  Tel:  02-624  3712. 


SIGMUND  CORNER  BISTRO/CAFE  -  Art  Deco  Decor  -  Serving  crapes,  soups,  sandwiches, 
shakes  aid  brewed  coffees.  Reasonable  prices.  Suv-Tfir^  11  am-1  am.  Fa  9  ara-tnur  before 
Shabbat  SaLhcxr  after  Shabbrt-1  am  Kosher  Corner  Aza/Wari  Sts.  02-5636212. 


EUCALYPTUS  -  The  taste  of  Israel  from  Biblical  Days.  Rave  reviews!  ExceRent  meat,  fish 
8  vegetarian  dshes  enhanced  by  a  masterful  use  of  herbs  and  spices.  Uncheon  specials. 
Kosher.  NEW  ADDRESS:  4  Kikar  Safra  (City  Hall  Complex).  TeL  02-6244331. 


THE  7™  PLACE  -  Popular  JarusaJem  (flnhg  spoL  authentic  Southern  Indian  and  dairy 
cuistoe.  Spacious,  bri^it  and  frienefiy.  Live  shew  every  n#rt.  Kosher.  37  H3el  St  (Beit  fi&vn 
-  the  joumafists  center),  let  02-6ffi  4495. 


HECHAL  SHLOMO  -  RESTAURANT/CATERERS  serving  you  foe  best,  freshest,  most, 
dsficious  food  in  an  exclusive  envtomment.  Factions  far  up  to  15a  Brft  Mlahs,  Bb-  Mttzvahs, 
7  B radios,  special  occasions,  58  King  George  SL.  Glatt  Kosher/meat  Tel:  02-622  3312. 


!QNYS<BETW^ITieAR(2eP-urfo|uerasfauartcofieefehopinanaiciertciusadarbuadhg 
right  next  to  the  KoteL  Extensive  dairy  menu.  Kosher  Limehadrto.  830  am-1 030  pm ,  Motza’of 
Shabbat  until  11:30.  Also  private  functions.  174  Hagai  SL  (in  foe  tunnel).  02627-7761. 


MARVAD  HAKSAMIN  ORIENTAL  RESTAURANT  -  Mid-Eastem  and  Yemenite  food; 
Kosher/meat  Open  for  lunch  8  dtoner  tffl  11:00  pjn;  Sun.-Thurs^  Fri.  tin  3iJ0p.rn.16  King 
George  SL,  (next  to  Carvel).  Tel:  02-625  4470. 


TZADDK’S  -  Jerusalem’s  Real  Authentic  New  York  Defi.  Corned  berf,  roast  beef,  brisket, 
pastrami,  salami,  all-beef  hot  dogs,  HAH  bagels,  draft  beer.  Kosher  Umehadrin.  2  Tifferet 
Ytsrael  SL,  The  Jewish  Quarter.  9 IX)  am.-10.1K)  p.m.  Tel:  Q2-6Z7  2148b 


ROSH  PINA 


B'BAYTT  SHS.  RAFA^ -  to  foe  heat  of  old  Rosh  Ptoa  find  an  totimate 
axJ  speda!  restaurant  setvtog  casseroles,  steak  and  vegetarian  fcxxL 
Gourmet  coddng  and  reasonable  prices,  telefax:  08693  6192 


^^7 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL  PACKAGES 


which  include  the 

International  Edition,  French  Edition, 
This  Week  in  Israel  and  Internet 


Cal-Auto 

For  the  Best  Doalfa  Town - 
Wb  offer  you  more 
Special  season/weekend  rates 

Phone 

Tel  Aviv;  03-6391307 


•  for  Hie  best& most  reliable  sennee 

•  Special  offers  available  | 

•  Delivery  &  Airport  service  .  y 


Rent  A  Car 


-  the  beat  &  mcati^Me  B«fo8 

-  Mb  offer  you  mow  ..  -  -- 


Telefax:  03-5370511  |  I  t.l  »7wa,  w*"*1  |  [ 


We  wm  deliver  the  cor  to  you^ 


m  Ramatavnn.  Hod  Hasharoa^ 


*COLLECT  USA  and  ALL  INTSHMTIONAL  CALLS:  DIAL  1-800-833-555 
Dial  foe  dxweToB-Firee  number  fifom  ANY  telephone  in  Israel  aid  the  Memtaonal 


Tourist  (nformation 


discounted  cruises 

WINTER  CRUISE  ON 

luxury  cruise  sp» 

Phone  Judy  Of  War 

Id:  03-5176248  Fax:  03^178835 

Greentours,BiHa^ta>a,  | 

Tel  (ewes):  Aftiur0M575656;  * 


JERUSALEM _ _ _ _ 

rtfsitTOPfc  Jerusalem  Jewish  Information  Center,  54  Habad  SL,  ^xwe  the  Cardo,  Jewish 
1/4,  "Uk  02628 8968-lnfonnation,  books*  tapes  and  videos  on  Judaism  A  Zfonisn.  Write 


MEET  ISRAELIS  , 


CENTRAL  ISRAEL  _ _ _ _ 

C..  ..■■■-■  -  'N 

HASMOfffiAN  VH1AGE- An  authentic  re-creation  from  foe  days  of  the  Maaafoees, 
located  In  tiie  ModTm  area,  aegaewrt  to  ttoute443.  Lots  ofactivities  for  diildren  and 
their  parents.  HuenfcEngBsh.Ttofc  08-926 1617. 


WORLD  OF  SINGLES 

ISRAEL  •  HVGLArffi  ' 
•  BELGIUM  •  US-A.  *  CANADA 

CARO^^ 

20  Successful 
Years  Matching 
QnaUty 

Professionals  &  Mg  na 
Baldness  People. 

Religions  &  ^ 

Secular  MB*-. 

5  09-8847294, 03-5220283, 

3  07-6334640 


— .  r* 


f  es»sr!  -3< 


RSHNG  RWW- MOSHAYTALSHACHAR  recietfon  picnic Two  fishing  pods -moustt 


Open  tram  9  am.-6  pm  Mon,  Thus.  9  Itt  08634 806^  059659  327. 


GENERAL 


SAVE  TIME  AND  MONEY  -  Contact  Judy  at  SIGHTSSING  TOURS,  81  Hayarkon 
SL,  Tel  AyfcTtt  03-517  6248,  Ftoc 03-517 88K  (from  abroad  fax:972-3-517-8835). 

Booking  dafiy  si^aseetog  tours  to  aB  of  Israel,  Jordan  and  ^ypL 


Being  single  -  ' 

doesn't  mean  to  be  aione! 

Give  us  a  calL1 
It  may  just  change  your  ®e. 
The  Maniage  Connection 
Bezalel  8  Jerusalem  ;  . 
TeL  02- 624  6619  . 


JAFFA  PORT 


N.T 


GALiHW/PRDfr  WORKSHOP^ -  Har-B  Printers  &  PubOshere,  Jaffa  Port,  Mato  Gate.  Fine 
Art  prints/original  paintings,  artist  books,  Israeli  and  international  artists. 
Tafc  0M81 6834.  Sui-Thors.  Fri  1030-1 4U0  or  by  appL  wwKfatsrstcaJ/harel 


ANGL0-ISRAEL  ] 
INTERNATIONAL  SINGLES  I 


NORTHERN  ISRAEL 


Well  established  global 
introduction  service  and 
marriage  bureau 


TOUR  GUIDE  -lours  of  Northern  Israel  with  licensed  Engfish  speaking  tour  guide/ 
Accommodations  at  beautiful  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Reasonable  rates. 
Call  Mark  -  Tel:  06-683  8292, 051-518  827, 06-696  3502  Fax:  06-683  8000 j 


Discretion  for  people  without 
1  their  knowledge 


SAFED _ 

{  ASCENT -Your  base  in  the  North  for  Jewish  mystictsm.  Best  youth  hostel,  great 
[  kxatxxL  Daily  classes,  tous,  Jewish  Center,  weekfy  shabbatons,  ^ecial 

seminars.  10%  offwffo foaad^fet.06-692 1364, Faxr06-692 1942  .  . . 


HOME  SERVICES 


PiT”  tflt- 

•  .AU<.  L4  J 


SHARONAREA  _ 

/yADAIM  -  Beautiful  &  original  fffisjjy  Israel  artists  &  crafts  people,  ceramics,  jeweky, 
I  doths,  woodwork,  painting,  and  more...  for  every  occasion.  Browse  and  erq'oy. 
V  18  Harcannel  SL  (Mkfcachov  Yaushalayim)  Kfar  Saba.  Tel:  09-766  2468. 


TEL  AVIV 


TtJUfltSTl  Concerned  about  yow  homein 
Jernsafem?  Then  yoo  need  HoheCareI 
•towwjtoeencBvwmsWainfL 
.  #  Bnim  you  antvnwe  prepare  K. 

•  Al  repels,  knprewmrtta,  hxMdual 
■oqiiiuiiuiTlv  cstofsd  to  pnAmuonaly. 

Becaaa  H0MBCARE  It  a  conjnherafea  bon 
mamgamnl  &  mantananca  smfco  lor 
poopto  la  you.  Ww  ponce  o(  mM  ia  ow 
oaren  muronjiymni  tn  prtxty 
BacnnvncareL 
.'Shoe  1888 

FordaMi  anted  DenM  Hettner 
TaL02-GS19916  Fta.0MS13298 


Sale 


‘YTDDISH^IB.'-tsraeTs  National  Yiddish  Theater.  Ykkfi^iciasacs  by  an  oiffstendtog 
theater  group.  A  genuine  Jewish  experience.  At  ZOA  House,  Tel  Aviv.  To  reserve: 
1-800-444680.  Don't  mss  iL 


r  MOBILE  PHONE  RENTAL 


; ' .  -  vi 

-  \i-.  I 


i*  '  V  *  /  *  -4 


inenRFONE 


TEL  AVIV 


t  i  Per  day. 
ylany  period  H 

Free  incoming  calls 
Low  cost  international  calls 

03-516-8366, 053-76-5053 

Detoory/co8ecBon  sanrtce  avaflabh 
All  ni^orcrefflt  carta  accacrted 


OgarxBB  a  church  group  for  a  wonderful  Holy  Land  pilgrimage.  As  a  group  organizer 
you  and/or  yoir  mMster/priast  could  travel  FREE  Fax  your  details  and  phone  number 
to  Arthur  Goldberg,  Fax:  03617  9001. 


The 


Lm,:  l>/  Js/uaJ 


WHERETO  EAT 


TEL  AVIV 


HOW  TO  TRAVEL  FROM  ISRAEL  -  ZION  TOURS  -  The  largest  North  American 
agency  in  Israel.  Your  ONE  STOP  travel  center!  Tel:  02625  4326.  e-mail: 
markziorienrtvisionjietJ 


/  DnHricwre  N 
Tmstc  of  Israel  > 

XgMjg-  hawahm  RobbUmtc 


TENERIFE 


The  Gerfhen  Gallery] 
Restaurant  | 

*  Mixed  Grill  Poultry  a 
♦  Fish  <-  Homemade  Pitot  S 
*  Salads  1 


Z.-'=",S01 


TIME  SHARING  -  in  Tenerife.  Safe  at  a  very  special  rate.  2  weeks  in  July 
in  luxurious  apartments  in  Tenerife.  Don't  miss  it!!  Tel:  03-938-6258 


(opp.  Mount  Zion  Hotel) 


Please 


100  Continuous  days 
at  a  very  special  rate 


only  NIS  12.82  per  day 

Single  column  Box  only  NIS  18.72  per  day 


To  appear  in  this  special  tourism  column 
or  for  more  details  send  fax  to: 


1 0O  DAYS 
Fax.  02-5388  408 
or  call  Tel  Aviv  Area 
Tel.  03-639  0333  (Ruthie) 
Fax.  03-639  0277 


Invest] 


SE 


I 

» 

£ 


’J*  iX 


nr 


HQ KSSMB 


Tr-va 

•-•-  r. ':■&■! 


$13=. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Solidity. 

Integrity. 

And  value 
for  money. 


Quality  international 
packing. and  shipping 
of  fine  arts  and 
household  effects 
at  its  best  and  most 
reliable  for  almost 
50  years. 

BAUME&  &  MODEL 


ISRAEL 

Tel  Aviv: 

03-6477676 

Jerusalem: 

02-5639004 


PACKING  &  SHIPPING  BY 


VAYER  GROUP  LTD . 


ISRAELS  FINEST  SINCE  1948  k 

•  Personal  effects  •  Rne  Arts/Antiques  I 

•  Electronic  equipment  •  Automobiles  \ 

•  Customs  Clearance  •  Storage 

•  Door  to  Door  Service  -  Insured  -  Worldwide 


5 


OMEGA 

OVERSEAS  CO. 


International  Household  Removers 

DOOR  TO  DOOR  WORLDWIDE 

★  Free  storage  ★  All  risk  insurance 

★  Export  packing  and  crating 

rsesSaS5® 


Tel  Aviv:  03-6810273/5,  6838335.  6829933 
Vayer  -  Los  Angeles:  1  (818)  771  1111 

http//:  www.vayer.co.  i! 


Your  Specialist  for  Quality  in  Jerusalem 
International  Packing  and  Skipping 


Pan  Orient 

INTERNATIONAL 


*  We  Remove  yotnr  Removal  Problems 
*  When  Subject  is  Household  Goods 
Ask  for  the  Expert 


INTERNATIONAL  MOVERS 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN:  ,  , 

♦  Personal  effects  antiques  and  fine  art 

♦  Expert  packing  &  crating 

♦  All  risk  marine  insurance  jffS 

♦  Door  to  door  service 

♦  All  import  services 

♦  Storage 


Tei. 03-681 9562 
03-6819563 


USA:  N.Y  1(718)937  9797 

LA  1  310)432-6455 

Miami  1(305)4770030 
U.K.:  London  815913434 


INTL  TRANSPORT 


FORWARDERS  AW  W0RIPWVE  MOVERS 

★  Door  to  door  service  worldwide 

★  Expert  packing 

★  Marine  insurance 

★  Groupage  containers 


Out  fruce  U  ftud  ~  %x  odd-rut^ 
ad  office:  TEL  AVIV  03-6888457 


li 


A§J* 

'  i  it  .jr, : 


*  * 
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Fantastic  Job  Opportunity! 

'  -  ■ 

ThtematignaJ  ,componYbased  ifcJeiraaTern 
‘  seeks  a  OyiiQinic,  self  starter  with  interest  " 
and/or  experience  in 

Sales  and  Marketing 

English  mother  tongue 
and  spoken  Hebrew  required 
Part-time  evening  hours 

Please  fax  your  CV  to  02-538-7862 


The  Jerusalem  Post 

Circulation  Department 
has  a  full-time  opening  in 

Customer  Service 

Candidate  should  possess  excellent  problem  solving, 
interpersonal  and  customer  service  skills. 
Fluent  English  and  Hebrew  required. 
Computer  literacy  preferred. 

Please  fax  CV  to  02-538-9017 


NZ*L# 


:n/*e>iTT  toiro  pnn  piyo  irtrirano  upw  mmn  remj 


Associate 


i si 


Experience,  inlpvestment  Banlring-an  advantage, 
Hebrew  &Bhj§lislMt|her  tonguefeisscntial) 


' 


Stf(%  command  _of  Microsoft  Office  including . 


•r  \  •  + 


For  an  interesting  full  time  position 

SECRETARY 


•  English  Mother-tongue 

•  Computer  skills  essential 

•  Experience  in  hi-tech  helpful 

Call  liana  02-625  9277  or  Orli  03-527  0925 
-  v:-  ■  KEPUMIM  PERSONNEL  LTD. 


925 


1-  800  -  72 7272'  (Free  Estimate 


Tel:  08-9428525  Fax:08-9428526  Email:  globusps@internetzahav.net 
Our  New  York  Office:  Te!:{71 8)  2648455/(800)  7200149  Fax:  (71 S)  2648161 


American 

Worldwide 

Because  It's 
Your  Move! 


Years 

Experience 

anPOeMoleri 

Client  Service 


Call  us  today  for  a  free  quotation: 

Tel.  02-5633497  •  Fax.  02-5633508 


• Free  estimates 

• Door  to  door  service ‘Professional  packing 
All  risk  insurance  •Storage  services 


’Toll  Free  1-800-65-65-69 


Tel: 08-9439733  T<vc08~9439ti39 

0AMMA 


Choose  The  Sensitive  Moving  Group ...  Because  it's  Your  Move !  &  1 -800-MOVING 

“A.  HASSIDOFF  LTD. 


Custom’s  and  Forwarding  Agency 

The  first  and  best  in  Israel 


Founded  in  1936 


SHIPPING  (ISRAEL), ^ -  ^  I 

LOS  ANGELES  213-264-2644  MIAMI  305-888-0337  NEW  YORK  718-037-9797  1  o 


specializing  in  packing  any  forwarding  of  household  goods 
and  personal  effects,  fine  art,  hi-tech,  commercial  goods. 


TO  OUR  READERS  ■  Head  Office  and  Store:  58  Ha’atzmaut  Rd.,  Haifa 

Tel:  1-800-756-565  Fax:04-8677287 


Lowest  Mc*s!  Best  Locations! 

^CBffRflL?Veta^.tjrtgl^O^'$f15|OOD; 

•  liCE  4  central,  near  MCI  and  shops, 

elevator  .  -  $155400 ; 

•  JAB0T1NSKY  3  large  SI  60000 

■  USStSHHN  3.5  rooms  upgraded  5165,000 

•  SHL0M0  HAUaECH  3 + seaw*, 

balcony  5168,000 

•  DAVE)  HAMELS  Upgraded  4  rooms, 

near  sea  &  center  5180^000 

•  MT2A21arge,seavievt  Only  SI  75^00 

•  NnZA3bfg,  possfcte  to  mto  4  rams,  seamen 
(towedprirad3roonBOnNaza)  S2Q5^0D0 

•  DANKNER  Improved  35  rooms  Eadng  sea. 

raised  to  5235^000 

•  NTTZA  Great  location  Lowest  4  room  flat  on 

NRaSewiM.  OnlyS2504KM 

We  sell  and  rant  everything L. 
...so  why  go  elsewhere? 

Morrie,  Caroi,  Barry  I 
The  Quality  Team  5 


Some  of4he^ady.ertisecneht5,  - 
appear  iug  in  uurpaperare  * 
typeset  outside  The  Jerusalem 
Post  graphics  department. 
When  such  advertisements 
arrive  just  before  the  publi¬ 
cation  deadline,  especially 
when  they  are  given  to  us  in 
the  form  of  a  film  or  via  e-mail, 
it  is  difficult  for  us  to  correct 
any  spelling  mistakes  that  may 
appear. 

While  we  make  every  effort  to 
correct  such  errors,  we  must 
ask  our  readers’  indulgence 
for  those  occasions  when  this 
is  not  possible. 

I  The 

5  Advertising 

!  Department 


i&MediaWorks  mam  jji 

Israel's  Largest  English-Language  Career  Training  Center  Tmr. 


HAIFA  TECHNICAL  WRITING  COURSE  -  OPENING  SOON! 
Register  Now:  Tel:  03-613-7439 


an  INFORMATIVE  SESSION  (at  6  p.m.):  Jerusalem  -  Dec.  28;  Tel  Aviv-  Dec.  27. 


Jerusalem:  16a  king  George  St, 
Above  'Carvel'  Tel:  02-623-651: 


E  mail:info  %  mediaworks.co.il 
mviv.mediaivorks.co.il 


Tel  Aviv:  1  Bezaiei  St., 
Ramat  Gan  Tei:  03-613-/  439 


LI  IN 


For  our  Database  Production  Div. 


EDITOR  /  ABSTRACTOR 


•  Mother  tongue  English 

•  Academic  degree 

•  Experience  in  working  with  PC 


Apply  to  fan  03-695-5359,  P0B 18094,  Td  Jhrtv  61 180 


THE  JERUSALEM 

POST 

ADVERTISING  DEPT. 


Challenging  position 
in  a  leading  Hi  Tech  company 

CEOs  assistant  (975) 

■  English  mother  tongue. 

■  Hebrew  -  fairly  good  knowledge. 

■  Experience  in  working  with  the  American  market. 

■  Full  knowledge  and  use  of  office  programs. 

■  Willingness  to  work  long  hours. 


60  Rehov  Yirmiyahu,  Jerusalem 
5  Rehov  Hamasger,  Tel  Aviv 

Sunday-Thursday 

CLASSIFIED  ADS  (words)  02-531-5644  ,  , 

02-531-5630Je™Satem 
03-639-0333  Tel  Aviv 


ss 

■ 

3  Tevuot  haretz  st.  Tel-Aviv  69546 

0m 

j 

i 

I 

Sundsy-Thuraday 

DISPLAY  ADS  (inches) 

Including  Obituaries 


Jerusalem 
Tel  Aviv 


02-531-5608 
02-531-5639 jenKaJwn 
02-531-5642 
03-639-0333  Tel  Aviv 

02-538-8408 

03-639-0277. 


THE  ADVER7BWG  OEPARTIIENT  IS  CLOSED  OH  FRIDAYS  AND  SXtWmYS 


OBITUARIES  Weekdays  after  5  p.m„Fridavs  and  Saturday  nights 

Tel:  02-531-5613.  Fax:  02-538-9527 


The  Jerusalem  Post 

seeks  an 

Experienced 
Arts  Writer 

Successful  candidates  must 

•  Be  familiar  with  the  local  performing  arts  scene 

*  Be  native  English  speakers 

•  Have  excellent  command  of  Hebrew 

*  Be  flexible  and  hardworking 

Send  or  fax  resumes  to: 

—  Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

The  Jerusalem  Post 
POB  81 

Jerusalem  9 1 000 
Fax.  02-537-6553 

7T  jj  Only  suitable  applicants  wiH  receive  replies. 


THE 

SHALEM 

CENTER 


v,  w  '..shaltra.tiij.il 


Trie  Shaiem  Cenw  seeks: 

DIRECTOR  OF 
EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

Posalon  no.  65501 

OMUWriMBHW! 

•  Ovesafi  responsibility  for  graduase- 
levd  academic  program. 

■  Recruitment  &  admissions  of  graduate 

fellows  &.  overseeing  of  their  work. 

•  Bufltfing  academic  frailty. 

•  Departmental  management 
Requlreramts: 

•  An  advanced  degree  in  the 
humanities  or  social  sciences. 

•  Managerial  experience  at  the 
university  leveL 

•  Experience  in  ajjriaAjm  development. 
-  Excellent  tatapasonal  sfclfh. 

•  fuU  command  of  Hebrew  &  English. 

fflSTtaefesMon 


Good  term  tar  ralfilifr  nraftfafs 

Send  comnium  vitae  ta 
The  Sfatan  Cnkk  etfri  Hwwm  Resources 
P0387H7,  Jerusalem  91087 
Ptoaot  speciJj  posaiw  rtmoer. 

Oily  SBbzbfe  toqptdes  wIB  recetn;  npQ.es, 


Ramah  Programs  in  Israel 
seeks 

MADWCHIWOT* 

for  high  school  and  post-high  school, 
long  and  short-term  programs, 
various  dates  from  January  to  August 
Traditional,  with  youth  work  experience 
(■and  teadwrs  of  science  and  English  lit) 
Fax  resume  to:  CC-679-2069  g 

E-mail:  ramahdramalvorgil  s 
TeL  02-679-0243  | 


_  mhor  oc  19q8  The  Jerusalem  Post 
Friday,  December  2b,  _ _ _ 


THE  JERUSALEM  QUALITY 

POST  CLASSIFIEDS 

Ads  accepted  at  offices  The  Jerusalem  Post  (see  masthead), 
and  all  recognized  advertising  agencies. 


Mail  this  coupon  to  us  with  payment  enclosed  (minimum  10  words) 

r*nTTDmVT  °  ONETIME  Insertion 

uUUrUlM  □  3  TIMES  □  4  FRIDAYS 

w  □  6  TIMES  (FULL  WEEK)  □  MONTH 

Starting  Date - No.  of  words _ 

AMOUNT:  NIS _  pates; 

See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  1 0%  if  you  use  this  coupon. 

H  O/  Classification - Geographical  Area _ 

g  / Q  No  refunds  for  aarty  cancellation  a!  series. 

TT.— -  TEXJ' - 

OFF  - 


□  ONETIME  Insertion 

O  3  TIMES  Q  4  FRIDAYS 

□  6  TIMES  (FULL  WEEK)  □  MONTH 

Starting  Date - No.  of  words _ 

AMOUNT:  NIS _ pates: 

See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  1 0%  if  you  use  this  coupon. 

Classification - Geographical  Area_ 

No  refunds  for  early  cancellation  of  series. 

TEXT' _ _ 


Name _ 

City _ F 

Expiry  date _ 

□  Please  send  receii 


Signatur 


j^MAjLTO:  ADS  COUPON  SPECIAL,  P.O.Box  81,  Jerusalem  91000 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  AO  rales 
indude  VAT: 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  157.95  for  10 
words  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
NIS  15.79. 

FRIDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS 
245.70  10  words  (minimum),  each  adtfi- 
ftjnal  word  NIS  24.57. 

TWO  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  402.46  for  10 
words,  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
NIS  40.24. 

MONDAY.  WEDNESDAY  and  FRI¬ 
DAY  (package)  •  NIS  351  for  ID  words 
(minimum).eaeh  additional  word  -  NIS 
35.10 

WEEK  RATE  (6  Insertions)  -  NIS  503.10 
for  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word  -  NIS  50.31. 

4  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  643.50  lor  10  words 
(minimum),  each  additional  word  -  NIS 
64.35. 

MONTHLY-<24  insertions)  -  NIS  1228.50 
for  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word  -  NIS  12245. 

Rates  are  valid  from  December  15. 
1998. 


DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem  ■  weekdays:  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  tar  Friday  4  pjn.  on 
Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa  -  weekdays:  12 
noon.  2  days  before  publication;  for  Friday 
and  Sunday:  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa. 

For  classified  enquiries  please  call 
02-5315644. 


DWELLINGS 


_ General _ 

;■  HOLIDAY  RENTALS 

IMMEDIATE  SALEM  SEVERAL  weeks 
at  the  Eilat  Club  Hotel  at  50%  discount 
Tel.  09-684-3276.  Fax.  09-884-3665. 
[796221] 

SUN  SITES  -  Exclusive  apartments 
throughout  Israel.  Also:  Country  lodging 
In  the  Galilee!  Ail  sizes,  attractive 
rates.  Reservation  Center  Tel.  03-525- 
6652.  Fax.  03-620-3444. 
emaik  sun__slte@netvision.nBtB 
website:  www.sutsites.cail 

_ SALES _ 

IN  MEITAR,  SPECIAL  8  rooms  plus 
separate  Irving  unit,  comer,  developed 
garden,  dose  to  central  synagogue. 
Tel.  07-651-7711,  053-900-170. 

[795434] 

WHERE  TO  STAY 


JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD. 
Short  and  long  term  rentals 
Bed  and  breakfast 

P.O.  Box  4233,  Jerusalem  91044. 
TbL  02-561 1745,  Fax:  02-563-7566 
e-mail:  jeretejeroLcoJJ 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN 
Hotel 

Private  Bathroom  -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel.  02-625-2757 
Guesthouse 
B.B.  doubles  /  family  rooms 
Tel.  02-625-1294 
Best  value  accomodations. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 


The  best  of 
Jerusalem 

Opposite  Old  Baka 
Unique  area 
Spacious  apartments 

3,4,5  rooms 
duplexes  &  penthouses 
luxurious,  quality  real  estate 

Mu&t  beoee k! 


DWELLINGS 


_ Jerusalem  Area _ 

HOUDAY  RENTALS 

COMFORTABLE  ROOM  IN  apartment  + 
meal,  in  French  Hill,  elevator,  near  bus 
Station.  Tel.  02-582-6337.  [68] 

OPPOSITE  PRESIDENTS  HOUSE,  2- 
bedroom,  garden  apartment,  fully 
equipped.  Tel.  02-534-5191,  02-534- 
5221 .  [796263] 

GERMAN -COLO  NY,  LARGE,  BEAUTV- 
FULLY  furnished,  quiet,  central,  sleeps 
5.  Tel.  02-533-6498  (H).  02-563-3625 
(W),  Fax:  02-561-7411.  [13590] 

TOURISTS!  NEAR  KING  DAVID.  2.5, 
garden,  fully  equipped.  Renovated.  Tel.  / 
Fax.  02-856-6785.  [68) 
e-mail:  perrye@nelvjsion.netJ 

R  EH  AVI  A,  ELEGANTLY  FURNISHED 
3  room  apartment  Ground  ftocr.  garden, 
tally  equipped,  kosher,  very  quiet  on  Ben 
Marmon,  from  15  January -30  April,  1999. 
Tel  /  Fax.  02-563-7460.  [794972] 

RENTALS 

FURNISHED,  BEAUTIFUL.  2  rooms 
apartment  sirigte/couple.  long  term,  im¬ 
mediate,  S500  (ind.  tax  +  water).  Tel.  02- 
642-0749  (Aviva).  [796383] 

JEWISH  QUARTER.  OLD  CITY,  resi- 
dence  comprising  3  studio  apartments, 
private  entrance,  tong  term.  Tel  02-627- 
1221.(796225] 

MOTZA-ILIT,  FURNISHED  STUDIO, 
kitchenette,  built-in  cupboards,  separate 
entrance  at  private  villa,  parking.  Tel.  02- 
534-2824. 

GIVAT  CANADA.  4.  spacious,  large 
balconies,  garden,  storage  room,  long 
term.  Tel.  050-217-649.  {20374] _ 

GIVAT  ORANIM  (SHAI  AGNON):  4. 
beautiful,  modem,  quiet  storeroom,  un¬ 
furnished,  exclusive.  T.A.C.  Tel.  02-563- 
1764.  [20379] 

RAMAT  ESHKOL,  4.  SPACIOUS,  ren¬ 
ovated  kitchen  3rd  floor,  furnished.  Jan. 
■99.  TeL  02-6735560  (N-S.)  [21616] 

BEZALEL,  2,  LARGE,  Open,  special, 
courtyard,  2nd  floor,  porch.  Tel.  02-678- 
5560  (N.S.)  [21617] _ 

MUSRARA.  ELISHA  STREET,  central, 
new,  3-4,  elevator,  parking.  Immediate, 
Tel  050-751-530.  [28903] _ 

ABU  TOR,  3  ROOM  apartment,  view, 
2nd  floor,  unfurnished,  tong  term,  no 
agent  Tel.  02-993-3705  (eve),  02-563- 
0468  (N.S.).  [796322] 

ALKALAY,  3,  CABLE,  kosher,  fur- 
ntehed,  1st  floor,  garden,  large,  monthly/ 
annual.  Tel  050507-330  (N.S.)  [796371] 

HARAV  BERLIN,  2.5,  FURNISHED. 
1st  floor,  garden,  kosher,  quiet  monthly  or 
annual.  Tel  050-507-330  (N.S.)  [756371] 

TCHERNIKOVSKY,  4,  FURNISHED, 
kosher,  3rd  floor  modern,  equipped, 
monthly  or  annual.  Tel.  050-507-330 
(N.SJ  [796371] _ 

ABU  TOR  -  EXECUTIVE  VILLA,  short/ 
tong  term.  6  rooms,  tarnished  or  untar¬ 
nished,  private  entrance  with  stunning 
view,  large  garden,  private  parking.  Tel. 
02-627-2927  (Mr.  Charles).  [796392] 

3  BEDROOM  APARTMENT,  EASTTAL- 
PIOT,  attractive,  partially  furnished, 
ground  floor  with  large  patio.  Available 
Nov.  15  -  Dec.  1,  tor  one  year,  possibly 
longer.  S750/month.  Tel.  02-671-4210 
<N$. _ 

ARNONA  (BETAR  ST.),  5,  terraces,  ele¬ 
vator,  parking,  building  as  new,  imme¬ 
diate.  T.O.P.  REALTY.  Tel.  02-623- 
4215-120655] 

BAYIT  VEGAN,  UNIQUE  duplex  pri- 
vate  entrance,  large  garden,  parking,  ele¬ 
vator,  heating.  AC,  view.  ALEX  LOSKY 
(Avi).  Tel  02-623-5595.  [68] 

EXCLUSIVE  KADLAN  PLUS:  center  of 
Tafoteh,  Arab  house,  2  large,  great  loca¬ 
tion.  $660.  Tel.  02-567-0707.  [68] 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 


Luxurious  garden  and 
terrace  apartments, 
2-4  rooms,  elevator, 
aircondition,  storage, 
parking,  immediate 

02-6254276,  02-6254263 


EIN  KEREM,  PRIVATE,  2  bedrooms  + 
galleria,  yard.  Quiet  +  beautiful.  Tel.  02- 
643-7199.02-643-9818.  [796370] 

FRENCH  HILL,  FURNISHED,  6  rooms. 
Independent  heating,  view.  $1200.  spa- 
clous.  Tel.  02-561-8691.  [796369] _ 

FURNISHED.  CENTER,  BAYIT-VE- 
GAN.  3,  first  floor.  S750  including  Arnona. 
Tel.  02-622-2605  (w).  02-643  2676  (h). 
[681 _ 

GERMAN  COLONY:  2.5  ROOMS, 
garden;  Studio  4-  garden;  35  +  terrace. 
Tel  02-566-0326.  [68] _ 

GILO.  5.  NEW  cottage,  garden,  view. 
Orthodox.  S900.  Tel.  02-676-1863.  02- 
679-3242.  [29252] _ 

GIVAT  MORDECHE1:  SHAHAL,  3.  7th 
floor,  lift,  private  heating,  closet,  view. 
TeL  03-933-8567  (NS).  [7963861 


habitat  real  estate 


Jerusalem  quality  sales  &  rentals 
in  all  areas  -  ask  Mayir 


tel:  (02)  56 11  222  fax:  (02)  56 11 176 


Email:  portico  @  netv  is  ion  .net.il 


Hie.coi^pariy.wiib  the  Mgfce: 

-  reputalipa  ia  Jerusalem 


7  rooms,  350  sqjn.  built,  270  sq.m, 
garden,  3-room  basement  for  office 
or  clinic,  swimming  pod. 
two  parking  spaces. 

Tel.  02-586  0862  J 

Internet  httptftoww.rafflotaraztin.caJ  a 
E-mat  ranKXaraameeyg-oTMfoJ  1 

MOSHAV  BEIT  NEKOFA  -  Arab  style 
house,  2.5  rooms,  gaiden,  untarnished, 
light  lovely  location.  $400.  Immediate. 
TeL  052-800-608. 


KiRYAT  SHMUEL  (HATAYASSIU), 
unfurnished,  2.5,  2nd  floor,  renovated, 
sunny,  $600.  HaRav  Berlin,  3,  2nd  floor 
6650.  ANGLO  SAXON.  Tel.  02625-1 161. 
[901801] 


JEWISH  QUARTER.  3,  furnished:  4. 
central  tong/short  term.  AHUZAT  BAYIT. 
Tel.  053-857-158.  [20618] _ 

LUXURIOUS,  2  -  5.  CENTER,  (Jeru¬ 
salem  Towers),  parking,  spa.  concierge. 
AMBASSADOR.  Tel.  02-561-8101. 
[20638] _ 

MEVASSERET  STUDIO  APARTMENT, 
private  entrance,  unfurnished,  patio,  im- 
med late  occupancy.  Tel  02-581-8689- 

MEVASSERET,  SAVYONIM  SECTION. 
5  room  luxurious  cottage,  patio,  under¬ 
ground  parking,  private  en trance, unlur- 
nished.  Immediate  occupancy.  Tei.  02- 
581-8689. _ 

MOSHAV  GIVAT  YEARIM,  villa,  luxuri¬ 
ous,  6  rooms,  balconies,  garden,  parking, 
view.  Tel  052-631-557,  02-534-2431. 
[794916] _ 

HABITAT  REAL  ESTATE.  Old  Kata- 
mon.  5  spacious  rooms,  excellent  loca¬ 
tion,  parking,  elevator.  Tel.  02-561-1222. 
(Dafna)  [68] 

E-mafL  portco©netvision.netD 

OPPOSITE  BOTANICAL  GARDENS 
(Nayot),  4,  tarnished,  spacious,  $1,100. 
ANGLO  SAXON.  Tel.  02-625-1161 
[901802] _ 

RAMAT  MOTZA,  PRIVATE  house,  5 
large  garden,  dwelling  /  office.  Tel.  02- 
534-6643, 052-288-151  (NS).  [20375] 

R  EH  AVI  A,  TALBIEH:  3-4  ROOMS, 
spacious  apartments  with  terraces  and/or 
gardens,  lumlshed/unfurnished.  from 
S850.  EVA  AVIAD  REALTY.  Tei.  02-561- 
8404.  052-601-944.  [68] 

HABITAT  REAL  ESTATE,  Rehavia 
(Megiddo).  5  rooms,  appflances,  parking, 
elevator,  storeroom.  TeL  02-561-1222 
(Dafna).  E-mail  portico  @netviston.neLII 

m _ 

REHAVIA,  3,  GROUND  FLOOR,  gar¬ 
den,  private  entrance,  immedate.  I  DAN. 
Tel.  052-601-559,  02-645-1657.  [20715] 

CENTRAL  REHAVIA,  3.5,  lovely,  mod¬ 
em,  tally  AC,  giant  balcony,  S890.  Long 
term.  Tel.  050-235-582.  [796416] 

RENTALS!  RENTALS!  RENTALS! 
Jerusalem  rentals  in  most  areas  from 
S750.  HABITAT  REAL  ESTATE.  Tel. 
Channa.  02-561-1222.  [206711 
E-mail  porticoGnetvt8toanet.il 

TALBIEH,  5  ROOMS,  unfurnished 
view,  long  tease.  Tel.  02-624-1685.  02- 

563-2157-  [6311] _ 

YEMIN  MO  SHE,  BEAUTIFUL  2.5  rooms, 
tally  tarnished,  high  standard,  garden, 
long  term.  MONTE  FIORE  REALTY.  1«. 
02-625-2071.  [20623] _ 

BAKA:  (SHIMON  ST.),  5.  duplex,  pri¬ 
vate  entrance;  (feel  St),  superb  Arabic 
house.  4.  beautiful  garden.  TAC  Tel.  02- 
563-1764.120707] 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area _ 

TERRIFIC  CENTRAL  LOCATION,  quiet, 
2nd  floor,  2  rooms,  fully  furnished,  for 
single/couple.  Tel.  02-625-9055. 
[79S344J 

SALES 

KIRYAT  MOSHE  (RAV  ZA'IRL  beauti¬ 
ful,  4  rooms,  ground  floor,  completely  ren¬ 


tal,  4  rooms,  ground  floor,  complete^  ren¬ 
ovated,  wefl-ft.  very  large  balcony,  trouble 
conveniences.  Tel.  02-652-8517  after¬ 
noon  (NS). 

OLD  KATAMON.  3,  TERRACE,  first 
floor,  small  office,  73  m.,  grate  location. 
E-mai.  debadsOJpcwtcal 
Fax.  972-2-566-6118,  Tel.  972-2-561- 
7654  (NS). _ 

GERMAN  COLONY,  UNIQUE  PENT¬ 
HOUSE,  4  luxurious,  large  terraces, 

§  irking  (no  commission).  Di  VEROLI- 
IANL  TeL  02-561-2424.  [19344] _ 

GERMAN  COLONY,  UNIQUE,  2 
rooms,  garden,  basement,  parking.  DI 
VEROuSlANl.Tel.  02-561-2424.  [193481 

RASCO  (HATKUFA):  4,  view,  south, 
closets.  AC,  parking,  storeroom,  imme¬ 
diate,  $235,000.  TA.C.  Tel.  02-563- 
1764.  [68] _ 

HABITAT  EXCLUSIVE  REAL  Estate, 
center,  3,  spado  us,  views,  quiet,  Shabbat 
elevator,  $210,000.  Tel.  Ehud  02-561- 
1222.  [2)489] 

E-mail  portico  @  netvtotoanetfl 

HABITAT  EXCLUSIVE  REAL  Estate, 
Nachtaot  2,  renovated,  luxurious,  special! 
Sha'are  Chesed  /  Rehavia,  3,  low  floor, 
south  facing,  Suocah,  immecfiata!  Reha¬ 
via,  4,  renovated!  garden!  quiet,  special 
price!  Bay  it  Vegan,  6,  luxurious,  new!) 
large  patio,  excellent  quafltyll  OW  Kate- 
mon,  cottage,  7  prestigious,  luxurious, 
great  locationll  Tel.  02-561-1222  (Daf¬ 
na}.  [20500] 

E-mail:  portico  @  netvtston.net 3 

OLD  TALPIOT:  SUPERB  cottage,  10 
rooms,  luxurious,  private  lift,  parking. 
TAC.  Tel.  02-563-1764.  [68] _ 

BAKA:  3,  ARAB  house,  superb,  mod¬ 
em,  large  open  balcony,  sunny,  quiet, 
exclusive.  T.A.C.  Tel.  02-563-1764. 

[raj _ 

NEAR  KING  DAVID,  unique  apartment 
in  Arab  house,  high  ceilings,  only 
$196,000,  tmmediatelTl  Exclusive  SHIR¬ 
AN  through  AHUOZAT  BAYIT.  Tel.  02- 
566-2111.  [68] 

KIRYAT  WOLFSON  -  LUXURIOUS 
villa.  200  sq.m.  plus  terrace,  2  parking 
spaces,  2  storerooms,  S780.000.  Tel. 
052-676-521.1028873] 

UNIQUE!  MUSRARA.  ELISHA  Street, 
new,  spacious,  4  4-bataonies,  elevator, 
parking,  immediate.  AMBASSADOR  TeL 
02-561-8101.  [20304] 

BEIT  HAKEREM  -  COTTAGE,  6.  new! 

?uiei.  rental  available.  Tel.  02-651- 
451,  D 50-403-743.  Brokers.  [68] _ 

HABITAT  REAL  ESTATE.  German 
Colony,  large,  modem  detached  house, 
patio,  parking.  Tel.  02-561-1222  (Dafna). 
E-mail:  portico  ©netvision.net.il  [20341] 

HABITAT  REAL  ESTATE,  Talbieh.  5. 
luxurious,  air  conditioning.  Shabbat  ele¬ 
vator.  storeroom.  Tel.  02-561-1222  (Daf¬ 
na)  E-mail:  portrco@netvision.net.il 
120344] 

KiRYAT  SHMUEL.  PENTHOUSE,  du- 
plex,  5.  large,  view,  terrace,  lift  TAC.  Tel. 
02-563-1 7&.  [20375] _ 

KIRYAT  SHMUEL.  4  *  DINETTE,  bal¬ 
conies.  view  of  the  Knesset,  elevator, 
parking.  Nahlaot  (next  to  Wotfson),  6.5, 
2nd  floor,  balcony,  Succa,  view  of  the 
Kress  el.  parking,  storage  room  (studio). 
BEN  ZVl.  Tel  02- 563-0066,  052-601-844. 
[68] _ 

MORDOT-HOLYLANO!  LUXURIOUS 
COTTAGE,  4.  gardens,  terraces,  view, 
immediate  occupancy  AMBASSADOR. 
Tel.  02-561-8101.  [20427] 

REHAVIA!  PENTHOUSE 

MISHCHAN-HA’IR  6  +  terrace,  covered 
parking.  AMBASSADOR.  TEL.  02-561- 
8101.  120428] 

BAKA  -  YAIR  -  WONDERFUL,  light, 
comer  apartment  5.5  rooms,  garden,  ter¬ 
races,  SHIRAN  exclusive  through  MON- 
TEFIORE  REALTY.  Tel  02-625-2071. 
[20643] 

UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  ON  Shmar- 
yahu  Levine  Street  half  ol  duplex,  spa¬ 
cious.  beautiful,  quiet,  large  garden,  bal¬ 
conies.  view,  posstoillty  to  enlarge  and/or 
divide  into  separate  unit.  Tel.  02-641- 
3380,  050-234-567.  [21323] _ 

USSISHKIN,  3.  RENOVATED,  porch, 
machsan.  roof  rights,  2nd  floor,  tel.  02- 
678-5560  (NS.)  [21618) _ 

SHA'AREI  CHESED  -  REHAVIA,  pri¬ 
vate  house,  besi  location,  quiet,  best  ir>- 
vestment.  Tel.  02-563-5680  (NS)  [6291] 

NAHLAOT;  2,  45  sq.  m..  5.  120  sq.  m; 
new,  exclusive.  Immediate.  Rental  pos- 
stbte.  Tel.  050-631-119.  [792235] 

ALEX  LOSKY  REAL  ESTATE:  Reha¬ 
via,  6  ground  floor,  great  character,  huge 
garden,  central  location.  Tel.  02-625- 
5595.  (CREB)[68] 

E-mai):  loskyO  netvtotoOJTet.il 

ALEX  LOSKY  REAL  ESTATE:  Reha- 
vla,  3,  (Radak),  3rd  floor,  great  condition. 

2  balconies.  Asking  $250,000.  Worth 
seeing!  (CREB)  TeL  02-623-5595.  [68] 

ALEX  LOSKY  REAiTeSTATE  pres- 
ents:  Cottage  in  Old  Talpeot,  5.5  rooms, 
huge  garden,  covered  parking,  storage. 
Must  seel  S550.000.  Tel.  02-623-5595 
[68] 


-561-1222  (Daf- 


DWELLINGS 


_ Jerusalem  Area _ 

GERMAN  COLONY,  QUIET  lane,  very 
dBapteated  property  -  whan  rebuSt,  could 
provide  an  outstanding  single  family 
house.  CAPITAL  02-87^4911.  [6342] 

EXCLUSIVE  NADLAN  PLUS:  German 
Colony;  prestigious  project,  penthouse  + 
huge  terrace,  elevator  +  storage  room, 
m  02-567-0707.  [68] _ 

GERMAN  COLONY,  SUPERB  location, 
exclusive  project,  townhouse.  4,  loft, 
garden,  covered  parking,  storeroom. 
CORRINNE  DAVAR.  Tel.  02-673-3385- 
|68 J 

E-mail  confoneCnetvjgoanetfl _ 

GILO,  LEV  HAPARK,  fabulous  view  of 
Cremteen,  5  rooms  (two  an  top  floor),  bunt 
on  3-5  Roars  (24  steps  total),  parent's  unit 
wBh  walk-in  closet  area  and  bathroom,  2 
balconies,  private  heating,  security  bars, 
beautiful  kitchen,  fift  Tel.02-676-6866- 

MUST  SELLS  GIVAT-CANADA  -  luxury 
duptex,  5.5.  4-  3  for  Income,  indoor  park¬ 
ing,  view,  garden.  S450.000.  flexible. 
Tel.  02-623-1 593(D)  (NS),  TeL  02-676- 
1415(E)(NS).  Fax-  02-623-1537,  [20073] 

HABITAT  EXCLUSIVE  REAL  ES¬ 
TATE,  Glvat  Hamrvtar  vflla.  free  stand¬ 
ing.  spacious,  elegant  +  2  sturfio  apart¬ 
ments.  TbL  02-561-1222  (Ehud).  [88J 
E-mail.  porticodnebristoruieLfl 

GIVAT  ORANIM,  5,  renovated,  facing 
magnificent  view,  quiet,  covered  parking 
and  storage  room.  Exclusive  to  AMBAS¬ 
SADOR.  Tel  02-561-8101.  [681 

HAR  NOF  (DERECH  BARNET),  luxu- 
rious.  6  room  cottage,  280  sojil,  «uden. 
terraces,  view.  TbL  054-401-111  (David). 
[7963661 _ 

HARAV  BERLIN,  4,  view.  1st  floor,  spa¬ 
cious,  needs  renovation.  SHIRAN  exclu¬ 
sive  through  STEINBERG  REALTY.  Tel. 
02-561-7756  (NS).  [68] 

KIRYAT  MOSHE.  5  ROOMS,  amazingly 
beautiful,  special  +  Including  a  com¬ 
plete,  2-room  unit  +  parking  +  storage. 
Serious  only.  AVI  HOREN  REALTY. 
Tel.  02-671-9740.  [68] 

KIRYAT  SHMUEL,  OLD  KATAMON, 
new  on  market,  two  3  +  4  room  apart¬ 
ments  with  Succah  terraces,  great  views, 
elevator,  private  parking  tec.  EVA  AVIAD 
REALTY.  Tel.  02-561-8404,  052-601- 
944,  [68] _ 

MUSRARA,  APARTMENT  IN  Arab 
budding,  unique,  60  meters,  gaBery.  reno¬ 
vated,  stylized.  TeL  02-534-1471,  050- 
312-801.  R92266J 

NEVE  SHA’ANAN  4J>,  spacious.  parx> 
ramie,  view,  S255.000.  Keys  DE  PROMT 
ESTATES.  Tel.  02-566-3314.  Tel.  052- 
601-680.  [681 

OLD  KATAMON.  SPECIAL  house,  new 
apartment.  3.  98  sq.m..  succa  balcony, 
AC.  2nd  floor.  Shabbat  elevator. 
S360.000.  Exclusive  to  WE1NST0CK.  TeL 
02-563-0606.  [6310] 

OLD  KATAMON,  BEAUTIFUL  9  room 
townhouse.  3  floors,  large  basement, 
private  entrance,  garden.  5950.000. 
Exclusive  EH R MAN  REAL  ESTATE. 
Tel.  02-565-9090.  [19351] 

OLD  KATAMON,  4,  firei  floor,  elevator, 
view,  private  underground  oaridng.  store¬ 
room.  private  heating.  CAFITAL  Tel.  02- 
5794911.  [6336] 

RAMOT  (TRAEGER),  3.5,  excellent 
condition,  private  heal  and  entrance.  Im¬ 
mediate.  TeL  02-5866954  (NS).  [21048] 

RAMOT  ZARHI,  COTTAGE.  6  +  patio. 

3  comfortable  levels.  Tel.  02-586-8658. 
053-632-878  (NS).  {21804} 

REHAVIA,  IDEAL  HOUDAY  HOME!  4. 
Shabbat  elevator,  £  covered  perking.'  * 
storeroom,  view.  Exclusive  CORRINNE 
DAVAR.  Tel.  02-673-3385.  [68] 

E-mail,  corrinne  ©  netvisiorLnet.il 

REHAVIA.  B,  LUXURIOUS,  view, 
parking,  tally  equipped,  storage.  Tel.  02- 
651-1451.050-403-743.  [20625] _ 

REHAVIA.  3.  LARGE,  2  4-  balconies. 
3rd.  for  renovation,  keys  at  IDAN.  Tel 
02-6734834,  [20692] _ 

REHAVIA,  4,  BEAUTIFUL  garden, 
quiet,  tally  renovated,  two  full  bathrooms, 
storeroom,  ideal  holiday  home.  CAPITAL 
Tel.  02-6794911.  [6340] 

REHAVIA,  4.5,  LUXURIOUS,  *  ap- 
pllances.  big  garden,  (Tabu),  machson. 
BETTER  BAYIT.  Tel.  02-563-9345. 
[21049] 

TALBIEH  (OLIFANT),  3  QUIET,  sunny, 
balconies,  storage  room.  S225.000. 
Shiran  exclusive  through  ANGLO  SAX¬ 
ON.  TSI.  02-625-1161.  [206771 

EXCLUSIVE  NADLAN  PLUS:  Center  of 
Talbieh.  special,  4,  2nd  floor,  quiet  and 
green  surroundings  +  terraces.  Tel.  02- 
567-0707.  [68] 

TALBIEH,  4.  SPACIOUS  4  terraces 
storage  room  +  view  +  parking  +  Shabbat 
elevator.  NARWS  NECHASSfM.  Tel.  02- 
634-9249.  [68] 


DWELLINGS 


■tow  salem  Area 
WANTED 


BAKA,  (SHIMSHON),  ONE-FAMILY 
Arab  house,  garden,  210  m.  LILY  LE- 
WTT.  Tel.  02-563-9339.  [20720] _ 

BARGAIN,  IN  TALBIEH  (HAPU),  4. 
120  sqjn  ,  first  floor,  elevator,  $360,000. 
Exclusive  to  AMBASSADOR  Tel.  02-561- 
8101.  [68] 

BEIT  HAKEREM,  COTTAGE,  4  spa- 
cious  rooms,  private  entrance,  garden, 
terrace,  view,  double  covered  parking, 
storage  room,  Exclusive  to  C04TURY21. 
Tel.  02-679-3121.  [20611] _ 

EFRAT,  A  GOOD  PLACE  to  live  in. 
plots,  houses,  cottages,  new  and  second 
hand  apartments  (also  rentals).  MIRIAM 
REALTY.  Tel.  02-993-1833.  [20662] 

EFRAT,  DUPLEX  VILLA,  large  rooms, 
spacious  kitchen,  large  garden.  Tel.  02- 
993-1525.1029155] _ 

EFRAT,  HALF  DUPLEX,  8,  style,  great 
location  and  view.  Exclusive  MIRIAM 
REALTY.  Tel.  02-993-1833.  [20667] 

BN  KEREM,  QUIET,  rustic  villa,  6  +  ex¬ 
pansion.  lovely  established  garden, 
view.  Exclusive  CORRINNE  DAVAR, 
TeL  02-673-33385.  [68] 

E-rnarl.  corrinne  8  netyfeton-netil 

GERMAN  COLONY,  5.  superb  pent- 
house,  overlooking  park,  covered  parking, 
elevator,  storeroom,  central  A/C.  TeL  02- 
6794911.  [6341] 


huge  garden,  prestigious  street, 
view,  appropriately  priced. 

ALEX  LOSKY  REAL  ESTATE 
Tel:  02-623-5595;  050-601-075 

TALBIEH,  OUTSTANDING  PENT- 
HOUSE,  entire  Arab  Hoar,  5,  very  spa¬ 
cious.  beautifully  modernized,  huge  open 
balcony,  panoramic  view.  CAPITAL  TeL 
02-6794911.  [6339[ 

TZAMERET  HABIRA,  5,  sunny,  view, 
renovated,  large  terrace.  $350,000. 
SHIRAN  exclusive  through  ANGLO  SAX¬ 
ON.  Tel.  02-625-1161.  [68] 

YEMIN  MOSHE,  EXCELLENT  oppor- 
tunity,  realistic  market  value,  spacious 
home,  view,  parking,  terraces,  garden. 
MONTEFiORE  REALTY.  Tel.  02-625- 
2071.  [206211 

BRAND  NEW!!  NAHLAOT  duplex.  6 
Tiberias  Street  150  m.,  worth  seeing. 
Keys  at  MOONSHINE.  Tel.  02-625-2578. 


HABITAT  EXCLUSIVE  REAL  ES¬ 
TATE,  Arnona,  4.  balconies,  terrace, 
spacious  I  $310,000.  Tel.  Ehud,  02-561- 
2222.  [20669] 

E-mafl:  portico© netviston.net. a 

HABITAT  EXCLUSIVE  REAL  ES- 
TATC.  Sha'are  Chesed  House,  200  +  m.. 
garden,  balcony  /  terrace,  can  extendi 
Great  opportunity!  Special  price!  TeL 
Mayir.  02-581-1222.  [20674] 

E-mail:  portico©netvision.neLfl 

SPECIAL:  REHAVIA.  6.  LARGE,  pri- 

vala  garden,  parking,  quiet.  T.A.C.  Tel. 


-1764.120699 


REHAVIA,  2  LARGE,  first  floor,  balco¬ 
ny.  quiet,  stone  bwkSng.  CHIMUKI.  TeL 
02-563-8221.  [20721] 


GERMAN  COLONY  OR  ARmiND.no 
agents,  long  term.  Tel.  02-586  9679.. 
[794911] _ _ _ 

WHERE  TO  STAY  _ 

BED  &  BREAKFAST.  WARMjaT 
mo  sphere,  private  shower,  TV  In  room, 
many  extras.  French  Hill.  Jerusalem 
S30  tor  a  single.  $50  for  a  couple . 
Apartment  rental  short  or  tong  tefp" 
Futiy  equipped  3  bedroom  apartment  m 
Tiberias!™.  972-2-581-0870.  Fax. 
972-2-581-1385.  E-Mail. 

sasha«  jpostco.il _  — 


Tel  Aviv  _ 

HOUDAY  RENTALS _ 

FACING  SEA,  ONETTWO  room  furnished 
apts.  equipped  kitchenette,  cable, 
pnone,  air-conditioning.  Short/medlum- 
term  rentals.  Tel.  Gilad.  051-620-805 
business  hours  [7B2818J 
Mtefon* ■JWteyootl. 

BEAUTIFUL  HOLIDAY  APART- 
MENTS  tourists  /  businessmen,  short  7 
long  term.  DYNAMI.  Tel.  03-546-8003. 
Roc.  03-546-9667.  (18787]  _ 

in  ..  11 

For  Tourists  &  Businessmen 

Luxury  holiday  apartments,  fully- 
eqmpped  Iriidjeneflc  -  shon/kmg  Iran 

TeL  (B-620-0167, 052-451227  j 

Tax-  03-620-0103  ; 

kimupa^hatpmiBxsraeLcom/kda  ’ 

E-mails  numatuunDnetDisionjixLtt 


_ RENTALS _ 

NEW  PENTHOUSES  AND  apartments, 
near  beach,  tarrnshed/unfumished.  THE 
KEY.  Tel.  03-5244496.  [19466] 

BEST  APARTMENTS,  best  locations, 
best  prices,  short/long  term.  Tel.  /  Fax. 
03-523-8180.  [793061] 

email:  judyJc@netvision.net.il 

DIRECT  FROM  OWNER!  Sea  view! 
Luxurious  penthouse  +  1-2  bedroom 
apartments.  Fully  furnished.  Short/tong- 
term.  Tel.  03-546-6920.  Fax:  03-605- 
5322.  [21502] 

PINKAS  TOWER.  SPECIAL,  luxurious. 
4  rooms.  8th  floor.  TeL  03-544-1543. 
050-676-506.  [796452] 

EXCLUSIVE,  NORTH  TEL  AVIV.  5. 

jacuzzi.  parking,  unfurnished,  190  sq.m., 
suitable  tor  efiptomats.  Tel.  09-957-6767. 
[796355] 


dwellings 


_ Id  AVIV 

"  SALES 

Taffa  ARTISTS  QUAH1 CH,:  ■gw* 
iSJStouse  and  artist's 

[68] 

JAFFA,  BEAUTIFUL  OLD  HOUSE, 
overlooking  the  Medttarran^L  SQ^jgk 

SSl753qi”-  t^and  addfoo^ao 
Smrf^^^'?«2-526-5Z7. 

m _ - — 

kiww  q  ROOMS,  located  in  Afsta, 

&tchen.  Tel.  03-605-5110.  050-75^279 
(private),  [795314] _  ■  • 

BAT  YAM  fJABOTINSKYk.^rpom,  . 
aoeciaU!!  Near  the  sea,  10th  floor,  parir- 
ingT^.  052-512-312.  [796378] 

ESTAm  Tel  03616^747.  [794910]  - 
K1KAR  RABIN,  BEAUTIFUL  view,  3rd 
door,  elevator,  luxurious,  SL5  nxims,  .100 
sq  m.,  $280,000.  Tel.  03-695-.1 143. 
[796390] _ _ 

NEW  RAMAT  AVIV,  5.  5«i  Aoorjraw. 
sea  view,  slorage  +  parking,  cenira;  AC. 
Tei. 050-269-187.  [796420]  : 

ON  THE  SEASHORE,  King  David  Tbw- 
er.  3  rooms  to  the  highest  standard  + 
enormous  balcony  high  floor,  mayifficant 
sea  view,  swimming  pool  +  gym  confect 
ROYAL  PROPERTIES.  Til.  052-522- 
5511.03-527-5497.168] 


FuO  corvfce  luxury,  24rtr  doorman.  ^flooE*. 
sea  waJer  pool  gated  utdagnud  pteong.  c*pb- 

Week's  Specials! 

OPERAFORPENT 

UUXURY  3-BS3ROOM  Bpanmert,  3CRh  ta. 
beteory  wrfth  panoramic  see  vfam  1  maanpU 

ES3®^b’FURNteHSL2-3  "  * 

b>*0mom&,  saa-viow,  tar  fanglMioct  tann.  1  * 
reserved  parking  ‘5 

JUCTOf¥BB«-YBftJlM-Luuy2-'  | 
bedroom,  seewity  patidna.  quiet,  tify 
luTVshod.  large  bJcorm  new  bukfeig.  QHY 
51,500. 

OPERA,  FOR  SALE 

MAOMHCBWT,  2  V2  ROOMS  ^5  sqm). '  ‘ 
z-ea-vnu,  kuoffictE,  pool  vievr,  Tjrout  bwgaln', 
1  reserved  parMna  apace. 

LUXURY;  BESTVMiJE  /tosmlsuK.tn-vtox 
180  degranpanaranknieHS,  3bednxmi.fady 
room  nay  eqfopadfiney  ktohan,  jacuLsMn 
room,  top  tooc  CALL  M3M  ‘  “ 


room,  top  floor  ' 


Call  Dafna 


4  +  TERRACE  AND  PARKING,  ultra  lux¬ 
urious.  furnished.  S2400.  on  seashore  in 
Hertrert  Samuel.  TeL  052-506-611.  03- 
510-2536.  [61717] 

BY  KIKAR  HAMEDfNA,  4  AC.  parking, 
elevator,  completely  lumished.  tor  sale/ 
renL  Tel.  03-604-0969.  053-677-707. 
[21802] 

COLONY  HOTEL,  1,  luxurious,  krtch- 
en.  dub.  S650  +  maintenance.  Tel.  03- 
641-8668,  050-530-755.  [21801] 

JAFFA,  SPLIT  LEVEL,  4  room  apartment 
2  balconies,  breathtaking  view,  central 
AC,  parking,  elevator.  S950.  PAZ  REAL 
ESTATE.  Tel.  03-5*8-9717.  052-526- 
527._J6a[ 

MIGbAt'OT  TOWERS,  21st  FLOOR. 
2  rooms.  exdusivB.  seaview,  balcony.  Tel. 
050-536-386,  03-674-9514.  [796432] 

RAMAT  EFAL,  LARGE  house,  garden, 
AC,  salon.  5  bedrooms,  office,  playroom. 
Tel.  03-695-9047, 053-566-876. _ 

UNIQUE  PROJECT  IN  Jaffa!  Suitable 
for  diplomats1  Luxurious  3,  4  and  5 
room  apartments,  parking,  elevator. 
PAZ  REAL  ESTATE.  Tel.  03-518-9717, 
052-526-527.  [68] 


THE  J  EKUSALEM 

POST 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CALL: 

Tel  Am  03-639-0333 
Jerusalem  02-531-5644 
With  your  credit  card  number 

FAX: 

Tel  Avi?  03-639-0277 
Jerusalem  02-538-8408 


QUALITY 
REAL  ESTATE 


ANBAR  ESTATES 

Caesarea 

•  Semi-detached,  4  bdrms,  yeat  floor  plan,  light  and  airy,  half  dunam  plot  -  $399,500 

•  2  bdrm  gaiden  apt  for  6  months  at  $550/monthfy 

Karfcur 

1  Well  maintained  4  bdrm,  3  bath,  a/c,  groomed  garden  -  $i  70,00a 
Pardes  Hannah 

•  4  bdrm,  2.5  bath  on  plot  of  450  sq.m.  -  great  area.  Only  S23B,ooo 
Blnyamlna 

•G  bdnns,  nice  garden,  moshava,  separate  unit  -  $430,000 


Teperberg  Realty  spedalire  m  heighbdtii^^s 
that  other  people  dream  of.  =  -■ 

In  Baka  '  - - - — ; 

•Sunny  2  bedroom  apartment  in  outstancfrraly  ^ 
beautiful  Arab  house. 

*  Exceptional  3  room  +  studio  and  an  1 

enchanted  private  garden. 


S  Si; German  Colony,  Jerusalem 

_Te».  02-563-1693, 02-566-0262.  ^§QjD47, 


™  rim  I  M  fl  I  ^ 

.  yyjrrE  &  TAMAR  RENASSIA  (since  T9a J  B  ™ 

AU.  ABOUTTHE  REAL  ESTATE  MARKET  CaSarp. 

AppL  $128,000  Cottage  $250,000  Villas 

Villa  250/1300,  SWimminn  pool  4  oaSJ^S^f00  000 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  CLASSIFIED  OFFER! 

ad  "  ft  *»■«»< i»t-«-Save  another  10%! 

can  run  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only:  ' '  *”*  ^  ^  this  paper  (Z  weeks  NIS  52.65;  one  month  Nis  79.65:  two  months  mk 

corf.,  '  ,  I  2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  Just  how  great  your  car  is!  months  NIS  105.30) 


We  want  your  used  car  classified  ad... 

...  so  we're  making  an  offer  you  can’t  refuse!!! 

Your  classified  car  ad  can  run  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only: 

_  NIS  58.50  for  two  foil  weeks 

QN|1  Y  NIS  88.50  for  one  foil  month 

NIS  1 1 7.00  for  two  foil  months 


1 .  Save  10%  on  above  prices,  by  using  the  mail-in  coupon  In  this  paper  (2  weeks  NIS  52.65;  one  month  NIS  7 

2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  Just  how  great  your  car  is! 

3.  You  may  upgrade  from  package  to  package,  by  paying  the  difference. 

TERMS  OF  PUBLICATION:  Advertisement  must  be  for  one  car  only.  You  may  cancel  adr  If  you  sell  the 

by  cash,  check  or  crerift 


but  no  refunds.  Payment 
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SALES/RENTALS 

HERZUYA  PITUAH,  GOOD  selection  of 
quality  houses/apartments,  for  sale  or 
rent  Exclusive  OPEN  &  DUNSKY.  Tel. 
09-957-3096. 10201] 

FOR  SUN  LOVERS!!!  Herzliya  Pituah. 
immaculate  stunning  apartment,  large 
lounge  +  master  bedroom  with  terrace 
overlooking  the  sea  /  marina.  2  bedrooms, 
2  bathrooms,  study,  superb  kitchen.  Ex¬ 
clusive  to  EVERGREEN.  Tel.  09-956- 

8383,  Fax.  09-956-8657. _ 

U.  HERZUYA  PITUAH,  VILLA,  renovated, 

y  fireplace,  long  term.  Si, 600  (rent). 

•  $750,000  (sale).  Tel.  050-234-778 

(794906] 


HERZUYA  PITUAH,  CHOICE  LUXU¬ 
RIOUS  viHas,  for  long-term.  SHASHUA, 
TbI.  0&-a57-QB78.  (19358) 

HERZUYA  HATZ1RA,  T  FUR. 
NISHED,  luxurious  +  sun  balcony  +  ele¬ 
vator.  Immediate.  Tel.  09-957-2016.  09- 
950-6567.  (21305) 

HERZUYA  PITUAH,  LARGE  comfort¬ 
able,  5,  furnished,  seaview,  long  /  short. 
immediate.  Tei.  09-955-7930  (NS). 

HERZUYA  PITUAH  -  MAGNIFICENT 
new  villa  with  Indoor  pool,  5  bedrooms. 
Exclusive  to  EVERGREEN.  Tel.  09-958- 
8383.  Fax.  09-956-8657.  [68] 

OFFICE  TO  RENT  IN  HERZUYA  PfTU- 
AH,  27  sq.m.,  luxurious  building,  park¬ 
ing,  pool.  Tel.  09-955-4886,  052-450- 
312.  (650366) 

LARGE  HOUSE  ON  targe  plot  in  Her- 
xfiya  Pituah.  Tel.  03-522-7599.  TO.  09- 
957-2171.  (794918] 

SEAVIEW  IN  NETANYA.  Exclusive 
multipurpose  apartment,  attractive  layout, 
long  term.  TeL  09-899-8451.  [796391] 


FOR  SALE 

•5  Room  Apt.  -  Nitza Blvd,  high 
floor,  magnificent  sea  view  with 
sun  balcony - 

Bargain  price  $349,000 
*5  Room  -  Near  city  cento-,  high 
,  floor  Just  $205,000 

•  4  Room  -  sea  view  near  city 
center,  completely  refurbished 

Only  $220,000 
•2  Room  -  Nitza Blvd.  -  beandful 
sea  view  -  high  floor 

Just  $165,000 


33  Dizs*oc“  S:..  Netsnvs 

Tel.  09-36 167 1G 
09-8842903 


HERZUYA  PITUAH.  “ESHEL*,  du¬ 
nam.  6  +  pool  +  basement  (Bght).  Realtor. 
TeL  09-956-6013.  (21538] 

iTfar  SHMARYAHU.  NEW,  dunam. 
450  m.  built.  pooL  basement  {fight).  Real¬ 
tor.  TO.  09-956-6013.  (21536] 

NETANYA  -  BEAUTIFUL.  NEW,  fully 
furnished  and  equipped  house  dose  lo 
sea  shore  and  eouniry  dub,  lor  sale  or 
rent  PHILLIP  BENSON  REAL  ESTATE. 
Tel.  00-882-1517 ,  Fax.  09884-5031 
E-mail;  bensonp6tntemet-zahav.net 
(796427]  _ 

SALES 

NEW  SPECIAL  HOUSE,  western  Ra- 
mat  Hasharon,  exceptional,  quiet  location, 
view.  TeL  03-540-5915.  (20372] 

HERZUYA  PITUAH.  IN  DANIEL  Hotel, 
spacious  studio,  on  sea  front  $159,000. 
TeL  050-884-591 .  (19358] 

HERZUYA  PITUAH,  EXCLUSIVE  area, 
dose  to  the  sea.  large  villa,  magnifi¬ 
cent.  amazing.  SHASHUA.  Tel.  09- 
957-0878.  [21356] 


HERZUYA-BET,  MODERN,  LUXURIOUS 
Villa!!  4  floors!)  $890,000.  Tei.  09-958- 
0558.  (21529] 

BARGAINI  KFAR-SHUAREYAHU, 
LUXURIOUS,  not  new,  pool,  $900,000. 
Tel.  09-956-0558. 050-288-521.  (21806] 

SALE/RENTAL,  CAESAREA,  LUX U- 
RIOUS  house,  amazing  garden  +  pool. 
TeL  050-231-725. 050-338-128.  (2476] 

HERZLIYA  PITUACH  -  INVEST- 
MENTH  Guaranteed  yearly  income  for  3 
-  5  years.  Villa  on  1000  sq.  m.  plot  great 
location,  excellent  condition.  EVER¬ 
GREEN.  TO.  09-956-8383.  Fax.  09-956- 
8657.  [68] 

RENTAUSALE,  HERZUYA  PITUAH, 
luxurious  house,  breathtaking  garden  + 
pool.  Tel.  050-338-128.  09-955-2692. 
[2475] _ 

HERZLIYA  PITUAH  APARTMENT,  5 
large.  160  m.,  swimming  poof.  5410,000. 
ORON  DUNSKY.  Tel.  09-957-3096. 
(21407] 


_ SALES _ 

ATUT.  PRIVATE  HOUSE,  2  floors,  335 
sq.m..  situated  on  1,200  sq.m. .  private 
land  with  possibility  to  build  another 
house.  Tel.  04-964-1934.  052-424-588 
(Evelyn).  (796318J 

IN  HAIFA  (DANIA),  exclusive,  invested 
Vffia,  400  sq.m.  /  900  sq.m.  TeL  04-834- 
3705,  050-268-798.  [796451] _ 

MA'ALOT,  COTTAGE,  DUPLEX,  lux¬ 
urious,  new,  170  sq.m.  +  garden  100 
atm..  Si 79,000.  TO.  04*957-3342  (eve.) 


DWELLINGS 


_ Modi'in  Region _ 

RENTALS 

MODHN,  NEW  DUPLEX,  4.5  bedrooms, 
2.5  baths,  prime  view,  long  term.  Tel. 
03-63S8343.  (794909] 


BUSINESS  OFFERS 


_ General _ 

OFFERS 

DIRECT  FROM  FACTORY:  Conver¬ 
sion  machinery  for  toilet  paper,  napkin, 
tissue  and  receipt  rolls.  TeL  08-923-6689. 
(796373] 


RENTALS 


3d  art  gallery 
le  St.  $1900. 


FOR  RENT,  FULLY 
or  other  use.  31  Kin 
TO.  02-566-6026  (N£ 


BUSINESS  OFFERS 


_ Jerusalem _ 

BUS.  PREMISES  ~~ 

SELLING  MINI-MARKET  in  exclusive 
Haredi  neighborhood  (well  established). 
Tel.  053461  -688.  [21548] 

INVESTMENT  ~ 

MAKES  COMMERCIAL  SENSE!  An 
ideal  opportunity  to  Invest  In  United  King¬ 
dom  Property.  14%  +  return.  Contact 
Mayir.  HABITAT  INTERNATIONAL  REAL 
ESTATE.  Tel.  02-561-1222.  [20678J 
E-mail:  portico  ©netvtstorLneLll 

RESTAURANTS 


Successful  Restaurant 

needs  working  partner  for 
management  and  expansion. 
Small  investment  Will  train. 
For  an  appointment,  call 

050-950-744 


SERVICES 


_ General _ 

RENOVATING 

BATHTUB  ENAMELING!  (ZE'EV'S- 
BATHTUBS),  renewal,  repair,  enameling. 
&  bathtub  coverings  without  removing 
tiling.  Guaranteed.  Tei.  03-544-5901. 
09-958-4862.  04-836-1130,  02-533-3862. 
(21807] 


SERVICES 


Jerusalem 


GENERAL 

PALMISTRY.  INDIVIDUAL  READ¬ 
INGS  and  consultations.  Andres,  TO  02- 
624-7259. _ 

HEALTH 

WATER  THERAPY  FOR  back  and 
rheumatic  pain.  Separate  hours.  Tel.  02* 
642-7789.  (21537] _ 

LAUNDRY 

"DRIVE  CLEAN"  -  SERVICE  to  cus¬ 
tomer,  free  pick-up  and  delivery.  Dry 
cleaning,  curtains,  carpets.  Also  laun¬ 
dry  and  boning.  47  Rehov  Haoran,  Me- 
vase  rat  Open  from  6 -6.  Tel.  02-533* 
0007. 


SERVICES 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

HEALTH 

THE  LOVING  FINGERS.  Sensational 
massage,  stress  retief,  an  experience  in 
excellence,  certified/pvt/res.  David,  TeL 

03-522-0108.  [7946431 


COMPUTERS 


_ General _ 

FOR  SALE  ~ 

PENTIUM  II  COMPUTER,  3  months  old, 
moving  back  to  United  States,  best  off¬ 
er.  Tel.  08-927-8691  (after  4:00  pm). 


SITUATIONS  VACANT  ■  .SITUATIONS  VACANT  M  SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

RISHON,  AU-PAfR  NEEDED  for  8 
months  twins,  five-fn,  references  +  experi¬ 
ence.  TeL  03-940-2233.  [796389] 


International  Job  Club 
Excellent  Job  Opportunities! 
For  au  pairs,  domestic  help,  s 
childcare  and  caregivers  for  t 
eideilyt  Great  conditions.  High  § 
salary,  Dve  in/out,  countrywide.  - 
TeL  03-68&-6767, 052-691034 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Jerusalem _ 

_ GENERAL _ 

RAFFLES  HAIRDRESSING  REQUIRE 
part-time,  Engllsh/Hsbrew  speaking  re¬ 
ceptionist  Tel.  02-623-5937.  [68] 


VEGETARIAN  RESTAURANT  LOOK¬ 
ING  for  chef,  assistant  chef,  waiter,  wai¬ 
tresses.  Tel.  053-428-949.  [792238] 

HI-TECH 

High-Tech  company  seeks 

TECHNICAL  LAYOUT  ARTIST 

for  technical  documentation 


a  English,  mother-tongue  level 
>  ■  Knowledge  of  Worcfand  Corel  Draw 
essential 


_ 

M 

T>L=!C* 
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Jerusalem 


TEACHERS 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Tel  Aviv 


_ GENERAL _ 

INTERNATIONAL  MARKETING, 
QUALITY  control,  Hebrew  mother- 
tongue  +  fluent  English,  fuO-tima.  Fax.  03- 
647-4598,  [21543] 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

HOUSEKEEPER  REQUIRED,  LIVE- 
IN,  cooking,  references.  Tel.  03-841- 
4306, 050-237-227.  [796393] 


Tel  Aviv  _ 


LOOKING  FOR  A  NANNY  3-5  times  S 
week,  including  light  housework.  Tel.  03- 

642-4208.  (796387] _  . 

EARN  EXTRA  MONEY,  girt,  housahelp. 
permanent  job,  cleaning,  evenings,  1  -  2 
times  weekly.  animaHovor. 

TeL  03-522-6042.  [7949031 _ 

DON'T  DESPAIR-  BECOME  an  au 
paid!  Don't  daisy-  phone  todsyfl  Au  pair 
International  has  available  the  most  prom¬ 
ising  and  interesting  five-in  job  offers  In  Is¬ 
rael.  Phone  24  hours  03-619-0423. 
jiawg _ 

IMMEDIATE  AU-PAtR  JOBS  available, 
friendliest  families,  best  conditions,  the 
agency  with  a  heart  tor  the  Au  Pairs. 
Can  Hjfina:  (03)  965-9937.  pww 

CHILDCARE  HOUSEKEEPER, 
WARM  family,  possible  live-in,  Petach 
Ttlcvah.  TeL  03-933-7808  (US.).  [796429] 

EXCLUSIVE  AU  PAIR  AGENCY  In 
North  Tel  Aviv  seeking  qualified.  Intelli¬ 
gent  candidates.  High  salaries.  Tel. 
050-620-894-  [20053] _ _ 

FILIPINO/AS  +  VISA,  REFERENCES 
+  experience  essential.  ARGAMAN 
AGENCY  (Roni).  Tei.  03-57&-5988  (10- 
13-)  TO.  052-569-209.  (21538] 


Tel  Aviv 


HIGH  SALARY  FOR  metapelet,  possi¬ 
ble  live-in ,  good  conations.  03-676-3183. 

[7BZ722J 

LIVE-OUT  -  FULL-TIME,  housekeeping  + 
baby.  10:00  -  17  $0.  TO.  03520-1680. 

MEN/WOMEN,  LIVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
part-rim eTfull-tf me.  Tel.  03-512-4059, 
057*280-280.  [795195] 

LESSONS 

LANGUAGE  CENTER:  HEBREW,  Rus¬ 
sian.  Arabic— .+  psychometric  university 
preparations.  Engnsh  teachers  needed. 
TO.  03-962-7210.  [68] 


TURN  PAGE 
FOR  MORE  ! 
CLASSIFIED  ADS 


GENERAL  ASSISTANCE 


l&IGHT 
_  STUFF 


Hie  Jerusalem  Report  gives  you  what  no  other  magazine  offers: 
a  penetrating  first-hand  look  behind  the  local,  national  and  international 
headlines  in  the  dynamic  Jewish  world.  We  connect  you  to  a  shared  experience. 

We  connect  you  to  your  world. 

Just  Pages  Apart 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Friday,  December  25 

Jamaatom:  Amona,  9  Leib  Yafte,  673- 
1801;  Balsam,  Safah  e-Dfo.  627-2315; 
Shuaiat.  Shuaret  Road,  581-0108;  Dar 
Aldawa,  Herod's  Gate,  628-2058. 

Tel  Avtv:  SMomo  Hametech,  78  Shtomo 
Hametech,  524-6461;  Ahva.  165 
Dtzangoft,  522-4717. 

Ra‘anart*-Kfar  Sava:  Hadarim,  Yoseftaf, 
Kfar  Sava.  765-2520. 

Netanya:  Hanassl.  36  Weizmann,  882- 
3839. 

Halta:  Super  Pharm.  HanevTun  Tower,  2 
Khotiry,  051-582021;  New  Pharm,  40 
Hanfta,  052-331013;  Hanassi,  33  Hanassl, 
833-3312. 

Krayot  area:  Nevah  Haim,  77  Moshe 
Sharett.  Kfayat  Haim,  872-8002. 
HeraflyarNew  Pharm.  Beit  Merkazbn.  6 
Masktt  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagalim).  Herzliya 
Pituah,  954-9903.  Open  9  am.  to  5  pjn. 
Upper  Nazareth:  New  Pharm,  Lev  Hair 
Mall,  657-0468.  Open  9  ajn.  to  3  p.m. 

Saturday,  December  26 

Jerusalem:  (day)  Jaffa  Gate,  628-3898; 
(evening)  Phairo-X  Center  1,  537-7667; 
(day  and  evening)  Balsam.  Saiah  e-Dln, 
627-2315;  Shuaiat  Shuafet  Road,  581- 
0108;  Dar  Aklawa,  Herod's  Gate,  628- 
205B.TM  Aviv:  Bloch,  32  Bloch.  522- 
6425;  Brtut,  28  King  George,  528-3731. 
Ra'anana-Kfar  Sava:  (day)  Shoel.  78 
Ah  Liza.  Ra’anana.  748-1068;  (evening) 
Hyper  Pharm,  Hatzomet  mall,  Kfar  Sava, 
743-0692. 

Netanya:  Hasharon  mall,  Herzf.  861- 
7766. 

Haifa:  Super  Pharm  (Lev  Hamitratz),  53 
Hahlstadrut,  051-582021;  New  Pharm,  40 
Hanrta.  052-331013;  Habankim,  851- 
3005. 

Krayot  area:  Super  Pharm,  Kakiryon,  44 
Hapaknah,  Khyat  BiaBk.  877-9320. 
Herzifya:  New  Pharm,  Beit  Merkazim.  6 
Maskrt  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagalim),  Herzifya 
Pituah,  954-9903.  Open  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 
Upper  Nazareth:  New  Pharm,  Lev  Hair 
Matt,  657-0468.  Open  11  ajn.  to  10  p.m. 


DUTY  HOSPITALS 
Friday,  December  25 

Jerusalem:  Shaare  Zedek  (internal); 
Hadassah  Bn  Kerem  (surgery,  orthope¬ 
dics,  obstetrics,  ophthalmology,  END; 
BOoir  HoSm  (pediatrics). 

Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  Dana 
Pediatric  Hospital  (pediatrics);  Tel  Aviv 
Medical  Carter  (internal,  surgery). 
Netanya:  Lantodo. 

Saturday,  December  26 
Jerusalem:  Hadassah  Bn  Kerem  (inter¬ 
nal,  surgery,  orthopedics,  ophthalmology, 
ENT);  Bikur  Hoflm  (obstetrics);  Shaare 
Zedek  (pediatrics). 

TrtjTOftr  Jet  Aviv  Medical  Canter  Dana 
tyMtlH^tepdBl  ^edatrics);  Tel  AvN 
Memral 'Center  (internal,  surgery). 
Netanya:  Laniado. 


POLICE  100 
FIRE  102 

(n  emergencies  dial  102.  Otherwise,  dial 
number  of  your  local  station  as  given  in  the 
front  of  the  phone  rfirectory. 

FIRST  AID  101 
Magen  David  Adorn 

In  emergencies  dial  101  in  most  parts  of 
tee  country.  In  addition: 


Aahdod* 
Ashkatan 
Beanhoba* 
BettSnemesh 
Dan  Repton" 

am* 

Haifa* 

Jerusatear 

Kamvar 


8551333 

6551332 

6274767 

6523133 

5793333 

6332444 

8512233 

6523133 

9985444 


Kfar  Sava' 

Nataliys' 

Netanya* 

P.-Rwa- 

Rehovor 

Rishon’ 

Salad 

Tel  Avtv* 

■nberfaa- 


9902222 

9912333 

9604444 

9311111 

9451333 

9642333 

6920333 

5460111 

6792444 


*  Mobile  intensive  Care  Unit  (MiCllkser- 
-vice^thearea^around-thectock.--  — 

.  >  V.  Wr.  .  •  /.i. 

Help  line  for  English -speakers  — 


Confidential  hot-fine  counseling  and  refer¬ 
rals  for  all  ages,  afl  problems.  MiLev 
Center  for  Crisis  Counseling.  (02)  654- 
1111, 1-800-654-111.  i 

Medical  help  for  tourists  (In  EngUsh) 
177-022-9110. 

The  National  Poison  Control  Center  at 
Rambarn  Hospital,  phone  04-852-9205  for 
emergency  calls  24  hours  a  day,  for  infor¬ 
mation  in  case  of  poisoning. 

Eran  -  Emotional  First  Aid  -  1201,  also 
Jerusalem  02-561-0303  (Arabic:  563- 
0301);  Tel  Aviv  03-546-1111 
(chUdrerVyouth  546-0739);  Rishon  Lezion 
03-956-666172;  Haifa  04-667-2222 
.  (Arabic:  867-2225);  Beersheba  07-649- 
4333;  Netanya  09-662-5110;  Kami  tel  04- 
988-8770  (Arabic  958-3444);  Kfar  Sava 
09-767-4555;  Hadara  06-634-6789; 
Nazareth  (Arabic  06-645-4222). 

Rape  Crisis  Center  (24  hours),  Tel  Aviv 
523-4819,  544-9191  (men),  Jerusalem 
625-5558,  Haifa  8534533,  Elat  633-1977. 

Crisis  Center  for  Religious  Women  02- 
655-5744/5. 24-hour  service,  confidentiali¬ 
ty  guaranteed. 

Emergency  line  for  women  in  distress 
Sunday-lhursday  24  hrs.  a  day;  Friday 
8:30  a.m.-1220  p.m.  09-950-5720. 

Who  hotlines  for  battered  women  02- 
651-4111, 03-546-1133, 07-637-6310, 06- 
855-0506. 

Kupat  Hoilm  Information  Center  177- 
022-1906.  Sisiday-Thursday,  8  am  to  2 
p.m.  Friday  8  am  to  1  p.m. 

Hadassah/Jerusatem  Municipal  Health 
Center  tor  Adolescents,  6  Chile  St. 
fGryat  Hayovei.  Jim.  Advice  by  phone  02- 
643-3882. 

Hadassah  Medical  Organization  -  Israel 
Cancer  Association  telephone  support 
-service  Q2rS24-7676.  . 

Flight-arrivals  -  for  information  in  English 
03-972-3344. 


=  =  k'=  j^i= 


Notices  In  this  feature,  which  appears  every  Friday,  are  charged  at  NIS  42.70  per  line,  including  VAT, 
Insertion  every  Friday  of  the  month  costs  NIS  140.45  per  line,  including  VAT. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES  M  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES  ■  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


TORA  PORTION: 


JER.-CHRISTtAN 

REDEEMER  CHURCH  ,  Lutheran, 
Muristan  Rd.  Old  City,  Jerusalem.  Sunday 
services:  English  9.-00  am  German  1030 
ajn.  TO .  62761 1 1 ,6281 049. 


JERUSALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH  - 
The  Baptist  House  Center.  #4  Narkfs  SL, 
Sun,  10:45  am.,  5^0pmTO.02€255942. 


KING  OF  KINGS 


y.  Sun.  servic¬ 


es  5  p.m..  YMCA  Auditorium.  26  King 
David  SL  For  information  call  02-561- 
0017. 

PENTECOSTAL  WORSHIP  SERV- 
ICE,  ML  Zion  Fellowship,  Fri.,  Sal.. 
Sun..  10:30  am.,  7:30  pm  Tel.  02-582- 
8664. 


JERUSALEM 


HEBREW  UNION  COLLEGE,  13  King 
David  SL  Shabbat  morning  service,  9:30 
am. 


MORES  HET  YISRAEL  —  Conservative 
4  Aaron.  Dr.  Avraham  Feder.  Rabbi. 
Minora  4:25  p.m.,  Shacharir  8:30  a.m., 
Mincha  3:40  p.m..  Daily  Mlnyan  7:00 
am 


TEL  AVIV-CHRISTIAN 


Immanuel  Church, 15  Beer  Ho  (man  .Tel. 
03-6820654.  Services:  Saturday  11  am., 
Sunday  at  10  am. 


Notices  in  this  feature,  are  charged  at  NIS  42.70  per  line,  including  VAT.  Insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  NIS  713.70  per  line,  including  VAT  per  month. 


WHERETO  GO 


HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus  In  Engflsh,  daily 
Sun.-Thur.  11  am.  from  Bronfman  Recap¬ 
tion  Centre,  Sherman  Administration  BWg. 
Buses  4a,B, 23,26,26.  For  Info,  cal! 
882819. 


WHERETO  GO 


HAIFA 


WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 
8374253. 


WHERETO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

CONDUCTED  TOURS 
Tourists  and  Visitors,  coma  and  see 
the  General  Israel  Orphans  Home  tor 
Girts,  Jerusalem. its  manifold  activities, and 
Impressively  modern  buildings.  Free 
Guided  touts  weekdays,  9-12_Bus  no.  14, 
24 ,  Kiryat  Moshe.6523291. 


YES! 

Please 
enter  my 
subscription 
todav 


Name:  _ 
Address: 
City:  — 
Country: 


■  Israel:  l  year  (26  issues)  166  NIS 

*  U.S.  and  Canada:  1  year  (26  issues)  U.S.S39.94  <169  NIS) 

■  U.K.:  1  year  (26  issues)  £29.95  (169  NIS) 

■  All  other  countries:  )  year  (26  issues)  U.S. 569.94  (29 9  NIS) 


State: 


Telephone: 


Zip/Postal  Code: 


El  Please  debit  my  credit  card  no: 
□  Payment  enclosed:  Amount  „ 


\  Payment  enclosed:  Amount _ Expiry  date: _  Signature: _ _ 

CUT  OUT  AND  MAIL  TO: 

In  the  UJi.  30 d  Canada  to:  The  Icnaaloa  Rcpon.  EO.  Box  59032.  Bcatidn;  CO  8Q323  9032 
In  Israel,  the  ITr  apilittfai'aiiHfrw  ro:  The  Jerusalem  Report,  EOl  Bax  1805,  Jerusalem  91017,  ISRAEL  TeL  02-5000835  Foe  02-5389062 
.  This  offer  good  for  FIRST  TIME  SUBSCRIBERS  ONLY.  (Raxes  in  effect  ratal  12/31/98) 

Flreae  Am  *4  weeks  tor  Sot  (MMryfcilLS.&Candi  7JP2 


MORE  EFFECTIVE 
CLASSIFIED  ADS! 


ALLENBY  f 

123ABenbySL 


Vi 


MAHAF 


Ads  by  phone 
service 


arffa'mosbavoO* 

Tel  03-5604433mTsL  03-51 28888 


fr=i  service 

ior  ?i'  cileries  c:  c»ass;f:ed  ads 
si  regular  r.-v/spap-er  'fi¬ 
ne  eoa  charoa1 


Notices  in  this  feature,  are  charged  at  NIS  42.70  per  line,  including  VAT.  Insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  NIS  140.40  per  line,  including  VAT  per  month. 


ART  GUIDE 


HAIFA 


THE  REUBEN  AND  EDITH  HECHT 
MUSEUM.  (Haifa  University).  Permanent 
sxhibition:The  People  of  Israel  In  Eretz 
Yterael  •  Phoenicians  on  the  Northern 
Coast  of  Israel  fn  the  BHbal  Period  *  II- 
nees  and  Heating  in  Andent  Times  .  Im¬ 
pressionism  ana  the  Jewish  School  of 
Paris.  Open  Sun,  Mon,,  Wed.,  Thur.  10-4; 
Tbe.  10-7.  Prf.  10-1.  SatlO-2  ADMISSION 
FREE 


ART  GUIDE 


JERUSALEM 


Museums 

OLDTTSHUV  C0UF1T  MUSEUM.  Life 
to'tfite  Jteri^i  community  in  the  Old  erty. 
rnkWlBPeonimy- World  War  II.BOrHa- 
hasn,  Jewish  Quarter,  Old  City.  Sun.-Thur. 
9  ajn.  -4  p.m. 


ART  GUIDE 


TEL  AVIV 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Ninety 
Years  of  Israeli  Art  •  selection  from  the  Jo¬ 
seph  Hackney-lsrael  Phoenix  Coliec- 
tiomHedva  Ser-  tapestries  produced  in 
tee  Aubusson  workshops.  Plastic  Times  - 
Plastic  *  Design-  Jozef  farads,  paintings, 
tesec  Israels;  Chroracier  oi  Life.  From  tee 
Cabinet  of  Curiosities  to  Virtual  Reality; 
The  Museum  -  Past,  Present  and  Future. 
"A  Point  of  View"  -  children's  exhibition. 
Collections.  HELENA  RUBINSEIN  PA¬ 
VILION  FOR  CONTEMPORARY  ART. 
Hours:  10  am.-6  pjn.Tue^lOa.m.,-10  pjn. 
Fri.,  10  ajTL-2,  p.m„  SaL,  10  a.m.-3^.m. 
Meyerhoff  Art  Education  Center,  . 
Tei.  6919165-8. 
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WEATHER 


ISRAEL 


and  data  provided  by  &’ 
Accu  Weather,  Ina  ■!  - 
©1998 
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Shewn  Is  today’s  weather.  Temperatures  are  today's  highs  and  tonight’s  lows. 

ISRAEL  CITIES 


Saturday 


Sunday 


tenet: 
Breezy  and 
cool  today. 
Showers  like¬ 
ly  across  the 
north;  clouds 
mixed  with 
sun  In  the 
south.  Highs 
10-22.  Lows 
tonight  2-12. 
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INTERNATIONAL  CITIES 


First  Rd  Last  New 

Dec  26  Jan  2  Jan  9  Jan  17 


NORTH  AMERICA  WEATHER  TODAY 


-jj  • 

V' :  Eahbmii 1  •  *■ .  Jm£.  '  ■  ‘ 
lAntoreM  •--ISM0 
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Today  Saturday  Sunday 
Ctty  rtgh  Low/W  High  LawW  tfigh  LowW 

CIF  OF  C/F  OF  OF  OF 

Amsterdam  8<46  G*&  7M  iMc  am  W/pc 

Bapig  11®  -SBSts  6/43  •32apc  8M6  -329fcc 

Berth  4/39  3/37ft  4®  235fc  7/44  409s 

Brussels  7/44  WW  7W4  7AMfc  1050  3OTpc 

Cam  1864  7W4/pc  1664  7/44/pc  2068  1162  fee 

CHcago  -229  -a'lSftc  -1/31  -TffiOp:  367  -3B7fc 

Frankfurt  307  fflSfe  3/37  1/34fc  7/44  469s 

Hong  Kong  22/71  16/Glfe  21/70  1861/b  1966  156Bfec 

Johamssburg  2862  1864fec  3006  IBWfee  2064  176apc 

London  1060  36711  946  7/44/r  8M6  -Wipe 

LosAngefes  1864  BMSfec  22/71  flMfifec  20GB  8W6fec 

Madid  .  8/45  -1614K  116B  1/34«  1365  235fe 

ItafcO&y  22/71  943/s  21/70  7«4/s  2068  7/44/pc 

Monro*  -916  -iawc  -8/18  -14/npc  -4/25  -an e/s 

Moscow  -1915 -12/11/m  -327  -4/2Stsn  -161  -3676 

rtewHbrii  164  -2/29/pc  3/37  032/c  6/43  1644>c 

Ptofe  5/41  367/r  843  841/sh  948  1/34/pc 

Prague  164  -aC7fec  164  Q&fsn  BM6  439ft 

Rio  da  Janeiro  2760  21/7Qfr  2760  22/71 /pc  2760  22/71 /pc 

Home  8146  337fc  1950  937ft  1467  469^c 

27/80  1968s  3168  24/756  26/79  21/79pc 

Tokyo  948  7/44/9  1263  SWlfee  946  BM3feC 

Toronto  -924  -11/13ft  -465  -818/pc  265  -929ftc 

Vienna  .  062  .=4/25 ft  367  032ft  1050  6H3to 

Vtasaw  -1/31  -329sf  367  -263pc  843  849s 

Mbshnglon  164  -B29fee  265  -161/c  843  1/M/pc 

2Utch  1/34  -a/27fte  367  367/r  948  469s 
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SITUATIONS  VACANT  W 

SITUATIONS  VACANT  B 

PURCHASE/SALES 

Tel  Aviv 

Dan  Region 

General 

OFFICE  STAFF 


FOB  IMPORT  COMPANY,  marketing  and 
import  secretary,  Hebrew  a  must,  com¬ 
puter  proficiency,  excellent  conditions. 
TeL  03-670-2494.  [0012] 


A  LARGE  IMPORT  company  based  in 
Tel  Aviv  seeks  a  full-time,  highly  skilled 
secretary  to  general  manager.  E/H  corre¬ 
spondence.  Computer  literate.  Fax  CV  in 
English  to:  D3-683-9636.  [653393] 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

AU  PAIR,  EXPERIENCED,  FOR  family 
In  Ftamai  Hasharon,  long  term,  five-in  sep¬ 
arate  unit  Tei.  03-549-3030.  [21477] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


HOUSEHOLD  GOODS 

RECLINER  CHAIR,  NEW,  Barcaloung- 
er,  tan  leather,  compact.  Tel.  02-622- 
1375.  [796386] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


FOR  LARGE  REAL  ESTATE  office, 
clerk,  typing  experience,  English  Hebrew 
a  must  Tef 03-525-71 50.  [139524] 


TYPIST  FOR  LAWYER'S  office,  Tel 
Aviv,  Word  7,  afternoons,  5  days.  Tel. 
03-685-3071.  [21405] 


LAW  FIRM  REQUIRES  excellent  Eng¬ 
lish  mother  tongue  typist,  dictaphone  and 
clerical  assistance.  Knowledge  of  Hebrew 
jmed.  Sun.-Thure.,  9:00-15:00.  Td. 
ilfi-7415.  [7964531 


Sharon  Area 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

LOOKING  FOR  FEMALE  HOUSE¬ 
KEEPER,  to  live  out,  8  days  a  week,  4 
hours,  morning.  Tei.  050-498-264. 


WORKERS  WANTED:  2,3  times  per 
week,  (live-in  possible).  Tel.  03-512- 
4058.057-280-800.  [795194] 

OFFICE  STAFF 


Jerusalem 


COMPUTER  EQUIPMENT 

FOR  SALE:  XANTE  Accel-a-Wriler.  B& 
W  printer  tor  A-4  and  A-3  paper,  fir®  con¬ 
ditions,  good  for  PC  or  Mac.  Tel:  02- 
9973735  [NS) 


FOR  SALE 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS  FOR  High 
Tech,  computer  proficiency.  Hebrew  ad¬ 
vantage.  rax.  03-691-7117.  P1408] 


ENGUSH  CORRESPONDENT  -(-HE¬ 
BREW  typing.  Import  office.  Q-Texfc  full 
time.  P.O.B.  ----- 
[21481] 


400,  Herzliya  46103. 


SECRETARY,  RESPONSIBLE, 
HARDWORKING,  English  mother 
tongue  +  fluent  Hebrew.  Fax.  03-647- 
[21544] 


NETANYA,  SECRETARY,  ENGLISH- 
HEBREW,  part-time  -  afternoon,  possibly 
student  Tel.  09-665-91 10.  [796431] 


ELECTRIC  PIANO.  REYNOLD,  like 
new.  Tel.  993-1136  (N.S.) 


GRACO  STROLLER,  LIKE  new,  very 
light-weight,  tor  redlning/sitting.  N.I.S. 
500.  TeL  02-993-1136  (N.S.) 

HOUSEHOLD  GOODS 

BEAUTIFUL  SOUD  MAHOGANY  din¬ 
ing  set  +  2  piece  china  cabinet  Tel.  02- 
993-8172,  050-567-610  (N.S.)  [796372] 


Different  groups,  same 


FUNDS 


Helping  tfiose  who  are  less  for¬ 
tunate  crosses  all  boundaries  - 
national,  religions  and  age  groups. 
This  week  we  want  to  thank  two 
very  different  groups  that  go  out  of 
their  way,  through  our  funds,  to 
support  those  less  able  to  support 
themselves. 

Firstly,  let  me  thank  the 
American  Intemadonal  School  of 
Kfar  Shmaryahu  for  putting  on 
their  traditional 

Hannkka/Christmas  show  and  to 
thank  all  the  pupils  and  parents 
who  donated  holiday  gifts  to  our 
Toy  Fund. 

We  will  make  sure  that  the  won¬ 
derful  presents  they  gave  us  will 
go  to  kids  in  need.  I  also  want  to 
thank  Richard  Shavei-Tzion  and 
the  Ramatayim  Men's  Choir, 
soloist  Colin  Schachat  and  accom¬ 
panist  Raymond  Goldstein,  and 
the  Ankor  Youth  Choir  directed  by 
Smadar  Kolbin  for  a  beautiful 
Hanukka  evening  at  the  Israel 
Museum  which  contributed  a  sub¬ 
stantial  gift  to  our  work.  Thank 
you  one  and  all. 

Please  rush  your  checks  to:  The 
Jerusalem  Post  Funds,  P.OJ3.  81. 
91000  Jerusalem.  We  (Mie 
Feldman  and  Judy  Aminoff)  can 
be  reached  by  telephone  at  (02) 
537-6528  if  you  wish  to  make  a 
VISA  credit  card  donation  or  if 
you  have  any  queries. 

Donors  living  in  the  US  wishing 
to  receive  tax  benefits,  can  send 
their  donations  to:  Friends  of  The 
Jerusalem  Post  Funds.  270 
Lafayette  Sl.  Suite  505,  New 
York,  NY  10012.  Please  designate 
in  your  letter  to  which  fund  you 
wish  to  donate  and  write  your 
message  very  clearly. 

FORSAKE  ME  NOT 

NIS  500  In  memory  of  my  parents 
Fruma  and  Ze'ev  Shapiro  -  E  Rataefi. 
NIS  315  Anon,  Jlem. 

NIS  200  Ben  Chaim.  Mrs.  Nina 
Bellows.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Afetc 
NIS 150  Nachi  andTemy  Goldwasser. 
In  honor  of  our  children  Ane.  Michal  and 
Meir  -  Leah  and  Arthur  ShaviL  In  mem¬ 
ory  of  our  grandfather  Meyer  Pe riant  - 
Tal,  Nadav  and  lian  Kra-Oz.  Mrs.  Sheila 
Spitz. 

NIS  126  In  loving  memory  of  our  dear 
ernes'  yahrzeits  -  Bob  and  Lorraine 
Hoffman. 

NIS  125  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Heymann. 
NIS  120  Dr.  Kurt  Brickner.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sam  Fisher. 

NIS  100  In  loving  memory  of  my  par¬ 
ents  Bessie  and  Jack  Zeff  -  Ethel 
Schain.  Dr.  Zvi  Rigbi.  M.Holel.  In  memo¬ 
ry  of  all  my  loved  ones  -  Rosa  Shaw. 
Mrs.  Rose  Kretzmer.  Mrs.  Matilda 
Gordon.  - 

NIS  75  In  loving  memory  of  our  dear 
parents  Kathe  and  Bruno  Silberstein  - 
Inse  Heineberg,  SA,  Peter  Silberstein, 
Ma'a  lot,  Allen  SQberstein  Henderson, 
Nevada.  Harris  Miller  &  Co. 

NIS  60  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sternberg. 

NIS  54  Ellenbogen.  In  memory  of 
Wanda  and  Emsl  Kohn  -  Laurence 
Levy.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Cohen. 

NIS  50  In  honor  of  our  dear  parents' 
and  grandparents  golden  wedding 
Irene  and  Julius  Simpson  -  Michelle, 
Stephen,  Racheli  and  Danny  Simpson. 
In  memory  of  my  beloved  husband  - 
Use  Sender.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Sacks.  Mr.  and  Mrs.D.  Burgin.  Abram 


American  International  School  elementary  principal  Elaine  Levy  (second  fronrleft)  donates  tf?e 
first  of  many  holiday  gifts  for  the  Toy  Fund  to  the  ‘Jerusalem  Post  s  Malcolm  Ga&on  (right),  as 
the  school's  musical  director  Frannie  Goldstein  and  P.E.  instructor  Graham  Gadd,  wearing  a 
Santa  Clans  outfit,  look  on. 


and  Miriam  Sender.  Mrs.  Rachief 
Rapoport,  Johannesburg. 

NIS  20  With  thanks  -  Bea  and  Natra 
Jacobson.  In  memory  of  my  dear  hus¬ 
band  Barney  Davidson  -  Rachel 
Davidson. 

S300  in  loving  memory  of  Afics  Kann. 
London  -  Mrs.  Julie)  PfeHer. 

S250  Vivian  and  Herbert  Thaler, 
Baltimore. 

SI 50  Men's  Club  of  Temple  Beth  Am. 
Margate,  FL 

Si  00  In  honor  of  Chris  and  Eitan  GUI 
tor  a  wonderful  day  on  the  Red  Sea  - 
Margie  and  Stan  Kugelmass,  Toronto. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Morgenstem. 

S54  Gita  Hurwitz. 

S50  Tamara  and  Herbert  Goldman. 
Englewood,  NJ.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Eiger. 

536.93  In  honor  o(  the  birthdays  o! 
our  great-granddaughters  Timmy  and 
Tali  -  Srtta  and  Benno  Elk  us  - 
Melbourne. 

S36  M.  Genesiaw,  NY.  in  honor  of  the 
50th  wedding  anniversary  of  Rabbi 
Jacob  and  Gilda  Haipem  of  Del  Ray 
Beach,  Florida  -  Ms.  Suzan  Sankel,  FL. 

S30  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Herzog. 

S25  In  memory  o!  my  beloved  par¬ 
ents.  Benjamin  and  Esther  Smitowck  - 
Nettie  Gran  at,  Skokie,  fl_  Hannah  TaJ, 
Berkeley.  CA.  In  loving  memory  of  our 
parents,  WQBarn  and  Charlotte  Most  el; 
and  our  father.  Sam  Krampf  -  Stella 
and  Arthur  Mostel,  Stamford.  CT.  E.W. 
and  Helen  Woodham,  Nev/porL  AR. 
Anon. 

S20  Sue  and  Bill  SpeHberg.  Skokie. 

S18  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sigmar  Seif, 
Paterson,  NJ.  Mrs.  GuilelJe  Osofsky. 

SwFr  500  In  memory  of  my  mother 
Maria  Levi  -  Emilio  Levi,  Geneva. 

'■  New'  Douarw-ns1 

Progress  Total 

NIS  5,357  .  .  NIS  1^79,413"  ’ 

51. 373.93  S60.927.93 

(other  currencies  converted  to 

shekels) 

TOY  FUND 

nis  4.000  Proceeds  from  Hust  Funds 
in  the  name  of  Menashe  Ray  Brown, 
Andy  De  Franco.  Sara  Horovitz  and 
Avraham  Silver. 

NIS  700  Miriam  Schmeri. 

NIS  315  Anon.  J*lem. 

NIS  200  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Afek. 

NIS  180  Hai  x  10  In  honor  oi  our 
grandson  David's  Bar  Mitzva  and  our  10 
grandchildren  -  Rita  and  John  Jacos.  In 


honor  of  the  *bar  mitzva"  anniversary  of 
the  aliya  of  Rabbi  Jay  and  Ruby  Karaen 

-  Judy  Ann  Cohen. 

NIS  150  Nachi  and  Temy  Goldwasser. 
In  honor  ol  our  grandson  Jordan 
Thomas  Shavit  -  Leah  and  Arthur 
Shavit.  In  fondest  memory  of  our 
beloved  Zachi,  brutally  killed  in  a  traffic 
accident  more  than  20  years  ago  -  Lflfi 
and  Baruch  Schaefer  and  his  mother 
Michal.  Anon. 

NIS  125  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Heymann. 

NIS  120  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Fisher. 

NIS  100  In  memory  of  our  dear  father 
Milton  Goldstein  -  Gail  Barak  and  Leah 
Werber.  M.  Rotef.  In  memory  of  Shaftiel 

-  h.K.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Cohen. 

NIS  75  Harris  Miller  &  Co. 

NIS  60  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sternberg. 

NIS  54  In  memory  of  Arnold  Levy  - 
Laurence  Levy. 

NIS  50  in  honor  of  our  dear  parents’ 
and  grandparents'  Golden  Wedding 
Irene  and  Julius  Simpson  -  Michelle. 
Stephen,  Racheli  and  Danny  Simpson. 
In  memory  of  my  beloved  husband  - 
Use  Sender.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Burgin.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norman  Sacks.  Miriam  and 
Abram  Sender.  Anon. 

S250  Vivian  and  Herbert  Thaler, 
Baltimore. 

From  the  children  of  Bet  Torah 
Religious  school.  Mount  Kisco,  N.Y. 

S180  In  honor  of  Sandra  L  Cal  mas. 
on  ihe  occasion  of  Hanukka  -  James  J. 
Cal  mas.  Boston. 

5150  Men's  Ckib  of  Temple  Beth  Am, 
Margate.  FL. 

Si  00  In  honor  of  our  three  Israeli 
grandchildren  David.  Adi  and  lian  and 
our  three  American  grandchildren 
Bryanne,  Zachary  and  Eryse  -  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold’-Haflack?  Cranbury,  NJ.  Mr. 
.and  Mrs.  J.  MoraenstBm:  trt  memory  of  : 

Bridges,  NJ-  3  x  S25  from  Arthur  and 
Stefla  Mostal  -  in  honor  of  our  Israeli 
children  and  grandsons,  Rob  and 
Ayeflet  Mostel,  Kfir,  Ronen  and  Barak; 

In  honor  of  our  CT  chfldren  and  grand¬ 
daughters,  Carolyn  and  Jeffrey  Weiser, 
Samantha  and  tmfly;  In  honor  of  our 
San  Diego  chBdren,  Linda  and  Daniel 
Kudnski,  and  grandson,  Joshua. 

S50  Tamara  and  Herbert  Goldman, 
Englewood,  NJ.  Steven  A.  Moskowitz, 

La  Palma,  CA.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eiger. 

536  M.  Genesiaw,  NY. 

530  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Herzog. 

$25  In  memory  of  my  beloved  hus¬ 
band  Harry  Granat  -  Nettie  Granat, 


Skokie,  IL.  Alvin  W.  Roestone,  Mil.: 
Clifton  Forge,  VA.  Judith'  and  Joel 
Blumbera,  Cos  Cob,  Connecticut  Mrs. 
Hannah  TaJ,  Berkeley,  CA.  MaiwiaJT 
Berry,  Laguna  Hitts,  CA.  .Mrs.  Rose 
An  is.  Sisterhood  Of  New  -  Hope 
Congregation. 

$20  Sue  and  Bill  Spettberg,  Skokie; 

IL 

$19  in  memory  of  RevaT.  Bach  and 
Morris  Bach -their  daughters  Judith  Iris 
Bach,  New  York,  and  Hene  Bach  Amar,  W 
Baldwin,  NY. 

$15  Yancovtch,  Hartford,  CT.  Mr.  aid 
Mrs.  Sigmar  Seif,  Paterson.  NJ.. 
Northbrook  Congregation  Ezra- 
Habonim  dass  Bet:  Rachel  Atlas,  Mofly 
Bloom,  Vael  Greenberg.  Lea  Hksch, 
Jonathan  KOpetman,  An  Safinger, 
Sydne  Stutzky  and  class  Dated:  Shefey 
Baron,  Dana  Goldberg,  Eric  Goaqud, 
liana  Haber,  Jennifer  Levfn.  Bryce  ’ 
Undon,  Jeffrey  Nathan,  Karfi  Safinger, 

Aren  Slutzky.  Mrs.  Guiteile  Osofsky. 

New  Donations  - 

Progress  Totals 

NIS  7^09  -  NIS  167,268 

51.767  548,301.45 

(other  currencies  converted  to 
shekels) 

WH.COME  HOME  FUND 


vc*A 


NIS  315  Anon.  Jlem. 

NIS  150  Nachi  and  Temy  Goldwasser. 
Mrs.  Nina  Bellows. 

NIS  120  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Fisher. 

NIS  100  M.  Rotef. 

NIS  60  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Sternberg. 

NIS  50  In  honor  of  our  dear  parents' 
and  grandparents'  Golden  Wedding 
Irene  and  Julius  Simpson  -  Michelle, 
Stephen,  Racheli  and  Danny  Simpson.  - 
Mr.  arto  Mra.  OmM;Burgio,Dr.aodA4r^»w; 
.Harvey  C»hgnvWjyand  Mrs.  Norman 
Sacks.  Miriam  ana  Xbram  Sender. 

$150  In  loving  memory  of  Alice  Kann. 
London  -  Mrs.  Juliet  Pfeffer. 

$100  Lawrence  M.  and  Jennie  Stone 
Philanthropic  Fund,  Los  Angeles. 

$50  Tamara  and  Herbert  Goldman, 
Englewood,  NJ.  Mr.  and  Mis.  A.  Eiger. 

£36  M. Genesiaw,  NY. 

$33  Steve  A.  and  M.  Joyce  Vauqhn, 
Phoenix.  AZ. 

$30  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Herzog. 

Sue  and  Bill  SpeUberg.  Skokie. 

New  Donations 

Progress  Total 

NIS  1.145  NIS  45,454 

*459  523,332 
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PETS 


General 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


FOR  SALE 


SCOTTISH  TERRIER  PUPPIES.  Tel. 
052-456-758,  03-504-1987.  [642703] 


VEHICLES 


General 


GENERAL 


.  _ _ _  ARIEPAL0GE 

§  QUALITY  NEW  &  USED  CARS 
|l  TAX  FREE  &  UNRESTRICTED 
Buying  ■  Selling  •  Trading  ■  Leasing 
Celebrating  Sites- Countrywide  Service 
Passport — Passport  -  Our  Specialty 
TeL  0P0- 240-977.  Tel/Fax.  02-652-37351 


PASSPORT 


A  Dynamic  High-Tech  Company  in  the  Telecommunications  Field 

seeks  a 


mm 


MERCEDES-BENZ  S320,  1998  mod¬ 
el,  Mack  metallic,  leather  interior,  all  ex¬ 
tras:  sun  roof,  park-dislance  control,  navi¬ 
gator,  GSM  phone,  17,000  km.,  net  export 
price  DM  78,000  (FOB  German  port). 
Contact  Michael  Gerhard!  Automobiles, 
Germany.  Tel.  49-451-499-3851/2,  Fax. 
49-451-499-3853/4.  In  Israel  Tel.  050- 
454-044.121361] 

TAX-FREE  CARS  FOR  diplomats,  olim 
&  tourists.  Tel.  09-955-5521,  050-251863. 
[791422] 


The  person  filling  the  position  will: 

•  Provide  legal  advice  to  company  management  in  a 
variety  of  commercial  matters 
•  Prepare  a  wide  variety  of  legal  documents  for  commercial 
transactions  around  the  world 
•  Manage  and  coordinate  the  company's  outside  counsel 

The  ideal  candidate  will  meet  the  following  requirements: 

•  English  as  native  tongue;  strong  written  and  spoken  Hebrew 
•  Legal  education  and/or  experience  in  the  U.S. 
or  other  English-speaking  country 
•  Member  of  the  Israel  Bar 

•  At  least  5  years  practical  experience  as  a  lawyer  in  a  commercial  setting 


VEHICLES 


Jerusalem 


DAEWOOD  SSANGYONG  CORAN- 
DO  Jeep  4x4,  manual,  diesel,  1994,  excel¬ 
lent  condition,  S6.9Q0.  Can  Mark.  Tei.  03- 
527-0621,  050-717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  SESTIZA,  1992,  automatic, 
small  car,  full  extras,  as  new  condition, 
guaranteed,  excellent  car,  54,390.  Call 
Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050- 
717-981.  J794159] 

FORD  PROBE,  1991  GT.  manual.  2 
door,  $4,900.  5  seats.  Mack,  very  luxuri¬ 
ous  car,  AC,  P/S.  E/W,  top  condition,  tow 
km.  Cafl  Mark  anytime.  Tei.  03-527-0621. 
050-717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  PROBE  1991.  2  door.  5  seats 
auto  matte,  very  luxurious,  AC,  full  extras, 
cruise  control,  white,  low  km.,  exes  lien  l 
car.  CaB  Mark.  Tel.  050-717-981.  03-527- 
0627.  [794159] 

HONDA  ACCORD  1988.  manual,  ex- 
cellent  condition,  full  extras.  S3, 900.  Call 
Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

MERCEDES  240,  DIESEL,  1978. 
manual,  red,  full  extras,  S4.900.  Call 
Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[7941 59 J 

MITSUBISHI  STARION.  1989,  2 
doors,  manual,  5  seats,  air-conditioning, 
radio-cassette,  vary  attractive  car,  54,900. 
Call  Mark  any  lime.  Tel.  050-717-981. 
[794159] 


PONTIAC  GRAND-AM,  1992,  au¬ 
tomatic,  very  luxurious,  full  extras,  55,900. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717- 
981.  [794159] 

SAAB  90001, 1994,  automatic,  excel¬ 
lent,  new  condition,  full  extras,  metallic 
dark,  very  luxurious  car.  59,300.  Call 
Mark  any  time.  Tel.  03-527-0621 ,  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

VOLVO  240  GL,  1986.  manual  RHD, 
original,  excellent  condition,  full  extras. 
52,900.  Call  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527- 
0621,050-717-981.  [794159] 

VW  GOLF  GTI,  1991.  aulo.  excellent 
conefitkm,  4  doors.  5  seats,  toll  extras,  as 
new,  silver,  $5,500.  Call  Mark.  Tel.  03- 
527-0621.050-717-981.  [794159] 

CHEVY  LUMINA,  1998,  only  4,500  km., 
as  new,  automatic,  green,  radio-cas¬ 
sette,  alarm  and  immobilizer.,  telephone 
stand,  book  price.  Tel.  03-964-6605. 
052-936-962  (Annie).  [795460] 

VW  GOLF  GTI,  1990,  manual,  dark 
blue,  2  doors.  S  seats,  toll  extras,  54,500. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717- 
961.  [7941591 

VW  GOLF  GTI,  cflasel,  1992,  dark  blue, 
manual,  excellent  condition,  very  cheap  to 
run,  full  extras.  $4900.  Cafl  Mark.  Tei.  03- 
527-0621,  050-717-981.  [794159] 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


CADILLAC  SEVILLE,  1983,  automat¬ 
ic,  collector's  item,  full  extras,  excellent 
conation,  3.8  cc..  2  colors,  S5.900.  Call 
Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon  Area 


PASSPORT 


1®?2  G?LF;  AUTOMATIC,  p/steering. 
AC.  4  door,  tow  km.,  1  white,  1  dk.  blue 
9reat ^buy_i Tel.  052-423-3327, 


09-742 


[794905] 


IT,0™0™*™***  LTD.  .  white, 
full  leather,  full  options,  no  accidents, 
ac^d0fris,  small  mileage, 
must  be  seen.  Tourist  or  Diplomat  fat 
052-423-327.  09-742-9517 

OLEH-  OLEH  -  1908  Toyota  Carota  Sta- 

only  .be  dewribed’as  SS,.0^' $££ 
052-423-327?  09-742- 

TOURIST  ONLY,  1996  L  300  10  seals. 

SieraS;  AC.  1st  hand,  S£- 


MITSUBISHI  STATION,  GLXI.  1994, 

-  46,000km,  excellent  condition,  automat- 

-  V  to.  Tel.  02-652-3735,  050-240-977. 
V.  [194781 


UNRESTRICTED 


CASH  FOR  CARS,  new/used,  sales/ 
trade.  Auto  Deal,  Tomer  Dotan.  Tel.  02- 
673-8555,  050-387-192, 

FIATTIPO,  DGT,  1991,  1.6  cc,  new 
motor,  automatic,  metallic,  tolly  loaded, 
power  steering,  very  economical  &  ele¬ 
gant.  Inexpensive.  Tel.  02-993-1493 
(N.S.),  050-316-715  (N.S.)  [21051] 


ill;  Teledata 


.  & 

■  ** 

•*  _ _ 

"  SUBARU  STATION,  1993,  1.6  cc,  au- 
« tomatte,  power  steering,  orthopedic  seals, 
i  %  radio-tape,  fun  security  sysum.  AC,  low 
S-j  mileage.  Perfect  car  at  discount  price, 
•if  TO-  02-983-1580  (N.S.),  050-316-715 
-  f  (N.S.)  [21050] 

-j  - - 

.  S 1985,  PEUGEOT,  305,  automatic,  good 
'  condition.  120,000km,  below  book.  Tel. 
it  02-586-6080  (NS).  [21479] 


VEHICLES 


Shaar  Lamathil 


nmj-rri  puinui 


Tel  Aviv 


A  Subddtey  of  ADC  WgamnunkatioiB,  kc. 


Please  reply  in  writing  to  ADC  Teledata  Communications  Ltd.,  EO.Box 
2003,  Herzliya  46120  Fax:09-959-1479  indicate  Position  No.  100 
Email:]obs@teledata.co.i!  Send  attachment  in  word  format 


PASSPORT 


DAEWOOD  PRINCE  1996,  manual, 
1  luxury  car,  full  extras,  excellent  condition, 
j  Don't  miss  out!  $6,500.  Cafl  Mark  any- 
-Jtime.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
.  ^  [794159] 

V* 


’.s.  1 ?.d.  i  n  gfc> e  g  I  n  n  e  r-s  ’  Hebrew  weekly 
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English 
soccer  fan 
seeks  legal 
recourse 
against  lazy 
players 

WEST  BROMWICH  (AP)  -  An 
English  soccer  fan  has  attempted 
to  set  a  precedent  which  might 
help  the  coaches  who  tear  their 
hair  out  when  players  fail  to  per¬ 
form  up  to  expectations. 

West  Bromwich  Albion  fan  Bill 
Archer  became  so  frustrated  with 
bis  team’s  lackluster  perfor- 

€ces  that  he  reported  the  play- 
to  officers  of  the  Trading 
dards  Authority. 

Archer  complained  to  Trading 
Standards  on  the  grounds  that  he 
wasn’t  getting  his  money’s  worth 
ar  the  games  -  Albion's  loss  to 
lowly  rated  Tran/n ere  in  a  division 
one  match  on  the  weekend  was 
the  final  straw. 

The  lead  up  to  the  festive  season 
hasn't  brought  too  much  good 
cheer  for  England's  batch  of  pro¬ 
fessional  soccer  players  this 
week. 

Rock  legend  Sir  Elton  John, 
chairman  of  division  one  team 
Watford,  started  the  backlash 
when  be  made  national  headlines 
Wednesday  by  describing  premier 
league  players  as  lazy  and  over- 

yhen  Archer  demanded  some 
legal  recourse  against  the  players 
who  weren’t  producing  the  goods 
on  the  field. 

“They're  playing  for  £5,000, 
£10,000  even  £20,000  per  week  - 
surely  they  should  perform  on  a 
Saturday.  That’s  all  the  fans 
want,"  Archer  told  Sky  News  yes¬ 
terday. 

“(the  solution)  is  simple.  If 
(players)  don’t  perform,  they 
don't  get  paid.”  West  Brom  are 
currently  middle  of  the  standings 
in  division  one  and  although  man¬ 
ager  Dave  Smith  agrees  the  team 
“can  improve  100  percent”,  there 
are  plenty  of  other  teams  doing 
worse. 

little  bit  of  good  news  for  out- 
^Spf-form  players  is  that  the  Trading 
■Standards  authority  decided 
Archer  had  no  case. 

Buying  a  ticket  enables  fans  to 
watch  a.  game,  whether  or  not  its 
i worth  watching  is  not  the  issue, 
was  the  regulator/ .body’s  official 
line. 


Praguayao  Carlos  Gamarra  holds  aloft  the  Brazilian  soccer  championship  trophy  as  he  celebrates  with  fellow  Corinthians  Amaral 
(left)  and  Gilmar  (2nd  left).  memcn) 

Edilson  strikes  as  Corinthians 
win  Brazilian  soccer  title 


RIO  DE  JANEIRO  ("Reuters)  -  Corinthians 
won  the  Brazilian  championship  on  Wednesday, 
beating  Cruzeiro  2-0  in  die  third  and  final  leg  of 
die  final  to  claim  the  title  for  the  second  time  in 
their  history. 

Former  international  Edilson  scored  the  crucial 
goal  in  the  65th  minute  of  Brazil's  soccer  show¬ 
piece,  played  on  a  midweek  afternoon  apparent-  „ 
ly  to  accommodate  a  children's  Christmas  televi¬ 
sion  special. 

Marcelinho  Carioca,  back  in  the  team  after  a 
tiff  with  coach  Vanderiey  Luxemburgo  last 
month,  scored  the  second  in  the  83nd  minute. 
Both  goals  were  set  up  by  halftime  substitute 
Dinei. 

It  was  Luxemburgo’s  last  game  in  chaige  as  he 
is  leaving  to  take  sole  chaigq  of  the  Brazil  nation¬ 
al  team.  Luxemburgo,  who  is  serving  a  60-day 
touchline  ban  watched  from  the  stands.  He  has 
taken  on  both  roles  since  August 


Corinthians,  who  first  won  the  title  in  1990  and 
were  nearly  relegated  last  year,  needed  only  a 
draw  at  home  in  Sao  Paulo  after  the  first  two 
matches  had  ended  in  2-2  and  1-1  draws. 

Under  the  intriguing  and  unique  Brazilian 
championship  rules,  the  three-leg  knockout  ties 
are  decided  on  points,  goal  aggregate  if  points 
are  level  and  finally  first  stage  record,  in  which 
Corinthians  had  the  advantage. 

Cruzeiro,  who  have  twice  been  South 
American  champions  but  never  won  the 
Brazilian  title,  paid  the  price  for  the  over-cau¬ 
tious  tactics  of  coach  Levir  Culpi  who  began 
with  a  defensive  formation. 

Veteran  striker  Muller  and  19-year-old  Fabio 
Junior  never  got  the  service  they  needed  to  over¬ 
come  a  Corinthians  defense  superbly  organized 
by  Paraguay  World  Cup.  defender  Carlos 
.Gamarra.  .  .  .  " 

Despite  pre-match  bickering  over  the  referee. 


which  had  seen  both  clubs  pressuring  backstage 
to  have  the  official  of  their  choice  nominated,  it 
was  a  good-natured  contest  with  only  three 
bookings. 

The  first  half  saw  only  one  decent  chance  at 
each  end  before  Corinthians  took  control  after 
the  break. 

Dinei  set  up  the  first  goal  by  threading  the  ball 
through  to  Edilson  who  rounded  goalkeeper 
Dida  to  score  his  16th  goal  of  the  competition. 

Seven  minutes  from  the  end  Dinei  created  the 
second  with  a  run  to  the  byline  and  cross  which 
Marcelinho  Carioca  headed  home  for  his  19th 
goal  of  the  competition  to  finish  as  second  top 
scorer  behind  Viola  of  Santos. 

The  game  was  originally  scheduled  for  the 
evening,  but  was  brought  forward  to  four  o’clock 
local  time.  Officials  from  both  clubs  blamed  a 
Christmas  specialjfeaturing  c^dren’stelevision 
personality  Xuxa  for  the  alteration.'  ! 


Springboks  dominated  ’98  on  eve  of  World  Cup 


SPORTS 


in  brief 


Brazil  end  year  top  of  FIFA  rankings 

ZURICH  (Reuters)  -  World  Cup  runners-up  Brazil  ended  the  year 
top  of  FIFA's  world  rankings  with  their  conquerors  France  in  second 
place. 

Croatia,  third  place  finishers  at  France  98,  won  'Best  Mover  of  the 
Year’  for  the  second  time  since  1994,  jumping  up  15  places  from 
their  year  end  ranking  in  1997  to  fourth,  behind  Germany,  the  team 
they  beat  in  the  quarter-finals. 

Two  Asian  teams  made  tele  charges  to  cam  places  in  the  top  30, 
Japan  jumping  10  places  to  20  while  Iran,  recent  winners  of  the 
Asian  Gaines  title,  soared  17  places  to  27. 

Israel  ended  the  year  in  43rd  position. 

Korda  will  defend  Australian  Open  title 

MELBOURNE  (Boners)  -  P«r  Korda  will  defend  his  title  at  next 
month's  Australian  Open  despite  testing  positive  for  steroids  during 
this  year’s  Wimbledon  tennis  dtampionsftips. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  Australian  Open  said  the  Czech  star  had 
entered  the  firet  Grand  Slam  of  the  season  and  was  intending  to  play. 

“As  far  as  were  concerned  everything’s  fine:  Petr  is  booked  to  play 
in  tire  Colonial  Classic  the  week  before  the  Open  and  will  defend  his 
title  after  that,”  the  spokeswoman  said. 

The  1999  Australian  Open  will  be  held  at  Melbourne  Park  from 
January  18-31.  The  Colonial  Classic  will  be  held  at  Kooyong  from 
January  13-16. 

Korda,  30,  won  his  first  ever  Grand  Siam  title  when  be  beat  Chile's 
Marcelo  Rios  in  the  final  of  this  year’s  Australian  Open. 

But  Korda  was  embroiled  in  a  doping  scandal  when  the 
International  Tennis  Federation  (ITF)  announced  on  Tuesday  that  be 
had  tested  positive  for  the  banned  steroid  nandrolone  at  this  year’s 
Wimbledon  championships. 

The  statement  said  Korda  had  been  stripped  of  his  ranking  points  and 
the  US$94,529  he  had  earned  in  prize  money  during  the  tournament. 

Caesarea  golf 

Leslie  ben  Amir  captured  the  A  division  of  the  individual  stable- 
ford  competition  at  the  Caesarea  Golf  Club  with  42  stableford 
points.  Clive  Josset  managed  35  for  second  place  and  Mike 
Bannister  was  third  with  28. 

Mad  Geri  was  the  leader  in  the  B  division  with  40  points,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Norma  Kaufman,  also  on  40,  but  with  an  inferior  back 
nine.  Tburd  place  went  to  Eli  Segev  with  his  36. 

Jules  Cubumek  won  the  C  division  with  33,  followed  by  Yaakov 
Deutch  on  32  and  Lenny  Landes  on  30. 

The  Hanukkah  family  day  better-ball  stableford  tournament  was 
won  by  the  fatfaer-and-son  team  of  Effie  and  Laurie  Been  with  a  12 
better  than  par  48  stableford  points.  Spouses  Abe  and  Shelley 
Tiber  were  second  with  45  points. 

The  two  best  ball  stableford  K-C  competition  on  Saturday  was 
won  by  Cubumek,  Shai  Cohen,  Jeff  Strobe!  and  Shlomo  Fermin 
with  an  18  better  than  par  90  points.  Harold  Stutzen,  Dennis 
Goidsrein,  Mike  Mannor  and  Gabriel  Fish  were  second  with  89. 

Heather  Chait 

Klos  joins  Rangers  at  last 

GLASGOW  (Reuters)  -  Rangers  finally  ended  their  long  pursuit 
of  Stefan  Klos  yesterday  when  they  signed  the  Borussia  Dortmund 
goalkeeper  in  a  £700,000  deal  to  a  4- 1/2  years  contract 
Rangers  chairman  David  Murray  said  that  Klos  had  been  so 
anxious  to  join  the  Scottish  club  -  which  he  was  prevented  from 
doing  by  a  German  coun.spx.  mqnths^p  -  that  he  paid  some  of  __ 
the  transfer  fee  himself  . 

Klos  had  agreedto  go  to'RangersaTfoeend  of  last  season  when  " 
his  contract  expired,  but  was  forced  to  remain  with  Dortmund 
after  the  Bundesliga  club  took  him  to  court  to  enforce  a  year's 
option  thar  they  held  on  the  player. 


LONDON  (Reuters)  -  On  a  cold 
December  day  the  thousands  of  fans 
walking  from  the  station  to 
England’s  Test  match  with  South 
Africa  at  Twickenham  had  an  extra 
spring  in  their  step. 

This  is  ready  the  big  one,”  one 
.-/aid  before  he  took  another  drink 
»bm  a  hip  flask. 

'■  The  words  summed  up  the  signif¬ 
icance  of  the  game  in  world  rugby 
less  than  a  year  before  the  World 
Cup. 

After  the  most  impressive  set  of 
performances  for  nearly  30  years 
during  which  they  tod  beaten 
rugby’s  elite,  the  Springboks  were 
poised  for  an  18th  consecutive  Test 
victory  which  would  break  a  world 
record  set  by  New  Zealand  in  1969. 

But  rugby  desperately  needed  a 
European  victory  to  stop  the  1999 
World  Cup  being  regarded  as  a  glo¬ 
rified  southern  hemisphere  Tri- 
Nations  competition  with  South 
Africa,  New  Zealand  and  Australia 


ready  to  dominate  again. 

England  delivered  a  13-7  victory 
over  the  world  champions  which 
gave  the  northern  hemisphere 
nations  hope  that  they  could  win  the 
competition  for  the  first  time  next 
year. 

The  year  will  be  remembered  for 
Nick  Mallett  s  awesome  Springbok 
team  who  won  the  Tri-Nations  com¬ 
petition,  beating  Australia  and  the 
All  Blacks  twice  each  and  equalling 
the  consecutive  Test  run  of  17  wins 
set  by  the  New  Zealanders  between 
1965  and  1969. 

After  the  low  of  their  home  series 
defeat  by  die  British  Lions  in  1997, 
Mallett  had  transformed  the  team 
into  a  formidable  outfit  They 
proved  to  be  rugby’s  equivalent  of 
Germany  in  soccer,  never  beaten 
until  the  final  whistle. 

The  Twickenham  defeat  may  have 
changed  the  world  order. 

“With  one  win,  England  have 
proved  that  the  World  Cup  will  be 


more  than  just  a  glorified  Tri- 
Nations  series,"  said  former 
Australian  international  Michael 
Lynagh. 

“The  top  five  positions  are  proba¬ 
bly  unchanged  -  South  Africa, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  England 
and  France  -  but  it  does  mean  that, 
on  any  given  day,  any  one  of  these 
teams  can  beat  the  others.” 

South  Africa’s  greatest  strength  is 
their  weD-orgamzed  defense.  Bui 
they  also  have  superior  fitness 
which  allows  them  to  keep  pound¬ 
ing  defenses  with  multi-phases  of 
play  right  up  until  the  dying  sec¬ 
onds. 

The  most  striking  example  of  their 
stamina  came  in  Durban  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  August  when  they  were  trail¬ 
ing  the  AU  Blacks  23-5  going  into 
the  final  quarter  of  a  Tri-Nations 
clash  before  staging  a  remarkable 
comeback,  to  win  24-23. 

A  typical  darting  break  and  score 
by  scrumhalf  Joost  van  der 


Westhuizen  followed  by  another 
from  replacement  flanker  Bobby 
Skinstad  four  minutes  later  closed 
the  gap  to  four  points  as  an  other¬ 
wise  ruthless  All  Black  defense 
went  to  sleep. 

With  time  running  out,  the 
Springboks  opted  to  kick  a  penalty 
to  the  comer  and  from  the  resulting 
lineout  hooker  James  Dalton  was 
earned  overby  his  pack  for  the  win¬ 
ning  tty  in  injury  time. 

It  was  the  All  Blacks’  fourth 
defeat  in  a  row,  their  worst  run  since 
they  lost  six  successive  Tests  in 
1949. 

The  victory  spoke  volumes  for  the 
Springboks’  determination. 

When  Mallett  brought  bis  team  to 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  European 
winter  for  what  was  billed  as  a 
record-breaking  grand  slam  tour,  the 
northern  hemisphere  nations  were 
given  little  chance  of  stopping  them. 

Yet  in  the  first  Test  Wales  made 
the  Springboks  work  desperately 


hard  for  a 28-20  victory.  There  were 
signs  in  their  victories  over  Scotland 
and  Ireland  that  the  northern  hemi¬ 
sphere  nations  were  matching  the 
South  Africans  in  defensive  terms. 

England’s  victory  was  a  triumph 
for  coach  Clive  Woodward  who  had 
been  trying  to  get  his  team  to  play 
expansive  rugby  for  a  year  but  bad 
yet  to  beat  any  of  the  southern  hemi¬ 
sphere  nations. 

But  it  was  interesting  dial  Mallett 
was  soon  talking  about  the  team  he 
regards  as  the  main  danger  at  the 
World  Cup  -  the  New  Zealand  All 
Blacks- 

The  All  Blacks  had  a  calamitous 
year  by  their  standards,  clocking  up 
five  test  defeats  in  a  row,  losing  the 
Bledisloe  Cup  to  Australia  and  com¬ 
ing  in  a  distant  third  in  die  Tri- 
Nations  series. 

But  Mallett,  like  the  rest  of  the 
rugby  world,  fears  they  will  be  back 
to  their  best  in  1999  after  a  sum¬ 
mer's  break. 


Ba  move  to  Newcastle 
scuppered  after  medical 


NEWCASTLE  (AP) 
Newcastle  withdrew  a  £5.2  million 
bid  to  hire  AC  Milan  winger 
Ibrahim  Ba  on  yesterday  after  the 
Frenchman  failed  a  medical  at  SL 
James’ Park. 

Magpies  manager  Ruud  Gullit 
said  Newcastle  and  AC  Milan  had 
agreed  terms  for  the  25-year-old 
international  but  the  deal  was 
scuppered  when  medical  tests  on 
Wednesday  detected  Ba  had  a 
long-standing  knee  injury. 

Gullit,  unitor  fire  this  week  when 
a  club  executive  questioned  his 
commitment  to  Newcastle  and  said 
he  spent  as  much  time  in  the 
Netherlands  as  he  did  on  the 
Tynside,  revealed  his  latest  trip 
abroad  was  a  smokescreen  as  he 
attempted  to  sign  Ba 


“We  had  a  player  we  tod  worked 
very  hard  to  get  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible  but  then  he  failed  his  med¬ 
ical.”  Gullit  said. 

“It’s  a  very  big  disappointment. 
We  worked  very  hard  to  get  him 
here  for  his  medical  in  secret. 

“In  the  past  we  had  a  lot  of  stories 
in  the  newspapers  but  we  saw 
already  with  Duncan  Ferguson  that 
it  was  kept  a  secret  and  we  got  him. 

“Now  again  with  Ba,  it  was  kepi 
a  secret  Nobody  knew  what  was 
going  on  and  unfortunately  I  was 
the  target  for  that. 

“But  if  you  can  get  a  player  in 
and  be  the  target,  then  so  be  it” 
Gullit,  a  former  Dutch  internation¬ 
al  and  Chelsea  manager,  replaced 
Kenny  Dalglish  as  manager  at 
Newcastle  in  August. 


Predators  deal  Red  Wings  fourth  straight  loss 
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NASHVILLE  Tena  (Reuters)  - 
The  Detroit  Red  Wings’  tailspin 
deepened  on  Wednesday  as  (hey  lost 
their  fourth  straight,  felling  5-3  to 
the  expansion  Nashville  Predators. 

Tomas  Vokoun  made  a  career- 
high  50  saves  and  Cliff  Rorming  and 
Scott  WWker  each  scored  twice  to 
lead  tte  Predators. 

It  is  the  second  four-game  losing 
streakof  the  season  for  the  two-time 
defending  Stanley  Cup  champions, 
who  tod  gone  five  years  without 
losmgfbarinarow. 

Vokoun  was  making  his  sixth  start 
in  seven  games  in  place  of  (he 
injured  Mike  Dunham.  He  made  18 
saves  in  the  first  period  and  16  in 
each  of  the  last  two  to  come  within 
two  of  Dunham’s  franchise  record. 

‘  Sieve  Yzennan  scored  twice  for 
Detroit,  which  still  leads  St  Louis  in 
foe  Centra]  Division  by  five  points. 

DevOs  4,  Blues  2 
In  East  Rutherford,  red-hot  Bobby 
HoEk  recorded  his  first  hat  trick  in 


nearly  six  years,  leading  the  New 
Jersey  Devils  to  a  4-2  victory  over 
the  St.  Louis  Blues,  whose  road 
winless  streak  reached  nine  games. 

HoHk  scored  in  each  period  for  his 
third  career  tot  trick  and  first  since 
January  1993.  He  has  10  goals  and 
three  assists  in  his  last  eight  con¬ 
tests. 

Sabres  2,  lightning  0 
In  Buffalo,  Dominlk  Hasek  made 
38  saves  for  his  league-leading  sixth 
shutout,  lifting  the  surging  Sabres  to 
a  2-0  victory  over  the  woeful  Thmpa 
Bay  Lightning,  winless  in  their  last 
five  games  (0-4-1). 

Brian  Holzinger  and  Miroslav 
Satan  scored  for  Buffalo. 

Blackhawks  4.  Coyotes  3 
In  Chicago,  Doug-Gilmour  scored 
twice  and  Tbny  Amonte’s  league- 
leading  23rd  goal  snapped  a  second- 
period  tie  as  the  Blackhawks  halted 
a  five-game  winless  streak  with  a  4- 
3  triumph  over  the  Phoenix 
Coyotes. 

Jocelyn  Thibault  made  32  saves 
for  Chicago,  which  had  lost  its  last 
.  three  games  and  was  0-4-1  in  its  last 
five.  . 

Capitals  4,  Panthers  0 

In  Sunrise,  Olaf  Kolzig,  supported 
by  a  week’s  worth  of  goals,  record¬ 
ed  his  third  shutout  of  the  season  as 
the  Washington  Capitals  blanked  die 
Florida  Panthers  4-0  for  just  their 
thirdwin  in  II  games. 

Calif*  Johansson  and  Brian 
Beflowsscored  on  the  power  p lay. 
and  Andrei  Nikoltshin  added  a 
shorthanded  tally  for  the  Capitals, 
who  combined  for  four  goals  in  thar 
previous  four  games. 


Sharks  5,  Oilers  3 
In  Edmonton,  Marco  Sturm  had  a 
career  night  with  his  first  tot  trick 
and  an  assist,  leading  the  San  Jose 
Sharks  to  their  season-high  third 
straight  victory.  5-3  over  the  sputter¬ 
ing  Oilers. 

Dean  McAmmond  scored  a  goal 
and  set  up  another  for  die  Oilers, 
who  have  just  one  win  in  their  last 
10  games  (1-7-2). 

Stars  5,  Maple  Leafs  1 
In  Toronto,  Mike  Modano  record¬ 
ed  his  fifth  career  bat  trick  and  Ed 
Belfour  mato  21  saves  as  the  Dallas 
Stars  frustrated  goaltender  Curtis 
Joseph  and  foe  Maple  Leafs  with  a 
5-1  victory  that  extended  their 
unbeaten  streak  to  10  games. 

Senators  3,  Canadians  1 
At  Ottawa,  the  Montreal 
Canadiens’  winless  streak  reached 
U  games  (0-6-5),  one  short  of  foe 
franchise  record,  as  Magnus 
Arvedson  scored  the  go-ahead  goal 
with  3:05  left  id  the  third  period  to 
lift  foe  Ottawa  Senators  to  a  3-1  vic- 
toiy. 

Hurricanes  1,  NY  Rangers  0 
In  New  York,  Arturs  Iibe  recorded 
his  fifth  shutout  of  the  season  and 
Ray  Sheppard  victimized  his  former 
team  with  the  game's  lone  goal  as 
foe  Carolina  Hurricanes  blanked  the 
Rangers  1-0. 

Flyers  2,  Brtrins  1 
In  Boston.  John  LeClair  scored  his 
22nd  goal  and  assisted  on  Eric 
Etesjardros'  third-period  tally  that 
lifted  the  Philadelphia  Flyers  to  a  2- 
1  victory  over  foe  Bruins. 

Canucks  5,  Flames  2 
In  Vancouver.  Markus  Naslund 


scored  twice,  including  foe  game- 
winner  in  the  second  period,  as  the 
Canucks  completed  a  sweep  of  their 
home-and-home  series  with  a  5-2 
triumph  over  foe  Calgary  Flames. 
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Wednesday's  Games '.Buffalo  2,  Tampa 
Bay  0;  Philadelphia  2,  Boston  1;  Dates  5, 
Toronto  1;  Ottawa  3.  Montreal  1;  New 
Jersey  4,  SL  Louis  2;  Carolina  1,  N.Y. 
Hangers  0[  Washington  4,  Florida  0; 
NaalwiSs  5.  Detroit  3;  Chicago  4,  Phoenbc 
3;  San  Jose  5,  Edmonton  3:  Vancouver  5, 
Calgary  Z 


Olympic  question: 
When  is  a  gift  a  bribe? 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Among  Olympic  perks, 
there  are  gifts,  favors  and  possibly  bribes. 

And  then,  there  are  bulldogs. 

As  the  International  Olympic  Committee 
wrestles  with  its  greatest  ethics  scandal  and 
three  panels  investigate  alleged  bribery  in  Salt 
Lake  City’s  bid  for  the  Winter  Games,  IOC 
members  and  potential  host  cities  face  the 
issue  of  where  friendliness  ends  and  corruption 
begins. 

Atlanta,  like  most  bid  cities,  handed  out  gifts 
to  visiting  IOC  members,  and  at  least  one  had 
four  legs  and  a  wet  nose  -  a  bulldog  for  a 
Cuban  delegate. 

“You  get  caught  up  in  the  entertainment 
mode  and  you  may  do  things  that  stretch  the 
rules,”  said  Charlie  Battle,  who  was  in  charge 
of  international  relations  in  Atlanta's  winning 
bid  for  the  1996  Olympics.  “You  go  over  the 
top.”  In  what  may  have  been  one  of  the  most 
creative  acts  of  gift-giving,  Atlanta  boss  Billy 
Payne  gave  a  bulldog  to  IOC  member  Manuel 
Gonzalez  Guerra  after  he  admired  Uga,  the 
mascot  of  Payne's  alma  mater,  the  University 
of  Georgia. 

“The  biggest  problem  we  had  was  getting 
Customs  to  let  him  take  the  dog  back,”  Battle 
said.  “They  don’t  like  people  taking  things  to 
Havana  from  the  United  States.  Maybe  they 
were  afraid  we  were  hiding  spy  gear  in  his  col¬ 
lar.”  There's  no  way  of  knowing  if  Guerra 
voted  for  Atlanta  in  the  secret  balloting  in 
Tokyo  in  1990,  and  IOC  rules  now  limit  gifts  to 
a  total  of  S150  a  member  -  meaning  any  cur¬ 
rent  canine  giveaways  would  probably  involve 


a  mutt. 

In  the  two  weeks  since  the  Salt  Lake 
Organizing  Committee  said  families  of  six  IOC 
members  received  $400,000  in  college  scholar¬ 
ships  during  its  successful  bid  for  the  2002 
Winter  Games,  Olympic  organizers  past,  pre¬ 
sent  and  future  have  defended  their  work  amid 
allegations  that  the  scandal  extends  far  beyond 
Utah. 

Marc  Hodler,  the  IOC’s  senior  member  and 
one  of  its  most  respected,  said  5  to  7  percent  of 
the  committee's  115  members  were  open  to 
bribes  and  that  vote  buying  occurred  in  the 
campaigns  for  the  1996,  1998  and  2000 
Olympics. 

Olympic  organizers  and  IOC  members  say 
they  have  done  nothing  wrong  and  played  by 
the  rules,  but  they  also  acknowledged  that 
those  rules  are  now  being  drastically  tightened 
by  the  Salt  Lake  case. 

'The  TJSOC  has  made  it  clear  to  us  what  we 
can  and  cannot  do,”  said  Nick  Vehr,  the  head  of 
Cincinnati’s  bid.  “We  have  their  entire  under¬ 
taking  on  limits  of  gifts  and  such.” 

The  USOC  had  no  rules  on  bidding  when  Salt 
Lake  City  finally  won  the  Olympics  on  its  fifth 
try  in  1995,  according  to  committee  president 
Bill  Hybl. 

The  IOC  imposed  its  first  limits  in  1986,  after 
the  volume  of  gifts  and  favors  in  the  campaigns 
for  the  1992  Games  became  embarrassing. 
Those  “tokens”  included  fur  coats,  diamond 
jewelry  and  unlimited  first-class  travel  for 
members  who  wanted  one  more  peek  at  cities 
like  Paris,  Barcelona  and  Brisbane. 
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Hap.  Haifa 
appear 
unstoppable 

By  Ora  LEWIS 

Just  a  couple  of  rounds  ago,  with 
so  much  of  the  soccer  season 
remaining,  Hapoel  Haifa  had  already 
been  crowned  by  the  pundits  as  new 
National  League  champions. 

With  just  over  half  the  season  left. 
Haifa  lead  the  league  by  six  points 
from  cross-city  rivals  Maccabi,  and 
are  10  ahead  of  Betar  Jerusalem  and 
fading  Hapoel  Petah  Tikva. 

The  gap  at  the  top  has  closed 
slightly  -  it  was  as  much  as  eight 
points  at  one  stage  -  as  the  cream 
rises  to  the  top  and  the  better  clubs 
mount  their  challenge. 

As  things  stand.  Hapoel  Haifa  look 
a  very  solid  outfit,  having  conceded 
only  three  goals  in  their  13  league 
outings  so  far.  It  is  hard  to  see  how 
they  can  falter  when  their  defense  is 
so  airtight. 

Tomorrow's  trip  to  Irani  Ashdod 
will  not  be  easy,  the  hosts  have  a 
habit  of  causing  upsets,  and  in  Amir 
Tuijeman  they  have  one  of  the  most 
potent  strikers  in  the  league. 

But  Haifa  still  have  their  ace, 
Giovanni  Rosso,  who  appears 
unable  to  do  any  wrong  at  the 
moment. 

And  with  the  morale  boost  gained 
by  midfielder  Oren  Zeituni.  who  was 
outstanding  as  a  substitute  in  his 
international  debut  against 
Yugoslavia  on  Wednesday,  it  appears 
that  there  are  no  flaws  in  the  Haifa 
lineup.  All  the  way  through  from 
goalkeeper  Dudu  Awat,  to  Ran  Ben- 
Shimon.  Ofer  Talkar  and  Najwan 
Grayeb,  who  earned  a  rare  shower  of 
superlatives  from  national  coach 
Shlomo  Scharf  for  his  excellent  dis¬ 
play  against  Yugoslavia,  and  for¬ 
wards  Goran  Milenko  and 
Alexander  Jovic. 

Among  the  chasing  pack,  Betar 
Jerusalem  travel  to  Hapoel  Kfar 
Sava  today  and  Maccabi  Haifa  host 
Maccabi  Jaffa  tomorrow  afternoon, 
both  big  clubs  should  win. 

This  weekend's  National  League  fixtures  <  aO 
matches  tomorrow  ai  14:30  antes  staled): 
Bnti  Yehuda  v.  Maccabi  Td  Aviv,  Hatikva 
Quarter:  Ha  pod  Kfar  Sava  v.  Betar 
Jerusalem.  Kfar  Sava  today  14:00;  Irani 
Ashdod  v.  Hapod  Haifa.  Ashdod  17:50.  bold 
Riston  v.  Hapod  Pdah  Tikva,  Riston:  Hapod 
Td  Aviv  v.  Zafnrim  Baton.  Bloomfield  15:00; 
Hapod  Jerusalem  v.  Maccabi  Herzliya,  Teddy 
Stadium,  Maccabi  Haifa  v.  Maccabi  Jaffa. 
Kiryat  EHezer  15:30;  Maccabi  IVtah  Tikva  v. 
Hapod  Bdt  Sbe’an.  Petah  TBoa. 

NAT10NAL  LEAGUE 


NEW  YORK  (Reuters)  -  The 
NBA  has  set  January  7  as  the  date 
it  will  cancel  the  season  -  a  first  in 
major  US  professional  sports  -  if  a 
labor  agreement  cannot  be  reached 
to  end  the  owner-imposed  lockout, 
ESPN  has  said. 

NBA  deputy  commissioner  Russ 
Granik  told  the  sports  cable  net¬ 
work  on  Wednesday  that  the 
league  would  recommend  to  its 
Board  of  Governors  that  it  should 
vote  to  cancel  the  season  on 
January  7. 

However,  Granik  also  said  he 
expects  to  meet  again  with  the 
Players  Association  before  then, 
as  the  two  sides  try  to  agree  bow  to 
split  up  some  $2  billion  in  rev¬ 
enues. 

Negotiations  It  is  the  first  so- 
called  “drop-dead"  date 
announced  by  the  league.  NBA 
commissioner  David  Stern  hod 
avoided  naming  a  date,  saying  it 
would  hamper  negotiations.  He 
said  that  without  an  agreement, 
the  season  would  eventually  can¬ 
cel  itself. 

The  report  came  on  the  heels  of 
some  apparent  breaks  in  the  ranks 
of  the  players. 

At  last  Saturday’s  charity  game 
in  Atlantic  City.  New  Jersey,  Utah 
Jazz  superstar  forward  Karl 
Malone  said  the  league’s  current 
proposal,  sent  directly  by  Stem  to 
all  the  players,  was  “fair.”  The 
union's  negotiating  committee, 
headed  by  executive  director  Billy 
Hunter,  decided  not  to  vote  on  the 
proposal. 

On  Monday.  Toronto  Raptors 
forward  Kevin  Willis  called  for  a 
secret  ballot  by  the  players,  sug¬ 
gesting  more  of  them  would  favor 
the  proposal  than  union  officials 
are  allowing. 

Stem  was  vacationing  in 
Colorado,  and  Hunter  was  spend¬ 


ing  the  Christmas  weekend  at  his 
home  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
area.  Both  men  have  said  they 
could  make  themselves  available 
at  short  notice  but  no  new  talks 
were  scheduled. 

Collective  bargaining  Owners 
imposed  the  lockout  and  reopened 
collective  bargaining  on  July  1 
after  the  players’  share  of  rev¬ 
enues  greatly  exceeded  the  52 
percent  trigger  set  by  the  -old 
agreement. 

Through  Wednesday,  356  sched¬ 
uled  games  had  been  wiped  out 
Teams  would  likely  need  about 
one  month  to  sign  players,  make 
trades  and  conduct  training  camps 
before  a  season  could  begin. 

Over  the  weekend,  Seattle 
SuperS onics  guard  Gary  Payton 
and  free  agent  forward  Charles 
Barkley  expressed  reservations 
about  playing  a  season  of  50 
games  or  less,  arguing  that  it 
would  not  be  a  legitimate  season. 

Payton  suggested  he  would 
rather  not  play  ai  all  than  play  an 
abbreviated  season,  even  though 
that  decision  would  cost  him  mil¬ 
lions. 

The  NBA  had  never  lost  games 
to  a  work  stoppage  until  this  year, 
but  the  possible  cancellation  of  the 
entire  season  would  be  a  first  for 
any  major  US  pro  sport. 

In  September  1994,  baseball 
owners  voted  to  cancel  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  season  -  including  the 
World  Series  -  in  the  face  of  a 
players’  strike.  But  teams  had 
played  about  110  games  before  the 
strike  began  August  12. 

In  1982,  NFL  teams  lost  seven 
games  apiece  to  a  players'  strike, 
but  an  agreement  was  reached,  a 
shortened  schedule  was  completed 
and  an  expanded  playoff  system 
was  installed,  preserving  the  sea¬ 
son. 


HE  MEANS  BUSINESS!  -  NBA  Commissioner  David  Stern  is  set  to  cancel  the  season. 


(Reuters  I 


McGrath  expected  to  play  in  4th  Test 
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MELBOURNE  (Reuters)  - 
Australia’s  premier  pace  bowler 
Glenn  McGrath  is  expected  to  be 
fit  for  the  fourth  Ashes  Test  against 
England  starting  tomorrow  despite 
suffering  from  a  mystery  virus. 

McGrath,  who  has  a  haul  of  16 
wickets  from  the  first  three  Tests, 
had  complained  of  a  virus  on  the 
final  day  of  the  third  Test  in 
Adelaide  nine  days  ago. 

Australian  captain  Mark  Taylor 
said  yesterday:  “He's  had  a  week 
off  and  he’s  feeling  a  lot  better. 

“He’s  gone  to  get  it  checked 
outfit's  more  precautionary  than 
anything.  He  could  have  bowled 
today  in  the  nets  without  too  much 
of  a  problem." 

Australia  have  already  lost  one 
of  the  pacemen  originally  named 
in  their  squad,  injury-hit  Jason 
Gillespie,  who  has  been  replaced 
by  promising  Western  Australia 
fast  bowler  Matthew  Nicholson. 

Taylor  said:  “I  haven’t  seen  a  lot 
of  him  but  1  know  from  what  I 
have  heard  and  what  I  have  seen 
he's  quite  sharp  and  can  move  the 
ball  away  from  the  right-handers. 

“In  that  regard  he’s  in  the 
Gillespie  mould  but  whether  he's 
going  to  be  as  accurate  and  as  con¬ 
sistent  as  Jason  I  don’t  know,  but 
we  may  find  out  come  Boxing 
Day.” 

Nicholson’s  career  was  in  tatters 
a  year  ago  when  he  contracted 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  but  the 
24-year-old  paceman  has  recov¬ 
ered  to  emerge  as  one  of  the 
brightest  prospects  in  the  country. 

He  has  taken  17  wickets  in  four 
Sheffield  Shield  matches  this  sea¬ 
son,  and  captured  seven  England 
wickets  in  an  innings  for  Western 


TRYING  SOMETHING  DIFFERENT  -  England  team  manager  Graham  Gooch  (left)  and 
Pakistani  spin  bowler  Abdul  Kadir  look  for  a  new  approach  for  the  hapless  tourists  ahead  of  the 
Melbourne  Test.  Abdul  Kadir  was  called  in  to  try  to  help  England  sort  out  some  of  their  problems 
on  their  tour  of  Australia.  <  Reuier»i 
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Australia  in  the  drawn  tour  match 
lost  month. 

Australia  lead  the  five-Test 
series  2-0.  making  certain  of 
retaining  the  Ashes. 

Santa  Claus  arrived  early  for 
England,  bringing  wives  and  girl¬ 
friends  to  join  the  players  on  their 
beleagured  tour  of  Australia  yes¬ 
terday. 


Otherwise.  England  will  be 
sweating  through  fielding  training 
this  morning  at  the  MCG  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  Test. 

The  Christmas  holiday  marks 
another  day  on  the  touring  calen¬ 
dar  for  England,  although  morale 
has  been  lifted  by  the  arrival  of 
wives  and  girlfriends  for  the  fes¬ 
tive  season. 


From  England’s  point  of  view, 
today  also  happens  to  be  the  eve  of 
one  of  cricket’s  biggest  days,  the 
opening  of  the  December  26  Test. 

More  than  70.000  people  are 
expected  to  follow  tradition  and 
flock  to  cricket's  oldest  Test  venue 
regardless  of  the  Ashes  already 
having  been  decided  in  Australia’s 

favor. 


Wame, 
Waugh 
to  face 
inquiry 

MELBOURNE  (Reuters)  - 
The  Pakistani  investigation  into 
match-fixing  in  cricket  will  sit 
in  Australia  next  month  to  take 
evidence  from  Shane  Wame  and 
Mark  Waugh. 

The  Australian  Cricket  Board 
(ACB)  announced  on 
Wednesday  that  the  two 
Australian  Test  players,  its  well 
as  former  ACB  chairman  Alan 
Crompton,  would  go  before  the 
inquiry'  on  January  8. 

The  two  players,  who  have 
accused  former  Pakistan  captain 
Salim  Malik  of  offering  them  a 
bribe,  were  ordered  to  appear 
after  admitting  two  weeks  ago 
that  they  accepted  money  from 
an  illegal  Indian  bookmaker  for 
information  on  pitch  and  weath¬ 
er  conditions  during  a  tour  of  the 
sub-continent  in  1994. 

The  Pakistan  judge  in  charge 
of  the  investigation  agreed  to 
travel  to  Australia  after  the  two 
Australians  declined  to  go  to 
Pakistan  and  attempts  to  set-up  a 
live  video  link  failed. 

The  ACB  also  announced  that 
its  own  investigation  into  cricket 
and  betting  would  begin  on 
January  12  and  was  expected  to 
last  for  at  least  three  weeks. 

The  ACB  ordered  the  inquiry 
after  the  admissions  of  Wame 
and  Waugh  and  revelations  by 
other  players  that  they  had  also 
been  approached  by  bookmakers 
both  on  the  sub-continent  and  in 
Australia. 


NEW  YORK  (AP) -The  image  s' 
an  enduring  one,  Michael  Jordan 
.stealing  the.  ball  from  Karl  Malone, 
dribbling  downcourt  and  -hhtingthe 
shot  that  gave  iheGhicagb  Bulls their, 
sixth  championship' of  the  decade. J- 
Sixth  months;  later,  no  one  knows 
jf  that  was  the  aid  of  Jordan’s  oareeF 
.  -  or  the  final  game  of  the  "  National 
Basketball  Association's  heyday.  .  - 
“To  go  from  that  moment,  maybe  \ 
Michael  Jordan's  greatest,  and,  .to 
have  it  come  to  this.  It’s  just  a 
shame.”  said  Danny  Schayes  of  the 
Orlando  Magic.  .  ..  "  1  A 

And  that  about  sums  it  up:  A 
shame.  Unable  to -agree  on  how  to. 
divide  some  $2  billion  in  annual  iev-  - 
cones.  In  the  meantime,  people  wait. 

But  at  least  the  most  recent  memo^ 
ries  are  worth  recalling.  ... 

A  rookie  coach  named  Larry  Bird 
and  his  Indiana  Pacos  nearly  ended 
Jordan's  reign  .  in  the  Eastern 
Conference  finals.  An  upstart  named 
Kobe  Bryant  tried  to  steal  the  show  - 
from  Jordan  ai  the  Afi-Star  gaine,  . 
only  to  have  Western  Gmfereaoe ; 
coach  George  Karl  leave  him'  on 
bench  in  the  fourth  quarter  wj 
Jordan  wrapped  up  the  MVP 
That  same  coach  was  knocked  oof . 
of  the  playoffs  again  and  ended  his 
tumultuous  association  with  the 
Seattle  SuperSonics  before  resurfac¬ 
ing  in  Milwaukee.  . 

Another  coach.  Jeff  Van  Gundy, 
locked  onto  Alonzo  Mounting's  leg 
during  a  fight  at  the  end  of  Game.  4 
in  the  first-round  Knicks-Heai  senes 
-  a  moment  that  would  ultimately 
change  the  outcome  of  the  series  and 
allow  the  student.  Van  Gundy,  to 
overcome  his  okl  teacher,  Pat  Riley. 

A  rookie.  Ton  Duncan,  showed  - 
the  versatility  and  talent  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  great  one  already.  A  \eter- 
an.  A.G  Green,  extended  the  sport’s 
Ironmon  record  to  978  consecutive 
games  played.  ... 

A  law  professor,  John  Feerick," 
shortened  Lairell  Sprewell’s  suspend  . 
siem  and  reinstated  his  contract 
Grant  Hill  and  Penny  Hardaway 
missed  the  playoffs.  Isiah  Thomas 
left  the  Toronto  Raptors  -  along  with 
nearly  all  of.tbeir  players. 

The  Minnesota  Timberwolves 
turned  to  Stephon  Marbury,  not 
Kevin  Garnett,  in  the  clutch. 

The  Houston  Rockets  limped 
through  another  season  before  near¬ 
ly  knocking  off  tire  Jazz  in  the  play¬ 
offs  as  Clyde  Drexler  said  farewell. 

The  abysmal  Denver  Nuggets 
threatened  to  break  the  1972-73 
Philadelphia  76ers’  record  for  futility. 

And  then,  of  course,  there  were  the 
Bulls. 

Treated  like  rock  stars  in  every  city 
they  visited,  they  sold  out  every  . 
game  they  played.  Scottie  Pippen,* 
after  starting  the  season  on  ther 
injured  list,  demanded  a  trade.  -= 
Dennis  Rodman  was  disinterested, 
but  still  won  his  seventh  straight 
rebounding  title.  Jordan  showed  his 
usual  brilliance,  leading  the  league 
in  scoring  for  the  10th  time  and  pick¬ 
ing  up  his  fifth  MVP  award 
Chicago  woo  62  games,  got  past 
die  Pacers  in  Game  7  of  the  Eastern- 
finals  and  made  it  to  the  champi¬ 
onship  round 

Against  the  Jazz,  Pippen’s  defense 
helped  the  Bulls  even  the  series  in 
Game  2.  In  Game  3,:  the  Bulls  held  - 
the  Jazz  to  54  points  -  the  lowest 
point  total  in  league  history  since  the 
advent  of  the  24-second  clock. 

Jordan  called  a  news  conference  at 
a  golf  tournament  and  announced 
“basketball  is  dead”  for  him  but  said 
he  would  put  off  a  final  decision  on 
bis  future  until  the  lockout  ends. 
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Premiership  title  challengers  face  bottom  three 
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By  MTCH  PWLUPS 

LONDON  (Reuters)  —  While 
most  of  Europe’s  soccer  players 
take  a  Christmas  break,  their 
English  premier  league  counter¬ 
parts  are  preparing  for  two 
games  in  three  days. 

The  holiday  period  may  not  be 
as  hectic  as  it  was,  when  games 
on  successive  days,  even  occa¬ 
sionally  two  in  a  day,  was  the 


norm.  But  Christmas  is  still  seen 
as  a  vital  period  in  the  season  for 
both  ends  of  the  table. 

This  year  is  no  exception  with 
three  title  hopefuls  facing  three 
relegation  candidates  tomorrow 
and  then  two  from  each  trio  fac¬ 
ing  off  on  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

The  highlight  of  the  holiday 
program  will  be  next  Tuesday 
when  Chelsea  play  Manchester 
United. 

Less  than  two  weeks  ago  they 


drew  1-1  at  Old  Trafford. 

Chelsea  followed  that  draw 
with  a  2-0  victory  over 
Tottenham  Hotspur,  that  took 
them  to  the  top  for  ihe  first  time 
in  nine  years. 

Uruguayan  Gustavo  Poyet. 
who  scored  the  opener  against 
Spurs,  said:  **We  are  talking 
about  the  championship  in  the 
dressing  room.  Sometimes  there 
is  a  sitalion  where  players  know 
it  can  be  their  vear  and  that  is  the 
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way  we  are  feeling  now” 
Chelsea  stayed  first  for  only 
two  days  -  Aston  Villa  reclaim¬ 
ing  the  honor  with  a  1-0  win  at 
Charlton  Athletic  -  but  it  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  London  club  are 
real  title  contenders  this  season. 

They  have  a  terrific  record 
against  United,  even  if  they  have 
fared  better  at  Old  Trafford  than 
at  home  in  recent  seasons,  and 
victory  on  Tuesday  would  be  a 
con  fide  nee- boos  ter  of  monu¬ 
mental  proportions. 

Before  that  Chelsea  have  to 
visit  Southampton,  who  hauled 
themselves  oft'  the  bottom  of  the 
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standings  with  a  3-1  victory  over 
Wimbledon  tomorrow,  one  of 
their  best  performances  of  the 
season. 

United  face  a  similar  challenge 
at  home  to  Nottingham  Forest, 
newly  installed  in  last  place.  .  . 

Forest  also  found  some  form 
last  week  but  were  foiled  by  a-- 
last  minute  equalizer  in  a  2-2 
draw  with  Blackburn  Rovers.  ' 

Rovers,  third  from  last,  com¬ 
plete  tomorrow’s  bottom  v.  top 
threesome  when  they  host  lead¬ 
ers  Villa. 

Forest  and  Southampton  then 
meet  in  a  relegation  dogfight  on 
Monday. 

Arsenal  put  their  title  chal¬ 
lenge  back  on  course  with  a  3-] 
victory  over  in-form  Leeds- on 
Sunday  and  will  not  be  too  con- ' 
cerned  to  be  trailing  Villa  by 
seven  points  at  this  stage  of  the 
season. 

The  Gunners,  who  host  West  / 
Ham  tomorrow  and .  visir, , 
Charlton  on  Monday,  trailed 
Manchester  United  by’ 13  points 
at  this  stage  last  season  before  - 
launching  into  their  astonishing 

run  to  the  championship,.  - 

In  fact,  not  since  Biackbum.In  ~ 
1994/95  have  the  team  . leading'  - 
the  league  at  Christmas  gone  orf.  *  - 
to  win  the  league.  ...  ;; 
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